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(A.) 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE ALLEGED BREACH OF THE 

LAWS OF CHINA. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
the 12th October 1830. 

We have this day received, through the Merchants, the three following Proclamations china papeks. 
from the Viceroy, the Kwanchowfoo, and the Nan-hae lleen. 

, . . ('''•) 

Governor Le, by Hoo the Kwanchowfoo, concerning foreign ladies coming to Alleged Breach 

Canton, dated October 11th, 1830: Laws. 

Hoo the Kwanchowfoo hereby issues an edict to command an inquiry, and require 
answer. 

“ On the 24th of the. 8th moon of the 10th year of Taoukwang, respectfully, was 
received a letter from the Governor, on opening which the following statement ap- 
peared : 

“ Foreign ships coming to Canton to trade, and having foreign* women on board, 
it is only allowed, that before the merchant ships enter the port, they sliould take the 
foreign women and send them to lodge at Macao; they are not perhiiUcd to enter the 
port. This is a prohibition extremely strict. It is impossible to allow it to be viewed 
with contempt and opposed. 

Now I, tlic Governor, on inquiry, having heard that at Canton there is a Foreign 
Merchant who has from Macao brought his foreign woman (or wife) to Canton, who 

dwells 

• The term is not directly olfcnsive, but not complimentary or civil, like ‘ lady* or ‘wife.* llic simple word 
wife ( Tse) 10 not used, but /bo, which applieg to grown servant W'omen, or any woman of advanced years, whctiier 
wife or not. 

3 G 




408 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


CHINA PAPERS. 

dwells with him in the foreign Factory. This is manifestly done by the intentional con- 
Alleged Breach nl^ance and protection of the Hong Merchants and Linguists. If it be not strictly 
of Laws. inquired into, interdicted, and an expulsion take place, hereafter there will be a con* 
fused bustle and worse* imitation, which will be a great and widced innovation on the 
laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire. 

It is necessary to proceed to an extraordinary degree of correction in managing 
the affair. 

‘‘ Therefore an Order is framed, addressed to the Foo Yuen, requiring him to 
assemble immediately with the Nan*hie-Heen, and, taking the lead, to summon together 
the Hong Merchants and Linguists before their bar, to inquire distinctly who really the 
Foreign Merchant was who brought the woman ? In what Factory at present the said 
woman dwells ? Why the Hong Merchants and Linguists protected, connived, and 
did not report ? Whether the custom-house officers and patrole knew of the occur- 
rence ? Let one and all of these questions be inquired into, and answers returned, 
that I may investigate the facts. At the same time is made the duty of all the Hong 
Merchants to command the said nation's Chief to take immediately the said foreign 
woman, and hasten instantly to drive her away back again to Macao. Jf again there be 
presumption enough to connive and delay, the said Hong Merchants and Linguists 
shall positively be all degraded from their rank, prosecuted, and severely punished. 
Not the least clemency will be shown. Hasten ! hasten ! &c. 

Receiving this, beside, ordering the Nan-hae to inquire and act, I hereby issue 
an order to the Hong Merchants to examine immediately^^ Here follows an echo of 
the above.] 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8tli moon, 25th day.” 


Hong Merchants' Letter accompanying Governor Le's Order about Foreign Ladies. 

A respectful notification. On the 25th day of the 8th moon (October lltb, 1680) 
we received a document from the Kwanchow Foo, communicating the Governor’s 
Edict. We now copy it, and send it to you to look at. We pray you, gentlemen, to 
examine and act accordingly. We alscr pray you early to send back the foreign woman 
to Macao, and thus enable us to state back to Government. If she does not go down to 
Macao, we must incur the Governor’s anger and reproof. At this time (the time when 
the Governor is angry), ask, gentlemen, your hearts if they also would not feel uneasy. 

For this purpose we writci and are with compliments, 

Yotrrs, fee. fee.” 

Signed by Jlowqaa^ junior, and eleven other Merchants, 
The cypher or signature is not added by the 12th merchant. 


The Governor Le, by Hoo, the Kwanchow Foo, to the Hong Merchants, prohibiting 
foreigners going about in Sedan Chairs, dated Octol^r 11th, 1880. 

Hoo, the Kwanchow Foo, issues an order purpose of commanding an 

inquir}' and demanding an answer. 

In the 10th year of Taoukwang, the 8th moon and the 84th day (10th October), I 
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received from the Governor an official letter, on opening which it was as follows: ‘ It 
‘ appears that the Foreigners of the various nations coming to Canton to trade have aIIc Hrcoeh 
® hitherto not been permitted, on the territory of the capital of the province of the i,awg. 

^ Celestial Empire, to go about seated in sedan chairs. Now it is substantiated, that 
‘ the attendants of the principal office of police have stated verbally to me, on the 21st 
‘ of the present, moon (7th instant), that they had seen a Company's foreign writer, 

‘ Asha (Astell), who has come to Canton from Macao, publicly entering his Factory 
‘ seated in a^chair. This really is opposing the dignity of the Regulations. 

* The Hong Merchants and Linguists dwell very near to the said foreigners : how 
^ then is it that they have not in the least been aware of this, exaipined into it, and 
‘ put a stop to it? This is a complete disregard of the laws. 

* Uniting these circumstances, I immediately write an official letter giving orders, 

‘ and send the letter to the Kwanchow Foo, that he may immediately take under his 
‘ direction the Nan-hae-Heen, summon the Hong Merchants and Linguists before his 
‘ bar, and examine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macao to Can- 
^ ton, enters the Factory seated in a chair? Whether the said Hong Merchants knew 
‘ of the circumstance, and purposely connived at it or not? Or whether there arc 
‘ among the Hong Merchants some worthless vagabonds who have brooked to flatter, 

‘ thereby leading to the foreigner’s presuming to perform this act of non-conformity 
‘ to old usage. Beside this, whether or not there have heretofore been any other 
‘ foreigners going out, and sealed in chairs ? One by one examine and investigate 
‘ these things clearly and truly, and according to the facts report back again, that I 
* may investigate to the bottom. 

‘ Furthermore, with severity and earnestness, make responsible and command the 
‘ said Hong Merchants and Linguists to enjoin the order on the said nation's Chief, 

‘ that hereafter the said foreigners, going from, the Factories to their boats, and from 
‘ their boats to their Factories, must all, as of old, walk on foot; they must not over- 
‘ step their proper station or rank, and go about in chairs. If they presume purposely 
‘ to oppose, immediately shall the said Hong Merchants and Linguists he degraded and 
^ examined, without any clemency being extended to them. Hasten I hasten ! !’ 

** On the receipt of this, besides causing the Nan-hae-Heen to examine and report 
back to me, I also, uniting the above circumstances, issue an order to examine into 
the subject. When the order reaches the said merchants, let them immediately exa- 
mine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macao to Canton, enters the 
Factory seated in a chair ? Whetlier the said merchants knew of the circumstance, and 
purposely connived at it or not ; whether there are some worthless vagabonds who have 
brooked to flatter, thereby leading to the foreigner's presuming to this act of non-con- 
formity to old usage? Besides this, whether or not there have heretofore been any other 
foreigners going out and in seated in chairs ? Examine into these things clearly one by 
one; then taking with you the Linguists first, go to the Nan-hae-Heen with a prepared 
statement, and wetit till he has managed the business to the utmost. Also present a pre- 
pared statement to me, that I may investigate to the bottom. Furthermore, with .seve- 
rity and earnestness enjoin the order on the said nation's Chiei^ that hereafter the said 
foreigners, in going from thei^^Factories to their boats, and from their boats to their 
Factories, must, as of old, walk on foot ; they must not overstep their proper station or 

3 G 2 rank, 
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rank) and go about in chairs. If they presume purposely to oppose, immediately shall 
the said Hong Merchants and Linguists be degraded and examined, without any cle- 
mency being extended to them. Hasten, hasten I These are the orders. 

Taoukwang, lOtli year, 8th month, 25th day (October llth, 1BS0).”J 


We refrain at the present moment from any comment on the spirit and tenor of 
these documents, and merely remark, that in consequence of the Ediqt respecting 
foreigners sitting in sedan chairs, which appears to be published with no other object 
than that of wantonly irritating their minds, we came to the resolution of manifesting, 
in some degree to the Chinese public, that the insult had not passed unnoticed. We 
consequently directed the following placard, written in Chinese characters, to be forth- 
with hung up at the gate of each of our Factories, and gave strict orders to see it carried 
into effect. 

To all whom it may concern : 

‘‘ In consequence of a certain occurrence, the Select Committee who direct the affairs 
of an English Company, have in Council 

‘‘ Resolved, That hereafter every class of persons sitting in sedan chairs shall be dis- 
allowed to enter the gate of the Company’s Factory. The porter is ordered to intercept 
all chairs, and prevent their entering. If any person refuses to listen to him, both the 
chair and the individual will assuredly be expelled by force. Every one will do well not 
to try the experiment with his person. 

Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 27th day."' 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 16th October 1830. 

We have this day received through the Merchants a chop from the Hoppo, which is 
a counterpart of the Viceroy 's received on the 12th, with the exception of the following 
concluding remarks made by the Hoppo : 

Hoppo Chung's Remarks in communicating the Governor's orders, received 

October 16th 1830. 

This coming before me the Hoppo, 1 , on the receipt of it, examined and find, 
that, for foreign merchants to bring with them married or unmarried wotnen to Canton 
to dwell, has already, in the 16th year of Keen-lung (1751), been interdicted by the 
then Governor Chin, in his official reply, which is on record. 

Afterwards, because that for foreign ships sailing back, it is difficult to approach 
Macao to receive families (on board), it was requested to go by the inside river to Wham- 
poa to embark, and again »that was rejected and disallowed by the thten. Governor Le. 
Since for foreign women to be brought even to Whampoa is contrary to the laws, how 
can there be such a principle as that of presuming to lodge themselves at (Canton) the 
capital city of a (province.) 

‘‘ Dated October ISlh, 10th year, 8th moon, 27th day." 


Extract 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS^ 

19th October 1830. 

A PARTY of about eighty, consisting of commanders, officers, and gentlemen of the 
Factory, this day proceeded to the city gates in charge of the following Address, of 
which four copies were made, directed to the Viceroy, IIoppo, Foo Yuen, and Iseang 
Keun, a Tartar general. A party equally numerous, composed of British merchants, 
and commanders and officers of country ships, had preceded them by about a quarter 
of an hour with petitions to the Viceroy and Hoppo on the same subject. 

Upon waiting about half on hour at the city gates, tlie Kwan Keep appeared and 
received the several letters, which he promised should be forthwith delivered, according 
to their respective addresses. The two parties then joined together and returned to the 
Factory. 

Translation of Chinese Draft of a Memorial to the Governor. 

“ Tlic President and Select Committee, Messrs. Baynes, See. to his Excellency 
the Governor, &c., for the purpose of clearing up certain AflUirs wliich concern 
them. 

A respectful Address: — The English who come to Canton for commercial purposes 
invariably look up with respect and reverence to the Sovereign * * * § of the great Tsing dy- 
nasty. But among the hundreds of officers of Government appointed, it is unavoidable 
that there should be an inequality, some good and .some bad. Some who, by a thorough 
understanding of the human feelings, by extending what they themselves like to others, 
and by a benevolent government, win people's hearts f. On the other hand there are 
some who, being uncliscerning, by an irregular use of authority and power, and who 
from selfish motives rule in a tyrannical and vexatious manner, lose people’s hearts. 

Is it not one High Heaven that has torn all the nations of mankind ? Are they 
not reciprocally of the same species? It was the .same Heaven that gave existence to 
Manchows and Chinese which gave existence to Englishmen ; and with High Heaven 
there is not a partial heart. China is by Heaven conferred upon the cast, and Eng- 
land, by the same Heaven, is conferred on the people of the west. All nations belong 
to High Heaven; they should not boast against each other J. 

“ Since Canton is opened as a mart for foreign trade, it is incumbent to receive men 
from remote parts with civility; they should not be insulted and treated ignominiously. 

But on the 4th of the 8th moon of the current year, there was an official proclama- 
tion publicly exhibited, containing many unfounded and disgraceful assertions concerning 
foreigners. As for example ; ‘ It is directed that the Hong Merchants and Linguists 

‘ shall continually teach the foreigners, repress their pride and profligacy, and insist on 
‘ their turning with all their hearts towards civilization, &c.J' Now, excepting two 
or three of the Hong Merchants, they are all without any learning or knowledge, and 
the custpm house interpreters are a still more ignorant set. The local Mandarines 
calling on them to erect themselves into masters to^instruct and teach civilization to 

foreign er.s, 
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• * May he live tea thousand years’ls implied in the name Wan-Luy-Yuy, given him in the original, 

f These arc Chinese ideas and jihrases ; below, also, there is a good deal of the same. 

t This paragraph is intended to undermine the exclusive pretensions of the Celesti^ Bmpire, and the Chincso 
Edicts always pretend to treat with lender kindness. 

§ Or conversion, renovation. 
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^ foreigners, is indeed very laughable. But as the said Proclamation^ says, they must 

Allege^ilreacli civilizing, &c., it may be seen that the great officers of Government wish to 

of Laws, cause the native people to look upon foreigners as all belonging to barbarous nationF* 
This is truly treating with tenderness strangers in the land. 

The said Edict further speaks of foreigners using boys, boat, prostitutes, and 
language deserving of the utmost indignation; for the English consider the crime 
alluded to deserving of death, and the public intensely hate such unnatural wickedness. 
How can the great officers of Government, without any the least proof, publish 
groundless reports, which they have sought for to bring ignominy and disgrace on all 
foreigners ! How is this exemplifying the principle of treating tenderly strangers in the 
land ! 

Another official Edict has also been issued concerning foreigners sitting in 
shoulder-carriages, saying, < that foreigners going from the boats to their Factories, 
‘ and from their Factories to their boats, must walk on foot, and not overstep their 
‘ rank by ascending chairs/ &c. 

But the local officers continually issue Edicts, saying that they view natives and 
foreigners with the same benevolence. Now from the foreign Factories to the mer- 
chants’ Hongs is a distance of one, two, or tliree le ; if the weather be very hot, or if it 
rain, or if the individual be wearied and faint, to order the foreigner to walk on foot 
while the native commonalty sit in chairs whenever they please : how is this viewing 
natives and foreigners with the same benevolence ? 

But further, this Edict says, ‘ Foreigners must not overstep their rank,’ &c. 
But we know not how the great Mandarines look upon the persons appointed by tlie 
English to transact the commerce, of what rank they are. It is, therefore, incumbent 
on us to tell that our Supracargoes and Writers are all the sons and younger 
brothers of country gentlemen, of civil and military officers, &c. A certain custom- 
house domestic gave verbal information against a person he called Yoshu (Astell); that 
Astell is the son of one who has often been at the head of the Company’s Court, and 
who has many years been a Member of the Great Council of the British nation. 
How talk of his overstepping his rank by sitting in a chair? 

The native salt merchants, Hong merchants, custom-house waiters and inter- 
preters, are all seen in chairs when they please. How can it be said that foreigners 
must walk on foot? Is this viewing natives and foreigners with the same benevolence ! 

There is also a very rude Edict, using the expression, * foreign women.’ Now, 
according to the laws of England, every man can marry but one wife. The custom of 
condubinage does not exist, therefore the persons the Edict calls foreign women are the 
wives of foreign merchants. The Company’s servants in management of commercial 
affairs are required to be in Canton six or more months every, year; now how does it 
accord with reason and the feelings of human nature, to declare that the wife shall 
not accompany her husband, and quietly reside in the Factory with him ! Is this doing 
lo others as we would be donef to? The native officers are allowed to have their 

families 


* The pi'oclamution was issued by die Governor and Jloppo jointly, 
t Chinese phruHc. 
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families in the public c^ces. Why should the foreign merchant nqt be allowed to have 
temporarily his family in his Factory? 

To sum up the whole, if the great officers wish to rule foreigners with justice and 
benevolence, affairs may go on with tranquillity ; but if they wish to insult, tyrannize 
over, and govern foreign merchants vexatiously, we really do not know where the 
business will end. The most patient natures may be driven to extremes. What 
necessity in the midst of a vacuum, and on level ground, to create a commotion and 
provoke a revolution. 

“ We write on specW purpose, and with great respect lay this before your Excel- 
lency, &c 

Taoukwang, 10th year, D.th moon.” 

The preceding address is the composition of Dr. Morrison, and the Honourable 
Court cannot fail to perceive that it is written with a most anxious desire to conciliate 
the Chinese authorities, at the same time, under a full sense of the indignities which 
have lately been offered to us; it is, in fact, an appeal to the good feelings of the 
high authorities to whom it is addressed, and we sincerely hope that it may produce the 
desired result. 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October 1830. 

Howqua then proceeded to communicate the Viceroy^s orders respecting the lady 
now in Canton in the following terms : 

As to women coming to Canton, the old law forbids it. It never can be permitted. 
The Chief is desired to send away the lady forthwith. If she cannot move imme- 
diately, the merchants are to ascertain in how many days she will go. If the Chief 
says he will not remove the foreign lady in two or three days, if she still be here, soldiers 
will be sent to the Factory to seize and drive her out. Tlie Chief is to tell the mer- 
chants what day she goes.” 

Howqua next produced two sealed letters addressed by us to the Foo Yuen and 
Iseang Keun, which had yesterday been presented at the city gates. 

The one to the Foo Yuen was given back to the Kwang Chow Foo, to be returned 
to the merchants, and by them delivered to the Committee. Howqua explained that 
the Foo Yuen stated he could not receive any document concerning foreign affairs 
unless through the Viceroy. These affairs are in the Viceroy^s department. His 
Excellency will receive the chop and answer it. The Foo Yuen further sent the 
following message through Howqua : 

** For more than 100 years the English have traded quietly to the port of Canton. 
The Emperor has always taken care of the English ; the Viceroy also has always been 
desirous to be friendly towards the English. Whatever the Viceroy ordains regarding 
foreigners is of equal force with the Emperor^s law. The Viceroy cannot disregard the 
fixed laws. If you foreigners disobey the Viceroy’s orders you disobey the Emperor’s 
laws. If you come here you must respect the laws.” 


The 
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7 The iseang Keun jreturned tlie letter, with a short message, merely stating that it was 

Alleged Breach affair. 

oi' Laws. 

Howqua having further stated that the Anchasze is ordered by the Viceroy to order 
merchants to bring the Committee's answer respecting the three Parsees and the lady 
to-day, the merchants were requested to retire into another room whilst the Committee 
deliberated on what reply to be returned to their message. 

Passing over the first part of Howqua’s communication from the Viceroy respecting 
the three Parsees, with the mere remark, that it is singular that a demand so apparently 
reasonable should not have been made until it was well known that it could not 
possibly be complied with, the men having left the country, we proceed to take into 
our serious consideration the latter part, which is of a much more important nature, 
namely, where the Viceroy arrogates to himself the power to send armed soldiers into 
our Factory, and tliere seize on the person of a British subject. 

The admission of such a power would render us liable at every hour and on every 
occasion to the intrusion of an armed force; it would not only violate the security of 
the valuable property entrusted to our charge and subject our persons to insult, but it 
would be a virtual abandonment of the only protecting privilege we possess in China, 
and one which has ever been considered of the most vital importance. We therefore 
felt that any measure resembling concession on such a point would be highly injurious 
to the interests and honour of the British nation, of which we are in this country the 
representatives. Indeed the mode which the Viceroy has adopted of communicating 
to us on a subject so important by a verbal message, instead of writing, appears to 
indicate that be is himself conscious that he is overstepping his authority, and is desirous 
to try the effect of intimidation before he commits himself in a more formal manner. 
If this threat were obeyed, or indeed received in silence, in the course of a few days on 
any other occasion, we might expect to see it put into execution ; while on the other 
luiiid, if spirited and decisive measures arc adopted to resist the mode in which it was 
conve^^ed, gives the Viceroy an opportunity of retracting. 

We therefore came to the determination, with reference to the abstract question of 
personal security, to resist this measure of violating the precincts of our Factory, 
hitherto held sacred, to the utmost extremity, and immediately proceeded to take the 
necessary measures for repelling the attempt so made.* 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

21st October 1830. 

Consultation in full Committee. 

The Merchants liaving requested an interview with the Committee, we assembled to 
meet them, when Howqua proceeded to state, that he and Mowqua had had an interview 

with 

* The measures referred to respecting an armed force for the protection of the Factory are detailed in another 
Return to the Honourable House . — See Pupcis (C). 
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with the Viceroy, in which he entirely disclaimed any intention to i|ct on his threat con- TaT 

veyed yesterday, and that he considered the circumstance of ladies residing in Canton Alleged Breach 
as a thing by no means of sufficient' importance to employ force to drive them av^iiy, ot‘ Laws. 

Tiie Merchants then endeavoured to persuade us, that it was merely an ebullition of 
angry feeling on the part of the Viceroy, and offered their own security, as a body, 
that no act of violence should ever be used to molest any person residing in our 
Factories. 

We informed them that, in an affair of so much importance, we did not consider any 
security they could offer as at all satisfactorj*, and that the guard would not be removed 
from our Factory until we received some documctit from the Vicciroy, wliich would 
warrant us to consider <;)ur persons and property secure from the intrusion of an ariiii d 
force, while within the precincts, of our own Factory. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

23d October 1830. 

We have received, through the Merchants, the following Edicts from the Viceroy 
and Hoppo, in reply to our remonstrance of the 19th instant. 

Oovernor I.<e, in answer to the Committee’s remonstrance of the 18th instant, 
dated October 21st, received 23d, 1830. 

Tlic Private Agents’ remonstrance is joined with the Committee’s in reply. 

‘‘ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, 8:c to the Ilong Mer- 
chants, requiring them to inform themselves fully of the con tents. 

It is now authenticated that the English nation’s chief, Baynes, and others, presented 
a statement, saying: — [Here follows a copy of the letter of the 18th.] 

“ Further it is authenticated, that the English private merchariis, Innes and others, 
presented a Statement to the same efiect. I'hey both have come before me, the 
Governor. Concerning these authenticated topics, on examination it is found, that 
foreigners (E jin) bringing with them foreign wxjmen (fanfoo) to C>aiiton provinces 
they (the women) w'ere merely allowed to remain on board ship. Afterwards it was 
granted that they should land at Macao. This was an extraordinary manifestation of 
the graciousness of our sage and benevolent dynasty. It cannot by any means be allowed 
to bring them (foreign women) to Canton. All the various nations of foreigners have 
for a long period obediently submitted to this. 

“ As in the 16th year of Keen Lung (a.d. 1751-2), the Dutch Foreign Merchant, 
Laon-leen, in a boat, brought to Canton a foreign wH>man, and re.«jided in the Suyfung 
Hong. At that time the foreign woman was in custody sent to Macao, and there was 
issued a severe interdict. 

** In the 34th year of Keen Lung (a.ij. 1769) an English foreign merchant, Fee 
Shun, clandestinely brought a foreign slave woman to reside in E-Wo Factory. Then 
the said foreign slave woman was sent in custody to Macao, and the Hong Merchants, 
Linguists, Compradores and government messengers were severally chastised and 
degraded, as is on record. Afterwards, whenever foreign women were brought clan- 
destinely to Canton, they were always sent back under custody to Macao. Of late^ 

3 H for 
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for ten or more years, the foreign merchants have all obediently submitted, and there 

A lie Breach been no such thing as bringing women or girls to Canton, by which it may be 

of Laws. diat the said foreigners were by no means ignorant of the Jaw. 

Now ilie said Chief Baynes, how can he intentionally oppose the prohibitions and 
orders, and bring with him a foreign woman to Canton city, to dwell, with him in the 
foreign Factory ! And after having given orders to him, he still again stupidly intro- 
duces the case of those in courts taking with them their Mandarin families, &c« A lying 
specious argument. Does he not know that the native Mandarins must be resident in 
their courts before they are allowed to have their families witb them? If they be 
deputed on public business, whether for a larger or shorter time, tliey are not allowed 
to take their families with them. The law is fixed.and manifest. Now the said nation^s 
Chief has received the commands of his King to oome to Canton provincial city to 
trade, which is not different from, receiving an Imperial Commission to go on a certain 
errand. Then even if he does fallaciously compare his case with native Mandarins, he 
ought not (according to hie own showing) to bring his family with him. Still if her 
(or rather she) remove early to Macao, he will avoid a very,, a very severe scrutiny. 
As to sitting in sedan chairs, originally, it is a small business. But foreigners, being 
in the provincial city, have not heretofore been allowed to ascend chairs. In going out 
and in from their Factories to their boats, or 'from their boats to their Factories, if it 
rained, or if they were sick and found it impossible to walk, still it was only proper 
for them to lean on some support and proceed. They were not allowed to drag in topics 
and dun with petitions. 

Again, heretofore, in consequence of various foreign nations coming to Canton 
province to trade, whose languages were uniiitelliglble, and they incapable ©f under- 
standing the proprieties, laws, prohibitions, and orders of the Celestial Empire, it was 
difficult (or impossible) for them to avoid pride and profligacy. Furtlier, being appre- 
hensive that the Security Meixhants,. &c. might be unjust in their dealings, or that 
traitorous natives might seduce to a violation of the laws, 8tc. therefore, even since 
the reign of Keen Lung, every year when the foreign ships in succession came into the 
port, proclamations containing severe interdicts were published once, really with the 
intention of looking down and compassionating the foreigners, to prevent their being 
entangled in the net of the law. This was the design. But the said foreigners in their 
petition, turn it into a disgraceful iiisuk to them, which really shows their ignorance 
of the substantialities of tlie business. 

To sum up all : The interdicts and orilers are of old standing, and, have not by 
any means been commenced to da}% Tlie said foreigners have only, as tliey ought, to 
conform obediently to the old regulations. Then, no doubt, there will be mutual 
tranquillity without disturbance. If in respect to former interdicts, there l>e an inten- 
tional opposition and disturbance created, it is all brought upon themselves by the said 
foreigners. It is by no means the case, that the Celestial Empire has not bestowed a 
gracious compassion. Try and ask: Have these said foi*eigners. passed over an immense 
ocean, several times ten thousand le (miles) for the purposes of eomnierce, or to create 
disturbance? With an impartial mind silently consider, nnd you will be vehemently 
aroused (or awakened to a sense of your condition). 

Uniting the above circumstances, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to enjoin forthwith perspicuously tliese orders on the said foreigners for their oI>edience, 

that 
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that they may take the foreign troman now living in the Factory, and immediately 
order her to be returned to Macao« 

Moreover, order that hereafter, wliether moving or at rest, there must be in all 
cases an implicit obedience to the laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire. The 
foreign women coming in ships are only allowed to reside temporarily at Macao. It is not 
allowed that they should be bi'ought to Canton. Further, it cannot be that in the 
provincial oily (foreigners) may ascend and sit in Chinese shoulder-carriages. If there 
be presumptuous mtentionol disobedionce, all the olfetKlers will be involved in a severe 
scrutiny. Hasten, hasten 1 These are the orders. 

« TaoU Kwang, 10th year, 9th month, 5th day.” 
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oi’ Laws. 


Hoppo Chung in reply to the Committee’s remonstrance of the 18th instant, and the 
remonsiranee of private Britisli merchants of' the same date- Issued October 22d ; 
received 23d, 1830. 

Chung, Imperial Commissioner of Duties at the port of Canton, 8cc. &c. to the 
Hong Merchants, requiring them to make themselves fully acquainted witli the contents 
thereof. 

“ It is authenticated, that tl>e English nation^s Chief, Baynes and others, have pre- 
sented a foreign petition written in the Chinese character, saying— [Here follows a copy 
of the document ^ the 18th.] 

“ And it is authenticated that the said natron’s Private Merchants, Innes and others, 
presented a foreign petition with a Chinese translation, saying— [Here follows a copy.] 

In consequence of these, examination being made, it is found that the taking off the 
interdict against ingress from the Southern Sea, and permitting foreigners to acommer* 
cial intercourse, occurred lit the commencement of the Dynasty, from which to the pre- 
sent is a hundred and some scores of years, during which period, for the foreigners of 
various nations who came to reside at Canton, tliere has been no affair which has not 
had old regulations, and there has been no man who did not obey the fixed laws; for 
the language and the dress of natives and foreigners are entirely different ; and the Ce- 
lestial Empire’s usages are all honourable and strict. How is it possible to suffer the 
want of a marked difference being made Ijetwecn those inside and those outside? 

Since the said foreigners come to trade, it is only incumbent on them to obey impli- 
citly the orders of Government. If they dislike the restrictions as difficult to be endured, 
it is perfectly competent to them not to take the tiouble to come so great a distance. 

All the great officers of government in Canton look up and realite (his Mi^esty's) 
desire to treat foreigners tenderly, and they continually stoop to manifest kindness to 
those who come ; but in matters which regard prohibitions, how can they in the least 
indulge in remissness. 

Now, according to what the said Chief Baynes, and others have slated, they say, 
that on the 4th of the 8th moon a Proclamation was put up, containing language in- 
tended to degrade and insult the said foreigners. 

Heretofore it has been the rule, concerning foreign ships entering the port, for my 
office to examine the old records, and uniting with the Governor, issue proclamations to 
be pasted up against the foreign Factories. From the 57th year (a. d. 1792) of K^n 
Lung till now, it has been in successi\*e years conformed to. The praclu^e was by no 
means commenced this year. Heretofore the said nation’s trading Foreign Merchants 

3 H 2 never 
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never heard that it yvns designed to treat with insult and disgrace them. The said Chief 

\llcged^Hreach resided in Canton many years, and has been constantly going out and into the 

of Laws. foreign Factories. How did he remain ignorant of the Proclamations which were put 
up according to usage, and in past years never observe the disgrace and insult, but only 
this year open out his irregular crazy proceeding? There must be some native Chinese 
traitor in the concern, deceiving and fanning the flame. 

I'he language of the said Chief and others is fallacious, and let you alone, you ex- 
clude yourselves from the life which nature gives; ns, for example, what is said in the 
petition about overstepping station or rank, and ascending sedan chairs. 

‘‘ The said Foreign Merchants have resided in Canton city for many years past. In 
j)a8t days, when going from the Factories to the boats, and from the boats to the Facto- 
ries, did they ascend chairs, or did they walk on foot? Were there no times of hot 
weather or of rain then ? Did it never happen that men's bodies were wearied then ? If 
formerly the said foreigners had ascended chairs, and at this lime they were interdicted 
and stopped, then perhaps there would be a seitiblance of a little tyranny. But if origi- 
nally they walked on foot, and now suddenly ascend shoulder* carriages, is it not over- 
stepping their station ? 

‘‘ The important ground of the provincial city is exposed to the view of every eye, 
and inside native people may not be menially employed by outside foreigners (or barba- 
rians). The said Chief and others say, that the person Astell, who sat in a chair, is the 
son of a member of their National Legislature. When that Foreign Merchant lives in 
his own country, he is no doubt the son of an honourable officer; but when he comes 
with merchant ships to Canton, and is not proceeding to Court with tribute, here no 
doubt be must merely l>e viewed as a trading Foreign Merchant. Since the said Chief 
and others understand what is reasonable and just, how is it they will not apply their 
thoughts, and awaken to a sense of propriety. I* 

As to what the petition says about foreign women residing in the Factory. Here- 
tofore when foreign women came to Canton province they were originally allowed to re- 
side temporarily at Macao. If they were brought to Canton city, it was fora long time 
past an offence against the statfttes of the local government. In the Kith and d4th 
years of Keen Lung (a. j>. 1751 and 1769) there were cases in the Courts of foreign 
women and slave (or servant) women being brought up clandestinely to Canton ; all of 
whom were by the then Governors sent back in custody to Macao. There are paj>er.s 
which may be examined. 

Tlie said Chief and others, in attending to tlie commercial affairs, have their fixed 
residence at Macao. Canton is only their temporary residence. Every day (or ordina- 
rily), by requesting a permit, they can go up and down, and perfectly attend to their 
families. What necessity is there for persons with different dress and different lan- 
guage (from the natives) to excite a commotion in the Factories, and, by a possibility of 

one 


• This feem« to refer to the low ledan ehiur, called tlio Peking Chair. 

t In tlie Governor’s reply, the Interdict was against ascending the shoulder-carriage, or sitting in a sedan chair ; 
but if sick, and not able to walk, the foreigner might lean with his bands or arms upon the yu. What yu means in 
this connection it is not easy to say; It denotes “a mortar,” held up by the bands, and may probably be tlie 
name of some mean bamboo hurdle. But he is not to usccad or sit, but hold on by this hurdle ; which statement 
it is didicult to make sense of. 
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one in 10,000, create a bloody quarrel, and make a disturbance ^hich would turn the 
subject into matter of infinite after^ regret. Let the said Chief and others consider in- Alleged Breach 
tensely their own persons and families, for the safety of whom it is very incumbent on of Laws 
them to take precautions, (and not bring them into places of danger). To sum up the 
whole, the said Chief and others having passed over the ocean so great a distance to 
come and trade, our Sacred Dynasty, which benevolently nurtures 10, 000 states, doubt- 
less will not in the least degree dew them in diflerent ways. But the Hwa and the Ee, 
the flowery natives and the barbarian foreigners, must be distinctly divided ; iHStween 
those inside and those outside there must be erected a great boundary Heretofore 
there has been no precedent for entering the Factories in shoulder-carriages, therefore 
walking on foot is no harsh *^reatment. Heretofin'e it has not been the rule for foreign 
women to reside in Canton ; therefore sending them to Macao is really the way to 
give entire security. 

The said Chief and others must, as is proper, consider the subject deeply over and 
over again, and be careful not to let other people befool them, vainly spending their 
angry breath in restive conduct, which may turn to self cutting off the road of commerce. 

Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants to enjoin 
these commands on the said Chief and others, for their obedience thereto. 

“ Oppose not. A special Edict. 

« Taou Xwang, 10th year, 9th m., Gth d. (a. d. October 22d, 1830.)” 

A Proclamation, containing ideas much the same as the above, is pasted up at the 
Hong Merchants' Hall. It is issued in the united names of the Governor and Hoppo, 
and Iscang Keun* Date, October 23d. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

25th October 1830. 

Wk have received from the Merchants the following Edict from the Iseung Keun, in 
reply to the remonstrance addressed to him on the 19th instant. 

King, the Iseung Keun, in reply to the remonstrances of the Committee, and of 
the private British Merchants, of the 18th instant ; dated 23d October, received 
26th October 1830. 

King, the Iseung Keun (or Commandant) of Canton, hereby replies oflScially to 
the two petitions of the English Foreign Merchants, Baynes, Jardine and others. 

On examination I find that all Foreign Merchants coming to Canton to trade 
ought to obey the usages and regulations of the Celestial Empire. This has long been 
a fixed rule; and all Foreign Merchants, with reverence and obedience, have also 
hitherto long yielded respectful submission. The great officers appointed on the borders 
have likewise, from time to time, explained clearly the prohibitions and commands, aiid 
issued proclamations and perspicuous edicts ; and fearing tliat the various Foreign Mer- 
chants 


* A bank, or dike, to fend off. 
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chants were not yet ^ble to understand fully, they have also commanded the Hong Mei^ 

Hi oach chants clearly and minutely to enjoin their edicts, and to apply themselves to cause that 
ol* Lawri. ftll the* foreigners slmuld know the laws of tiie Celestial Empire; and that traitorous 

natkes also should not dare, in the midst of these circumstances, to excite disturbances. 
This was to quiet the feelings of foreigners. These proclamations are really to show 
tenderness to foreigners, and to soothe anil tranquillize them; but the said foreigners, 
ignorant how to be excited to gratitude, turn round, and because of the proclamations 
disallowing them to bring foreign women with tliem to Canton provincial city, and dis- 
allowing them to sit in sedan chairs, whining, — ^whining, present petitions, i, the Iseung 
Keun, have no connection whatever with the management of foreign affairs; but as it 
is authenticated that a petition has been presented to me on these various topics, I have 
examined, and find, that hitherto, foreign women were only allowed to be in the Macao 
sliips, and to reside temporarily at Macno’^ ; they have never yet been permitted to be 
brought up by others to Canton provincial city. 

“ As to the vai'ious Foreign Merchants trading, after ascending the shore from their 
ships, it is incumbent on them to keep themselves quiet, and wait in their Factories, 
staying till tlieir merchandize is disposed of, and they have purchased and set in order 
new merchandize. Then it is incumbent on them immediately to get into their ships 
return to Macao, and thence return to their country. Hitlieito it has not been per- 
mitted to sit in sedan chairs. The fixed regulations being thus, hew can (it be allowed) 
to (Inn with disputatious petitions. 

Besides, the words contained in the petitions are very wild and fallacious ; but in 
consideration that they are foreigners, and that their language and notions of justice are 
dlfferoiit (from those of natives), 1 do not inflict severe chastisement; since it is authenti- 
cated that they have also petitioned the Governor, the Foo Yuen, and the Hoppo, they 
ought to wait till they have replied by proclamation for their commands lo be obeyed. 

“ Dated Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th m. 7th d. (October 23d 1830.)” 

Several days having now elapsed since the threat of the Viceroy to send an armed 
force into our Factories was intimated to us, and although the Merchants have solemnly 
assured us that no such threat would ever be put into execution, yet no written docu- 
ment has been produced to satisfy our minds on so important a subject, we therefore de-' 
termine to address the following letter to the Viceroy : 

** To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

‘‘ On the 20th of this month the Hong Merchants came to us in a body, and stated 
that they had a message to deliver from your Excellency, which they were ordered to 
make known to us in the most formal manner, requesting that the words as they ftdl from 
their mouths might in their presence be committed to writing; this was done, and they 
have, in consequence, been placed upon our records. We were struck with the greatest 
surprise oti their stating, tluit your Excellency had commanded them to inform us, tlmt 
in two or three clays an armed military force would be sent into our Factories to seize 
tlie person of a British subject. We had for a long succession of years felt satisfied, that 

while 

* There is a confusion In the ortginul, arising probabl/ from the people employed ia the Iftong Keun's ofUte 
being but ill acquainted with the aflairi of foreigners. 
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while in our Factories, peaceably conducting our commercial transactions, our persons 

were secure t indeed, we have been confirmed in this feeling by the conduct of all former ed Breacfi 

Viceroys. It is only under assurances of perfect security that trade can possibly be 
carried on ; our lives and persons threatened in so formal and sudden a manner, what 
renmined for us but instantly to endeavour to protect ourselves. Self preservation is 
the first principle. The feelings of distrust and alarm that this message of your Excel- 
lency has created in our minds, and in that of all the foreign community, can only be 
allayed by a strong assurance from your Excellency, that the persons of all British sub^ 
jects in our Factories are secttre,.and these buildings inviolate from the intrusion of an 
armed force. 

“ Canton, 

25 October 18S0.’^ Signed by the President. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 28th October IBSO. 

This afternoon the Senior Merchants waited on the Pt-esident, and delivered to him 
the following Edict from the Viceroy, at the same time renewing, in the strongest terms, 
their assurances, that no^ molestation would be ever oflared to any persons resident in 
our Factories. 

“ Reply of Governor Le to Committee’s note of October 25th, dated 27th, received 

evening of 28th, 1830. 

“ Lc, Member of the Military Bbard, Governor of Canton, &c., to the Hong Mer- 
chnius. 

“ It is authenticated, that the English nation’s Chiefs Baynes, and others, have pre- 
sented a statement, saying — [Here follows a copy of the Committee’s note of the 25th 
instant.] 

This being authenticated, coming before me the Governor, I have examined, and 
find that in consequence of an Indian Foreign Merchant in a foreign Factory, beating 
to death a Dutcli captain, and it being right according to law that the affair should 
i-evert to the local officers to examine into it, report to their superiors, and manage, the 
said Chief and others delayed to deliver up the murderers. Further, there was an oppo- 
sition to regulations, in bringing up a foreign woman and girl to reside in the Canton 
Factories. 

The said Chief and others sent statements, with a coloured explanation, therefore I 
ordered the Hong Merchants to command, solemnly, the said Chief and others to obey 
implicitly, and adhere to old regulations. That they must not intentionally disobey 
and bring upon themselves the guilt of perverseness. 

The language used about sending troops to drive out and expel, was under an 

apprehension 


• Pae Ping, Keu chtth. The Keu chuh is a very harsh phrase, used in the first document ; it means, driving cattle 
out of II field, and pigs out of a yard. The next word used in reference to the foreign woman was yu, to send under 
custody of the police. The word used below \$JbOf which denotes going in a respectful manner. 
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apprehension, that the said Foreign Merchants would be pertinaciously stupid, and not 

VIlegeci^Breach awaken, and from first to last would oppose, so as eventually to make it necessary to act 
ul Laws. thii.s. Therefore, was pointed out clearly the ultimate calamity, to cause them to know 
that which would arouse and awaken them. If indeed they themselves become penitent 
and reform (or alter their conduct), what necessity is there for them to be afraid of the 
majesty of the military? 

The Celestial Empire benevolently nourishes, righteously rectifies and gloriously 
magnifies a vast forbearance. How is it possible, that for driblets of men in a petty, 
petty, barbarian * Factory, troops should be moved to exterminate ! ! ! But the said 
Chief and others could not explain this intention (in the Hong Merchant's threat), they 
stupidly listened to the teaching of traitorous persons, and forthwith presumed, in oppo- 
sition to inhibitions, to order guns and arms to be brought up, and arrange them at the 
door of their Factory. This is still more wild and erroneous; only try to think, if in- 
deed the said foreigners had among them an illegality of a very important nature, I, the 
Governor, would instantly fly to report to the Emperor, and the Government troops 
would gather together like clouds, exterminate them, and leave a perfect vacuum. How 
could their gun.s and arms they have brought presume to oppose such a force. 

As to what the statement sent says, that they have prepared to defend themselves, 
is also very foolish ; again they say, that heretofore, for a long time, they have had 
confidence in the management of business, kc. If for a long time they have had con- 
fidence, then they ought not, in what has long been disallowed, to disobey and act irregu- 
larly. 

“ This year the said nation's foreigner, Wei Lin Luce Chay, and others, were 
shipwrecked on the coast of Fokein, I reported to the Emperor concerning them, gave 
them food to eat, and delivered them over to the said Chief to send them home. How 
can it be supposed that Foreign Merchants at Canton tranquilly trading, will not be 
protected. 

I, the Governor, in transacting public affairs have never once failed to keep faith 
with the people. After this explicit order, it is necessary immediately, and hastily, take 
the guns and arms, and send them l>ack to the foreign ships. The woman and girl 
brought must be instantly sent to Macao, then what is gone by may be passed over 
without a deep injury. 

Do not uselessly be in doubt and fear, and still go on with pride and fright, like a 
vicious horse; moreover, it is incumbent on you to lead and induce all the foreigners 
hereafter, for ever to obey the laws and regulations, that none may presume to disobey. 
If you remain still perversely obstinate and unwilling, assuredly a report will be pre- 
.sented to the Emperor, and an order received to cut off the commerce. It will also be 
impossible for me, the Governor, to stoop to prdtect. Let the said Chief be careful 
that he does not, by his individual mad opposition, involve all foreigners; the crime 
will really have one to revert to. 

Uniting these things, I order the Hong Merchants to enjoin immediately my 
orders on the said chief, to obey and hasten to take the guns and arms at the Company's 

Factory, 


• It is impossible by tlie word foreign (le) to give the spirit of this sentence. 
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Factory, and the same day remove them to Whampoa, and to n)^ke haste and send 
back to Macao, the woman and girl that lie brought, to abide in his station tranquilly 
trading, and by no means stupidly listen to deceiving reports, irregularly exciting 
terror and fear, with wilful opposition to prohibitions and orders, for so doing he will 
hereafter repent without eifect. Hasten ! hasten ! Tliese are the orders. 

Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th m. 11th d. (27th October 1830.)” 


CHINA PAPERS 


(A.) 

Alleged Breacli 
of Laws. 


The following Addresses to the Viceroy and Hoppo having been approved of by the 
Board, will be forwarded to their respective addresses as soon as they arc translated. 

To the Viceroy of Canton. 

‘‘ We have received from the Hong Merchants your Excellency’s letter on the 
subject of foreign women coming tii Canton, and on foreigners not being permitted to 
ride in sedan chairs. In regard to the former we are told, that it is contrary to the 
laws of the Celestial Empire for foreigners to have their wives residing with them. But 
llie public records of foreigners at Canton show that their wives did formerly reside with 
them : the custom has fallen into disuse for many years from foreigners not wishing to 
bring them to this city. In all civilised nations it is ordained that men should live with 
their families, and it is invariably found, that those wdio do are the most peaceable and 
least inclined to create disturbances. But if such be the law of the Celestial Empire, 
how comes it that several foreign women did reside in Canton for many montlis last 
season when the ships were here: no prohibition then existed, or it would have been 
promulgated; the thing was publicly known, no coiicealmenl was attempted, and no 
disturbance or confusion ensued ; to suppose that such a thing could happen unknown 
to liic ])olice, or to your Excellency, is what we never can believe. Was the law then 
suspended (if such a law does exist) only to be now put in force to irritate and insult 
witli more effect ; for what can irritate more, or make men more reckless of what acts 
they commit, than to endeavour to tear from llicm their wives and families. W ith 
respect to foreigners not being allowed to ride in sedan chairs in a provincial city, the 
law and custom are much at variance, for wc ourselves have at different times for the 
last twenty years ridden in sedan chairs when going to merchants’ houses, and our pre- 
decessors have done tlie same time immemorial, even to the palace of the Viceroy. If 
a man be sick, and cannot walk, and yet be obliged to attend a merchant’s warelioiise, 
how is he to get there if boats cannot be used, unless in a chair. Your Excellency 
cannot surely mean that he is to be hoisted on a man’s shoulders, or conveyed in a 
basket such as pigs are carried in ; we know nothing else he could have recourse to, and 
wc know well what a disturbance such a sight as this would cause, and we dread the 
consequences that might ensue. Your Excellency is said to see into the heart of his 
Imperial Majesty, but we will not be persuaded that a prohibition so devoid of all com- 
passion or benevolence, so unworthy the character of a civilized nation, can emanate 
from so wise a Sovereign. Are we permitted to come here to trade, to disperse our 
money, and yet not be permitted to shelter ourselves from the heat of the sun or the 
inclemency of the weather; as well might we be told that the laws of China in a pro- 
vincial city £jrbid us to wear a hat or use an uinhrella. Let foreigners be treated, not 

3 I like 
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like dogs> but bunu|/i beings and they will be grateful, and nothing need be feared from 
traitorous natives ; but drive them to extremities by unnecessary insults and ridiculous 
prohibitions, and they will rebel. A thing trifling in itself becomes of importance if 
iiseil as a mean to insult and inflame. 

We beg, from the wisdom of your Excellency, that these absurd and highly irritating 
orders iimy be cancelled and puss into oblivion. 


‘‘ To his Excellency the Hoppo. 

“We have received from your Excellency an Edict embracing several topics, to 
which we now reply. In regard to the insulting and highly irritating proclamations 
pasted up against our Factory walls, as well as to the absurd prohibition now for the 
first time attempted to be enforced against foreigners riding in chairs, your Excellency 
remarks, ^ How is it that the said Chief Baynes and others have only now found out 
these insults, and have only now discovered that the weather is hot, and their liodies 
wearied?^ We have to observe to your Excellency that we have long patiently borne 
many grievances and prohibitions imposed upon us by the local government, which we 
are satisfied never emanated from the heart of his Imperial Majesty. But forbearance 
is not appreciated, and has its limits. We hear a great deal in the Edicts of your 
Excellency and the other authorities of Canton, about the compassion, the tenderness 
and the benevolence shown to foreigners in this country; but where is the foreigner who 
can say that these virtues so much vaunted by the local authorities in their public 
proclamations have ever been extended to him in Canton; they are found on a paper 
ill official documents, but no where else. In regard to riding in chairs, we have our- 
selves ridden in chairs at Canton for the last twenty years, and our predecessors have 
done the same for time immemorial, even to the palace of the Viceroy. 

“ The sovereigns of England and China are on terms of amity, and consequently 
commerce takes place between the two kingdoms, a commerce equally advantageous to 
Ixjth, certainly not more so to England than to China. Are we permitted then to 
come here to trade, to disperse our money, and not permitted to shelter ourselves from 
the heat of the sun, or the inclemencies of the weather in our necessary excursions from 
our Factories to the merchants’ warehouses ; the prohibition now for the first time 
attempted is ridiculous, and never will we believe it to emanate from the Emperor of 
China, who, when these things are represented to him formally, as perhaps they may be, 
will not, we are confident, sanction unnecessary insults and prohibitions attempted to be 
imposed on foreigners by the local government, for no other purpose that we can per- 
ceive but to drive things to extremities. 

“ Your Excellency says, there must be traitorous natives concerned with us who 
fan the flame ; but we must tell your Excellency we want not the aid of traitorous 
natives to make us know what is due to ourselves when attempted to be trampled 
upon. 

“ Let foreigners be treated, not like dogs, but human beings, and they will be grateful, 
and no fear need be entertained of traitorous natives ; but drive them to extremities b^’^ 
unnecessary insults, and absurd prohibitions, and they will rebel. 

“ In regard to foreign women coming to Canton, the public records pf foreigners 

show, 
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show, that foreign women did formerly reside with their husbamds in Canton; the "7” 

custom has fallen into disuse from foreigners not bringing their wives with them. The Alleged Breach 
law of nature ordains that a man should live with his wife and children^ and the attempt of Laws, 
to make a law subversive of this is impossible. A man with his family is more disposed 
to be peaceable than others without these ties ; and it is the custom for our wives to 
remain at home and employ themselves with their children, and not to make distur- 
bances. But if such a law does exist, forbidding foreign women to come to Canton, how' 
is it that last season, when the ships were here, several foreign women resided in Canton ; 
no notice was taken of it, no concealment was attempted, it was publicly known. Are 
we to suppose that the police and authorities were ignorant of this fact? The thing is 
impossible. Does a law then exist which can be suspended or put in force as may suit 
the purposes of the local government ? We know, and have seen enough to be con- 
vinced, that many things are done at Canton by the local authorities which, if known 
to his Imperial Majesty, would draw down his vengeance upon them for risking the 
harmony wliich at present subsists between two great kingdoms, by driving foreigners 
to extremities , by oppression, when a contrary treatment would make them peaceable 
and contented.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 29 th October 1830. 

‘‘ To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

We liave received a letter from your Excellency, intended to convey the assurances 
of our personal security within our Factories, and that they shall be free from all intrn- 
sioiLs on ihc part of the Government, we trust that your Excellency's future conduct 
will prove the sincerity of your as.'jurauces of protection, and will prevent tlie necessity of 
n sorting to measures to protect ourselves.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 1st November 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Viceroy in reply to our short 
address, recorded on tlie 29th. 

Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants. 

‘‘It is authenticated that the English Chief, Baynes, and others have presented a 
statement, saying, — [Here follows a copy of the Note of October the 29th.] 

“ This coming before me, the Governor, I decide according to it, tlyit since the said 
Chief and others have become penitent, and arc awakened to solicit protection, I, the 
(lovenior, assuredly will not admirflie principle of moving the military to surround and 
expel them. 

“ According to the contents of the petition, I write these circumstances, and forth wit Ii 
order the Hong Merchants immediately to enjoin these commands on the said Chief 

3 12 ami 
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~ Slid otfaera for their obedience thereto. Hereafter they must implicitly obey the laws 

Aiieged Breach regulations of the Celestial Empire. 

of Laws. They must not in the least disobey> but set an example and induce all foreigners, 

every one of them to keep in their proper stations, and then they will not lose the 
road of commerce for remote men (t. e. not cause the whole foreign trade to be inter-* 
dieted). 

Moreover, let these orders be enjoined on the foreigners of all nations, that they 
may as a body yield obedience thereto. Oppose noL These are the commands. 

Tooukwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 16th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 2d November 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Viceroy : 

“ From Governor Le, ordering four small guns to be sent away from the Company’s 

Factory, dated November 1st, 1830. 

Le, Member of the Military Board and Governor of Canton and Kwang-sc, hereby 
issues an order to the Hong Merchants, with which they are required to make them- 
selves fully acquainted. 

It appears that the English Foreign Merchants had brought and laid up guns in the 
(’ompany’s foreign Factory. Yesterday it was authenticated that the Nan-Hue-Heen 
uritl tlie said Merchants reported that the said Foreigners, on the I5th day of tlie present 
moon (October 31st), took two large brass guns and muskets, and other military weapons, 
and removed them back to Whampoa. 

‘‘ But on examination it was authenticated, on a former day, by the Report of the 
Military Station, that they altogether brought up two large guns and four small brass 
guns. Now there have only been taken away tw^o large guns; there are still four small 
brass guns, concerning which no report of their having been removed has yet Ixecn 
authenticated. These are military weapons, and without regard to whether they are 
great or small, they all uuglit not to be kept in tb^e Factory. 

Since the said Chief himself says that he has confidence in Government, it is in- 
cumbent on liim immediately to take the four small brass guns, and transport them 
altogether back to Whampoa. 

“■ Uniting these circumstances, I forthwith issue this order. When the order reaches 
the said Merchants, let them immediately enjoin it on the said Chief and others, that in 
obetlicaice thereto they may quickly take die four small brass guns, and on the same day 
remove them back to Whampoa on board the foreign ships, and let them (the Merciiants) 
again present a preparccj report of the circumstance of removing them. It is not allowed 
to delay and gloss over. Hasten ! hasten ! these arc the orders. 

‘‘ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 16th day.” 

The guns alluded to in the foregoing edict were three small brass guns belonging to 
the cutler, and were retained in Uanton, in order to be replaced on board her on her 
return tet Macao. Feeling anxious, however, that there should be no apparent want of 

confidence 
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confidence or good faith on our part, we assured the Merchants that 4hey should instantly 
be sent away, and that they should be informed of the circumstance as soon as they were Alleirl^ Breach 
gone. of Laws. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 13th November 1830. " 

The Hopfjo Chung, in reply to the Committee’s letter, October 28th, 1830; received 
November 13th, dated the 9th. 

Chung, Hbppo, &c. to the Hong Merchants. 

It is authenticated that the English Nation's Chief, Baynes, and others, have pre- 
sented a statement, as follows : — [Here follows a copy.] 

“ This coming before me, the Hoppo, I have examined, and find that the said Chief 
and others before ])resented a petition, in reply to which 1 explicitly commanded the 
Hong Merchants to order the said Cliiel'and others to adhere implicitly to the old regu- 
lations, that they must not intentionally oppose prohibitions. 

“ Now the said Chief and others have again sent in a whining, dunning, disputatious 
representation. The contents of the petition are not originally worth any further notice 
or persuasion, but indulgently considering that the said Foreign Merchants have come 
10,000 miles to trade, audit involves their very means of existence, 1 would exercise the 
liberality of our holy and Avis<i Dynasty, which is as expansive as Heaven itself, and for 
the sake of the said Chief and others stoop to point out their stupidity. 

In their petition they say that the insulting proclamation suspended against the 
C ■ompariy's Hong, has been reluctantly borne with for many years by Foreign Mer- 
chants, &c. Know they not that the Celestial Em]nrc benevolently cherishes and justly 
corrects. I was only apprehensive that the said Barbarian Merchants would throw 
themselves into the net of the law, and therefore previously promulgated instructions, 
and stooped to show the way of preserving all entire. I by no means harboured the 
least intention of harsh treatment. 

‘‘ Besides, thv, proclamation stuck up against the Company’s Hong has been there 
;innually for more than thirty years. It did not commence to-day. As they say the 
language of the proclamation was rather ignominious, why did not the former Barbarian 
Merchants early indulge their anger, and with hearts, dead to the subject, cease to come 
again to knock head at the service for an ojieii market ! Why did they cross an im- 
mense ocean, through numerous dangers, and every year come. It may be seen that the 
said nation's* native spirit depends solely on trade for the necessaries requisite to sup- 
port life. Woollens, camlets, clocks and watches are things which China does not find 
necessary, but tea and silk are articles which the said nation cannot possibly do without. 
It is by no means the cas(» that the former Foreign Mercliants forced themselves to bear 
patiently, but the fact is, they clung to the means of getting a livelihood (or supporting 
existence). 

Now 
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” Now the said Chief and others disobey, and offend against the orders of Govern- 
ment, and on eveiy subject croakingiy boast. 

“ 'I'he Governor, and I, the Hoppo, have already met, and according to the facts 
reported for the hearing of the great Emperor, although he cherishes tender thoughts 
intensely, how can he extend indulgence to violators of the law ? The state of things 
must provoke his holy anger to inflict severe chastisement, and possibly* to interdict the 
commerce, not allowing it to come from the south. 

‘‘ Although I wish to keep things entire, I have no opportunity afforded to confer 
corppassionate kindness. This is caused by the said Chief and others thentselves cutting 
off the means of existence, and involving all the Foreign (or Barbarian) Merchants 
throughout the whole of their country. The said Chief and others must, as is incumbent, 
over and over deeply medkate, and become aroused and awakened to repent of tiie past, 
and guard against the future. Do not scheme ibr selfish convenience, and obstinately 
adhere to your former talk, llius, with quiet mind, keeping in your station, you may 
enjoy the favour of benevolent rule. Let the said Chief and others look up, and realize 
these thoughts. Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to act in obedience to the tenor of this, and to take the circumstances and principles con- 
tained in the above commands, and addressing themselves to the Chief, clearly and dis- 
tinctly proclaim them to him. It is absolutely necessary that backwards and forwards 
and round about the matter he explained, and be caused to report intensely ! Intensely ! 
A special Edict. 

‘‘ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 24th day (Nov. 9th, 1830).” 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 30th November 1830. 

The following document has this day come into our possession, and although the 
mode in which it was obtained renders it impossible to place implicit confidence in its 
authenticity, still, as far as can be gathered from internal evidence, it leads us to believe 
it to be genuine. If so, it is a good specimen of the manner in which reports are made 
to the Imperial Court from distant provinces of the empire, and tends to show how 
plausible a statement may be drawn up on any subject, where all regard for truth is 
thrown side. 

“ Memorial from Iseang Keun, Governor, Foo Yuen and Hoppo to the Emperor, 
relative to Foreign Aflairs, written early in November 1830, and Copy received 
from a private band; the Copy receivedds not dated. 

‘‘ King, the Iseang Keun, Commandant of Canton, Le, Governor of Canton and 
Kwongse provinces, Loo, Foo Yuen of Canton province, and Cl\ung, Hoppo of Call ton, 
kneel and report to his Majesty for his information. 

‘‘ On examination it appears, that all the Foreigners of various nations, who, crossing 
the sea, come to Canton to exchange goods, reside during the spring and summer of 
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every year at Macao. For the autumn and winter the import and ^stport goods being 

all at Canton» where the Hong Merchants exchange them, they then remove and reside breach 

at Canton, in the foreign Factories; foreign women brought with them were formerly ^ Laws, 
permitted only to reside on board the foreign ships; in the 16th year of Keen Lung 
(a. I). 1751), they were first permitted to reside at Macao ; but as yet no permission had 
been granted for them to be brought to Canton. In the 84th year of Keen Lung 
(a. d. 1769), Feishin, an Englishman, brought up a foreign woman to reside at Canton; 
the foreign woman was taken in custody back to Macao, and a strict prohibitory pro- 
clamation was issued. There are still records hereof that can be examined. 

‘After the 34th year of Keen Lung there have been reports of foreign women being 
clandestinely brought to Canton, or residing there in secret for several days; but it has 
been without any person being aware thereof ; and they have afterwards been taken 
back to Macao; when this has been the case there are no records that can be examined. 

‘*lt appears on inquiry, that in the spring of the present year, foreign women came 
to Canton and resided here secretly; but just when orders were being issued to the 
Hong Merchants to drive them away, they returned to Macao. Now the English 
Chief*, Baynes, has again brought a foreign woman to Canton, to reside in the Com- 
pany’s Foreign FacU^ry; and, moreover, the said Foreign Merchants, coming on 
shore from their ships, have entered their Factories sitting in sedan chairs. Your 
Minister Le, issued orders to the Hong Merchants immediately to drive out the foreign 
woman, and bid her return to Macao; and not hereafter to permit Foreign Merchants, 
when entering their Factories, to get into sedan chairs or sit in shoulder-carriages. It 
is authenticated that the said Chief and others immediately thereon, came to the four 
offices of u.s, your Ministers, and at cacli presented a petition, praying for foreign wo- 
men to reside in their Factories, and for permission to be granted to use sedan chairs ; 
the language of the petitioners was not clear and perspicuous, and the phraseology was 
far from humble. We, your Ministers, have all, with strictness, rejected their peti- 
tions, and oWered them still to obey old regulations, and not in the least oppose 
them. 

' “ The said Chief and others having heard it falsely reported without, that soldiers 
were to be appointed to surround and expel the Foreign Merchant and foreign woman, 
became fearful and suspicious in their minds, and sent a general letter to all the ships 
anchored at Whampoa, ordering above one hundred sailors, undercover of night, to 
take several guns, muskets, &c., conceal them in the hold of a small vessel, and clan- 
destinely enter with them into the Foreign Factories in Canton provincial city. The 
military stations immediately got information of it and reported ; and we, your Minis- 
ters, instantly gave secret orders to the officers of the military stations, on land and 
water, not to make the least noise or motion, but to keep watch with increased vigi- 
lance, and ordered the Foo and llcen Magistrates, and the Wei-Yuen, all to appoint 
trusty attendant in different places, to examine carefully and suppress disturbance, and 
not permit native traitorous Chinese to hook on with, instigate, and befool foreigners 
and create riot ; that hereby the Merchants and populace might be prevented from 
becoming alarmed or suspicious. We at the same time ordered the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to speak sternly to the said foreigners, demanding why they secretly 
brought guns, &c. to their Factories ; and what were their intentions ? It is authen- 
ticated 
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ticated that they defclared, that it was really because they had heard that soldiers should 

Alleged Breach immediately appointed to take the foreign man and foreign woman, and drive them 
of Laws. both out; that in the fear and excited feelings of the moment, they took the muskets 

and guns which had been brought in their ships, for the defence of their persons, and 
‘ brought them up during the night, and that they really did not know that guns were 
things which were not permitted to be brought up. On examination, we, your Minis- 
ters, find, that the said Foreigners, in coming up to Canton and going down to Macao, 
have hitherto been permitteil to carry two or three muskets with them to protect them- 
selves against thieves; this is really not prohibited ! but as to the guns on board the 
sliips, for many years they have not been permitted to be brought to the Factories m 
Canton. We again strictly commanded the said foreigners speedily to lake the guns 
and muskets and immediately carry them back to the sliips, and to make the sailors 
return quickly to Whampoa. After the lapse of some days, the said foreigners took 
the muskets and carried them away, and the sailors scattered and returned, but tli(‘ 
guns still remain planted within the gate of the Foreign Factory ; and the Hong Mer- 
chants were requested to solicit for them, that a short time might be ;^ranted before the 
foreign woman was again ordered to Macao. Wc, your Ministers, considering llial 
the said foreigner, Baynes, in the first place secretly brought a foreign woman to 
in this Factory, and in the next place clandestinely transported guns and wca])oiis 
from the ships to guard against being surrounded and expelled, both which are acts ol 
presumption and opposition to old regulations, mad, rebellious and irregular acts ; 
have now again ordered the foreign woman to be immediately and speedily laKeii in 
custody back to Macao, and the guns that are still retained to be all carried back to 
the ships and kept thor(\ If they really act in obedience to these orders, and do not 
oppose, we, your Ministers, will, looking up, take the tender intentions entertained 
l)y your sacred Majesty, and still ]iermit them to continue trading as usual ; but if they 
dare to delay or op[)ose, we will then, according to your Majesty’s cjlict of last year, 
drive them out and expel them with severity, entirely stop their trade, and inflii t a 
heavy punishment on them ; we decidedly will not 2>rcsumo to make the least accom 
modatioii with them, thereby leading to the increase of the unruly disposition of the 
obstinate foreigners. 

‘‘We, your Ministers, consider that, though this time the offences of the foreigners 
in opposing prohibitions have not brought us to the necessity of employing soldiers, yet 
the said foreigners original disposition luis heretofore been unyielding and unfatliom- 
abie. If it be necessary to keep them in awe by a military, force, then it will be inciirn- 
l>cnt on your Minister King to aj)point officers and soldiers of the Eight Banners (that 
is, Tartars), both on land and water, and unite them with the officers and soldiers 
whom your Minister Le will appoint, that they may conjointly manage the business. 

“ Again, we, by express, present a prepared Memorial. Because this business has 
relation to foreigners, and involves the dignity of the empire, we dare*not refrain from 
stating the facts. With reverence, we, in conjunction with your Minister King, the 
Too-tung of the right wing, unitedly present this secret Memorial, begging your 
Majesty’s sacred glance at it. A respectful Memorial.” 


EXTRACT 
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Date4 8th December 1830. 

The Merchants this day waited on Mr. Davis, bringing with them two^Edicts, one from 
the Viceroy, respecting the late Committee, and another from the Kwangchow Foo, 
concerning the residence of ladies in Canton. The one from the Viceroy was of so 
insulting and improper a character that Mr. Davis declined receiving it on his own 
authority, and told them they had better present it to the assembled Committee. 

The following is a translation of the Kwangchow Foo’s edict : 

** Fum Hoo, the Kwangchow Foo, dated December 4th, received the 9th 1830. 

** IIoo, the Kwangchow Foo, issues this to give orders concerning a certain affair. 

** It appears that the foreigners have disobeyed prohibitions, and presumed to bring 
foreign women up to the provincial city. The Governor’s orders have been repeatedly 
received to drive them away. 

It has been officially reported to Government that the foreign women brought by 
the English Chief Baynes, and the American Foreign Merchant Low, have been re- 
turned to Macao ; but it is found that the English Foreign Merchant Thornhill, and 
the Indian Foreign Merchant Whiteman, both brought foreign women and servant 
girls, and they are still residing in the Foreign Factories. As yet no official report of 
their return to Macao has been sent in. 

Why do the Hong Merchants suffer them to procrastinate ? It greatly indicates 
contemptuous trifling. 

‘‘ Severe and intense orders have now been received from the Governor, urging the 
business, and it is decidedly impossible to suffer it longer for a moment. 

Beside issuing orders to the Nanhaeheen to- act in obedience thereto, this order is 
issued to the Hong Merchants, requiring them as soon as they receive it to enjoin its 
contents authoritatively on the said Foreign Merchant Thornhill, requiring him this 
’‘very day to take the foreign women and servant girl, and send them in custody back to 
IVfacao. 

Let an official answer be returned for careful examination. If disobedience and 
delay be still persisted in, the Security Merchant, the Linguist and the Compradore 
shall all be brought up and involved in a manner not expedient for them. Hasten ! 
hasten ! These are the commands. 

Taoukwang, lOih year, 10th moon, 20th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated llth December 1830. 

The Committee assembled to meet the Merchants. Previously to their arrival the 
President stated to the Committee that they must in some degree feel prepared for 
renewed attempts at annoyance on the part of the Government, in consequence of the 
late changes, and that the surest and most prudent mode would be to meet them with 
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^ ^ such a degree of temperate firmness at the very outset as would efFeotaally check such 

Alleged Breach ^ disposition. The other members of the Committee cordially coincided in these sen- 
of Laws. timcnts. 

The younger Howqua and Mowqua having arrived, they delivered to the Committee 
the Viceroy’s Edict respecting the late President, which was forthwith sent to be 
translated. 

Mowqua then stated that they were directed by the Viceroy to communicate his 
commands, that the Committee should instantly order the ladies now resident in Canton 
to return to Macao. This was refused, and they were told that by their own positive 
pledge and promise on tlie 29th of October, no further annoyance was to be given on 
the subject, and that the question was then set at rest. 

They then endeavoured to urge the point, by representing the persecutions they 
would be subjected to in consequence. We informed them that we deeply regretted 
such should be the cose ; that could we in any mode help them we should be most wil- 
ling ; but that we could on no account recognize the principle that we were to be forced 
into compliance on that or any other point by an appeal to our feelings. We told them 
that such a compliance could not fail to be highly injurious to both parties, for that if 
the local authorities once entertained the notion that we could be induced to swerve 
from our resolutions by the imprisonment and persecution of those with whom we have 
intercourse, it would inevitably be resorted to on all occasions. We should here re- 
mark, that the younger Kinqua, who is the Hong Merchant, has been for some days 
past in prison at the Nanhae’s jail. The cause assigned is that he secured a ship con> 
signed to Mr. Whiteman, but which has now left the port nearly three months. Mrs. 
Whiteman has been residing in Canton for the last fortnight, and this measure has 
been resorted to by the Government as tlie means of compelling her to return to 
Macao. The merchants then withdrew, and the (Committee separated. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 12th December 1880, 

The following is a translation of the Edict yesterday received from the Merchants. 

Document from the Hoppo Chung concerning Mr. Baynes, dated November 80, 
received December 1 1, 

“ Chung, by imperial appointment, Hoppo of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 

Howqua and others. 

1 HAVE received from the Governor a communication, on opening which the foL 
lowing appeared ; 

“ Last year the English nation’s foreign ships delayed entering the port, in expecta- 
tion of obtaining an alteration of the old commercial regulations, and repeatedly 
sent in dunning^ petitions. Although the Chief Plowden joined his name with the 

others, 


• Orinsttlting. 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 433 


CHINA PAPEUJy. 

Others, I, the Governor, on making a minute and careful inquiry^ have heard that the 

business all arose from Baynes, Millett, &c. wildly putting forth their lordly views,* and /viIeged^Breach 

laying plan.s of perverse craftiness, so that the ships long remained anchored outside, of Laws. 

much of the cargo became mouldy and rotten, and all the merchants were greatly 

injured. 

This year Baynes falsely filled the office of Chief, and again presumed to oppose 
the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, brought women and girls to the provincial city 
to dwell in the Company’s Factory; and at last, when his reasoning failed and his heart 
became frightened, he ordered the sailors in the ships to bring up during the night five 
brass guns, muskets, &c., and arranged them at the gate of the Foreign Factories for 
the purpose of defence. 8uch conduct as this was indeed the extreme of mad rebellion. 

It would have been right immediately to have inflicted extermination; but considering 
that this was the crime of one individual, Baynes, I could not bear to involve all the 
foreigners ; therefore I, the Cjov(*rnor, stooped to exercise clemency and forgiveness, and 
not only forbore to inflict awful punishment, but also refrained from stopping the trade. 

I suppose this comjiletcness of compassion for remote persons, is w'luit all the Foreign 
Merchants of the said natioifs ships universally know, and have heard. 

But Baynes audaciously exhibited every sort of contemptuous behaviour; death 
is not sufficient to cover his crime ! 

I, the Governor, have already united with the Jseang Keun, the Fooyuen and the 
Hoppo, in a memorial to the Emperor on the subject. It is estinmicd, that during the 
first decade of the 11th moon (before the 2ttli December), the Imperial will may be 
received. 

‘‘ I have now received a document from his honour the IIoppo, saying, that a permit 
is requested by the Englishmen Marjoribanks, Davis, Robinson, &c., to come to the 
provincial city. 

I suppose they were chosen to be Chief, Second and Third, and have come to 
change the Committee. Since the said Baynes goes out of the Chiefship, it is a (jiies- 
tion w hether or not he should be ordered back to his own country. If hereafter we shall 
receive his Majesty’s commands to take Baynes and punish his crimes, it will then he 
right that he be delivered over to be punished. He must not clandestinely steal away, 
in the hasty hope of getting oifas if nothing had occurred. 

‘‘ Beside ordering the Hong Merchants, Howqua, &c., in obedience hereto, to go 
immediately, and perspicuously enjoin the tenor of the above commands on the new 
Chief, and order him on the same day to write back perspicuously, liow Baynes is taken 
care of to be fortliconiing, no excuses or procrastination can be allowed, such conduct 
will involve him in heavy guilt. 

Moreover letters have been sent to the Poocliingsze and Anchaszse, to unite and 
hasten to order the Kw'angchowfoo to take under his direction the Nanhaeheen, and 
communicate orders to the Hong Merchants that they may, in obedience thereto, enjoin 
the commands of Government on the new Chief and others to write back, clearly stating 
in what place they have confined Baynes till the business be settled. 

‘‘ Furthermore, 


Or dc'ciKiono. 
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“ — • “ Furthermore, it is right to make this communication to the Hoppo, that he may 

Alleged Breach examine the contents and act accordingly* 

of Laws. “ On this coming before me, the Hoppo, I forthwith issue an order to the Hong 

Merchants. 

‘‘ [Here he repeats the last clause of the Governor’s document.] Tremble at this ! 
A Special Edict ! 

‘‘ Taowkwang, 10th year, 10th moon, I6th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 14th December 1830. 

The following reply to the Governor’s Edict having been approved of by the Board, 
the Merchants will be recjuested to attend the Committee to-morrow morn in cr to 
receive it. 

** To His Excellency the Governor of Canton. 

‘‘ We have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, bearing date the 10th year, 
10th moon, and 15th day. 

“ We beg to acquaint you, that in compliance with instructions received from the 
autliorities in England, to whom alone we look for all orders regulating our transactions 
in tliis country, wc have undertaken the management of the affairs of the East-Indiu 
Company in China. It will at all limes be to us a source of satisfaction if the amicable 
relations between the British nation and China can be preserved uninterrupted. It is 
therefore with much regret wc have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, asserting 
a right of interference with the servants of the Company in this country, which we beg 
firmly, but respectfully, to state we can never admit. In regard to the personal impu- 
tations directed against the late Chief of this Factory, we feel ourselves called upon 
altogether to disclaim them. It is stated, that the ships of the Company were by him 
prevented entering the port, ‘ in expectation of obtaining an alteration of the old com- 
mercial regulations;’ but according to your Excellency’s admission, the condition of the 
Hong Merchants had at that period become ‘ sickened and debased,’ and foreign trade 
with China was in a state which imperiously called for amelioration ; we are glad to 
think that that amelioration has in some measure been accomplished. 

‘‘ Mr. Baynes did not, as your Excellency has been most improperly informed, 
‘ falsely fill the office of Chief;’ but on Mr. Plowdcn’s departure it became his duty 
to take upon himself that office, and to conduct, in concert with the other members of 
the Committee, the afiairs of the East-lndia Company. 

“ In regard to the subject next alluded to in the Proclamation, to which we now offer 
a reply, namely, the resort of the wives of British subjects to Canton, we cannot but 
believe that your Excellency has, from the expressions which you have applied to it, 
been much misinformed. The wives and families of foreigners have at all times been 
admitted to reside at Macao, nor have the laws of China eyer prohibited their doing 
so. By your Excellency’s predecessor an English lady was ordered to be brought to 

Canton, 
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Canton, who had unfortunately been wrecked in an English ship op the coast of Hainan, — 

and was conveyed here with other persons in a Chinese trading vesseL It has fre- ecl^Breiuh 

quently occurred that English ships have been the means of saving the lives of Chinese Laws, 

subjects, who have been found cast away on some of the numerous islands in the seas 
adjacent to this empire. The mind dwells with sincere pleasure on such reciprocal good 
offices, proofs alike of civilization and humanity. 

“ In this country, where the relations existing between husband and wife, and 
parent and child, are held in such lugh and deserved estimation, we cannot believe that 
it could ever be your Excellency’s wish to deny to foreign residents in Canton the pos- 
session of these advantages, on which, according to tlie maxims venerated in China, the 
moral condition and happiness of mankind so much depends. Such we feel assured could 
never be the intention of the benevolent mind of his Imperial Majesty, who so unre- 
mittingly inculcates the conjugal, parental, and htial duties on his own subjects. 

In reply to the statement that the late Chief of the Factory acted violently in 
ordering armed men to Canton, we have only to mention that this was done in conse- 
quence of a formal intimation, which was made by the Hong Merchants, that the Fac- 
tory was about to be attacked. Mr. Baynes being thus assured that the lives and pro- 
perly of British subjects were endangered, deemed himself called upon to protect 
them. 

‘‘ We could have much wished that we were not under the necessity of offering any 
further observations on the Proclamation, to which we now reply, as we are still inclined 
to believe that your Excellency must be sufficiently conversant with the British charac- 
ter to be aware, tliat we are incapable of being at any time induced by threatening 
language to diverge from the straight forward line of public duty. While serving oiir 
employers to the best of our humble power, we are unacquainted with a feeling of per- 
sonal appreliension ; we are insensible to such an influence; we dare not trust ourselves 
with quoting the expressions which have been applied to the late Chief of this P'actory. 

We are desirous to address your Excellency in the language of truth, but in deference 
to the eminent situation which you hold, we wi.sh to do so with respect. We cannot 
consider as applicable to an English authority the terms which have been used ; they 
could only have been suggested to your Excellency by the misinformation of others : 
they could not emanate from a mind such as we are given to understand your Excellency 
possesses, governed by enlarged views, and directed by the principles of justice. 

December 14th, 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 23d December 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Governor, in reply to our 
address dated the 14th instant. 

From Governor Le, dated December 23d, received on 24th, 1830. 

Le, Cabinet Minister, member of the Military Board and Governor of the twu 
Kwang provinces, hereby issues his commands to the Hong Merchants. 

‘‘ It 
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it is now autheritioated that the Engluih Chief, Marjoribanks, and others, have 

\ I lef?cd^ Breach official document, 8ayiDg^[Here follows a copy of the Committee’s letter 

of* Laws. December 14th.] 

This coming before me, the Governor, I have examined and find that the mer- 
chant ships of England have come to Canton to trade, upwards of a hundred years, and 
for so long a period there has been mutual tranquillity ; in every instance there has 
been obedience to the laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire, none has dared to 
make the least opposition. Even with respect to the said nation’s ships bringing married 
or unmarried women, they have invariably sent them on shore at Macao, they have 
never bnoiight them up to Canton city to dwell in the Foreign Factories. 

During the reign of Keen Lung, it happened by mistake that some were brought 
to Canton, but they were all sent back in custody to Macao. There are repeated 
cases on record which afibrd evidence of this ; but the late Chief Baynes, during the 
autumn of the present year, suddenly presumed to bring women with him to the 
Company's Factory to reside. Afterwards Thornhill and Whiteman came forward, 
and imitated the bad example, thereby violating the interdicts of Government. 

I, the Governor, repeatedly issued orders on the subject, charging them intensely 
that it could not be allowed ; but I neither added the punishment which would have 
awed them, nor suddenly stopped yoiir^ trade, because sincerely I could not bear, on 
account of the irregular, wild conduct of the individual Baynes, to involve all the 
shif)s ; hence it was that I acted with so much liberal forbearance: I really desired, for 
the sake of the said country, to preserve her trade entire. I suppose that the said 
Chief and others, since their arrival in Canton, have heard all the detail. 

Now that Baynes is gone, his offences may all be left to himself, originally they do 
not concern the present Chief and his colleagues; but you, the Committee, are 
persons sent by your own country to control the commercial afiairs; you must, no 
doubt, be persons who clearly understand what is reasonable and just, and maturely 
acquainted with the regulations. It is your duty to lead all the Foreign Men hants, to 
keep every one of them in his proper place, and not trnnsgre.ss the usages. If any one 
brings women to Canton, it is incumbent on you to speak plainly the correct sentiment, 
to reprehend him, and order him to hasten and return them to Macao. Moreover, 
you should previously caution all the people resident at Macao, and tell them that they 
are not allowed to bring their families to Canton. There you will go in the right way, 
wViich is incumbent on tho.se who reside at Canton and have the general control. As to 
what is said .in the Petition, that bu.sband and wife should not be separated, this 
refers to ordinary cn.se.s, when living at home. If they go abroad and become guests 
in a country, how can they be viewed according to the same rule? BesidevS, at 
Macao, tliey may be sent to reside ; where is the necessity of overstepfiing the murk and 
going to Canton ? 

‘‘ Try to think, of all the various nations whose foreign merchants come to Canton, 
there are a great many who do not bring their wives and daughters. How do they 
.separate 

“ That a sudden and wilful violation of interdicts which liad been long obeyed was 
M wild, irregular act, I suppose the said Chief and his colleagues already know. 

* Here atJil below he quits speaking to the Merelinnts, and speaks directly to the Committee, 


At 
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‘‘ At this time it is especially incumbent, strictly to order Thornhill to repent — 

speedily and alter his behaviour, not persisting in his former stupidity. Thus the Alleiie^l^icacJi 
strength of the said Chief will be competent to draw him back for the time to come of La>v8. 
from his past errors, and the affair will be completed on both sides. 

To sum up the whole, the said nation’s ships and merchants passing over such 
immense oceans, come only for commerce, how can they be willing to indulge the idea 
of creating disturbance ? 

‘‘ The Celestial Empire also decidedly will not treat harshly persons from remote 
parts. If, indeed, they implicitly adhere to old usages, and do not wilfully originate 
novel notions,* no doubt there will be mutual tranquillity. In order to eftect this, I 
do not fear the toil of reiterating admonitions and cautions ou the said Chief and his 
colleagues. 

Uniting these things, this Order is forthwith issued to the Hong Merchants, 
requiring them to enjoin its contents clearly and plainly on the said Marjoribanks and 
the others, that they may obey accordingly. Oppose not. Hasten ! hasten ! These 
are the commands. 

Taoukwang, lOtli year, ] 1th moon, 9th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 29th December 1830. 

\Vk have received from a private source, the following Copy of the Imperial reply to 
the Memorial in our Secret Consultations, under date 30th November. The evident 
intention of it is to leave discretionary power to the officers of the local government to 
act according to circumstances : 

Canton, December 29th, 1830. 

Translation of a document received privately from the Court of Peking. 

On the 14-tli of the lltli moon of the 10th year of the reign of Taoukwang 
(December 28th, 1830), a fire despatch (an express) was received from the Military 
Board, containing a letter from the great officers of army movements; saying, that King, 
the Iseangkeun of Kwang Chow; the Cabinet Minister and Governor of Canton, Le; 
ilie Fooyuen Choo and the Hoppo Chung had memorialized ; and on the 24th day 
of the 10th moon of the lOth year, the Supreme commands were respectfully received, 
stating : 

“ It is authenticated that King and others have reported that the English nation’s 
Chief, Baynes, had conveyed foreign women to the provincial city, to dwell in the 
Company’s foreign Factories; further, that the said Foreign Merchants had in going 
on shore from their ships, sat in sedan chairs, and proceeded -to their Factories, [&c. 
as before translated ; Emperor’s answer concerning the guns, &c.] 

According to internal regulations, fore^ women are not allowed to go to the 
provincial city to dwell, and Foreign Merdiants are not allowed to in ^airs, and 
enter their Factories. Their bringing musketry and cannon is only for defence 

against 

* The allusion is to a tree shooting forth now branchcfi. 
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against pirates at sea ; i^t is by no means allowed to convey tliem clandestinely into the 
city. 

** Now that the said foreigners have presumed to disobey old regulations, King and 
the others must issue strict and explicit orders, and cause them to obey and keep the 
old regulations. Hereafter they must not in the least degree oppose, nor wilfully offend 
against the prohibitions. If still they dare to persist in^ opposition, then forthwith adopt 
measures to expel them, and exhibit primitive correction, there must not be the least 
approximatbn ot giving in. It is necessary (for the four persons named above) to 
consult and manage safely. Whilst cherishing tenderness towards outside foreigners, 
still there must be no loss of the dignity of the arrangements of the Celestial Empire. 
To do this will be good management. 

Take these commands and make them known to King, Lc and Choo, that they maj^ 
communicate the commands to Chung (the Hoppo) for his information. Respect this! 
In obedience to the Imperial will, we (the great officers, &c.) send this letter.’’ 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4tli January 1881. 

We have this day received from a private source, the following Copy of a Memorial 
to the Emperor, from the heads of the local government, concerning the proceedings 
of the Inst few months ; it evinces an equal disregard for truth, as most documents of a 
similar description. 

« Memorial to the Emperor from the Iseang Keun Kii^, the Governor Le, the 
Fooyuen Choo, and the Hoppo Chung, concerning the supersession of the Select 
Committee, dated 1st January 1831. 

Yoor Ministers, King, Lc, Choo and Chung, kneel and report. We before 
reported unitedly, that the English Chief Baynes had brought up a foreign woman to 
the provincial city to dwell in the Foreign Factory ; that the said Foreign Merchants, 
on coming on shore from their ships, entered the Factories seated in sedan chairs, and 
that having erroneously listened to false statements, of soldiers being sent to surround 
and expel them, they became suspicious and fearful, and clandestinely brought guns and 
muskets from on board their ships to the Foreign Factories at the provincial city. On 
the I4th day of the 11th moon of the present year (28th December last), we received a 
letter from the great ministers, who direct the movements of the army, stating that the 
Imperial will had been respectfully received. CHere follows the clause of the answer 
which contains the Emperor’s will.] 

On examination, we find that aft^er this former prepared memoria], the said 
foreigner, Baynes, getting a little knowledge of repentance and awe, on the next day, 
took the great and small brass guns and sent them severally bi^k to tte various ships. 
The foreign woman also returned to Macao. These things, at the several times of their 
occurrence, your minister Le, in conjunction with your ministers. King wd Chung, re- 
ported on attached slips of paper (or by postscript) os is on record. 

« We 
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cated, that, in reply, tlie Hong Merchants state that they have heard, that l^ecanse of 
Baynes having last year frequently presented petitions, madly hoping to change the old 
regulations of the trade, and having forcibly caused the various ships to delay entering 
the port, so that a large portion of the foreign g€X>ds were spoiled by mould and rust; 
the said country knew that it was Baynes and his colleagues who had involved themselves 
in this state of things, and therefore recalled him. 

“We find on examination, that the foreigners are covetous of profit, and very crafty 
and artful. It is not Baynes alone who is thus ; so that although Baynes is now dis- 
missed, it is difficult (or impossible) to ensure that in future those foreigners, who are put 
in his stead, will not again madly form crafty plans ; we can only immediately thereon 
examine and issue strict orders for them to understand, that ‘ hereafter it is absolutely 

* necessary that the English C^hief, and all the foreigners of the various nations, pay im- 

* plicit obedience to the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, and tranquilly continue the 
‘ ordinary course of trade.’ If any should presume again to oppose, it will be our duty, in 
obedience to your Majesty's will, to form some plan for driving them out, and inflicting 
severe punishment and correction, without in the slightest degree approximating to, or 
making accommodation with them, in order thereby to make the dignity of the Empire 
revered, and to keep in awe the stupid obstinacy of the barbarians. 

“ It is consistent with right reason that we should unitedly report again liy an added 
slip of paper (a postscript), begging a sacred glance at it. A respectful memorial.’^ 
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“ We, your Ministers, on examining very minutely, find that the foreigners of the 
said nation are indeed all stupidly ol)stinate, but that tlie Chief, Baynes, is still more so, 
perverse and obstinate to an extreme; and that in many cases it has been Baynes who has 
madly thrust forward his views and wishes. Other persons have been chosen in the said 
country to be Chief, second and third Supracargoes, and they having come to Canton to 
change places with (the former ones), Baynes has immediately been dismissed. . 

“ We, your Ministers, have made inquiry as to the reason of this, and it is authenti- 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 13th January 1831. 

We have ibis day received the following document from the Merchants: 

“ Order from Governor Lc, communicated by the Kwongchowfoo to the Hong 
Merchants, dated .Tan nary 12th, received 13th 1831. 

“ Hoo, the Kwongchowfoo, to the Senior Hong Merchants, for their full infi)rma- 
tion. A document has been received from the Treasurer, who received it from the 
Governor, who says, 

“ The Imperial commsinds have been respectfully received, saying, * Former regula- 
‘ lions have disallowed foreign women residing at Canton ; foreign (or barbarian) Mer- 
^ chants, are not allowed to enter their Factories sitting in sedan chairs, and their bring- 
‘ ing muskets and cannon is only to defend themselves against pirates at sea; they must 
‘ not, on any account, clandestinely transport them to Canton. These foreigners having 
< presumed to oppose old regulations, you must issue strict, severe and explicit orders 

3 L « for 
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‘ for them to obey, pnd keep the old regulations. Hereafter there must not be the least 
‘ opposition or disobedience to prolubitions. If still they dare to procrastinate and re- 
‘ sist, let them immediately be expelled by force, and a manifestation of chastisement 
< exhibited. Respect this** 

“ Having respectfully transcribed this, it is hereby sent to the Treasurer, to pass it to 
the Kwongchowfoo, who must transmit it for implicit obedience. Examine into it, and 
act accordingly, 

I, the Kwongchowfoo, liaving received the above, have written to the Nanhneheen, 
commanding him to obey it, beside which I hereby is$ue an order to ‘the Senior Mer* 
chants, that they may forthwith reverently obey, and order with strictness, severity and 
perspicuity, tliesaid Chief and others, one and all of . them, to obey and keep the old 
regulations. They must not in the least oppose or violate the prohibitory orders of 
Government. Tlie foreign women who have been, brought by Tliornhill and While- 
man, and of whose return to Macao there is as yet no authentic report, must be urged 
and commanded to be removed to Macao this very day, and a report of the sam,e pre- 
sented to Government. If they still dure to procrastinate and resist, assuredly liis Ma- 
jesty’s commands will be implicitly obeyed, and a rigorous infliction of expulsion and 
oliastlsement be manifested,. The said Ilong Merchants also will, greatly offend, and 
find it inexpedient. Tremble at this ! Ileedftilly attend to this. Oppose not, Tliese 
are the commands. 


Taoukwang^. li)th.year». Util month, 29th. day. (January 12th, 163L)' 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 

of Directors, dated 23d October 1630. 

far. 9. We regret to state that an unfavourable and malignant temper has lately 
been displayed by the Chinese Government, in the publication of several insulting and 
opprobrious Edicts, promulgated with the evident intention of degrading the character 
of foreigners amongst the lower orders of'tbe natives, and calculated in a high degree to 
aggravate the feelings of the former, and excite the. disposition of the latter to offensive 
acts. Amongst these. Proclamations, several have appeared prohibiting tlie residence of 
European females in Canton, and within the last two days a verbal message was delivered 
to us by Howqua, attended by the wholfe body of Hong Merchants, stating most dis- 
tinctly (and as an intimation emanating directly from the Viceroy, which he desired 
might be immediately committed ta writing), that unless a lady now residing in the 
Factories, rempved in two .or three days, a party of soldiers would be deputed by the 
Viceroy to seize her person. 

10. Wo consider it proper to state that the indignities which the Chinese Govern- 
ment has lately attempted to heap upon foreigners, has been so keenly felt by the resi- 
dents in this city, that an address has been presented to us, signed by, we believe, almost 
every member of the British Commercial Community, requesting our co-operation and 
assistance in remonstrating against this shameful line of procee&ng on the part of the 
constituted authorities. 


11. The 
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11. The threat of seizure, levelled against a person resident in the precincts of our — 

Factories, is so subversive of the security indispensable to the conduct of the trade, that llreai 

we feel any measure resembling concession on such a point, v^ould be highly injurious t ) gf Lavr^i, 
the interests of the British nation, of which we arc in this country the representatives; 

we therefore determined, with reference to the abstract question of personal security, 
to resist this menace of violating the precincts of our residence, hitherto held sacred, to 
the utmost extremity, and resolved to adopt the necessary precautions for repelling the 
attempt if made. 

12. As regards the question of the residence of European females in Canton, nothing 
can be more unreasonable than the objections now urged against it by the Cliinese 
Government. In the past season, several ladies resided in the Factories without any 
attempt at molestation on the part of the Canton authorities, or even an observation 
being passed upon the subject. Mrs. Baynes, at whom the present insulting menace 
has been directed, accompanied her husband to Canton by the express invitation of 
Howqua, whose character is too cautious to commit himself inconsiderately. The prohi- 
bition therefore now issued against her residence in Canton, appeared to us as absurd, and 
inconsistent ns the terms in which it was conveyed, and the threat which accompanied It 
are galling to the feelings of every Englishman. 

13. We would here bring under the consideration of your Honourable Court that 
the President of the Factory, in the discharge of his duty, must necessarily at times 
render himself extremely obnoxious to the Chinese Government. We allude to those 
occasions when cases involving life arc under discussion with tlie Government ; and we 
would beg most respectfully to add, that the conscientious and prompt discharge of 
responsible duty, involving exposure to the odium of this Government, is scarcely com- 
patible with the feelings attendant upon separation from a wife and family placed under 
no protection, and liable, in a desperate emergency, to the acts of u government which lias 
shown itself capable of conduct of the most atrocious nature. The preceding remarks 
may apply with equal propriety to every member of the Factory, who might find 
himself in similar circumstances to those in wdiich the President is now placed, and 
are not intended to refer to the solitary instance wdiich has now been taken Up by the 
Viceroy. 

14*. But the threat held out by the Government on this occasion embraces in its 
bearings a much wider field than the solitary instance in which it has been exercised. It 
has probably been induced by the sudden departure of two persons from Canton, Mr. 

Fearoii, the Hanoverian Consul, and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, the master of 
the three Parsecs concerned in the ufiray which caused the death of Captain Mackenzie. 

Mr. Fearoti is a resident in the Factory where the transaction took place, and is also 
connected in business with Merwanjee. Mr. Fearon's name was introduced into a 
report of the transaction made by a low police officer to the superior Magistrates, we 
believe, at the instigation of Mr. Bovet^ to screen himself from implication, although 
perfectly innocent of the smallest participation in the occurrence.. Mr. Fearon was so 
far intimidated by the inquiries of the Government into an affair, where his name had 
been reported as an accessary, whose delinquency was suspicious, that he judged it 
prudent to quit Canton ; and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, under the impression 

3 L 2 that 
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that he might be held responsible by the Government for the acts of his dependents, 
adopted the same course. 

15 . The Chinese authorities have doubtless been encouraged in their demands for the 
delivery of the three Par.sees, by the two instances of successful intimidation above 
related ; and were the slightest disposition of concession evinced by us at the present 
moment, it cannot be doubted that they would be emboldened to proceed to fresh acts 
of aggression, such as the search of our Factories for the offenders, insulting menaces, 
or even the positive seizure of the person of some British subject. 

16 . We therefore came to the determination, that firm and deliberate resistance to 
the line of conduct assumed by the Government afforded the only hope of avoiding a 
series of indignities and insult, as well as of establishing the security of person, so essential 
to the conduct of the trade. A guard of seamen was immediately ordered from the 
ships for the protection of the Factory, in case of any attack being attempted ; and 
the Merchants were informed the same will not be withdrawn till the Government 
give ample assurance for the personal safety of every British subject resident in 
Canton. 

17 . We are happy to be able to add to this despatch, the assurance that there appears 
no intention on the part of the Government, to disturb the commercial transactions of 
the season, which continue perfectly uninterrupted. The Hoppo has announced his 
intention of proceeding to Whampoa to-morrow for the purpose of measuring all the 
Honourable Company’s ships. It is further satisfactory to us to inform your Honour- 
able C'ourt that the lading of four ships is already far advanced, and that of three more 
ha.s been commenced. 

18 . We cannot here refrain from expressing our conviction, that the very serious 
discussion of the preceding season has had a sensible effect upon the conduct of the 
Chinese authorities, with reference to the employment of the means of coercion, to which 
they formerly resorted with such readiness. We allude to the suspension of trade. No 
hint has been made, in the demands urged by the Government for the delivery of the 
three Parsees concerned in the affray in which Captain Mackenzie lost his life, that 
this weapon of compulsion would be employed; we are happy also to perceive that the 
Government, though they have undoubtedly authorized the verbal communication of 
the insulting threat detailed in the ninth paragraph of this despatch, has not dared to 
commit the same to writing in the form of a public document; we trust, therefore, 
that the prompt and decisive measures which we have considered it necessary to adopt 
on this occasion, while they serve to convince the Chinese that attempts at intimidation 
will never succeed in inducing us to swerve from our position, will at the same time con- 
vince them of the inutility of protracting the discussion of the homicid<^ when no point 
can be gained ; and we hope to communicate to your Honourable Court in our next 
despatch the amicable adjustment of the present subjects of difference. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court Alleged Breach 
of Directors, dated 15th November 1880. of Laws. 

Par. 57. OuR letter under date the 23d October, will have informed your Honour- 
able Court of the cause and progress of our discussions with this Government, and our 
proceedings consequent thereupon up to that period. The Hong Merchants having 
informed us that the Viceroy was unwilling to give more than a verbal assurance to a 
verbal threat, we addressed a letter to him, which will be found upon our Consultations 
under date the 25th October, stating the threat made use of, and the formal way in which 
it was conveyed, and requiring from him the strongest assurances that our Factories 
and our persons were secure. 

58. On the 28th, an answer recorded under that date, was brought to the President 
by the Merchants, who stated that it would be found conciliatory, and to contain the 
assurance we required of personal protection ; they added the strongest assurances, on 
their part, that no armed force should ever enter the Factories, and that no molestation 
would be given to English ladies residing in Canton, qualifying this latter assurance, 
by saying, that although edicts might from time to time be issued, which the forms of 
office rendered necessary, yet beyond that no molestation would be offered or notice 
taken; exemplifying their meaning by an allusion to the edicts annually promulgated 
against the opium ships, which were never intended to be put into execution. On the 
following morning the letter having been translated, the Committee assembled to take 
it into consideration. The first question was, whether it contained to the full extent the 
assurance we had required; the wording of it certainly does not amount to this, and 
we felt ourselves at liberty either to receive it, and construe it to our purpose in our 
reply, or to reject it altogether. There could be no doubt it was intended as a peace- 
ollering, and the assurances of the Hong Merchants, not only on the question of the 
inviolability of our Factories, but as regarded the residence of English females in 
Canton, convinced us how great had been the impression created by the prompt and 
decisive measures we had adopted on the justifiable ground of self-defence. The slight 
allusion to the Parsee question sufficiently showed that that affair was at an end, and 
that our object to preserve the trade free from interruption had been obtained. The 
slightest concession on any of the points in dispute, would doubtless, judging from 
former experience, have been the sure means of involving us in long and harassing 
discussions, together with the other annoyances which have attended former cases of 
homicide in this country. After mature deliberation, and for the reasons detailed in 
our Consultations of the 29tli October, to which we beg to refer, we determined to 
seize the advantages we had gained at the moment of concession, and put an end to 
these discussions. 

59. We therefore formally summoned the Merchants, and informed them that 
relying on the promises of the Viceroy, and the strong assurances they had given on all 
the points in dispute, we should answer the Viceroy’s letter with as little delay as 
possible, after which orders would be issued to remove the men and guns to 
Whampoa. 

60. A letter was drawn up to the Viceroy, recorded under date the 29th, and on the 

31st 
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. " 31st October the ipen and guns were embarked at the Company’s stairs opposite the 

AJlri^ed Breach l^^^^tory, without the slightest accident having occurred from the time of their arrival to 
of Lairs. their return to Whampoa. 

()L On the 1st November was received the Viceroy’s reply, recorded under that 
date, in which he says, * he assuredly will not admit the principle of moving the military 
to surround and to expel and thus terminated these discussions, which nt the com- 
mencement threatened to be of long continuance. 


EXTRACT LETTER from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 15th December 1830. 

fPar. 9. It is with some regret we acquaint your Honourable Court, that we have 
received a proclamation from the Governor and Hoppo, the language of which is most 
violent, as directed against Mr. Baynes and the Members of the late Committee. It 
claims also a right of infterference with the servants of the Company in' this country, 
which has in former years been attempted, and effectually resisted. It will become our 
duty to disclaim this right of interference, and to reply to it in a firm and decisive 
manner. We may here mnark, that in our communications with this Government, it 
will ever be our study to ovoid all intemperate expressions. The language of inflexible 
firmness and politeness may be united, and we shall always endeavoqr to assume the 
first, without allowing the second to sink into humility. 

10. An impression, arising out of the late changes, has probably been made on the 
mind of the Cliinesc public, that wc might be disposed to concede privileges which had 
been gained ; and as it must be well known to your Honourable Court that concessions 
in this country often lead to further attempts at encroachments, we cliall consider it 
necessary to make a stand upon the threshold. 

11. We consider the proclamation alluded to, and which is recorded on our Public 
Consultations forwarded by the present despatch, to be a trial on the part of the Canton 
Government 1k)w far we are disposed to yield to its dictation. 

12. are further confirmed in our resolution to pursue the line of conduct above 
mentioned, by an intimation we have received privately from a native source, but which 
we have reason to believe to be authentic, that an Imperial Edict, in reply to the repre- 
sentations of the Canton Government on the subject of the proceedings in the past and 
present seasons, has been received within the last few days. Our informant states the 
purport of the Edict to be as follows : 

The said Governor and others are ordered to arrange with liberality, and manage 
kindly. Respect this.” 

13. If this be authentic, it evinces a strong disposition in tlie Imperial Government to 
preserve amicable relations with foreigners. We are told tliattiie rebellion, in Tartary, 
and the great anxiety for its suppression, has in some measure created this desire to 
maintain uninterrupted tranquil Kty in other parts of the empire. But at the same 
time, we cannot avoid remarking, that the proceedings of last year appear to have 
made a considerable impressKMij and it must be admitted, as repeatedly demonstrated 

in 
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in the history of our intercourse with this country, that a firm* opposition to the 

encroachments of the Government generally, produces- a favourable inclination towards . rja Breach 
us, after the subjects in. dispute arc terminated.. of Laws. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 

of Directors, dated 1st January 1831. 

Par. 9. One of the Hong Mercliants has this morning acknowledged, with a request 
that his name should not be connected with the acknowledgment, that the Governor 
had stated that the residence of English ladies at Canton was a trifling matter, a very 
small business," as he expressed himself. Tlie remonstrances, therefore, which we have 
received from the Government upon this subject, have, as we have always believed, 
originated in the suggestions of the Hong Merchants, who have unhappily ever been 
jealous of the concession of any privileges which add to the respectability of foreign 
residents. They proceed upon the principle, that the greater the depressed state of 
foreigners, the less likely is their own responsibility to be involved. 

10. We feel desirous that the confidential communication from one of their own 
body should be made known to your Honourable Court, who will naturally be led to 
conclude, that much greater weight has been attached by the Canton Government to 
this question, than has been the case« 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 11th February 1831. 

Par. 6. Since our arrival at Macao, we have, in the interchange of courtesies with 
ilie local Chinese authorities, received from them expressions of their good-will and 
favourable dispositions, which have been evinced on a minor occasion by the removal 
of the restriction against Chinese being employed as chair-bearers by English residents, 
which bad become a source of much private inconvenience. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the COURT OF DIRECTORS to the Select Com- 
mittee at Canton, dated the 13th April 1831* 

Par. 27. Upon the first point, vir, the resort to Canton of European females, we 
stated in our letter of April 1829, that “we could by no means sanction ^ch a step.” 
And we accordingly desii'e you will in future be governed by this decision, a departure 
from which led to the extreme measures of ordering up a party of seamen, and tw’o 
carronades, for the purpose of being placed in the Factory, to repel any attempt which 
might be made by the native authorities to enforce the observance of their prohibitory 

Edict. 
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Edict. Such a course of proceeding might have produced a recurrence of the serious 

Allege^Breach difficulties and embarrassments which had arisen in the preceding season ; and that, 
of Laws* not for the purpose of maintaining any point essential to the preservation of the im- 
portant public interests committed to their charge, but to relieve them from a tempo- 
rary domestic sacrifice, a sacrifice necessarily entailed upon the members of our Factory, 
in tlie discharge of the duties imposed upon them by the stations to which tlicy an* 
appointed. 
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Deatli oi 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


PAPERS RELATING TO THE DEATH OF MR. MACKENZIE, 

AT CANTON. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4th October 1830. 

The President this day arrived in Canton with his family, having left Macao the day 
previous in H. C. Cutler. On landing, the following letter was delivered to him by 
Mr. Lindsay. As the three Parsoes alluded to were confined in Mr. Lindsay’s rooms, 
the President gave immediate directions for their being sent to Whampoa; and they left 
Canton the same evening in the Astell’s boat, with an order to the commanding officer 
of the II. C. S. Abercrombie Robinson, to keep them in safe custody until further 
orders 

To Wm. Baynes, Esq., President, &c. Select Committee. 

“ Gentlemen : 

“ An afIVay of a very serious nature having occurred in which Captain Mackenzie, 
commander of the Dutch ship Vrow Helena, has lost his life, I consider it my duty to 
lay the circumstances of the case, as far as they have come to my knowledge, before you. 

A little before seven on the morning of the 1st October, Mr. Van Basel, acting 
Consul for the Netherlands, came to my house and requested me to accompany him to 
the house of Mr. Bovet, in which Captain Mackenzie was lying dangerously wounded, 
having been attacked the previous evening by a party of Parsees, servants of Merwan- 
jee Hormajee, who resides in the adjoining Factory. 

1 forthwith accompanied him to Mr. Bovet’s, where we found Captain Mackenzie 
in a dreadful state, his head being so disfigured by the blows he had received, that 
scarcely a feature was perceptible. He was still living when I entered the room, but 
perfectly senseless, and he expired within a few minutes. 

‘‘ The statement of Mr. Bovet and several other witnesses was, that the house had 
been attacked by a party of Parsees ; and that on Captain Mackenzie’s going to the 
door he was knocked down and dragged along the Hong, the Parsees striking him 
severe blows with iron crowbars. 

“ Mr. Vaa Basel then addressed me in the following letter, requesting my assistance 
to apprehend the suspected parties, they being British subjects. 

(Translation.) 

To H. H. Lindsay, Esq., British Factory in China. 

** Sir : 

** In consequence of the assassination which was committed yesterday evening in our Hong 
by the domestics of Merwanjee, we request you to give us the assistance in your power to 

3 M endeavour 
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( HINA PArriis. 

endeavour to app^-jehend the culprits, seeing that the Parsees are under the protection and 

( 13. ) domination of the English Company. 

Death of 

Ml . Mackenasie. I have the honour to be, Sir» your obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ M. J. Sewn Van Basel, 

Provisional Consul of H. the King of the Netherlands. 

“ Canton, Ist October 1830/* 


“ Conceiving, from appearances, that a murder of a most atrocious nature had been 
committed, I felt no hesitation in giving all the aid in my power, and immediately went 
to Merwanjee’s Factpryin company with Captain DanieU# the , senior Commander in 
Canton, and several officers and seamen. 

Merwnnjee himself readily came forward and pointed out three of his servants im- 
plicated in the affray, at the same time stating the case veiy differently from what Mr. 
Bovet did; namely, that his Servants were the party attacked, and merely acted in self- 
defence. Merwanjee willingly committed the three men into my custody, at the same 
time expressing the most anxious desire that the affair should be thoroughly examined 
into by any British authority. I accordingly took the three men and placed them in 
confinement at my own house. 

During the course of the day an inquest was held at the Dutch Factory, which in- 
cluding adjournments, sat till five p. m. on the following day, when they came to a deci- 
sion ; and shortly after I received the following letter from Mr. Van Basel, enclosing the 
verdict of the jury. 


“ Sir : 


“ To H. H. Lindsay, Esq. &c. &c. 


“ The jury assembled to investigate the causes which led to the death of Captain F. Mac- 
kenzie, of the Netherlands ship Vrow Helena, having returned their verdict, I have the 
honour to enclose an attested copy of the same, in order that as the Representative of the 
Britisli Factory in Canton, you may take such measures as you may consider tlie occasion to 
demand. 

« The minutes of evidence are in course of being copied, and shall be furnished you 
when completed. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

“ The Provisional Acting Netherlands Consul in China. 

“ Canton, 2d October 1830.’* 


“ (Copy.) 

“ We, the undersigned, a Jury of Inquest summoned by M. J. Senn Van Basel, Esq. 
Provisional Netherlands Consul in China, for the purpose of inquiring into the causes which 
led to the death of the late Captain Mackenzie, of the Nctherland ship Vrow Helena, having 
met on the Ist day of October, and continued by adjournment to this day, after having ex- 
amined the body, and heard all the eyid^ce adduced, are ol' opinion, < That the death of 

< Captain F. Mackenzie was caused by blows indicted upon him by three Parsees, named 
' Nowrojee,,Framje^B and Jamsetjcj?, (servants of Merwa^jie^ Ripriuaje^), m m affray which 

< took place in the Dutch Hong on the 30th ultimo.* 


‘‘ Given - 
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‘‘ Given under our hands at Canton, this 2d day of October, in the year of our Lord 1830. 


(Signed) 

« John Macvicar, Foreman. 

“ Thomas Fox. 


SaMUBL RaSBELL, 

Lant. Dent. 


Eugenio de Otadin. 

G. Parkyns. 


Charles N. Talbot. 

P. Ammidon, jun. 


T. H. Graham. 

.T. K. Latimer* 


William Pigott. 

William T. Spawforth. 


(For a true Copy :) 



« The Principal Acting Netherlands Consul, 


(Signed) 

** M. J. Senn Van Basel.” 


Conceiving that the terihs of the verdict, which states that the dcaWfo.Of Captain 
Mackenzie was caused by blows indicted upon him ^ in an afiPray/ eilUr^ly 
the mei;i accused from any act of wilfhl premeditation, and all the information 1 had coL 
lected on the subject tending to satisfy me that they were not the originators of the 
affray, I did not conceive it necessary to detain them any longer in custody ; 1 there- 
fore sent for Merwanjee, and having obtained from him a written promise, signed by 
himself and Framjcc Pestonjee, one of the most respectable Parsec Merchants in Canton, 
that the three men should lie produced before the Select Committee on your arrival at 
Canton, I liberated the men from their eonfincmeiit- 

“ On the morning of the 4th of October the Merchants called on me, and Howqua 
delivered to me two chops, one from the Viceroy, and the other from the Nam hoy, re- 
lative to this affair. The purport of tliesc* edicts was to direct the men who committed 
the deed to be kept in strict confinement, and await the Viceroy’s decision. Thinking 
it probable, from this interference on the part of the Chinese Government, that they 
might endeavour to assume a right to take cognizance of the case> 1 consider it the best 
plan that the three men should again be taken into custody, and there remain until your 


arrival. 

I therefore sent to Merwanjee, and he instantly brought the three men with him, 
whom I placed in confinement, as before, in niy house. 

“ I then, at the request of Howqua, explained, to the best oJ‘ my knowledge, tlu* 
circumstances which led to the affray, whicli he took down in writing, and told me lu* 
should directly send it to the Viceroy. 'The following is the substance of the informa- 


tion I gave : 


“ The following is tlie substance of a Chop sent in by the Merchants, October 4tli, 
1830: 

“ Mr. Dovet ordered a private lock to be put on the back door of the Dutch H(»ng, 
which is a public door for all inmates of tlie said llong. Merwanjee, wishing to go out. 
asked for the key, which was refused. Merwanjee sent a second time a European eKrk, 
and was again refused. He then ordered three of his servants to break the lock. Mr. 
Bovet then came with a sword, and attacked them. The Paisees took the s^word out ol 
his hand. Mr. Bovet ran away, crying out for lielp. Captain Mackenzie, hearing the 
noise, came out to assist, and struck one of the Pursees with his umbrella. The Parsecs 
then struck him on the head with wooden clubs, or sticks. At 7 a. m. next morning he 
died of the wounds received. The three men are in confinement at the British l actorv. 
waiting the arrival of the Chief, who will, on liis arrival, direct the case to be clearly inyi'^ 
tigated. 


CHINA PACiJU. 


(B.) 

Death ol 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


3 M 2 


The 



(»1NA PAPEUS. 

TbT 

Deatii ot 
Mr. Mackenzie. 
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‘‘ The Factory having this morning arrived in Canton, I take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of laying these circumstances before your Board. The facts, as stated by me to 
the Merchants, contain an outline of the case, which will be more clearly explained to 
you when you are in possession of the evidence taken at the inquest; I must however 
remark, that Mr. Bovet’s previous behaviour had been such, on various occasions, as to 
make it the subject of general conversation ; and only a few days previous to this fatal 
event, a remonstrance was, to my knowledge, made to the Hong Merchants, stating 
that, unless some means were adopted to prevent his violent and unreasonable conduct, 
apprehensions were entertained that it must eventually lead to some serious affray. 

“ I have the honour to be, * &c. 

“ Canton, (Signed) “ H. H Lindsay.” 

4th October, 1830.” 


To the Commanding Officer of the H. C. ship Abercrombie Robinson. 

‘‘ Sir: 

“ The bearer of this letter will deliver into your charge three Parsees, whom I 
hereby direct you to keep in safe custody until further orders. 

I do not wish that any unnecessary severity should be exercised in confining these 
men beyond what may be required to prevent their escape, against which every precau- 
tion must be taken. 

I remain, &c. 

“ Canton, (Signed) “ Wm. Baynes.” 

4th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

5th October 1880. 

The following Letter, enclosing the depositions taken in consequence of the death 
of Captain Mackenzie, was received from Mr. Senn Van Basel, the provincial acting 
Netherlands Consul. 

(Translation.) 

To William Baynes, £sq., Chief for all British Affairs in China. 

Sir: 

We have the honour to remit to you an attested copy of all the depositions made 
during the investigation on the death of Captain Mackenzie, and upon which the jury 
gave their verdict, which we had the honour to send to Mr. Lindsay on the 2d instant 
during your absence. 

** We take this opportunity to tender our thanks for the assistance we have received 
from Mr. Lindsay whilst acting on your behalf, and for his offer to give us every 
assistance in his power during the investigation of this unfortunate affair. 

** We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

Prov. Netherlands Consul in China.” 

The 
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The following Docuaients were received from the Merchants. 

The Merchants, concerning Captain Mackenzie. 

“ A respectful communication concerning the Dutch Captain Ma-kun-che (Mac- 
kenzie) having been wounded to death. We have at present received an order from the 
Viceroy, commanding us to examine and report, and also to communicate the order to 
you, gentlemen. Accordingly we now take a copy of the Governor's order, and send 
it to you, hoping that you will examine and act in accordance with it. This is the 
burden we impose on you. We specially make this communication, and with compli- 
ments subscribe ourselves. 

(Signed) HowgUA. 

To Messrs. Baynes, &c- MowgUA. 

8 m. 17 d.” (12 Names.) 


CHINA HAHEKS, 


(BO 

Death of^ 
Mr. Mackenzife. 


From Governor Le, respecting the death of Captain Mackenzie, 
dated 2d October. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 
for their full information : 

On the 16th day of the 8th moon of Taou Kwang, Wan^che-hwang, the Foo- 
tseang of Kwang Chow-hie, reported that Fan-ting-yew, the Tseintsung, at the Se- 
kwan guard house belonging to the Left Battalion, had officially stated to him that 
Hwang-leen-gan, a street soldier, had informed him that on the 16th of the present 
month, at the Dutch Foreign Factory, No. 4, a Dutch Captain Ma-keen-che (Ma* 
kenzie) had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun 
(Fearon), Malowmangee (Merwanjee), and others. Feilun and the others headed* 
some foreigners with sharp weapons, with which they stabbed and wounded Mackenzie’s 
head and body, which caused his death. The Supracargoes of the several nations im- 
mediately secured the murderers. It is now intended to send them back to their own 
country, to be tried, &c. 

“ Thus the affair was stated to the Tsein-tsung, who stated it to me, who hold the 
mean office of P’oo-tseang, and I w rite the facts, and lay the affair before your Ex- 
cellency. 

Thus the affair came before me, the Governor, and on examination, I find that 
foreigners in China causing the death of foreigners, have for a long time past always 
been reported by the Hong Merchants to the Heen Magistrate, that he might examine 
the body, and report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the 
facts. 

‘‘ Now in the foreigner Mackenzie’s case, how the bloody quarrel originated, how 
he was wounded, and his death caused, has not been reported by the said Hong Mer- 
chants. An order is hereby issued to them, requiring them immediately to examine 
distinctly into the origin of the quarrel, why the Dutch Captain, Mackenzie had an 
altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun, Malowmangee and 

other?, 


• Or led forth- 
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Others, so that they wouuded and caused bis death ; also what the name and surname of 

the murderer* is, and send back a true report, that having proof, the affair may be 
Death of , • . 

Mr. Mackens?ie. "lanaged. ^ , 

“ Moreover, as to the murderer in custody, direct the said nation’s Chief to keep 

him under a severe and strict guard, and wait for our management of the affair. 
Oppose not. These are the orders. 

‘‘ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th month, 16th day.” 


We deem it an act of justice to state, that the criminal charge preferred againsl 
Mr. Fcaron, who is represented in the foregoing report to have headed tlie assailants in 
the Jate disastrous affray, is totally groundless. The testimony of every witness examined 
at the Netherlands Consulate acquits Mr. I'earon of all participation in the quarrel; 
and subsequent inquiry lead.s us to believe that the Chinese soldier who sent in to his 
superiors the first official narrative, received his information from Mr. Bovet. 


Pwan, the Nanhae Magi.strate, concerning Mackenzie’s death, dated October 4th ; 

received 5th, 1830. 

‘‘ PwAN, Nanhae Keen, &c. liereby issues orders to the Hong Merchants, for theii 
full information. It appears on record that at the Dulcli Foreign Factory, a Dutch 
Captain, Mackenzie, had an altercation and angry quarrel with the l^irsce Supra- 
eai’goes Feilwn and Malownuinche, Feilun and the other ledf forth foreigners, bearing 
hluirp weapons, with which they stabbed and w’ounded Mackenzie’s head, and caused 
his death. 

Yesterday f was received a notification from the Governor, saying, that in cases of 
foreigners causing the death of forcigner.s, the practice for a long time has been, that 
tlie Hong Merchants should report to the Keen that he might examine the body, and 
report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the tacts; but on the 
present occasion the Hong Merchants have not rej>orted how the bloody quarrel arose, 
in w hich the foreigner Mackenzie was wounded and killed. Let the Heen immediately 
command (the Merchants) to examine clearly into the subject, and make a general 
report. At the same time, let the Heen examine the body of the foreigner, delineate on 
paper the situation of his wounds, and report to all tlie superior officers, that they may 
examine into the facts. 

“ At that time I issued orders, to the said Merchants to obey accordingly, but from 
that time to this they have not yet presented a petition requesting an examination of 
the l)ody, which very much indicates a trifling with the subject. 

‘‘ On examination it appears that foreigners, wdien in this country they commit 
crimes, it is right that they should implicitly obey the orders of the Government of ihv 

Celestial 


* Or nuirdercrs. 

t Tliis phrase denotes in the original, acting as a leader or commander to a party. 
^ Or, the other day. 
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Celestial Empire, and await for examination and management.^ How can they be 
allowed to indulge in obstinate opposition. 

On search being made, it is found that in the 45ih year of Keen Lung (a.d. 1780), 
there was one Lewshe, a French foreign sailor, who being drunk, and liaving quarrelled 
with his companion Akeala, took a knife and killed Akeala. He fled, and hid himself, 
but was taken. In that case the report was made by the Hong Merchants to the Heen 
to examine the body, interrogate the witnesses, and report to his superiors, for their 
management. 

Searching further back, there have been several cases in which foreigners have 
killed foreigners, and heretofore they have all been managed thus. In this case llu‘ 
affair is the same in law, and doubtless should be managed in the same manner. 

I now write the above circumstances, and send a copy of the Edict to the said 
Hong Merchants for their (obedience, that they immediately make themselves clearly 
acquainted with the rccoi’ded cases, and make an accurate inquiry into the causes how 
the bloody quarrel arose, in which he was wounded and killed ; also where the corpse 
now is; whether it be interred or not? What the name and surname of the murderous 
foreigner* is ? Whether or not he has been taken ? Let an immediate and true answer 
be sent to these questions, that I, the Heen Magistrate, may, having proof, examine 
the body, interrogate the parties, and report to superior officers. Oppose not. A 
special Edict. 

Appended is a report made to the Emperor in the case of Lew-she killing Akeala. 

Tuou Kwung, 10th year, 8lh month, 18th day. (Oct. 4th, 1830.)” 


CHINA VAPEllS 


(B.) 

Deal!) ol 
Mr, Mack(Mi/Je. 


Mackenzie’s Case. 

‘‘ A report made by Keolepa, the then Governor of Canton, to His Imperial Majesty 
Keen Lung, in 45th year, being a.d. 1780-1, 12th moon, 24th day. 

Keolkpa, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. issues this 
document to inform the Honourable Nooyucn, the Tetuh, and the Hoppo, concerning 
certain affairs. 

On the 24th day of the 12th month of the 45th year of Keen Lung, | united with 
the Honourable the Fooyuen Le, in presenting a respectful memorial to His Majesty 
(of which the following is a copy). 

A memorial for the purpose of giving, or causing to be heard (by the Emperor) a 
certain business. 

We humbly consider that Canton is the general resort of foreign ships, which have 
heretofore all remained at Whampoa, being there anchored. 

<< A French foreigner, Lewshe, and a Portuguese foreigner, Akeala, acting as sailors on 
board of a Hungmanf ship, came to Canton. On the 11th day of the 10th moon of the 

45th 


* Or foreigners. 

t Hungmdii, “red bristled,*’ was formerly an appellation of the Dutch; latterly it baa been distinctive ol the 
Engliali. 
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(B.) 

Death of 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


45th year of Keen Luogi in theafieriiooa# ?^yrH^ei^t ^ .£fiing Hong in quest of a Portu- 
guese supracargo^ Melanta, to be enip%e|,|^ In consequence of Melanta having 

gone to Macao, one Pirigtoo, a Portugujsse third supracargo, detained them for the time 
being in the Hong. That night both of them slept in the tatne' room. Akeaila said to 
Lcwshe, that when he went to buy things in the shops he was in the habit of stealing, and 
ridiculed his worthlessness. Lewshe also reproached the other with stealing things, till 
at last they catne to' an^y strife, and Akeala took out a knife he carried about him, and 
scored Lewshe a wound on his right jaw. Lewshe turned round and wished to run, when 
he further received two slashing wounds on his left side behind. Lewshe’s passion being 
excited, be drew his knife to defend h!mself» and gave two slasliing wounds to Akeala on 
his right side, from which he immediately fell and . expired. 

The Hong Merchants reported the occurrence to the Nanhae Magistrate, who 
examined clearly the wounds on the dead body, and ordered the French Chief to deliver up 
Lewshe to be Interrogated. In his evidence he acknowledged, without denial the preceding 
circumstances, and Lewshe was sentenced to be strangled. This being reported to the 
higher authorities, we again examined and found that in the 25th year of Keen Lung, a 
Dutch sailor, Weilim Peetse, being in China, with a knife slashed to death Kect chc Na, a 
foreigner. Le, a former Governor, in accordance with foreign laws, forthwith put him to 
deatli on board the ship where he committed the offence, and so concluded the affair, as 
is on record. 

** On the present occasion, the French sailor, Lewshe, caused the death of the Portuguese 
foreigner Akeala. The circumstances and the crimes were the same, and it is therefore 
right to act in imitation of the precedent. We, therefore, on the 19th day of the 11th 
moon, deputed the Footseung of the Middle Battalion, Yung-gan, and the Tsantseang 
Metoze jin, together with the Le teen pel, the Che«foo of Kwang Chow, and Seu-yu-fan, 
the Nan-hae-Heen, to summon altogether the respective foreigners (or heads of companies), 
to take the murderous foreigner, Lewshe, to the front of the Efung Hong, the place where 
he had committed the offence, and in the sight of all equally, according to law, using a cord, 
squeeze him to death, in order to illustrate the laws of the nation. 

The acting Judge, Chiushing-tsoo, prepared in order the confessions, anti reported them 
to us. Besides informing the Supreme Board of these confessions, we now unite the circum- 
stances and reasons of our proceedings, and report them to the throne, prostrate, begging 
that the Emperor over all w^ill, with his intuitive wisdom, direct the Board to examine and 
conform and concede, that it may be done. Reverently reported, &c. 

No^ on the 21st of the Sd moon of the 46th year of Keen Lung, being on the road at 
Yaediow, tlie Vermilion reply has been received, saying, 

** < Let the appropriate Board know it. Respect this.' 


Uniting these circumstances, we forthwith by letter inform the appropriate Sze, 
that he may meet with the Pooching Sze, and transmit the order to be reverently obeyed, 
exaniined, and acted on without opposition. 

One letter to be sent to the* Nooyuen, another to the Tetub, and a third to the 
Hoppo, who are all styled Honourable. 

Keen Lung, 22d day, 8d moon» 46th year.** 
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Hoo, the Pwanyu Magistrate^ concertiiiig Captain Mackeneie’ji October 4th ; 

received October 5th 1830. 

Moo, the Pwaiiyu Heen, issues this f(n*^tlie purpose of transferring tbc^ commands of 
a superior, that obedience may be paid thereto. 

On tlie 19th day of the 9th j^oon of the lOtli year, qf Tgpultwaijg, I received, from 
the Fooyuen a document, and opening it found it as follows: 


emSA 1»APEKS. 


Death of 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


“ On the 16th day of the StIvmoOn of flie lOth year of Taoukwahg. Wanchehwah, the 
Show-foo-tseang of Kwang-ehoW*chlng, iitated that Fan-tiiig-yew, the T«ee»i-t«ung at 
the Se-kwan guardhouse, bdorfging to the Left Battalion, had reported to him that 
Kwang-teen-gan« a street soldier, .had informed him, that on the 15th of the present 
month, at the Dutch Foreign Factory No. 4, a Dutch Captain, Me-keen-che (Mackenzie), 
had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsec Supracargoes Fullum, MaljOwmangee, 
and others. Feilum and the others beaded,* some foreigners with sharp weapons, with 
which they stabbed and wounded Mackenzie's head and body, which caqsed his death. 
The Supracargoes of the several nations immediately secured tlte murderers.^ It is now 
intended to send them back to their own country to be tried, &c. 

Thils the affair came before me, the Fooyuen, and accordingly I, besides passing it to 
the Gawcha/.e, that he might transfer my orders and enjoin obedience thereto, unite the 
above circumstances, and send this prepared document to the Ilc^cn magistrate, that he 
may forthwith, in obedience hereto, make haste, and in company with the Nan hae Ilcen, 
take the Linguist and the bdicial Examiner of dead bodies, belonging to the Criminal 
Office, and go and take Mackenzie s body, and immediately examine it, delineate on paj)er 
the situation of his wounds, and report to all the superior officers. At the same time, let 
them examine clearly how the foreigners Feilun and others commenced the bloody quarrel 
and angry strife, and led forth the foreigners, who with sharp weapons .stabbed and 
wounded Mackenzie so that he died ; and also wliat are the names of the murderous 
foreigners; and let them the same day write out the evidence, and examine according to 
cases that have formerly taken place ; consult together, and report to all the superior 

officers, that tliey may manage according to the facts, &c. 

# 

I, the Pwon yu Hein, Jiiiviug received this, besides sending it to the Nan hae 
Heen, that he may accompany me to examine the body, also unite tl)e above cirenrn 
stances, and forthwith issue an order for yoiir information. Wlieii the order reaches 
you, the Hong Merchants WocHshow4 Chang and the others, make yourselves fully 
acquainted with the subject, and immediately cojiuuunicate the order to the Linguists, 
that they may go to the Dutch Foreign Factory and order the body to bo delivered up ; 
and then wait till I, in company with the Nan hae Hecii, arrive personally to examine it. 
Do you the said Merchants also examine clearly what arc the names of the murderous 
foreigners, § and the causes whence the bloody quarrel origiaated, and report back 
agaiii. Oppose not. A special Edict. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 18th day. (October 4lh, 1830).” 


EXTRACT 

4 


• Or led forth. 


t Or murderer. 


3 N 


t Howqua, juu. 


§ Or foreigner. 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

6th October 1880* 

We write the following letter to Mr. Van Basel, acknowledging the receipt of hi» 
address recorded under the date 5th instant. 

‘‘ To M. J. Senn Van Provisional Netherlands Consul in China. 

“Sir: ' V. , 

“ We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter enclosing a copy 
of the depositions taken during the invaatigation held at the Netherlands Consulate, 
upon the death of Captain;^ F. MaokenEie, Commander of the Dutch ship Vrow 
Helena. . i : , 

^ We shall take into consideration the drcnmstances attending this melancholy 
affiiir without delay. 

* “ We have honour to be^ &C.” 

“ Canton, 6th October 1^0.” Signed by the Select Committee. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

7th October 1880. 

The Committee assembled to take into consideration what measures it might be 
proper to adopt in consequence of the unfortunate death of Captain Mackenzie, three 
British subjects being implicated in the aifnir. 

The Committee, after haying perused with attention the depositions taken before M. 
Sen Vann Basel, were unanimously of opinion that any further examination of witnesses 
by tliem would be unnecessary and impolitic;. In the present case, the verdict of an 
English jury would probably be that of mlmslanghter ; but were it even a case of 
murder, we have no authority to inkitute Judiciid proceedings; and no diiference of 
opinion can exist as to the extreme impolicy of allowing the Chinese Government to 
interfere where their own countrymen are not concerned. • 

Although, judging from the documents previously recorded, it would seem that 
the Chinese Government does in principle, take cogniaance of the acts of foreigners 
among themselves; yet the indifference evinced by the Hong Merchants, and the 
documents being addressed genera^y to the foreign nations’ Chiefs, would incline to 
the belief, that in practice it cares little to i^^rfere. Unfortunately, however, any 
disturbance in which foreigners are engaged is almost sure to aflbrd a rich harvest to 
many of the officers of this corrilpt government, whp in consequence are ever on the 
watch to take advantage of any opportunity to exact from the Hong Merchants. 
Casual interruptions to the^trade injure not or involve the authorities of Canton ; and 
it is only when the stoppage of commercial ti'ansactions is lengthened to a period 
which interferes with the collection of the imperial duties that they are alarmed for the 
consequences. It shojild be the great object of the Company’s representatives in lliis 
country to impress upon them the idea, that interruptions and annoyances when once 
commenced are not so easily or quickly arranged, and above all, to inculcate the 

maxim, 
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maxim, that though the trade may have itn^advontai^, the90/tirUh|MS«er be pOrch^^ 
by Englishmen at least, at the price of ^tional disgrace. ’ Submission to insult has 
shown the Chinese how valuable is the trade, and they have acted according^, in too 
many instances, in interrupting and annoying it ; and hence pl^haps has dri^irrated tlie 
erroneous supposition, that to them the trade is a matter of indifference. 'The Com* 
mittee arie prepared to act with decistOO, but are nnwHtilyg^ tO b^ drvig}^ the 
business, .and consider ,it their duty to keep as much in the back ground as possible 
until compelled to take a part; but io lfegard to the ibrifee Porsees, the best cOtirse 
appears to be to send them by the firaf Opportunity to Bombay. After they are out 
of the country, the Viceroy must See the ^IBcnlt situation in wbfcb he places himself 
in prolonging a question and taking up a position from which he must recede, should 
he demand the surrender of the culprilir.; ^ copies of the ^above documents have)been 
received by Mr. Sen Van Basel, and as he has in the first instance instituted the 
investigation, we shall leave to him die task of replying to the inquiries of the 
Government. It is proper to observe, that Mr. Sen Van Basel, in the interviews 
lie has had with the President on the subject, has testified his concurrence in the 
measures proposed to be adopted by the Committee in sending the Parsees to Bombay, 
and that no wish has been expressed by him of having them delivered over to the 
Chinese laws. < f 

It is resolved, therefore, to send the three Parsees to Bombay by the ship Edmon^ 
stone, now on the eve of departure, together with the depositions taken hefiire the 
Netherlands Consul, for the full information of the Honourable the Governor in 
Council. Copies of the depositions we shall transmit to England, numbers in the 
packets of the Honourable Company’s ships Thomas Coutts and' Duchess of Athol. 
In searching the records for precedents, the Committee perCeive, in the Con.sul rations 
of the 14th December 1780, that precisely the same view was taken by the Select 
Committee of that period as to the dangerous precedent of allowing the Chinese 
Government to interfere in cases 6f homicide where their own subjects are not con- 
cerned. As the case appears somewhat' siitular, the extract is now recorded. 



Death 

Mr. Mackehzii'. 


Extract from the Diary of Consultations, &c. for the year 1780. 

The following is the case referi^ed to by the Governor of Canton in his Edict relating 
to Captain Mackenzie’s death ; 

“ Some time ago a French seaman belonging to the Success galley countty ship killed 
a Portuguese sailor belonging to the Stormont, in one of the merchant’s hemses. The 
man took refuge at the French Consul’s, where he remained for many days, but at last 
was given up to the Chinese, and was this morning publicly strangled by order of the 
Fooyuen. This is the first instance of one European being executed for the murder of 
another, and appears to be a very dangerous precedent, as it may inVolve EiOSopeans in 
inextricable difficulties, if even by accident one man should kill another. The man exe- 
cuted to-day could have no trial of common justice. The affair happened between him 
and the deceased in Seunqua’s Hong at night, nobody knowing., of thh quarrel till the 
Stormont’s man was killed; and do not understand that the Chinese Government 
took any means in their courts to find out the truth. Foreigners are not here allowed 
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the benefit of Chinese laws, though in this instance one of them suffers by the rigour of 
them, nor have they any privileges in common with the natives. They shc goveriietl 
merely by such rules as the Maclarins for the time being declare to be their will; and 
the reason why so few inconveniences happen from irregularities is, that the officers of 
government on such occasions rather choose to exact money from the Security Mer- 
chants, Compradores, &c. than use rigorous methods, by which they gain nothing ; their 
corruption therefore in part is the foreigner’s security.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Ociobtu' 10, 1830. 

By the Edinonstone, bound for Bombay, we direct our Secretary to write the follow- 
ing letter to Mr. Secretary Ncwnhain : 

“ To William Newnluirn, Es(j., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir : 

Par. 1. I AM directed by the I'residenl and Select Cominitlee to make known t(; 
you, for the infbnnalion of the Honourable the Governor in (k>iincil, the following cir^ 
cunistances which have lately oceuiTcd in Canton. 

2. On the evening (if the .30th S('|)teinber an alli ay took ])lacc in what is called the 
.Dutch Hong in Canton, in w'hich a C/Uptain Mackenzie, commander of the Dutch .ship 
Crow Helena, lost his life in consetjuence of w’omuls inflicted by tliree Parsees, by name, 
Xowrojee, Framjeo and Jainsetje(\, servants of Merwaujee ilormajee, a Par.see Merehaiit, 
n'siding in Canton. 

3. This affray appears to have originated in a misunderstanding, in consenuence of 
a Mr. Bovel, a Swiss, by ]>rofessiou a watchmaker, wjjti resides in the sana* Hong with 
MerwTin jee Ilormajee, arrogating to himself the right of kee[)iiig possession of a key, and 
by that means closing a public way leading into the street. It appears that Merwanjei^ 
Ilormajee .sent several tiiiies (o demand this key, which demand not being complied with, 
he directed bis servants to brt‘ak the lock, which they did. Mr. Bovel hearing wlno 
was going on, ran out with a sword, which he attempted to draw on the tlnec Pai set! 
servants above mentioned, and on tlu* sword being wrested from him, ran away, crying 

Murder,” which Captain Macktmzie, who resides in apartments in the same Hong, 
hearing, came out to his (BovePs) assistance, and struck with tm umbrelJa the Par- 
se( 5 !.s, w ho then fell upon him, and with tlie slicks with which they had liaced the locks 
inflicted the wounds, of which he died on the following day. 

1.. The first official intimation the Select Committee received of this unfortunate 
in currence wTis a letter i’rom Mr Stain Van Basil, the Provisional Netherlands Consul, 
iijciosing a certified copy of the depositions taken in tlie investigation he had instituted 
iuti^ the circLiinslances of the ileatli of Captain Mackenzie. 

5. On the receipt ofthe.se docuiueiils the Committee lost no lime in assembling to 
take into consideration the measures it might be proper lo adopt in consetjuence of three 
British siihjects being implicated in the affair. 

(5. The Honourable the Governor in Couiieil is no doubt aw are of the peculiar 

situation 
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.situation in which the representatives of the Honourable Coinpapy and the English 
nation are placed in tliis country, without the authority to act judicially^ or even per- 
haps strictly speaking to administer an oath, which could be received as evidence in an m,. 
English court of justice; the uncertainty that exists whether any or what notice would be 
taken by the Chinese Government of the acts of foreigners where death occurred, added 
to the difficulties of the situation in which the Representatives of the Corapan}^ found 
tliem.sclves placed. For, should the Chinese authorities have demanded the surrender 
of the Parsees, for the purpose of being tried by the sanguinary law of this empire, the 
President and Select Committee clearly perceived the impossibility of a compliance ; 
mui after giving the subject inaturo deliberation, no other course appeared open to them 
but that of removing the Parsee? from Canton as soon as possible, and sending them bv 
the first opportunity to Bombay, with all the evidence transmitted to the Select Ckmi- 
inittee by Mr. Senn Van Basil. 

7. In consequence, the three Parsees, Nowrojee, Framjee, and Jamsetjee, have 
been sent on board the country ship Kdnionstone, with orders to the Commander to 
carry them to Bombay, and to detain them on board until he has received instructions 
from the Honourable (be (Joveriu)!* in Ck)uiicil on the subject. 

“ S. The President and Select Committee do not eoiisider themselves competent to 
‘» ive an opinion as to tli(5 nature of the crime which by the laws of England would attach 
lo the Parsees in question, but consider it their duty to observe tljat the conduct of Mr. 

Bovet, in taking possession of a key, to which he had no right, and in attacking the 
Parsees with a sword (which facts are undisputed), has excited in this community a strong 
feeling of' indignation against him, wliieli is piu haps heightened by his well-known (piar 
l elsome disposition, and from his having bi en the indirect cause oi‘ the death oJ’ an inno- 
centman in the person of Captain Mackenzie. 

“ f). I have llie honour to enclose a (!opy of the letter received JVom Mr. Senn \ an 
Basil, together with the deposit ion.s rel’erred to, and remain, 

Sir, &c. ike. 

(Signed) “ Geokok Best Roiunson, 

“ Canton, 11th October Acting Secretary.” 


EXTRACT CTIINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 19th October 18210. 

In pursuiMicc oftbe resolution adopted in the C^onsultation, October llu' 7th, we direct 
our Secretary to write the following Letter to Captain Hadley, ordering him to receive 
llie three Parsees on board his ship : 

Captain Hadley, Commander of the Country Ship Edmonstone. 

Sir : 

I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to request that you will take 
charge of the three Par.sees; named Nowrojee, Framjee and Jamsetjee, prisoners on 
hoard the Honourable Company’.s ship Abercrombie Robin.son, and convey tliem to 
Bombay, where you will be pleased to await the instructions of the Honourable the 

Governor 
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Governor in Council for their future disposal. I am also directed to desire that the 
accompanying Despatches may be delivered to the Secretary to Government on your 
arrival at Bombay. 

I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) George Best Robinson, 

“ Canton, 12th October 1830/^ ‘‘Secretary,’’ 


Our Secretary is likewise directed to write the following Letter to the commanding 
officer on board the Honourable Company’s ship Abercrombie Robinson : 


To the Commanding Officer on board the Honourable Company’s Ship 
Abercrombie Robinson. 


“ Sir: 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to direct that the lliree Par- 
sees, nametl Nowrojee, Framjee and Jamsetjee, prisoners on hoard the Abereroinbie 
Robinson, be delivered to Captain Hadley, Coiiimunder oftlie country ship Edmonstone. 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) George Best Rohinson, 

“ Canton, 12th October 1830.” “ Secretary.” 


tli(j Merchants, hy Pwan the Nan^hae-Heen, on the case of Captain Mackenzie’s 
deatli; dated 1 Itli October, received 12tli, 1830. 

“ Pwan, promoted by Imperial (.)rder, hereby issues an Order to the Hong Mer- 
cliants for their full information. 

“ It is substantiated tliat these Mcrcluints have presented a petition, in which they 
say. 

“ We have Jniiiihly and respectfully received your Benevolence's official (^rdei*, 
on opening which we find it slated — [Here follows a Copy of No. 2, before trans- 
lated. 1 

“ On receiving this we, tlie Ilong Merchants, in obedience thereto, immediately 
instituted an iiKjuiry into the several U)pics. It is authetuicated tliat the Dutch Flag- 
keeping Chief, Fan-pii-shin, said verbally, on the 15th of the 8lh moon, having heard 
that Caj)tain Mackenzie had been woumled, and died, wc immediately assembled outside 
nation’s Foreign Merchants. Twelve persons, all having swT)rn that they would inves- 
tigate according to the truth, examined the body, and found that the wounds had 
been inflicted on the forehead and other places with wooden bludgeons, and that ho 
had di(Ml in consequence of the wounds. Tliey strictly iiujuired who inflicted the 
wounds, and found that they were not natives of* this country, but Indian white head 
(Parsi'c) foreigners, Fa-lan-che, Now-loche, Yans-aychc, three persons, who, with a 
woihIcii bludgeon, thrashed and wounded Mekeenche, and caused his death. The 
thrive murderers, foreigners, have been apprehended. These murderers, foreigners, 
Fa-laii-elie, Now-loche and Yans-avche, M^ere delivered over to the English C’ornpany’s 
Chief, to be kept under strict custody till they arc sent to their country, to be justly 
tried according to foreign laws. As to Makecnebe's body, it was by the foreigners 

coffined 
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coffined on tlie 15th of the month, and sent to Whampoa in a foreign boat, where it 
was interred. It is earnestly entreated that opening the coffin and examining the liody 
may be dispensed with, and the foreigners will be very grateful. Thus the affair came 
before us, the Hong Merchants ; and we immediately went to the English Foreign 
Factory to inquire, and found that the said murderers, foreigners, Fa-lon-che, &c 
three in number, had been sent down by the English Company’s Chief to Whampoa, 
on board a foreign ship, where they were kept in close custody. Uniting these circiim- 
stances, w e report distinctly, in reply to the order we received to examine into the 
facts, &c. I, the Nan-hae-Hee:i, find that in cases of homicide it is absolutely necessary 
to examine clearly the w^ounds on the body, and to investigate clearly how the bloody 
quarrel arose; also who struck first, and who afterwards, who was the principal mur- 
derer, and who accessary; then a discrimination may be made, and the crime decided 
on. It is never the case that the wounds on the body should remain unexamined, nor 
who commenced the bloody quarrel should remain uninquired into, nor who was the 
[)erson that inflicted such a wound. Thus the business may be managed. Further, it 
is Ibuiul that a long time past, repeatedly, when foreigners caused the death of foreigners, 
ilie Hong Merchants reported to the Hecn Magistrate to examine the body, interrogate 
the parties, report to the superiors, and manage. In this case the affair is the same, 
.and ought to be managed in the same manner. 

‘‘ How the Dutch FJag'keeping Chief, Han-pa-Shin, has not inquired clearly into 
the causes of the liloody quarrel, nor stated who inflicted the blow in such a pJaee, 
nor who struck previously, and wlio afterwards, nor pointed out all the circumstances 
minutely, but abj uptly requests that an exaiuination of the body may be dispensed with 
This is very wrong. 

“ And the murderers being natives of u dependency of England, the said nation's 
Company’s Chief, in refusing to speak on the subject, has acted still more inipro- 
|)t:rly. 

Writing these things, I hereby issue an order lo the Hong Merchants to transmit 
immediately my orders to the English Company’s Chief and the Dutch Flag-keeping 
Ciiief, to inquire instantly into the causes of the bloody quarrel, what persons used 
wliat thing, and inflicted a wound in what place ; also, who previously and who after- 
wards struck the blows. Let these circumstances be stated in reply, and according to 
the law^s of the nation, to who it is that determines the crime on this kind of murderous 
foreigners; that having proof, I may repair in person to examine the body, discriminate 
and manage, according to the facts. Do not indulge in confused reservations, fordoing 
hO will involve you in serious guilt. Hasten ! Hasten ! A special Edict. 

“ "I'aoukwnjig, 10th year, 8th moon, 25th day.*' 
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Mr. IMackcnzic. October 1830. 

Wji have this day received from the Mercliauts, the following Edict from the 
Qiuingchow Foo, relative to Captain Mackenzie’s case. 

Governor Le, by the Kwanchow Foo, requiring the body of Captain Mackenzie 
to be delivered up to the Chinese by the Dutch, and the three murderers by the 
English. Dated October 1830, received IStb. 

“ lloo, the Kwanchow Foo, to the Hong Merchants. 

“ On the 25th of the 8th moon, of the lOth year oi‘ Taoukwang, respectfully was 
received an official document from L<‘, Governor of Canton, &c. It is proved by 
papers on record, that tlie Kwaiicljow Lee re[)ortcd concerning a Dutch foreigner, 
Mekeenchee. — [Here follows a copy of the soldier’s report bc*f4>re translated. Next the 
orders the Governor gave to the Hong Merchants, alreaily translated. J 

On examination it is found that for a long time past foreigners being in this 
country and causing the deatli of foreigners, in every case the local officers have inter* 
rogated llie parties, examined the body, and la porteil to their superiors, riie murderers, 
though in this country, were punished according to foreign laws. 

‘‘ In the present ease the Dutch foreigner was kilhal hy an liulian foreignei*. Iiulia 
is under the Government of the, English; it is therefore light to order the said nation’s 
(’onipany’s C^hief to take the murderers, foreigners, and (hdiver ihein up for trial and 
judgmenL, 

That vvhicli the Kwanchow l>ee staled in his report, that all the ( hiefs wislied to 
serul the party back to their own country to be prosecuted, is eonlrarv to oltl regulations., 
and decidiMilv cannot be allowed. 

“ Reside dinicting tll(^ Nan-hae-lleen in command forthwith the Hong Merchants to 
communicaU^ it authoritatively and distinctly to ilie English (’hief, that hti must 
examine and conform to tlie old cas(\s in law, and hasten to take tlie murderers, and 
investigate clearly who was head, and who followers, and on the same (.lay deliver lluaii 
up and wait for our management according to the repeatt'dly recorded })reced(mis. 

“ 'fhe ('elestial Empire’s laws and regulations decidedly will not (‘udiire the least 
opposition. When the murderers, foreigners, are delivered up, let the said Heen 
immediately report for investigation. 

“ Uniting these things, an ordcu' is hen;by issued to the said I oo, to lake under 
his direction the said Hcen, and inaiiugc safely and swiftly, and without opposition, 
.S:c.” 

“ On the same day was further received from Le, the Governor of Canton, a docu- 
ment as folio W.S ; 

[Mere the soldier’s first report, and the order to examine the body are 
repeated.] 

“ But up to this day no examination or report has taken place. It is found that 
Jieretofore foreigners in this country causing iJie death of foreigners, it has always 

been 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. *463 


been the case that the remains were examined by the local officers. , Now, in the present 
case, the afliiir should be managed according to old precedents. It is impossilde to 
allow foreigners to indulge in procrastination. 

Let the Nan-hae-Heen immediately communicate orders to the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to ascertain where the coffined body is, and order the Dutch foreigner to 
deliver up the body to be ready for examination. Let the said Keen make haste, and 
report back that having proof a Weiynen may be deputed and join the others, and go to 
examine the wounds on the body, and report generally to superior officers, lluit tViey 
may manage according to the facts. The case compromises the laws of the C'elestial 
Empire, and it must not he presumed to disobey. How can it he permitted to the said 
foreigners to act as they please, and when an inquest should be taken, not take an 
inquest. The said Keen must not again delay; he will thereby incur guilt. 

‘‘ An onler is also hereby sent to the said Foo, to take the lead of the said Heen, 
and immediately examine clearly, and give orders to deliver up the coffined body, and 
to wait till a Wci 3 men he deputed to join the party and examine the remains. No delay 
is allowed. Hasten ! hasten ! 

“ 'J'his coming to me Kwangchow Foo Tse [he here reiterates the orders of the pre- 
ceding without any additional remark, except a tlireat that disobedience will involve the 
parties in great guilt].” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 18th October 18:30. 

To his Excellency the Vice»*oy of Canton. 

‘‘ We hav(! received from the IMcrchants your Excellencv^s Letter, dt rnanding the 
surrender of three I’arsees, Rrilish subjects, who were implicated in the late alfrav in 
the Dutch ITong, in which Captain Mackenzie lost his life. 

We have to inform your Excellency that the three men in (question have been sent 
to Bombay to be tri(;d by the laws of England; and if, on examination, it shall appear 
that they were not the aggressors, that they were first attacked by a person with an 
offensive weapon, a sword, it will operate very strongly in their favour, and their 
punishment will not 1)(‘ so severe as it otherwise would have been. The Dutch Chief, 
under wIh'sc protection the deceased was, has sent us the depositions taken in evidence 
before him, which we have transmitted willi the Pxirsees to Bombay. By this eviih nce 
it appears that a person residing in the Dutch Hong, took ])ossessioii of a kev, ami 
stopped up a public way; that on these Parsecs at templing to break the lock, diey were 
attacked by apt^rson with a sword, who then ran away ; Captain Mackenzie hearing the 
disturbance, came np at the momcHit, and with an umbrella struck the men, who there- 
upon, it being dark, returned the blows of wbicli be died. The Dutch Clii^f has not 
complained ol our having sent the men away; there is no one wlio petitions ; of what 
use is it therefore to lengthen discussions without an object, for the men are gone; whv 
disturb the remains and repose of the dead, which arc held so sacred in all civilized roiin- 

•I O tries ; 
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trios ; the surgeons IiA^veoxaniined and disfigured the body ; liow then can the wounds be 
discovered r We pi ay your Excellency to give orders that tbe body be not again dis- 
turbed, a ceremony so revolting to all foreigners. 

We have thus given your Excellency a statement of the affair, whicli is in accord- 
ance with evidence we have received, and hope your Excellency will there let the 
matter rest. If the men, by tlie laws of England, are found guilty, they will most 
a siiredly be punished.” 

Signed by the President. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October 1830. 

'J'liK Committee having assembled to meet the Hong Merchants, Ilowqua proccaxlcd 
to speak to the following purpo^^c, liaving. in tlie first place, particularly requested that 
all he said should be lak(Ti down in writing: 

Yesterday all the H<mg Merchanl.s waited on the Viceroy, wlio told us that tht‘ 
( ouimittce liad sent in a choj) the pr(‘vious day, staling that tlu thret‘ Parsees demamled 
by Government were gone awa}^, and cannot therefore ht' (l(.‘liv(?red up 1i>r trial. 

Viceroy says, that this proceeditig is in ojiposition to the I hinese laws, and 
cannot be suHered. The demand for the three guilty nuai is not foundt'd upon any new 
law. A similar demand was made by the Clovcrnmcnl in the 45th year of Keen Lung 
(J7S0). It is the aucieiii liiw\ no new regulation of the ]>r(‘S(.‘nt \ iceroy. If the ituti 
were not now demaiuhal, iH’reafit r there would be no restraining law. 'IMie strongest 
foreigner would destroy the weaker. 

‘‘ 44k* \4ceroy is desirous to sliow reason. \\4i(!n a man is murdereti in anotlu'r 
province, Keangsye for example, the Governor of Canton cannot settle the business. 
Justice must lie administered where tbe crime is comniiltt'd. The A icerov is dtsii-oiis to 
do strict justice, he lias no wish to introduce* a new law to oppress foreigners: 
Mackenzie’s case must he referreil to the Einjieror. The \ iceroy must have the three 
Parsees; it is not a mere formal demand. 

“ When the three men shall be*, brouglil up, tlie (’ommittee may keep them in custody 
in the Company’s Factory. Tbe investigation may lx* held according to English forms. 

“ Tlie \’iccroy docs not recpiire the accused to be taken into llit* city; deputed 
Mandarins will assemble in llie Factory, and wTtli tbe Committee bold a court for the 
trial. Mandarins must be pre.scnt, but the men to be examined according to English 
usage. When the trial is finished, if the men are acquitted of tlie crime of murder, 
the ( ornmittee must show u'eason to the Viceroy why not guilty. If condemned by 
Fnglisli laws, the men shall be executed on your own premises in presence of* the 
M aiulariiis. 

'Fhe Merchants are ordered by the \4ceroy to explain the whole case clearly to 
Committee. 

If the men are really gone, a ship must he immediately despatclicd to bring them 
back, and the Viceroy to be informed in what time they wall be produced. 'Fhe An- 

CJia- 
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Cha-Szc has ordered the Hoiipj Merchants to bring the Comniiltee's answer to day, 
whether the men are gone or not.** 

Ilowajini tlien delivered the Viceroy’s rt'ply to our address ot the Kith instant, vvhicli 
was as Tolltiws : 


( JIJNA J 


(Hi 

Dealh (»/ 
Mr. Maekcrixu 


‘‘ From Governor Lc, demanding the delivery of the three l^irsees; dated October 

19lh, received 20th, 1830. 

Lc, Member of the Military Board, ^-c., hereby issues orders to the Ilong Mer- 
chants, with which they riiust make themselves fully acc^uainted. 

It is autlieiilicated that the English Chief Baynes and others have presented a 
Statement, saying — [Here follows a Copy of the Committee's Ivctter of October Kith, 
1H30.1 

‘‘ On this coming before me, the Governor, I have exatnined the proceedings in this 
case, and find that I have repeatc^dly ordered the Merchants to enjoin my orders on the 
English Company’s^ Chief to deliver up the niurdcrous foreigner (or foreigners) to be 
tried and punished. 

As to th(i wounds on Mackenzie’s corpse, the Nan hae Heen w^as ordered to go and 
examine them, as is on record. 

Now said Chief and others have by no means made haste to dtdiver up the mur- 
derers, ljut turn round and say that tlu; tlirt'c men liavc been .sent in ciistcxly to Bombay, 
wdicre tliey wall be tried according to English law, &c. 

‘‘ This scheming craftily to shove off the business from themselves, not knowing that 
in China foreigners killing foreigners, must take the murderer, and in China put liim 
to death according to the foreign mode. 

“ 'Fhe ease is establisbeil by former precedents. 

“ Now ili(‘ murderer who caused Mackenzie’s death should be punislud agreeably to 
old regulations. How suffer the said Chief and others to indulge tlieinselves in op|)o- 
sition ? 

Willi speed, therefore, is issued to the said merchants an order to enjoin persj)i* 
cuously my orders on the English Company’s Cliief, that he must lake the foreigners 
who on that day fought, and instantly deliver them up, llial a clear investigation may 
be made wdio the murderer was, and the character of his crime determined. Then let 
a report be made to me, the Governor, lliat I may send an officer to see that in ( hina, 
according to huv, how the allair has been managed. The laws and regulations of the 
Celestial 1 impire are luminously handed down from former times. No second opposition 
and procrastination will he allowed. You will thereby involve yourselves in guilt and 
the crime of perverseness. Intensely, intensely, are these orders given. 

‘‘ Taaii Kwang, lOth year, 9th month, 3d day. (19th October 1830.)’* 


Extract 


• Tlio (niiishitor obscrvfs a chamjc of phrase of lute ; formerly, it was tlie English chief, now it Em- 

tor)' or (.’onijmny'fi chief, 

3 0 2 
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7117 EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Eeatli ol 21st October 1830. 

All, Mackenzie. 

The I’ol lowing short Address to the Viceroy, in reply to his Edict received yesterday 
respecting the Tarsccs, was delivered to the Merchants, who then withdrew. 

“ To His Excellency tlie Viceroy of Canton. 

We have received your Excellency’s letter respecting the delivery of the three Par- 
secs to be tried by the Chinese authorities, and have now only to inform your Excel- 
lency that our last letter contained all the information we can afford on the subject.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

22d October 1830. 

IhiE following Chop from the Nan hae Ileeii respecting the case of Captain Mac- 
kenzie has this day hi.eii delivered to us. 

From the Nan hae lleen requiring the Parsecs who wine the nuird(?rers of Captain 
Mackenzie to be delivered u]>, dated ()(‘tober 21sl, 1830. 

“ I’wAN, the Nan hae Ileen, issues an order to the Linguists, with wlilch tht*y are to 
make themselves fully acquainted. There is at present an alfair of Indian foreigners 
having given wounds to a Dutch captain, Me Keenthe (Mackenzie), of which he died, 
riie Oovernor peremptorily recpiires them to deliver up the murderer, and howevm* he 
i.'> to he punished, according to their foreign method shall he piinishcal. Wc will seiul 
officers to see and look on. This has been the way of managing lieri'toliiro, and there 
are cases transpired vvhicli may he examined. For tlie C-eleslial Empire’s fixed iT‘gu la- 
lions are, that if a man of any one jilace go to any other place, and there break the laws, 
he shall always at the j)lace wlnu’c he broke the laws he tried. If for instance, a Can 
ton man goes to Kwang Se, and in a tjuarrel takes a man’s life, he must he tried at 
KwTing Se, and certainly not he .sent in custody to Canton. Tliough they, the foreigners, 
caused tlie death of a I'oreigiicr, yet the crime was coimnitl(?d in our country; therefore 
it is re(|uired in this country to manage it. Recause they are foreigners, therelorc they 
shall, according to their foreign method, he jmnisluHl. In their foreign method, when 
the murdered man strikes the first blow, how is the murderer to he punished ? When 
three men jointly strike oik* man, w^ho is to he considered as the murderer? And who 
ajipears to hii the murderer (in this case) alter examinatiiin ? You must ask the ques- 
tions one by one. till you clearly understand them. When tlie murderers are delivered 
nj), we also will not go to examine and inquire, and investigate fully as to who ought to 
die, and what is to he iloni! with them; who ought to he let live, and what is to be doiu* 
with them ; they shall all he punished according to the foreign method, and we will only 
send ofHeers to look on and see, and that will do. Do you take the words of my orders, 
and inform the Chief, for his knowledge, and come again and state to me, that 1 may 
traiiMiiit a favom-ahle slaten>ent to the Governor. There must on no account again lx 
any ])erverse disolx-dience, wliich would hurt his dignity ; and then it would not look 
wx'll. Thes(‘ are the ortlers. 

Taou Kw'aiig, 10th year, Oih month, nth day. (October 21st. 1830.)” 


J^XTRA( 1 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court of 


Directors, dated 23d October 1830. 


i^ar. 4. Upon the arrival of the Factory in Canton, llie particular circumstances of 
the death of Captain Mackenzie, Commander of the Dutcli ship Vrow Helena, caused 
by three Parsee Merchants, in an affray, were communicated lo ns by Mr. Lindsay, 
who had preceded the Factory to Canton, as well as by Mr. Sen Van Rasil, Consul <)f 
liis Majesty the King of the Netherlands. 'J'he following is a brief outline of this unfor- 
tunate alfair : 

h. Mr. Rovet, a citizen of (leneva, resident for several years in Canton, shut up a 
thoroughfare in the Hong, which he inhabited, for the annoyance and inconvenience ol 
other foreigners living in the same HoJig. Upon this a Parsee Merchant, named M('r- 
wanjee, having made repeated applications to Mr. lh>vet, in vain, to remove this ob- 
struction to the. fri*e passage through the Hong, dispatched three Parsee servants with 
orders to break the lock which had been affixed to the door; Mr. Rovet perceiving their 
int(uitions, came out and attacked the ])aity with a sword ; the .Parsees, }u)wever, suc- 
ceeded in disarming Mr. Rovet, who then took to flight. ( aptain Mackenzie luairing a 
disturhitnce in the Hong, in which \ni lodged, came out to naider assistance, as might 
appear mressary ; and under a misiaketi impression attacked the Ptirsees, whom he 
sirnek with an umbrella. ’^Phe Parsecs then proceeded to cudgel ( aptain jMaeki'iizie 
w ith sticks or clubs, and iii/lictJ’d blows, w hich caused his death the iblJowing morning. 

(i. The liicts above stated had been invi'stigaled by an impiest of iort ign residents in 
C anton, held iiiuler the siiperiiiteiuhMice of the Dutch ( (>nsul, and wouid probably, in 
an English court of justice, not implicate the three Parsecs in question, in a charge ol 
grctiti r delimpuMiey than that f)f manshuighler. 

7. 'The ( hinese authorities having already cxhihiti d a disposition to interfere* in ihi^ 
transaction, we determined to remove the three Ikirsees, ffrilish suhjeet.s, from ( anion 
without delay, and they were sent on hoard the country sln|i lOdmonstoiie, bound for 
Ronibav. We have received infonnalion of tlu' departure of the FihTa)nstf>ne from 
< iiina with the ihreei Parsecs above mentioned. "Phe danger of allowing the ( hiiie^f* 
Ciov(!riijneiil to interfere upon the jjresent occasion is loo apparent to re(|uire disenssion. 
Their saniruinarv code of legislature would remain salisfieil with nothing short ol’the 
life of at least one of the party implicated, and would in no way discriminaU* between 
a case of intentional murder, and one of accidental homicide; tludr demands ior the (h- 
livery of the guilty y)ersoiis would he urged as long as a hope could exist of exhibiting a 
display of power, by the execution of a Ibreigner, and wouhl y)rotracl the discu.^sion t<» 
an interminable period; we therefore lelt tliat the measure wdheh we adopted., while n 
oil’ered the only protection in oiir power to the lives of thret! Rritish subjects, w as at the 
same time that best calculated to bring the alfair to a conclusion ; and il it i-ould be ne- 
cessary to addnci? further argimniit in its favour, was the only one whicii the ])ow'ers 
vested in tliis (’ommitlee place wuthin their option. 

H. Since tlu? adoption of the preceding measure, the ( hinese Ciovernincnt hnvedi - 
mandeil the delivery of the three Parsecs to them for trial, and have persisted in that 
demand, although inl’oriued by us that they had actually left thi.s country in a shij> hound 

for 
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ior the 1 Vesidency of Boiiihiiy, where thej^ would be placed at the disj)osal of the Cioveni- 
nient, and siibinitted to any further trial which might be deemed proper., Their de- 
Timnd hies since bt cai inodi/ied in various ways, and would now appear to amount to tin 
i'e(]uisiti()n of a trial according to foreign law, with the attendance of the C hincse autho- 
rities. We have stated in reply, the impossibility of compliance, the men having actu- 
ally left the country ; ami the (juestion rests in this state at present, without having 
allectcd the usual roiiline of our commercial transactions. 

{ S(‘e also Pars. 14, 15 and 18 of lliis Letter, in the Papers relating to the alleged 
l}reach ol‘ the laws of C hina, page 44 1-2 of this Appendix.) 
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PAPFJiS HELATINCi TO AA^ ARMED FORCE FOR THE PRO- 
TECTJON OF THE COM PA AV\S FACTO RV A T CANTO A. 


EX'l IIA( T CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20tli October IS:U). 

'Fo Caj)tain Jolin Junes, Senior Cominaiuler of the Horn Company’s ships in China. 

‘‘ Sir : 

1 AM directed hy the Fresidenl and Select Commitlet; to conimnnicnte to you tlieii 
onlers, that with tin; least possihh* de lay, yon take the necessary steps lor the attendance 
of 100 armetl seamen and two quarter-deck carronades, for the |)rotectIon of the IIo- 
noiirahle Company’s I’actorv. 

1 am, i^c. 

(Sirrned) iL IIudi.kston, 

“ Secretary.'’ 

‘‘ Canton, 20th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

2 1 St Octol)er, 18:10. 

In the course of the ni^ht, the i’orce required for the protection ol* the Facl(»ries 
arrived in Canton; the onus were landed in the niornint^, and placeil at the ^nite ol'our 
Factories. In consecpience r)f tlie measures adopted hv the Commodore, and the irood 
discipline of the Honourable Company’s shi{)s, we an? happy to say that this as elfected 
without the least confusion or disorder. 


EXTRAC CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 2;jth October IHtlO. 

To Captain innes, Setiior Commander, itc. i^c. ivc. 

“ Sir : 

“ I AM directe d hy the President and Select Committee to convey to you the followdn^ 
orders respecting the guard retaineil in the Factory, and desiri? that you wall take the 
necessary steps to cai ry them into c.lfect. 

1. That a number of men, not exceeding one 'division of the guard, be allowed t(' 
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out in front of the Factory only for a limited time, daily, and under the proper super 
intendi nce of their officers ; these men to be unarmed. 

2. 'I'liat the guard be paraded by their officers daily in the garden, in front of the 
Company s Factory. 

“ 3. That the total number of seamen employed as a guard, which considerably ex- 
ceeds what the Committee originally contemplated, be reduced gradually to that ot 
100; the number of officers remaining for your consideration, and that the reduction be 
effected gradually at the rate of ten men per diem. 

“ 4. That four boats, manned from the guard, and armed, be in readiness at a 
quarter before five every evening, to be employed on an}’^ service on which they may be 
re(|uired. 

o. '^J'liat no man be permitted to carry his arms with him out of the Factory, except- 
ing on duty. 

“ 1 am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ‘‘ II. II. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secrctarv.” 

“ 25th October, 1830.” 


EXI HACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

1st Nov. 1830. 

‘‘ To Captain Jolm Inne.s, Commander of the Honourable Company's ship Aber- 
crombie Robinson, and Senior Commander of the Honourable Company’s ships in 
C liina. 

‘‘ Sir : 

‘‘ I AM directed by the Prcisident and Select Committee, to convey to you, as Senior 
Commander their thanks for your conduct during the late proceedings, when prompt 
measures wen* consitlered necessary for the safety of British subjects in Canton, and 
an armed force was consccjuently ordered up from the Honourable Ck)mpany’s ships at 
Whampoa. 

“ In making known to yoti the thanks of the President and Select Committee on 
this occasion, I am directed to observe that they do not limit their approbation idtogc- 
ther to the alacrity displayed by you in the execution of their orders, but extend it to 
the spirit with which you entered into their views, and the zeal displayed by you for the 
public service, which circumstances they shall consider it their duty to bring to the 
notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

“ I have, 8cc. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 


‘‘ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830,” 
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To Captain Philip Baylis, Commander of the Honourable Company's ship 

Canning. 

Sir : 

‘‘ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you their thanks 
for the zeal displayed by you during the late proceedings in Canton, in arranging and 
disciplining the men placed more immediately under your orders in the Factories. To 
the regularity you established, and to the discipline you introduced among the seamen, 
may be in a great measure attributed the absence of all accidents, a circumstance highly 
conducive to the interests of the Honourable Company, and creditable to your abilities 
as an officer. I am directed to observe, that your conduct on this occasion will be 
brought to the favourable notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) IL H. Lindsay, 

Acting Secretary.” 

Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 


(CO 

Armed Porce for 
Protection of 
Factory . 


To the Commander and Officers of the Honourable Company’s ships in China. 

‘‘ Gentlemen : 

1 AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you their 
thanks for the zeal and alacrity displayed by you during the late proceedings, when 
circumstances rendered it necessary to order up an armed force from Whampoa, for 
the safety of British subjects in C’anton. The promptitude with which the orders of tlie 
President and Select Committee were executed on this occasion, and the good conduct 
of the men during their stay in the Factories, are circumstances highly creditable to 
their officers, and to the discipline of their respective ships, and will not fail to be made 
known to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) H. H. Lindsay, 

‘‘ Acting Secretary.” 


“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 
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PAFFJiS RELATING TO ORDERS FOR SHIPS MOVING DOIVN 
THE RIVER TO RETURN THE FIRE OF THE FORTS, 

OF THE CHINESE, 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 16th November 1830. 

NoTWTTiisTANDiNG the Grand Chops for the ships now under despalch liavc Lmt u 
reji'uliirly applied for more than a week ago, those of the "i'homas Onitts and William 
Fairlie only have begn issued. We have several times inforiiKal the Merchants tliiil 
the despatch of the ships could not be delayed, and Puankhequa and I'atqua, who 
secure the Duchess of Athol and Dunira have promised to be in time; but not having 
iuad(‘ lip their accounts, the Grand Chops are not yet forthcoming. 

We consider it ab.solutely necessary at the first despatch of the season to convince 
the Mm’chaiUs th;it our ships, when ready, will po.sitivcly sail, or else the same thing 
will assuredly happen again, and ship.s maybe detained an indefinite period after their 
ilespatchcs are closed. We do not apprehend any difficulty in this instance, as the ship.v 
in (juestion will follow the other two, who have jiilots, and will probably have the same 
iishermen on board, who would have acted us guides to the legally constituted pilots. 
We therefori' direct our Secretary to write the following letter to Captains Wilson and 
Daniell, for their guidance. 


To Ca])tain Daniell, Commander of the Honourable Company’s Ship 

Duchess of Atliol. 


Sir: 

“ I Aiu instructed bv the President and Select C^iinniittee to direct, that in the 
event oi vour not receiving your Grand Chop with the Honourable Company’s packet, 
you ^^('igh anchor, and proceed down the river in comjiany with the Honourable (’oiii- 
pauv s .ships J’homas Coutts and William Fairlie. In cast* you should be fired at by 
the forts at the Hocca 'J’igris, you are in the first instance to return with blank cartridge; 
but should, your ship he struck, and the lives of the crew endangered, you are permitted 
to fire hall. 

“ 1 have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) II. H. Lindsay, 

^ Canton, Ifith a\ov. 1830.” “ Secretary.” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, . 
Dated 18th November 1830. 


We have received tlie followinp; Letter from Captain Wilson : 


a 


Sir : 


‘‘ H. II. Lindsay, Escj. Secretary. 


I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of the President and Select Committee, 
that the Honourable C’ornpany's ship Dunira, under my command, proceeded from 
Second Bar this morning, agrc'cably to the instructions received. On passing through 
the Hogue, a gun (not shotted) was fired from the fort, and the same returned by me. 


17th November 1830.” 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) “ .T. P. Wilson.” 


Sh 

of 


EXTRA( T C HINA (T)NSULTATIONS, 

Dated 19th November I83L 

The following Letter, from Captain Daniell, has been this day received: 

‘‘ William Baynes, Esq. President, ike. &c. &c. 

Gentlemen : 

1 HAVE the honour to report to you, that having received the Honourable Com* 
panyVs Despatches, yesterday morning we got under w^eigh, and passed through the 
Hogue, and are now off Macao on our passage to St. Helena, 

“ I have, &c. 

ISth Nov. 1830.” (Signed) “ E. M. Daniell."' 
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(E.) 

REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES, OR THE ACQUISITION OK 
ASSERTION OF PRIVILEGES. 


(l.)~l)KUTS DUE BY THE BANKRUPT MP:RCHANTS GNEWQUA AND PONgUA. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Clanton to the ('ourt of Directors, dated 24th October 1810. 

Par. 13. We arc sorry to inform your Honourable Court, that the plan we had 
resolved to adopt last season for the liquidation of the debts of the bankrupt Merchants 
Gnewqua and Ponqua, have been prevented by the most extraordinary interference of 
the Viceroy of Canton, The detail we shall have the honour to submit in due course 
to your Honourable Court, we regret to say, will exhibit proceedings of duplicity and 
villainy on the part of the Merchants and Mandarins, unprecedented even in ( T)ina. 

14. The Mandarins at present appear to have entirely changed their tone, and we 
have little doubt will terminate the business without further trouble, by directing the 
payment of the debts by the other Merchants, in the usual manner. We shall endea- 
vour to obviate, by every means left in our power, the ruinous consequences that may 
result from tins mode of adjustment, as well from the inability of tlie Junior Merchants 
to bear .so heavy a burthen, as from the increased charges it may entail upon the foreign 
trade. 

15. The arrangements we had made for the present season will, we hope, be allowed 
to proceed; but we fear the alarm occasioned to the Tea Merchants, by the pro- 
ceedings of the Viceroy, will seriously affect both the quantity and quality of the Tens 
that were to liave been delivered on account of Gnewqua. 


EXT RA( T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th November 1810. 

Par. 3. The Chinese Government have directed the Teas contracted for on 
account of Gnewqua and Ponqua to be duly delivered, but no final settlement of 
these Merchants’ affairs has taken place ; it has latterly been proposed to pay, by 
instalments, in ten years, a protracted period to which it is iinrea.sonable to suppose 
we .should accede. 


Extraci 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. 

Par. 88. With respect to the future liquidation of the very serious amount of the 
debts of these bankrupt Merchants, both to the Honourable Company and to the other 
Foreign Creditors, it was generally understood at Canton, even early in the season, 
that the Viceroy had on his own authority laid down a plan of payment in ten years, by 
equal annual instalments, and hiid transmitted it to Pekin, for the approval and 
ratification of his Imperial Majesty. 

g9. We were not, however, officially informed of this fact, nor even personally 
assured of its truth until the lOth instant, when Pinqua communicated to us an Edict 
to this effect, addressed by the Nan-hai-IIien to the Hong Merchants for our infor- 
mation, and dated as early as the 6th ultimo, though no intimation had reached us of 
its existence before the day on which it was delivered to us. 

90. Although the very reprehensible neglect of Pinqua in keeping us thus long in 
ignorance of so material a document has afforded less time than we could have wished 
for the consideration and discussion of a subject of this importance we deemed it our 
duty immediately to address to his Excellency the Viceroy, a remonstrance against an 
arrangement so far below the constant professions of the (lovernmeiil, and which, 
inadequate as it is, the Merchants, while heavily burthened by the increasing cliarge.s 
and exactions of the Mandarins, and labouring under great individual embarrassnienis, 
are well known to be without tlie means to execute. 


(E.) 

Redress uf 
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EXI^liACT LF/rTEllin the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812. 

Par. 229. Tm: plan which was first proposed to us by the Junior Merchants, was 
that our Committee should grant bills for the amount (as was done in the case of* 
Shykinqua’s debts); and that on adjusting each Merchant’s accounts with the Company 
at the clo5ie of the season, the amount of their shares should f>e severally deducted. 

280. l^his arrangement, on account of the very different .state of the Merchants and 
of our accounts with them, at this and at the former period, we could not ultogtithcr 
approve; but conceiving it desirable to ensure the adju.stmeni of tlie business by some 
such agreement if possible, especially considering that a material proportion of the sum 
to be recovered is due to the Honourable Company, we offered to grant bills as proposed 
to the several creditors, upon condition of our receiving from Mowqua and Pinqua tiieir 
bonds for the total amount (half from each), and the accounts to be adjusted \viili them 
at the end of the season. 

231. The other Merchants having agreed to allow a sum of about 2t, Sm, upon each 
pecul of tea to be purchased from them by tlie Company, to be paid on their account 
when due into the Consoo Fund, as a security to Mowqua and Pinqua, the latter, on 
our consenting to this allotment, made no furtlier objection to our plan, and it has been 
carried into effect accordingly. 


232. Bv 
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232. By closin<i^ witli the Merchants upon these terms, it will be observed that we 
have not only secured the payment of the first instalment of the debt due to the Com- 
pany from Gnewqmi and Ponqua, but have likewise obtained a material accommoda- 
tion, being thus enabled to liquidate a considerable part of (he balance due at present 
by I he Company to Mowqua and Pinqua, without any direct reduction in the amount 
of our specie. 


(2.)— HEAVY BURTHENS ON THE TRADE. 


EXTRACT LET'JT:R in the Public Department, from the SELECT O >'VIMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 26ih February 1810, 

Uiirtlu iK', (in I nidc. Par. 188. Immediately on our arrival from Macao, the Viceroy required our 
attendance to receive the orders of the Emperor on permitting the renewal of trade, 
and we availed ourselves < f this opportuni'y of representing to him, in writing, the heavy 
burdens to which the trade was exposed, and other general subjects of complaint. 
The result of this measure, we are sorry to say, will prove to your Honourable Court 
how vain it is to expect redress from the Mandarins of this province, as not the least 
notice has been taken of our complaint. His ignorance of the subject cannot be 
pleaded, as the representation was delivered to the X'iceroy himself, and perused by 
iiim in the presence of our President. 
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EXTRACT LP^TTER in the Public Department, from the SELP'.CT COMMTl'TEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. 

Par. 01. We considered this a favourable opportunity of endeavouring to draw the 
Viceroy’s attention to the general state of this trade, and to some recent circumstances 
lo wliich much of the distrust of Foreigners, and of the unprecedented embarrassments 
of the Merchants, is to be attributed; and we finally requested that the whole might be 
faithfully reported to his Imperial Majesty, upon whose favour and protection, as well 
as wise and just determination, when fully informed of these circumstances, we were 
willing to place the most perfect reliance. 

92. We have not received any reply to this representation ; indeed, at this advanced 
period of the business, and considering the present temper of the Government, we can 
scarcely entertain any serious hopes of the success of its immediate object ; but in a 
general point of view, and ns conducive to the prevention of further encroachments, we 
have seldom found our remonstrances against any injurious or oppressive acts of this 
Government wholly without effect; and we are persuaded that the task, however 
unpleasant and ungracious, is on such < ccasions an important and indispensable part of 
our duty. 

121. We are just enabled, previous to the close of our proceedings, to record a 

translation 
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iranslation of an Edict vvhicli has been issued l)y the Hoppo, in ai^wer to our address 
of the lOih inslant; but the near approach of the present Despatch has necessarily 
prevented us from taking particular notice of its extraordinary contents, until a futuro 
opportunity. 

122. We may however remark, that, notwithstanding the unblushing denial of the 
most n torious facts, the professed indin'ereiice and contempt for our reprt'sentations, 
and the generally ungracious and oflensivc tone which pervades the whole of the 
corn m unication, we are still disposed, from the reports we have heard, and from the 
anxiety and uneasiness which are betrayed in the Edict itself, to angur fiivourably of 
tlu: ultimate effect of the sensatiem which onr address has produced, and to liope that it 
may yet prine some clieck to the ruinous and oppressive system of extortion to Avhich 
the Hong Merchants are subjected. 


(3.)-~COMi*ANV'S SHIPS DEJ'AINED IN CONSEQUENCE OK A ClllNKSK HETiVtJ 
KIJA.EU iiV AN ENGLISH SEAMAN. 


EXTRACT LETTEIf in the Public Departmeni, fr.an the SELECT COMMITJ'EE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28t]i l\^bruary 1810. 

Par. 1. We are sorry to l»ave to inform yonr Honourable Court, that at the moment 
when tl»e .ships had completed tlieir lading, and our papers nearly in readiness for 
despat(‘h, we were informed that the Chiiu^se Government would not permit the depar- 
ture of the ships until it Mas disc vered by whom a Chinese had been killed, they 
asset led one liad been, by an English seaman. 

2. A charge of this nature had been made some time before, but so entirely unsup- 
ported by ])roof, indeed, in direct contradiction to the testimony of the shop-kecfter 
living within a few yards of the spot wliere the murder was said to have been committed, 
that we did not think it woidd be persisted in, and this opinion was much strengthened 
by tlie Grand Chop of the Nottingham being issued after the charge was made. 

2. It was now, liowevcr, recommenced, and from asserting that the officer belonged to 
one of the ships wliose ca]>tains resided in the Imperial Houg, they fixed on the Royal 
Charlotte, but witbt)UL a])parenlly tlie smallest reason, as although some men la longing 
to that ship were in Canton on the day the man was wounded, lliev were locked U]) at 
dusk, and not permitted to go out till next morning. 

4. The charge was attempted to be substantiated by the produclion of two witnesses, 
who it was asserted could recognise the feature.s of the ofteiiders; but on examination 
tliis did not appear lljc fact ; they deposed, however, positively os to the dres' of tlie 
Europeans who wounded the Cliinese, which on inquiry proved entirely difl'eren’ from 
that worn by the people of the Royal Charlotte. 

5. It was ill vain that Captain Austin and ourselves represented in the strongest 
terms tlie total failure of the proof they brought forward to establish the charge, and 
the injustice ol detaining tiie ships on such grounds. Every argument was disregarded, 
and the receipt of letters from Capiain Austin refused. In tliis situation we we re on 
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the point of forwarding letters to the difterent officers of Government, fixing a day for 

the departure of the ships with or without permission, when a proposition was made 
Redress of hy the Cliinese, and ultimately said to be approved by the Viceroy, that an address 

\ V t*10 VQri068^ OTC* ^ I *1 t 1 • * 1* "I*!" /''I* • 

should he forwarded by the Committee, stating the impossibility of discovering the 

Detention of offender, but promising, if the ships were allowed to depart, that inquiries should continue, 
( ompany's Ships, offender was discovered, that he should be punished according to the 

Death ofa Chinese, haws of England. 

6 . We could have no hesitation in complying with this proposition ; indeed, 
considered it most favourable, not perhaps in immediate reference to the present 
business, in which we might fairly consider ourselves treated with injustice, but as 
establishing a most desirable precedent for the adjustment of disputes of this nature in 
future 

7. All address w^as prepared, drawn up and approved by the Chinese, and was 
finally delivered on the night of the 21st, and every hope afforded of the Grand 
Chops being issued in three or four days. All the Merchants have since continued to 
assert that the dispute might be considered as settled, and attributed the delay to the 
Viceroy having ])rocceded to the Bogue to negociate with one of the Ladrone Chiefs 
llie terms of his return to his allegiance. With this wc remained satisfied for some 
days, but the term of the seasonable despatch having nearly expired, we were called 
upon either to submit to the loss and inconvenience u further detention would occasion, 
or to risk the difficulties possible to arise from the despatch of the ships without the 
permission of the Chinese Government for their departure. 

8. The proposition we have made being received, and from the delay tacitly con- 
sented to, we do not apprehend any serious consequences can result from the despatch 
of the ships, even under the circumstances, wliich lurther detention subjects the 
Honourable Company to a loss it is impossible to calculate upon; on the 26th, there- 
fore, all our papers being in reudiiies.s, we determined to deliver in the packets to the 
several Pursers, having previously desired the Merchants to make our intentions 
known to the IIoppo, who, however, did not seem disposed to expedite the delivery 
of the Chops, the packets were accordingly delivered, but not l>eing provided wdth boats 
from the ships, intending to proceed, as usual, in a chop* boat, the departure of the 
Pursers was prevented. 

9. On the morning of the 27th we transmitted a proposition to the Hoppo, stating 
our regret in being under the necessity of ordering away the ships without permission, 
and which nothing but the severe loss to which their detention would expose the 
Honourable Company could induce us to adopt. Letters of a similar nature were 
addressed also to the Viceroy and Fooyuen, and inclosed to the Hoppo, but he declined 
forwarding them, assuring the Merchants that an express had been sent to the Viceroy, 
and that an answer might be expected to-morrow. We are sorry, however, to say, 
that no port clearances have yet been issued; and we are consequently under the unplea- 
sant necessity of sending away the ships without them, 

10. As the ships will not be able to quit the Second Bar before to-morrow, or pro- 
bably the next day, we hope the permission of the Chinese Government may yet be 
obtained before they pass the Bocca Tigris, which will obviate every difficulty. 

^11. We beg to refer your Honourable Court to our proceedings of the Seasons 

forwarded 
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lorwanlod a imriiber in tlie packet, per IV^rseverance, for a detail of the tedious dis- 
cussions tliar have taken place on this interesting subject, Wliich we cannot dismiss 
without retpiesting to express to }mur Honourable Court the high sense we entcriain ol 
the services that liavt^ been rendered by Captain Austin on the occasion, who returned 
to Canton immediately on hearing of the detention of the ships, and by his able advice 
and assistance lias rendered the most essential aid. 


(E.) 

Hedress of 
Ciit’vuuces, 

l>(‘teiition ol 
(’onipaiiy’s Sliifis. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Pulilic Departnuait, from the SELECT ( 'OMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court ol’ Directors, dated 1st March 1810. 

Pm*, 'riii: Chinese Oovennneiit having consented to tlie (h'parliire of tlie ships 
on condition lliat imjuiries should he made, and the oflender, if discovered, punished 
agreeably with the laws of England, we are tlesirous of fuiiilling oiir ])art ol’ the 
engagement, and at the Siime time are. strongly of opinion that a eomniiinication on the 
subject IVom your Honourable Court, or llis Majesty’s Ministers, to the Chinese 
Ciova rnmeiil, showing that the inquiries promised have been made, might be atteiubal 
witli beneficial ellccts, we have the re fore, taken llie liberty of re(|uesting Captain Austin 
will direct such iina sligatioii among the shijipingas lie deems [iroper, and best calculatd 
to prona)tc the object in view. The result of his inquiries may be ascertained on his 
arrival in lOnohind. 


EXTRAC.'l’ T^ETTER in the Public Department, from tin? 8ELEC' f COAIMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31st January 1811. 

Par. 297. Wjien however we made, in consequence, our demand for the several 
Crand Chops til’ these ships in tlie usual inaiiiier, we had the inortincatioii to learn that 
the Coveriimeiil had resolved to witlihokl tiieiii, in consequence, it was said, of our 
having neither delivered up tlie man who kille<l a Chinese in the latter part of last 
season, nor satislaetorily accounted lor our rtdusal to do so. 

298. Ill explanation of the circiiinslances which led to this extraordinary eornmuni- 
catioii vve J.aust refer yonr Honourable Ckiurt to the particulars wliieli we liavc^ laid 
to ripcord on our proceedings, both at Macao and at (’anton, relative to this afl’air, since 
we had the honour to commiinicalc wluiL vve conceived to be e(|iiivalenl to its liiiaJ 
adjustment, in our Despatch at the close of the preceding season. 

299. After the reference then made of tlie matter in discussion to England, and 
the consequent dejiai turc of the sliips w ith the ptamiission of the Chinese Cfoverninent, 
the renewal of the subject at present, and the demand of tlie surrender of the indivi- 
dual who had killed the Chinese last year, on the pretext tliat his name is now known 
to be “ William,’’ or something in sound resembling it, though in fact he has not even 

3 Q been 
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been proved to be ap Knglishniaii, and at all events is certainly absent, and therefore 
out of our controul, is no less unjust than absurd and extravagant. 

.SOO, On the wliole, we confidently trust your Honourable Court will consider our 
address of explanation to the Viceroy, under date the 28th ult. to convey, in its full 
extent that just respect and deference which this Government is entitled to receive from 
us, and that you will accordingly approve of our determination steadily to refuse to 
make answer in the terms dictated by the Government, which are both false in fact and 
dangerous in principle, and further, disgraceful, by the implication of promises never 
intended or expected to be performed. 


EXTRACT r.ETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at (Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812. 

Par. 11. We are concerned to find, that the conduct of the late Committee in 
hringing to an adjustincnl the very anxious and embarrassing affair here adverted to, 
have not been considered upon the whole to merit the Honourable Court’s approbation ; 
but we trust that the few remarks we have to offer in further explanation of the Com- 
mittee’s })rocc(Hlings, will prevent their continuing to appear to the Honourable Court 
thus censurable. 

12. Ill the observations we have had the honour to submit to the Honourable Court, 
in the concluding paragraphs of our public letter of the 31st January 1811, we endea- 
voured to explain, and we trust satisfiictorily, the very material fact, that wlienever a 
murderer is demanded by the Cliinesc Government, a consequent selection and surren- 
d(!r of any individual into their hands, is completely equivalent in effect !.o a provi- 
sional sentenciJ of death. The individual may be afterwards pardoned or not, 
according to circumstances; hut we think there can be no question, that our act in such 
cases is lield by the Chinese Government as perfectly conclusive, both in rc.spect to the 
law and the fuel; or, in other words, as competent evidence both of the identity of the 
offender, and his offence having aniounlod to murder. 

13. TJie very emharrassing predicament in which we arc thus liable to be 
])laced, the Honourable Court cannot be altogether unacquainted with, luid tliis we 
may even infer from ilic paragraphs under reply, in wliich we are expressly in- 
structed, that it would not he proper to deliver up an individual, who had killed a 
Chinese, into the hands of the Government, unless such individual had actually com- 
mitted murder. 

14. It is obvious that, with this limitation to the [extent of our compliance with 
the demands of the Chinese Government, which wc have always thought necessary, 
and which has now received the Honourable Court’s sanction, any inquiry which 
should tend to convict an individual of the fact of killing a Chinese, without aCthe 
saiiKi time attaching to him the guilt of murder, and tnat in the clearest and most 
undeniable manner, would not only be useless, but add, in the most serious degree, to 
our einharrassmenls. 


15. In 



SELFXT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 481 


15. In the case in question, it appeared manifest from the coiymencenient, that no 
inquiry which we could institute could attain to such a certainty of llie guilt of any indi- 
vidual, as would have warranted us in selecting him, in fact, for execution. Bui such an 
inquiry, though fruitless in other respects, would necessarily Ijave had the elfcet of ren- 
dering resistance to the demands of the CInnese government more? difficult, us it would 
have been unavoidably notorious, and would have implied an admission on our pari, 
that the alleged guilt lay between a few persons only, and those the seamen of the Honour- 
able Company's ship Cumberland. 

16. It is also to be observed, that the information which excited suspicions in that 
quarter, was not communicated to the President until after the public examination of 
the ('liinese witnesses had commenced, and in which considc^rable pn^gress had been 
made in exposing the fallacy and incompetency of their testimony. We Ciinnot suppose* 
it would be wished that the Committee should have receded from the ground they had 
just gained, and thereby exposed themselves so iinprofitably to the cliurge of inconsis- 
tency, in such a stage of the business. 

17. By referring, on the contrary, the further investigation of the affair uhollv to 
Caf)tain Austin, and to a period in which the Chinese could no longer take any share in 
it, this dilemma was avoided; and it was also hoped, that the ends of juslice would have 
been ecpially satisfied, as it was c<u*tainly not foreseen that the law of England would 
not even allow the men to be put on their trial. 

18. 'The advantageous nature of the proposal which the Chinese were induced to make 
ill consequence of a system of conduct thus adopted, i.s indeed remarked by the Honour- 
able (-oiirL, and we cannot but felicitate oursc lvx\s upon tin? .satisfactory adjustment that 
followed. Wluit would liave been the consequence of a line of proceeding, which would 
have given them a pretext for supposing that the culprit had really bi^en discovered, it is 
impossible to say; but we cannot avoid expressing oiir full persuasion, that under any 
circumstances whatever, an adjustment effected by the delivery of an individual into the 
liandsofthe Chinese government, would have been in its general consequences infiidtely 
disastrous and unfortunate. 

19. Tlie case is perhaps different where the circumstances are so clear and unques- 
tionable, and the government itself fixes upon and ilemaiids the criminal; luit under 
the circumstances we have stated, namely, a mere demand for a murderer to hi* given 
up, we cannot but siihruit to the judgment of your Honourable Committee, whether, 
without a violation of the laws of our own country, wc can, in any shape, comply there- 
with. Whether, in short, wc are warranted in exerci.sing those judicial functions, wdiicli 
the selection and surrender of an individual, in compliance with such a vague demand, 
would seem to imply. 

20. We trust your Honournble Committee will not deem our .scruples on this occa- 
sion excessive ; an occasion in which the life or death of an individual, ami the honour 
or dishonour of our national character might be at stake; and we trust also, that under 
this explanation it will appear to your Honourable Court, that the line of conduct 
adopted was, considering the exigencies of the case, the only one consistent with ilu; 
character and interests of our honourable employers, and of the British nation ; and we 
beg to addin conclusion, that wc feel assured, that had your late Committee been iho- 
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roughly satisfied upon authentic grounds of the facts of which a knowledge is imputed to 
them, such facts would undoubtedly have been communicated to our honourable cm- 
plo^^ers in their public or secret dispatches. 

SI. Alter an attentive perusal of these instructions, and also of the letter of which a 
coj)y is also transmitted for our inspection, and the fullest consideration of every circuin- 
stance connected with it, we have conceived oiirstilves entitled to conclude, that in the 
j)n‘sciit irifitnncc the sole object in view in innkingsiirh n comnnmicntioiu is to satisfy the 
Chinese govcnimcnt respecting the circumstances ofthe death of the native, supposed to 
have been killed l)yan English seaman, and respecting the measures taktui in England, 
ifi consequence ofthe charge to that effect. 

22- 'J'be letter addressed to the Viceroy upon this delicate* subject is, doubtless, 
penned witli all imaginable caution and propriety : yet it was impossible at such a dis- 
tance of time and place to be certain of anticipating the views and ilisposition of the 
government. 

2:E We confess, therefore, that since the alfaii is now apparently at rest, wc not only 
feel great unwillingness to do anylbing that might tend to revive it ; but wo feel also some 
a])])relicnsi()ns of the improper advantage that ujight be taken, or evil pnrpost! faeili 
tated, even by the mere admission made in the letter, that the three of the seam( n ofthe 
Cumberland were found liable to suspicion ; especially as that admission is nnaccoin]>a- 
ni( (I by any decisive report upon ibeir guilt or innocence. 

2E 'J'he peculiar circumstances ofthe ease rendtued it no doubt difficult, we may say 
impossible!, to give detailed explanations in writing, which, withoiil a violation of 
trutlj, would be at all likely to satisfy the extravagant claims of* the Chinese 
govern m(*nt. 

25. We conceive, therefore*, that such explanations as may be necessary liad better, 
if possilde, be given verbally, and in the most general terms; and we think that the 
latter, if claimed at any lime by the Cliinese, may be said to have been intended 
only for the former N’iceroy, under whose government the ncciilent liappened, and with- 
held on that aeeoiint. 


il.)— C()^1T»ANY*S SHIPS DETAIN ED, IN ( ONSEQHKNC E OF THE HONt; MERCHANTS 
REEHSINH 'J’O SA'J JSFV KX'IOH FIONA IE DEM A N DS OF FH E HOPPO. 


EXTRACT LETTEl? in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton t > the Court of Directors, dated 31.st January 1811. 

Par. 288. The various delays wliich protracted the period of the present de.spatcb 
considerably beyond the date wliich we ventured to anticipate as the latest, in our 
short address to your Honourable Court of the ]()th ultimo, require us to enter in this 
place into some explaiialioii of their causes, more especially as the (|ue.stion how far the 

evil 
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evil is capable of remedy, is certainly deserving of your Honoui*able^( ourt's serious con 
sideratiou. 

2S9. Ill the first place we have to observe, that instead of the regular and unirorin 
progress in the lading our ships to which we have formerly been accustomed, we have 
frecjiumtly experienced interrujitions in respect to particular ships, and these at one 
lime, without aii}^ reason assigned, amounted in fact to an actual stopjiage ol' the whole 
of tilt; IlononrabJe ( ompany’s traile. 

On remonstrating with tlic lucrcliaiiLs against this unwarrantaliJe and vexatious 
treatment, they were unanimous in acknowledging that the iletenlioii of oiir slilps was a 
measure of the Chinese government, not directed against us, but against theiUM.lve.s, in 
e()ns(!qnenee o(‘ the absolute inability of most of them, and the actual refusal of all, to 
satisly t!ie extortionate and continually increasing d(;inand.s of tlie Jloppo, for the 
jmrehase of various articles of clock-work, and mechanism imported on our .shi|)s, and 
nsiially dtaiominateil and which, it seems, are now become the (esta- 

blished vehicle oi eorriiption between that officer and bis superiors of the caj)iial. 

It was further stated to us, that being thus invariably called upon by llu. lIoj)po 
to purchase tluesc arlicle.s for his use at any price, and to an enormous ainonin, llu‘ii im- 
fiorltilion into China was become a grievance to the merchants generally, ol llu^most 
sterioiis nature ; in cons(xjueiice of which, Ibiikua, our senior merchant, addiul, lliat lie had 
now (anu'.stly to recpiest in his own naint', and in that of the olher.s, that we would rc'pre- 
Stmt this circnmsianet; in our next des|.)atehes to our hunouralile employers, and 
suggest the. adoption of some ellectual measures for prevtniling the liiture shipnumt of 
articles of this description for Cdiiiia, in any vessels in tJic .service of the 1 lonoiiralde C'om-. 
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paiiy. 

205. Waving, howev(»r, the further discussion of these (juostions, wv infornual tlu‘ incr- 
ehants, in conclusion, that to a measure so jmjudieial to tiu; interests of llu* lloiuuir- 
able ' onqiany, as this int(M'rii})tion to the Jading of the ship.s, no diffia’i iices which 
might exist between the IIojipo and the nierchaiils, much Jess those ol tlu' disgraceful 
nature they laid related, would induce us to submit; and that we should aceonliiigly make 
a formal appeal on the suliject to tlie government, unless the trade was very shortly 
allowa:*d to proceed. 

290. Such an appeal, how(wer, did not prove necessary, as the trade, through some 
com promise', ])rol)nl)ly between the ll()p])o and mercliaiils, was rc'-cqiened almost imino 
diately after ; and in a few day. s, tin? lading of all the ships intended to be included in 
the present despatch, completed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMPl 'l EE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOth Fehruary 1811. 


Par. 8. Our proceedings transmitted by this Despatch, will convey to your Honour- 
able Court information up to the 81st ultimo, of the several circumstances connected 
witli die vexatious and unwarrantable detention of tlie ships of the j)rescnt fleet have 
been sidyected by the Cliinese Oovernment, 


9. Having 
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9. Having been ij^nsucccssful in oiir subsequent endeavours to prevail upon the 
Merchants to deliver to the Viceroy and IIoppo our written remonstrance against the 
unjust procedure, we found ourselves under the necessity of having recourse to the less 
regular and usual mode of ellecting the object in view, by means of a deputation to 
the city gates. 

10. Tins service was successfully executed by Mr. Parry and Captain Inndsay, who 
proceeded to tlie gates of the city at our request on the 2d instant, accompanied by 
a party of the gentlemen of the factory and the Commanders and Officers of the 
Honourable Company’s ships. The party linding no material obstruction on entering, 
were enabled to advance as Ihr as the Hoppo’s Palace, where Mr. Parry and Captain 
Lindsay had the satisfaction of presenting our address personally to his Excellency, as 
is more particularly stated in Mr. Parry’s Report, a copy of which we have the honour 
to cnclo.se, 

1 1. The address was returned to us by the Merchants the same evening, without 
any specific promise of a compliance with our request ; but the tenor of our application 
and the public manner in which it had been presented, had evidently produced a 
considerable sensation, as it was immediately followed by an offer to receive from us 
explanations in reply to the demand of tlic surrender of the murderer of the Chinese 
of the last season, considerably less objectionable than any proposed at a former 
period. 

12. Another letter was accordingly addressed to the Viceroy and the Hoppo, in sul>- 
slance indeed the same as our proposed addi’css of the 2Hih of December, long since 
rejected ; but yet in terms, which the Merchants now assured us, would be considered 
sufficiently satisfactory. 

13. As a day or two were again sufl’ered to t.lapse, and difficulties still alleged to 
exist against the delivery of the Grand Chops, it was at length intimated to the Mer- 
chants, for the information of the Mandarins, that however desirous we were to pay 
every due deference to the regulations of the Chinese Government, our submission to a 
detention of our ships so perfectly uiijusti liable, and so injuriou.s to the interests of our 
employers, couhl not continue imicli longer, and that they must accordingly be pre- 
pared for the event of our despatching the fleet, even without the usual permission, 
should the government delerniine to reduce us to that unpleasant alternative. 

14. Whether conscious of the impracticability of preventing the despatch of our ships, 
if seriously determined upon, is the circumstance which has given to the aliove intimation 
the effect intended, or whether the Merchants have been ultiinalely obliged to purchase 
the con.seiit of the oflicers ul' government by a submission to further extortion, wc are 
unable to pronounce ; but it is certain, that the first positive assurance that the Grand 
Chops would be issued, was to all appearance the immediate consequence of the com- 
munication in question. 

15. Having tliis day received the Grand Chops of the several ships, agreeablv to the 
above a.ssurance.s, we have much sati.sfaction in being enabled to announce the same to 
your Honourable Court, and shall liave the pleasure of transmitting forthwith our final 
Despatches to the respective commanders. 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 485 


(5.)— TRAOE OF THE S?:A80N DELAYED IN CONSEQUENCE * OF THE VICEllOV 
DIRECTING TIIx\T MU. ROBERTS, ONE OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF 
SUPRACARGOES, SHOULD LEAVE CANTON. 


Secret Department. 

EXTRACT LETTER from J. F. KLPHINSTONE, Esq., to the Honourable the 
Chairman of the East-India Company, dated Canton, 23d December 1813. 

Par. 2. In consequence of having been engaged in a discussion with the Chinese 
Government, our commercial proceedings were suspended till about the 10th instant, as 
tlie Select Committee did not consider it to be expedient to land any of the Honourable 
Comj)any’s cargoes till the point in question was adjusted. 

3. The discussion arose from a report that the former Viceroy Pc made to Pekin af 
tlie close of the year 1811, when stating to his Imperial Majesty the failure of Gnewqua’s 
and Poiiqua’s Hongs, and proposing the punishment of Ashing. 

4.. On the arrival of Mr. Browne, and hearing of the intended return of Mr. Roberts 
to Europe, the Viceroy Pe appears to have obtained a statement from the Merchants 
that the conduct of Mr. Roberts in Gnewqua’s and Ponqua’s afliiirs, together with his 
opposition to the Chinese Government, had been displeasing to the authorities in 
England, and tliat he had been removed accordingly. Seizing on this circumstance 
to give a colour to his most unjust proceedings towards Giicwqua, Ponqua, and Ashing, 
when making his report to Pekin of their alleged. deliiHjuency, and proposing their 
being banished, the Viceroy Pe at tlie same time r(!Cominended that Mr. Roberts, 
as having also violated the laws and regulations, should not be permitted to return to 
China. 

5. Nt) notice whatsoever was taken of these prohibitions while the fornicr Hoppo 
remained in Canton, iieitlicr did it occur to the Viceroy to make the least objection to 
Mr. Roberts coining to Canton, when application was made for that purpose last season: 
and it appears the objections now started by the Viceroy proceeded from the sugges- 
tions of some of the inferior persons connected with his office, and the Viceroy, not 
aware at the time of the consequences, acquie.sced in the publishing an official Edict, 
requiring Mr. Roberts to leave China. 

6. The conduct and disposition of the Hoppo, on his first arrival in Canton, w^as so 
decidedly hostile to European.s, that the parties suggesting the renewal of the question 
to the Viceroy, were assured their measures would not be opposed by the Hoppo, as h( 
was impressed with the belief that the more violent and arbitrary he was towards 
Europeans and the Merchants, the better was his chance of profiting by extortion. 

7. This attempt at interference on the part of the Chinese Gov’^ernnicnt, involving 
essentially the interests of the Honourable Company, as it amounted in fact to placing 
their servants under the control of the Chinese (the only illegal act alleged against 
Mr. Roberts was that of having advanced money on contracts), the Committee con- 
sidered was to be resisted, and in the most decided manner in their power, anil con- 
sequently all commercial intercourse was declined until the ^^ice^oy should officially 
rescind and withdraw his prohibitions respecting Mr. Roberts, and fully awaits that 
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nothing is to lx* cxpcctctl from the justice ofthe Chine.se officers, we could only hope 
to establisli our point by firmness and perseverance. 

8. By renewing* iliis snhjer.t, the Viceroy soon found himself placed in rather an 
embiirnesin*^ situation: for in comjdying with our demands or doing what justice 
reqiiirtal, was renecting on the conduct of his predecessor Pe, who he did not vsish to 
olhaul. After a considerable delay, and resorting to various expedients to establish liis 
point, or rather to ]>reserve appearances, by repeating his Edicts and Orders for Mr. 
Roberts to leave ('hina, the VTcijroy finding that llie Coimnittee were determined to 
decline all commerer till the prohiliitions and ohjeetions were officially rescinded and 
withdiMvvn, at length gave way, and an official docinnent w\as delivered to the eflecl 
laapiind, not allogi ther satisl’acLory in I'airopean e.sliniation, but considered by the 
( 'iiinesi^ as lx ing amply sufficient, and entirely di.savowing all right to interfere; and we 
liope it will j>rove so by preventing the recurrence of any .similar attempt on the part 
of the (Jovernment in future. 


EXTRACT rd'/r rER in the Public Department, from tla^ SELECT' COMMITTEE 
at Canton U) the C’ourtof Directors, dated tlie 22d Eehruary 1811*. 

Par. I.TK Your Honourable (.AUirt has already been informed of the discussion in 
which we were ( iigagetl with the Government from the latter end of September, and 
wliieh was finally arranged about the 10th IX'cember. 

135. Tlie ohjeetions made by the Chinese to Mr. Kobcrt^s discharging the duties of 
the situation to whieli he was appointed by your Honourable Court are iully rcconled. 

We (xinsitler it necessary ior the preservation of the interests of our employers, most 
deeidediv to resist an iiilerli'n nee of this luituro on the ])arl of the Canton Government, 
which could not, witlioui the grealc.st danger to the interests of the Iloiiourahle Com- 
jiany lx- ])erinitled to be exercised. 

130. On the recei})t of the Viceroy's Edict we determined to adopt such measures 
as ^vc hoped would jirove efi’ectual in inducing the C'Hiiton Government to withdraw 
their obj(‘etioii.s. 

137. The cargoes belonging to llie Honourable Com[)any were not permitted to be 
landed from the >Iiips, and an early o])]x)rtiiiiity w%‘is taken to make it known that, until 
ilu‘ \'iccroy’s Edict was officially rescinded, we would persevere in our measure of 
declining all coinmercia] intcrciiurse. 

13K, The various e\]H dients resorted to by the officers of government in order to 
induci' us to relinquish tnir objt ctions and concede the point, are iLilly detailed on our 
proceedings. IToiii ihe.^e it will be .seen lluit the \Tceroy w as finally induced to with- 
draw his prohihition.s ami officially rescind the orders lie had given relative to Mr. 
Roberts, 

130. Aklioiigh the document published by the Viceroy on this occasion was not 
altoge ther .satisiactory, yd it was considered fully as much as we could expect, unless 
perhaj)s a much longer interruption had been jiersl.sted in ; and under ibe full persua- 
sion, however unsatisfactory the expressions in the official docuinenls might be, that 
we had, in fact, gained wluit we had proposed, namely, that of having convinced the 

Chinese 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 487 


Chinese, be the consequences what tliey might, so improper an .interference would 
never be permitted ; and we consider it inexpedient to decline any longer unloading 
the ships, since which time our business has proceeded without any material inter- 
ruption. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 22d Feliruary ISH. 

Far. 2.5. Under this date is recorded a letter from Cio(|ua, which relates to the 
subject which occasioned a discussion with the Chinese Government. 

2(>. In our proceedings in this department under several dates in the margin, -I- as 
also in our ])ublic department, are fully detailed the measures we pursued throughout 
the discussion, in wliich it will be seen that our refusing to unload the ships until tint 
Viceroy should officially rescind the objections he had made to Mr. Roberts’s holding 
the situation to which he had been a|)pointed, iinally succeeded in obtaining an official 
document, not altogether satisfactory, although we may hope it will be sufficient to 
prevent any attempt of a similar nature at a future period. 

27. lly the publication of the Viceroy’s Edict of the 2d of December, we were 
happily relieved from the necessity of taking into consideration the adoption of the 
measure proposed in Mr. Elj)hinstone\s Minute, of withdrawing the Honourable 
Company’s ships, for the purpose of more effiectually representing what we had to 
comjilain of to the (iovernment of Fekin. Carrying on an extensive commerce, 
sufficient to excite the rapacity of tiic offict'rs of goyeiTimenl, protected by no laws, 
but, on the contrary, sucli regulations as are made, so vague and undefined as to admit 
of any inU*rference or interpretation that a corru[)t and despotic government may be 
disposed logivt^ them, our oidy ho})e of preventing tlic recurrence of these attacks is by 
a firm and decided resistance. 

28. Although we cannot but regret the delay which was occasioned, we must observe, 
it appears to have prevented our being subject to many interferences we might otherwise 
liave been exposed to from tlie Hoppo. The very violent and arbitrary manner in 
which be couiinenced the functions of’ his office was sufficient to show what would 
have been his conduct hatl lie not been checked. From the lime of our commencing 
unloading the ships no interference or interruption worthy of remark lias been 
experienced. 


(i;.)— Kiasr likuj’enant of his ma.ifsty^s ship inhefaticaulk, ai i’ackei) 
WHILE ON SHOKE, AND SEVEltELY ILL-TUEATED BY THE CHINESE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated lOlh January 1812. 

Par. 298. The particulars will be rioliccd by your Honourable Court on our pro- 
ceedings of this season, of an appeal which we had occasion to make to the justice of 
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the Chinese Govcijnnient, in concurrence with Captain Briggs of His Majesty’s ship 
C lorinde, in consequence of the First Lieutenant of the Indefatigable having been 
attacked and severely ill-treated, and also plundered of a gun by the Chinese on shore, 
near (he *anchoragc at riinnpee. 

It is satisfactory to be enabled to add, that in this instance, not only very great 
readiness was shown by the officers of Government to attend to our complaint, but 
complete redress actually obtained, the principal offender having been secured and 
l)r<)iight to C’unton, and the gun recovered and restored to the Captain of His Majesty’s 
ship Indefatigable. 


(7.)_Hi:sPKrTTNn the KMBARRASSKD (MltriTAlSTANCES OK SOME OF THE HON(i 

MERCHANT'S. 


EXTRACT LET fER in the Secret Department, from the SELFd T C OMMITTEK 
at Canton to the ( oiirt of Directors, dated 2d Marcli 

Par. 2. We have noticed in this department the proceedings of the European 
creditors of the Hongs of Conseeqna, Exchin, Manhop, Pooiiequa and Goqiia, and 
the arrangements wlilch they have made for the recovery of their debts ; having for the 
chief object the equalizing the claims on these Merchants with respect to the interest, 
and from such funds as may arise to the Merchants in the course of their commercial 
transactions, an equal distribution will be made among the claimants. 

3. This aiTungement, winch is equitable as far as the parties are concerned, will 
have the effect of relieving the Merchants from the pressing importunities of any of 
their European enalitors. The alternative which was left at llie option of the 
European creditors, was an application to the Chinese Governmenl for the payment of 
their debts, which would have occasioned the bankruptcy of the Hongs, and much 
inconvenience and delay to the Honourable Company s affairs would yuobably have 
arisen tliiring the present season. The funds from whence these debts would be: 
charged must be raised by the imposition of further duties on European ('ommerce. 
From the .state of the commercial relations of other nations with C hina at present, the 
tax must have fallen heavily on the (Company’s trade, under these circumstances we 
consider the arrangement to be ibe most beneficial for the Honourable C’ompany’s 
affairs which could have been Jidoptcd, and consequently fully de.serving every assistance 
which we may have it in our power to afford. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31st March 1813. 

Par. 10. Wh; noticed in our proceedings in this department u message which tlu 
Hoppo hud sent through Pinqua, relative to the re-establishment of ( hunqua’s Hong, 
in the Honourable (’’ompany’s employment. On a visit which his Excellency lately 
paid at the Factory, he again introduced the subject, and requested that Chunqiia might 
be readmitted ; not altogether approving of this interference, it was merely observed in 

reply 
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reply, that the Committee had not at that time determined on these arrangements, but 
when concluded the result would be communicated to his Excellency. 

11. In the present circumstances of the trade, together with tlie former conduct of 
Chunqua, we perhaps had no great cause to wish for a renewal of intercourse; at the 
same time, from the anxiety which Chunqua has evinced to be again admitted to the 
C ompany's business, it ina}^ be fairly presumed that he will be extremely cautious of 
taking any measures wliich may deserve the reprehension of the Committee, and it is 
to be hojHHl that his future coinluct will bei such as to give no cause to regi t t our 
having acceded to his request ; the proposition of business which wc have allotted to 
Chunqua is about two shares. 

12. With the exception of Pinqiia, to whom we have appropriated four shares, and 
of Mowqua, who has three, the proportions of the business allotted to the other Mer- 
ebants arc the same as before. The introduction of ( hunqua.is provided for by the 
addition of two shares to the former number of twenty. 

18. The situation, however, of many of the Hong Merchants is such (being consider- 
ably ind(d)ted to Europeans) that we do not consider it to be advisable to adhere to a 
strict distribution of the business in the shares as here specified. 

M<. 'riie ])rofits arising from the trade which these Merchants may be enabled to 
carry on with Europeans, is the source from whence their debts are to he liquidated (un- 
less application is made to the Government, when their dt‘l)ts will he discharged by the 
body of the Hong Merchants from funds arising from ihe imposition of further duties on 
the foreign trade), consequently it h(‘comes desirable to thrown as large a proportion of 
business into the hands of the Merchants thus situated, as may he done consistent with 
the interests of the Honourable Company, and without dclriinent to the investment. 

15. rile inanner in which the contracts are now made, by the Tea Merchants commu- 
nicating to ns their arrangements with the Hong Merchants, for wdiom wc in fad be- 
come responsilile, the necessary advances on tin; contracts being paid to the Tea Mer- 
chants from our treasury; and on the teas being wxughed and received, the long-ells for 
llie amount remaining due being delivered at once from the Factory, the confidence of 
the Tea Merchant and the credit of the Hong Merchant (as far as relates to the trans- 
action) is completely established; and there appears no cause to apprehend that the teas 
will not prove to he equally good with those delivered by other Merchants. We have 
considered it therefore expedient to limit the division of the business in the shares specie 
fied, to the amount of the teas actually required by the estimate, and to divide the fur- 
iher provision of Congo which it is advisable to contract for, among the Merchants, Con- 
seequa, Exchin, Manhop, Pooneqiia, and Goqua. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 167. We have at various times had the honour to detail to your Honourable 
Court tlie situation of the majority of the Hong Merchants ; their situation at the close 
of 1806-7 was that of comjilete insolvency. 

3 R 2 


168. In 
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J68. In llic seasons inniiediatel^' fbJlowing, tlieir inic situation became at first sus- 
pected, and tin ii fuUy ascertained, and on their credit faiJing tlnmi entirely, they be- 
came cxjioscd to all file harassing importunities and distress which was to be expected 
would take place from their numerous creditors. 

IdiK On the loss of their credit th(*ir commercial transactions became daily more em- 
barrassed ; that part of the Honourable C ompanj\s investment which those Merchants 
had to provide became injured in (piaJity, and was obtained with difficulty ; the sums 
reijuired for duties, and which must be paid, were not forthcoming, and the ruin of five 
Hongs, viz. C\)nset‘(jua, Exchin, Maiihop, l^ooneyua, and Goqua, appeared inevitalde. 

107. It then becomes a (]uestion for the consideration of the Committee, vvlietlicr it 
was expedient for tlu* int(;rest of the Company and the trade generally that these Mer- 
chants should be allowed to fail, or by stepping forward to their assistance, exertions 
should be made to iiphgld the Hongs,. and that such profits as miglit arise from their com- 
nieiT'ial transactions should be applied to the liquidation (^f their debts. Ily the failure 
of so many Hongs, debts due to the Honourable Company and individuals, aini^unt- 
ing in the aggregate to nearly four millions, would liave remained to be adjusted, such 
])art as the Government might have thought proper to acknowledge would have been 
ordmed to have been paid by the remaining Merchants, ])robably in ten years; who, in 
their turn, would have laid additional taxes on the fort ign trade to meet the annual in- 
stalment. 'J'he los^., together with the serious injury which must havt* b(*en entailed on 
the Compnny\s and foreign trade was obvious; and the Committee WTre olojiinion that 
it w as for the advantage of the interests more particularly coinmilled to their charge, as 
well as to the general int(*rests of all parlies concerned, that the Hongs should coniiniie. 

171, In coming to this decision, the C ommittee could not but be aware of the many 
difficidties to be encountered, the trouble and responsibility which tliey were imposing 
on tlu nivelves to carry on trade with Merchants so situated, tberc! remained but a choice 
of evils, and it was their duty to adopt wliat a})peared least likely to injure the interests 
coinmilled to tlieir charges. 

172. considerable difficulty w as experienced at first in avoiding the payment of fees 
and donations to the officers of Government ; these difficulties were immediately les.sened 
by the mild and mcRlerale conduct of the late Hoppo 'I'e-ta Zin. 

17il. On adopting the resolution to siqiport the Merchants, the C’onunittee considered 
it their duty to resist the application of the private creditors to be allow ( h 1 a participation 
at once in any advaiitiiges that might arise from their transactions with the Merchants, 
conceiving that the C'ompany had full right to re(juire that the profits arising from their 
transactions with these Merchant.s, should, in the first iiistuiice, be solely appropriated to 
the rK]nidation of their claims. On their amount being cleared offi, it would reiriain for 
the ( ommiU(*e to alford any assistance in their power to private individuals. It may be 
here proper to oliscrve, that the conduct of the private creditors throughout merits com- 
mendation. No measures w'cre proposed to be adopted without a previous reference, to 
know how far such measures might he approved by the Committee. 

174. Fiom the situation of the Mercliaiils it must he evident to your Honourable 
Court, that they possessed no resources within themselves from whence their balances 
could he paid off, and that tlie liquidation of their several debts to the Company could 
only he the work of several seasons. The payment of duties, the advance on contracts, 

and 
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and all other charges have been made from our treasury; and having, as your Honour- 
able Court ai'c desirous should bo dom?, reduced their respective accounts with the Com- 
pany, we ai’e unable to concur in the remark of the 52d paragraph, under reply, that 
the Merchants are in a much worse situation than they were in 1809-10. On the con- 
trary, we are disposed to tliink their circumstances are much improved, their embarrassed 
situation being publicly known, and they themselves are now fully aware that their re- 
establishment depends entirely on their good conduct and economy; and in addition to 
this, as far as the (Company’s investment is considered, we have established such an inter- 
course and understanding with the Tea Merchants as greatly advances the credit of tlie 
Junior Merchants of the Hong, and will prove of essential benefit in our future transac- 
tions. 

17.5. With respect to the advances made on contracts, we believe that they do not 
exceed what was customary in former periods. Interest cijukl to one per cent, per 
month is charged on the sums so advanced, and consequently no loss can lie said to arise. 

170. We have been under the necessity of making, in the present season, advances on 
the jiayineiit of duties, to prevent the failure of the Hong ofFatqiia. Our dealings with 
that Merchant are not extensive, !mt we hope by care and attention in his business, it will 
not be long before he clears bis debt to the Honourable Company. 

177. Our utmost exertions are used to limit the amount of o\ir advances to the Mer- 
chants : their indispensable demands must be complied with ; but on the economy with 
which tbeii* affairs are transacted depends cbiefly the succc.ss of the present plan adopted 
for the payment of their debts. 

1 78. We are unwilling to .suppose that Cioqua would have readily or on light grounds 
re.sorted to this measure, but at the same time, a certain pressure, arising from inability 
to pay bis duties, which would endanger the Hong, might have proved loo great to re.sist 
the temptation of a])pr()})riating funds jiassing through liis bands, and we trust your 
Honourable Court will deem this a sunicieiit reason for the apprelieiLsions exprc.ssed, and 
the advance made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated R>th January 1815. 

Par. 12. I r is unnecessary for us to I’epeat the probable conseqiicnees of so many of 
the Merchants becoming bankrupts, and tlic heavy additional taxation that would fall on 
the trade, to enable these debts to be discharged. t)ur anxious endeavours have been 
constantly employed to give full ellect to the arrangement. 

13. We have met with difficulties proceeding, as we believci, from the jealousy of the 
Senior Merchants, and their desire to engross the European trade, tliese difficulties liavr 
been increased by a want of energy and conduct on the part of those Merchants whose 
Hongs we arc endeavouring to sustain. We liave only to rely on our own firmness and 
determination in resisting any attempt that may be made, and when tiie Senior Mer- 
chants are convinced that we are resolvetl to persevere in the arrangement, wcinay liojie 
to be allowed to carry it on without molestation. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th January 1815. 

Par. 68. We have on otlier occasions so fully stated to your Honourable Court the 
many and serious consequences to the Trade that must inevitably ensue from the failure 
of so many of the Hongs so deeply indebted, and whose debts would fall on the Euro- 
pean trade. We will confine ourselves at present to the remark that, under existing 
circumstances, we consider the advances made to enable the Merchants to discharge 
their duties to Government, and also the requisite advances to defray the disbursements 
of their respective Hongs, to be as necessary and expedient as any payments made to 
the Tea Merchants aiul others, in return for goods actually delivered ; at the same time 
we had a right to expect, that the officers of the Canton Government would consider 
the advances nnide in u liberal point of view, and refrain from unjust practices, 
especially when these more particularly affected us ; but from the officers of the Chinese 
Govermnent we know, from experience, neither rectitude of conduct, or liberality of 
sentiment can be expected ; when an officer enters on bis situation, his attention is not 
excited to a due and just performance of its duties, but to tlie profits that may accrue 
from it. 

69. Tlie officer whose conduct has called forth the reniurk made hy your Honour- 
able Court, was notwitlistaiuling, a mild and motlerale man compared with his prede- 
cessors; and, although we experienced several vexations intt rruptions, tluTc was at all 
times a great readijicss shown by I lie IIoppo Le to receive, discuss, and adjust any 
complaints we iniglit liiive occasion to carry before him, and, on the whole, we should 
be well pleased to see the office filled by him again. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, IVoin the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th March JS15. 

Par. 12. Wi: are wholly unalde at the present moment to hazaid an opinion as to 
what may l>e the Viceroy’s course of proceedings in regard to the Hongs of the Junior 
Merchants; we cannot hut indulge a hope, that the more accurate information that we 
suppose he must have obtained, together with the obvious policy of periiiitting the Junior 
Merchants to continue, wdll operate on the decision of the Viceroy, in permitting their 
Hongs to continue as before. 

13. Tlie question, as it relates to Sir George Staunton, we understand is considered 
to be completely set at rest, by the clear and strong statement made by the Merchants; 
the Viceroy, it is said, most fully concurred in the tenor of the document, and that it 
was immediately transmitted to Pekin ; we cannot but hope that the Viceroy^s view^s on 
the other points connected with the foreign trade have undergone a favourable change. 

14. We should greatly regret giving your Honourable Committee grounds for 
believing that the situation of the Honourable Company’s affairs and interest in China 
were in a more favourable state than is really the case ; we have considered it necessary 
therefore, to take the earliest opportunity of laying every document before your Ho- 
nourable 
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i'HlUA I'APKKf;. 

iiourable Committee, from whence it will be seen, the attempts that have been made to “ , 

overturn the present system of the trade, the change that was proposed to be established, Redress of 

the njcasure we have pursued in the hope of defeating the attempt, and the danger that Grievances. iVf. 
still threatens the Honourable Cotnpany\s interest, and the trade generally at Canton. ^ 

15. The measure of suspending the commercial intercourse (particularly should it be h*“barrassm»‘iifv 
necessary for any length of time) is attended with such injurious effects, that nothing Hong Mcrelianis 
])Ut llie conviction that no other measure is left for our adoption, in order to obtain for- 
bearance on the part of the Chinese Government, can justify our resorting to it, and 

for the efficacy of the measure we depend only on the consetjuences that may be sup- 
posed will arise to the Chinese Government from so extensive a trade being suddenly 
interrupted, 

16. Your Honourable Committee will not fail to appreciate the difficulties experienced 
ill conducting so extensive a trade, exciting the views and interests, and exposed to the 
intrigues of designing persons, protected by no law's or regulations, while the superior 
officers of the provincial government are leagued wdtli or assisting the parties acting 
against us. To resist such a comlii nation the C'oinmittee alone can scarcely be expected 
to prove e(|ual, and it will be for your Honourable Committee to determine on the 
measures best calculated to support and preserve the Honourable Company's interest in 
China. 


EXTRACT LEITER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Clanton to the Honourable C\)urt of Directors, dated 12th March 1815. 

Par. 38. We have lately been informed by C'onseequa and the Junior Merchants that 
they are under considerable apfirehensioiis, in conse(|iience of Edicts which have been 
received from the Emperor and the ViccroVj relative to the foreign trade, and to their 
Hongs in particular. They stated that the Merchants indebted to foreigners are ordered 
to be removed. 

39. We requested that tlic documents might be put into our possession, which request 
the Merchants have declined compliance with, in cons^ucncc, as they have privately 
assured us, of the advice of the Hoppo. 

40. By a second Imperial Edict, relative to the foreign trade, we understand that the 
removing of fucli Merchants as arc indebted to foreigners is again mentioned, and we 
understand that the Emperor positively directs Puankhequa to resume the situation of 
First Merchant. 

41. A measure so unjust, and so manifestly injurious to the interests of the foreign 
trade at Canton, as breaking the Merchants who are indebted to foreigners, and whose 
heavy debts must necessarily fall on the trade in the shape of duties, we consider it to 
be our bounden duty to oppose in every way in our power. 

42. From the experience we have had of the conduct of the Government and the 
Merchants, during the last season and the present, whether proceeding from machina- 
tions of some among the Merchants, added to the want of exertion in others, or the 
hostile and unfriendly disposition of the superior officers of the Canton government, it 

appears 
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appears probable tliaf the return of Puankhequa may be attended with beneficial effects, 
as we may hope lie will have the power of repressing any evil designs, while his known 
firmness will enable him to explain affairs more freely to the officers of Government. 

l.nibarrassmcnts 

of the 

Hong Merclmnts. 

EXTRAC T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 9th April 1815. 

Par. 7. Wk have the pleasure to acquaint your Honourable Court, Puankhequa has 
resumed the situation of First Merchant, in obedience to the Imperial Decree. 

8. On our Consultations, under date the 2d instant, your Honourable Court will 

find detaih'd the particulars of an interview we had with Puankhequa and the other 
Mercliaiits on that day, relative to the affairs of the Hongs that are indebted to Euro- 
peans. ^ 

9. We liave already acquainted your Honourable Court with the serious conse- 
quences which we apprehended would attend the removal of the Junior Merchants, and 
that we should consider it our hounden duty to resist such a measure on the part of the 
officers of Government by every means in oiir power. 

10. We have the satisfaction to state, that we have since been informed by Pinqua, 
that the Hoj)po lias expressed liiiiiself to be fully aware of the embarrassment that would 
arise to the gimeral trade of Canton, should the measures proposed be carried into efiect, 
and that he has promised to use his utmost endeavours to obtain tlie \'jceroy’s concur- 
rence to the support of the Junior Hongs, on the return of that officer from the tour 
of inspection in which he is at present engaged. 


< IIINA CAPERS. 


(E.) 

Redress ot 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the ( ourt of Directors, dated 9lh April 1815. 

Par. 4. On the 4th instant We had the satisfaction to hear through Pinqua, that the 
1 loppo had given him the strongest assurances of his intentions to support the Junior 
Merchants, as far as was in his power, and that he should spare no entreaties or argu- 
meiits in inducing the Viceroy to concur. He jiroposed to avail himself of an early occa- 
sion after the Viceroy’s return to Canton, as he is at present absent on u tour of inspec- 
tion. 

5. The assurances of the Hoppo, so strongly and unequivocally expres.sed, have had 
the effect of removing, in great measure, the doubts that the various reports respect- 
ing the intentions of the Government towards the Junior Merchants had excited; and 
wi: were in consequence enabled to as.sist the Junior Merchants in their arrangements 
with their European creditors, by granting bills on the Honourable Court for the 
amount of the balances due to them, together with a further sum beyond the amount 
which we were actually indebted ; and in consideration of all circumstances our bills 
were drawn at a rate of 5s. Of/. })cr dollar, payable in twelve months. 


6. The 
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(). The communication made by Piiujiia wilJ further enable ns .to proceed witli tlu* 
necessary arrangements for providing the investnjent of the ensuing season; and as the 
jieriod of making the advances on the Twankays is arrived, our contracts with the iMcr- 
chants will be made immediately after the sailing of the 8caleby C nstle. 


CHINA PAPERS 


( 1 ^.) 

Kedress ot 
(irievances, cVe. 


Embarrassments 
of the 

Honu: Merchants 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret.Departrnent, from the 8ELECn^ COMMITTEE 
at Canton lo the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 30ili Aj)ril 1815. 

Par. 4. In compliance with the orders of this Government, Puan-khe-tpia has taken 
charge of his Hong, liaving efiected, through sujiei'ior address will) the Viceroy and 
others of the officers of the (jovernment, the coinplele exclusion of his brothers and 
other hranches of his family, who before participated in the profits of the Hong. 

5. In consideration of Puan-khe-qiia’s former situation, w<^ proposed in our division 
of tJic business to allot to hiir* the proportion annually appropriated to the First Mcr 
chant, but tm our intentions being communicated, Puaii-kbe-cjua declined doing busi 
ness to this extent, on the plea of want of capital (unless we would assist him with ad- 
vances), and further, that we must stipulate to pay up the amount of his teas at the 
close of the season. 

(h We must observe, that Puan-khe-qua advanced another argument, which, could 
it he relied on, does him more credit, which was, that he was uiivviiling to interfere with 
our Jirrangeinents respecting the Junior Merchunts, us by the extent of their dealings 
with us their circumstances and credit were chiefly to be restored. 

7, Under the uuusiuil stipulation of bis account being paid off at llie close of llu^ sia- 
soii, and wdiich we cannot possibly suppose the real state of bis ca})ilal to warniul, to- 
gether witli the obvious policy of assisting the Junior JVlerchants, the w ishes expressed 
by Puari-kbe-qua to engage in business with us on a more limited scale than we had 
proposed, were readily acceded to. 

^8. The conduct of Chunqua, in the opinion of the Committee, was such as to ivu rii 
the severest marks of their displeasure ; and an entire discontinuance of all conimcrriul 
transactions between the Company and Chunqua would have been the j)r()pt:r return fbi 
his unjustifiable proceedings towards us. On the return of Piian-khc-cpm, liow'ever, wii 
did not feel altogether confident us to the line of conduct he might tliink it projier to 
pursue; and as Chunqua appeared lo us to promise the best, if not llie only check on 
Puan-khe-qua, should he propose to embarrass the trade with restrictions, we deemed it 
rather politic to continue our business with Chunqua. Accordingly w e made coiitract.s 
with him to the same extent as in this season. 

9. After the experience we have had of CJiunqua's conduct, it is apparent that lU) 
reliance can be placed on him, and it will require a considerable period of .service to re 
move the unfavourable impressions that Ins conduct bos given. \Vc must hope that tlx 
sums of money that these intrigues cannot but cost him, together w illi the failure of tiu 
ends proposed, will induce him to see his real interests, and urge him to u.sc such infiu 
euce as he may possess with the officers of Government in disposing them favoural)ly lo 
w'iirds that trade by which he bciiefils, 

3 S 


10. With 
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10. With the exc*^plion of a reduction from l^inqua's business, who is considered as 
the second Merchant in our division of business, the allotment to the other Merchants 
was the same as in this season. 

1 1. Wc are still unable to speak decidedly of the Viceroy’s intentions respecting the 
Junior Merchants. Since his return to Canton we understand he has expressed his in 
tenlioJi of making inquiries into the state of the Merchants’ accounts with foreigners ; 
but we believe he cannot but be now fully aware of the impolicy of carrying his former 
intentions of removing these Hongs into effect. 

12. In the course of the communications which have passed on this subject, 'wv have 
had opportunities of hearing indirectly that the principal officers of the Canton Govern- 
ment, as well as the IIoppo, were fully aware of the expediency of the Government not 
interfering with tin* Hong Merchants. The question, however, appears to rest entirely 
with the Viceroy to decide, and it is much to be regretted that the presumption and ob- 
stinacy of his character is unfortunately such as to leave the question still in doubt- 

13. ^V'e are unwilling to anticipate evils, but in the event of the Junior Merchants 
being removed, the strongest appeal against the Viceroy’s injustice will be required from 
us; and we should hope a subject of such importance could not fail to excite the atten- 
tion of the Imperial Government of Pekin, where we must further hope the conduct of 
the N’iceroy towards us, in this and in the preceding season, would meet with severe 
censure. 


t:xi R ACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at C’aiUon to the Honourable Covirt of Directors, dated 12th October 1815. 

l^ir. 25. We have much satisfaction in acquainting your Honourable Court, that the 
question relating to the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Merchants is considered 
as being finally settled, tlie Viceroy having made such a report to Pekin, as will ensure 
a favourable reply from the Imperial Government; and we beg to offer our congratula- 
tions on an arrangement effected in opposition to great and peculiar difficulties, and of 
the most material importance to the British commercial interests generally at this port 


EXTR ACVr LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to tlie Court of Directors, dated 3d December 1815. 

Pur. 7, We have transferred to our l^ublic Department the several documents and 
our proceedings on the question of the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Mer- 
chants, and as far as we can judge from appearances at present, we believe we may con- 
gratulate your Honourable Committee on the favourable termination of that highly im- 
portant (juestion. 


Extkac'i 
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CHINA r,\PKns. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE ^ ^ 

at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, eluted 12th January 1816. Hedroas of 

Grievanres. 

Par. 143. The approbation that your Honourable Court have been plea.sed to ex- ^ 
press of the measures adopted, and of the arranfrements made to enable the Junior Mer 
chants to carry on their busine.ss, afTbrds us the highest satisfaction. luuits 

144. We have on former occasions so fully submitted our sentiments on this subject 
to your Honourable Court’s consideration, that it is scarcely necessary for us here to re- 
peat, that the continuance of the Hongs in question we consider to be of the greatest im- 
portance, not only to the interests of the Honourable Company, but to the foreign 
trade generally. We hope tliat no circumstances will be permitted to occasion any ina> 
terial interferenci* or interruption in the arrangements at present existing for the extri- 
cation of tlie Junior Merchants from their embarrassments. 

145. Our discussion with the Chinese Government during the last, and at the com- 
mencement of the present season, having been already transmitted, your Honourable 
Court will have been enabled to judge how y>owerfully the present system for the eonli- 
nuance of the Junior Merchants in business was assailed, first by the provincial officers, 
and afterwards with the authority of the Pekin Government. 

146. From the tenor of our communications during the last sca.son, your Honour- 
able Court will have observed that we considered the discus.sions in which we were 
involved not only during tliat period, but also in the year preceding ( when the question 
relative to Mr. Roberts was agitated), to have had their origin in apian for the removal 
of the Junior Merchants, when the arrangements made for their extrication from their 
embarrassments must necessarily have cea.sed. 

147. I’he project to effect the removal of the Junior Merchants was very deeply laid, 
and very powerfully assisted, first by the superior provincial officers, and sul)se(|uenlly 
by the Imperial authority; and we believe, from what has since occurred, that nothing 
but the superior officers of Government becoming convinced that the removal of tlu^ 

Junior Merchants would be followed by the suspen.sion of the foreign trade, preserved 
tlyem from being declared bankrupts, and sent into banishment. 

148. On our Public Proceedings, under date the 1st December, tlie official reply 
of the Viceroy and Fooyuen to the Emperor on this subject is entered ; this document, 
we are informed, may be considered conclusive as to the continuance of the Hongs of 
the Junior Merchants, and we hope that they are not likely to be again disturbed. 

149. Under the conviction that it is of the highest importance to the interest of the 
Honourable Company that the Junior Merchants should bo extricated from their cni- 

^ barrassed situation, we shall not fail to consider it our special duty to afford every pos- 
sible assistance in forwarding so desirable a measure, and in giving effect to such ar- 
rangements as the trustees may have in view for that purpose. 


3 S 2 


Extra( t 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to th(j Honourable Court of Directors, dated 23d February 18R>. 

Par. 1 1. Youu Honourable Committee will see recorded on our Public Consultations 
a translation of the Imperial Edict in favour of the Junior Merchants, which we trust 
may he considered conclusive of their future stability. 

12. Our faith in this document, together with a conviction that the general interests 
(tf the trade require us to give every possible ciTect to the instruetions of tJie Honour- 
able Court in favour of supporting the credit of the Junior Merchants, have induced us 
to give tliem the aid of the Honourable Company this season towards the discharge of 
another instalment of their debt to their European creditors, although the large arrear 
due hy them for the amount of the duties advanced by Pinqiia and others, upon th(* 
Company’s security, might otherwise seem to demand our prior and exclusive attention 
lor its li(juidation. 

13. But we huvci considered it our duty on no account to allow the favourable efl'ect 
upon their credit, arising from the late Imperial Edict, to be counteracted by the dis- 
couraging circumstance immediately following, of their total failure in riispect to a pre- 
sent dividend, and which failure might have the effect of reviving, in the minds of im- 
patient and ill-judging individuals, a wish to resort to other more summary modes of 
obtaining, or of at l(\'ist applying for justice against the Hong Merchants, and whose 
eifects, whatever they might be to the creditors themselves, we know would be decidedly 
and unequivocally [lernicious to the interests of the Honourable Company, 

I t. 1 he arrear for the amount of duties we fear we shall find to be augmented by the 
further sum of about 100, 000 tales, which Pinqua lias informed us, with some degree of 
mystery, is the probable amount of the sacrifice they will have ultimately to make to the 
ofticei s of this 1 loviiiciul Ooveriiiiicnt (as alluded to in our Secret Consultations of the 
early part of this season), for their assistance in averting the destruction which huuff over 
them. 

15. We have only to hope that the increasing credit and respectability of these Mer- 
chants, will enable them to carry on tlieir business so successfully, as to admit of th^r 
setting apart a sum out of their profits, adequate both to the discharge of their European 
debt, and the portion of the Chinese debt guaranteed as above by the Company, within 
a reasonable period. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at C’anton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 28th January 1881. 

Par. 21. In our Public Consultations, under date 5th January, your Honourable 
Court will observe a letter and enclosure from Mr. Jardine, acting as trustee in behalf 
ol the creditors of Chunqiia’s Hong. 

22. These claims have been in abeyance for nearly two years ; and ns it appears that 
the creditors were now quite hopeless of obtaining any redress or justice, excepting 

through 
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through the influence which we might possess with the Chinese Government, they ap- 
plied to us for aid, which, under the circumstances of the case, we have considered it 
our duty to afford them. 

23. We beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to our Public Considtations, under 
the dates noted in the margin, ^ for the detail of the iiegociations we have entered on 
wHtli the (h)vernmcnt ; and the statements made by the Hong Merchants on this subject. 
Wc are Jiappy to say that we have been so far successful ns to obtain an acknowledg- 
ment of the justice of the claims, and tliat the Cohoiig hold themselves respoirsible ibr 
the discharge of the debt. W’^e have also obtained a positive pledge from the Mer- 
chants, that two lacs of dollars shall be paid before the new' year, and a third iac during 
the 1th moon of the ensuing year, being the proceeds of the disposal of a part of 
Cliunqua's property. 


CHINA PAPCns. 


(E.) 

Redress of 
(irievaneos, 


Knibanussments 
of ff»e 

Hone Merchants, 


(.^.^^ATTKMFT of the CHINESE rO ESTABLISH A COIIUNCL 


EXTllAC'r LFITTKll in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1811. 


Par. 275. In our proceedings, ns .stated in the margin,'!’ your Honourable Court 
will observe the attempt that was made in the early part of the season to establish 
Cohong liegulations, and the steps taken by the Committee. 

276. Immediate application was made to the Merchants and Hop po, from whom we 
received the strongest assurance, that as far ns Europeans were concerned, nothing was 
intended ; the latter asserting, that it was merely for the purpose of insuring the pay- 
ment of the Imperial duties, and the Merchants that the regulations existed merely in 
form. • 

J277. How far the.se assertions may be relied on, remains to he proved. Hitherto llie 
form of affixing a value on the goods is all that has been attempted ; nor lias it had the 
effect of preventing higher duties being given the day following ; and it may be further 
observed, that Pinqua, who, as director, established 13L 7w., as the price for the Com- 
pany’s cotton, subsequently purchased it at 14 tales per pecuU 

278. If the establishment of a Cohong system was to he seriously attempted, it would 
become the duty of all trading to this port firmly and decidedly to resist; much delay 
and inconvenienoe might arise from the discussion ; at the same time there appears good 
grounds to believe, a united and well conducted resistance would ultimately prove 
successful. 

Extract 


Attempt to 
ebtublish a ( oliong. 


January 5, 6, 12, 15, 25. 


t June IH, 28; July 17; and Augufit t, 5. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 22. We have recorded, under these dates, some communications made to us 
relative to the establishing the Cohong system, 

23 . Th(? Merchants most positively deny all knowledge of the proposition having been 
made, and at the same time express their decided objections to the establishing this 
system ; how fur they are sincere it is impossible to say ; but we have little to depend 
on either their liberality or their judgment, for if they possessed either, the attemj)t 
would be decidedly discouraged, as the ultimate ruin of the trade must be the result of 
the establishing such a system. 

24. For the present we are disposed to believe that it is merely a form gone through 
of affixing a price on all goods at the Consoo house. Should the attempt be seriously 
made to establish the system, it will reciuire the firm and decided refusal, on the part of 
Europeans, to trade till these regulations are rescinded ; and if properly pursued, this 
mode of resistance will doubtless prove successful, although considerable delay may be 
the consequence. 


EXTRACT LETTER in. the Secret Department, from the PRESIDENT of the 
SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Chairman of the ( ourt of Directors, 
dated 23d February 1815. 

Par. 2. On the 11th I received privately a copy of an Imperial Edict from Pekin 
respecting the foreign trade. A translation of this document I consider it proper to trans- 
mit to you by the earliest conveyance that olfers. 

3. This document confirms the apprehensions entertained by the Select Committee, 
that in the proceedings of the Canton Oovernment, particuhirly in the months of Sep- 
tember and October last, .some attempts vrerft meditated against the privileges allowed to 
the foreign trade, by the establishing the Coliong ; and in order the more effectually to 
carry this point, the ruin and removal of some of the .Junior Merchants, who might be 
disposed to assi.st us in resisting the project, was in contemplation. 

4. By the measures of resistance adopted by the Committee, the attempt appears to 
have been defeated for the time, as the officers of the Canton Government found them- 
selves placed in too delicate a situation, (the prospect of the foreign trade being com- 
pletely interrupted), to persevere on their own authority. The instigators of these 
attempts were therefore obliged to look for further assistance, and, by a course o^ 
intrigues, it would appear that they have succeeded in gaining the imperial sanction ; 
evidently, however, by imjjosing false statements on his Majest 3 ^ 

5. From a perusal of the document it will at once appear that the complaint of an 
une(jtuil distribution of the Company’s business must come from one of the senior mer- 
chants. 


* June 17; July 4; and August 11« 
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chants. Unless urged by one of these, a circumstance so entirely out of the concerns of 
tlie officers of government could not have been thought of; indeed, the whole of the 
contents of this document, when we connect them with the occurrences of this season, as 
also of the last (namely, the order to establish the Cohong system in July 1813, and 
the discussions respecting Mr. Roberts), all tend to confirm me in the belief that these 
measures originate either with Pinqua or Ciiunqiui, for Mowqua appears to stand com- 
pletely uc(juitted. 

fi. I'he little cordiality shown by Pinqua generally towards the English, and an 
equally strong bias towards tlie Americans, with whom he has many concerns, and 
whose ships arc loaded on his own account, might induce suspicions to be attached to 
him ; but tlien again liis general conduct in su])portiag the Junior Merchants, by assisting 
them in arranging their contracts, his becoming security for, or in advancing their duties ; 
and his arguments to me have invariably, when the situation oi' these merchants was dis- 
cussed, been in favour of their being supported. These circumstances, combined with his 
known dislike to any intercourse with the officers of his go^^ernment, strongly concur in 
inducing the Committee! to exculpate l^inqua; while, from every coneurring inforinalioii 
and circumstance, there appears to be e(|ually strong and sufficient reasons for fixing 
the measure on Chunqua. 

7. l"he official edicts respecting native servants, the seizure of the linguist Ayeu, tlie 
Ibmeiiting tlic irritation of the government, inconsequence of the supposed continued 
aggressions on Chinese neutrality by His Majesty s ship Doris, had for their object the 
involving the Committee in a serious discussion with the Government, in which it was 
no doubt fully exfiected that the Committee would have been intimidated into submission 
and compliance with any measures that might have been resolved on by the Canton 
Ciovernmeiit, '^Jliese measures would have been tlie ruin and removal of several of 
the junior Hongs, and the establishment of the Cohong system, of which, from Jiis 
influence, Cliuiiqun would have become the solo director. Ry effecting the removal of 
the other merchants, a larger proportion of the foreign and Company’s trade would liave 
fallen to his share, whilst lie possessed the means and authority to affix tlie prices of ali 
commodities. 

8. On the trade being suspended by order of the Viceroy, in September, had the 
Committee proceeded to request the government to withdraw its ynohibitions, or had any 
anxiety been expressed on the subject, the price of loading the sliips would have been 
the completion of Chunqiia’s views. Finding, liowcver, that the Committee took such 
decided measures, and that they also refused to trade, the Viceroy and Canton govern- 
ment became alarmed us to the consequences to themselves, and w^rc therefore iiriwil- 
liag to proceed, and accordingly tlie arrangement with Sir George Staunton w’as 
effected 

J). From the information that 1 have been enabled to collect, it appears tliat tlie 
Viceroy and superior officers of the Canton Government were by no means aware oi‘ 
being (as they were in fact), tools in the hands of Chunqua, or were they made acquainted 
with the precise objects he had in view. Living entirel} removed from all intercourse 
with foreigners, the superior officers of the Government are generally very ignorant 
respecting foreign trade, and are enabled to form but very imperfect ideas of the 

character 
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character and conduct of tlie Honourable Company's servants; hence, by gaining the 
persona aboiil the superior officers, whether relatives, clerks, or domestics, Chunqiia is 
enabled to give a bias on the occtiiTencc of any affair; and on this their officers ground 
their proceedings. 

10. From the tenor of the document, as it relates to an intpiiry into the debts owing 
by the Junior Merchants, proposing their removal, and future regulations for tlu‘ 
trade, it will be obvious that it is of most serious inqiort to the interests of the 
Honourable Company in China. If these orders are carried into effect, and tlu^ 
Merchants arc declared bankrupts, their debts, to the amount nearly of 4,000,000 ol' 
dollars, would remain to be levied from the trade in the shape of Consoo charges. A 
circumstance, in my opinion, not more to he dreaded than that the tra<le should fall 
under tlie exclusive management of one or even two Merchants. To preserve the trade 
from lliis most serious injury, it will require every exertion that the ('ommittee have it 
in their power to make, by firmly resisting, or in other words, by susj)emling the trade, 
should the Merchants be tlireateiied, and at the same time to endeavour to impress on 
the Viceroy the serious consetjuences that will follow. 

11. The personal attack on Sir (leorgc Staunton may almost be considered 
unworthy of notice. It proves that no measures will be left untried to carry their 
point. It W'as expected (as it was no doubt, when the objections to Mr. Roberts were 
revivetl), tliat this personal attack ivould have the effect of intimidating, and operate 
in preventing any resistance on the part of the Committee, from an apprehension 
of personal loss and inconvenience to themselves. The Committee can only rely on the 
confidence and support to be given them by the Honourable Court of Directors; for 
unless they shrink from the discharge of their duty, and surrender the conduct of their 
affairs to the management of (^huncjua, they must be prepared to expect that these 
personal attacks will be repeated. There is in fact no charge, of wdiatever nature it 
may be, whether of treason against the State, or a violation of the laws and regu- 
lations of the Empire, that Chunqua may not procure to be alleged against any 
Member of the Committee; and with the same facility, by means of the buiuboo or 
torture, any number of witnesses may be brought forward to attest the truth of the 
accusation. 

12. It is impossible for me, at present, to say what measures the Government may 
pursue in con.sequence of this Edict, or whether farther orders may be received from 
Pekin. 1 am unable, therefore, to state what measures the Committee may be called 
<11 to adopt to defeat their projects. 1 chiefly rely on the conviction with which I 
trust the Government and the Merchants are impre.ssed, that the Committee will not 
submit to the proposed regulations ; and the attempt to carry them into eflcct will be 
the ruin of the trade. 

13. The serious consequences that may be expected to follow the suspension 
of the foreign trade have, I understand, been already brought to the consideration 
of the Viceroy and superior officers of the Provincial Government. I'he number 
of persons of various descriptions that would be deprived of employment and 
exposed to want, would soon become discontented, insurrections and disturbances, 
bands of robbers by land, and pirates by water, w^oiild be the consequence, and 

w'bicii 
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which this weak and corrupt Governiiiciit cannot contemplate without the most serious 
iipprehensions. 

14. From tlie commiiiiications that have been made to the Honourable the 
Secret Coiiiinittee, more jiarliculurly in the last and present season, the anxious 
and diihcult situation in whicli the Seloet (’omniiltee are placed cannot fail to 
apjiear. It will b(‘ seen that the (‘xtiaisive trade carried on, sufliciciit to excit(‘ 
the views and (lesii,^ns of interested persons, is wholly unprotect(?d by any laws or 
reguliilions. From the systematic Corni])tion and venality of the officers ol‘ (lovern- 
ment, those who should be the j)rolectors of the trade are found to be leagued 
against it. It will be seen that little or no assistance is to be derived from the 
other Ilou!^ M(‘r(*hanls, who scarcely can be depended on for even comnumicalin»^ 
wlial occurs. The Committee have therefore only to rely on their jud^j^meiit to 
decide on, and their firmness to jxu’severe in, the measures they may adopt to pre- 
vent the injury that the trade is threatened with; as their representations and 
remonstrances are either rejected or not attended to, there remains no alternative 
to obtain a hearing or redress, than suspending the trade lliey are appointed to 
carry on. 

15. 'The disadvantages lliat the Fominittee labour under in being compelled to resort 
to this extreme measure, are obvious. 'The injury and the loss that must necessarilv 
attend an interruption to the trade, cannot but strongly induce a di.sposition to question 
the expediency or the necessity I’oj the nufasure. IVIany points may indiiee a discaission 
with tlie (loveniineiit, that may at fir>( siglif ajipear trivial ; while to those more 
experienced, and more intimately accjuainted with the charaetcu* and conduct of the 
officers ol the Chinese Clovernnuuit, are known to involve most important consequences. 
It may be fiirtlicr noticed, that the Chine.se officers of Cioverinnent, habituated in deceit 
and iiiisi’epreseiitatloii, assnnie a plausible and spcciotis mode of reasoning, that it is 
i’alculaled to mislead those who have to judge at a distanccL M'e rely with confidence 
on tile discernment and on the iiululgmice of the Ilononrable Court of Directors, at thi? 
same lime, from the considerations here ad v(*rted to, however the Committee may feel 
satisfied, and know' that they ar(‘ duly di.scliarging the duties of the important trust 
repo.sed in them, cannot fail to excite a degree of anxiety as to the future decision that 
is to be passed u})on tlnar conduct. 

IG. In the situation in which the trade is placed, it is liable! to be interrupted at the 
caprice of an individual ; and should the Viceroy for tlie time chance to be rather more 
ignorant, and at the same lime more violent in disiiosition than his predecessors, a com- 
plete interruption to the liade must inevitably en.siie. 

17. There appears to be no mode so likely to prevent these injurious consequences 
as that of establi.shiiig a direct and frequent communication between the two Govern- 
ments. Missions on a l‘ar more moderate scale liie former Embassy may prove 

fully as efficacious. No jiarticular act or ap]iearaucc of favour, or concession, need be 
expected from the Chinese Government. I'lie lieneficial cfiecls will be in placing the 
British nation on a more n^spectabh! footing with respect to China; and their frequent 
cominiinicalions, independent of the siqierior advanlage an Embassy will now possess 
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of English interpreters, will prove to the Provincial Authorities that remonstrances can 
be conveyed to Pekin. 

I have the honour to remain, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J. T. Elphinstone. 

Canton, 23d February 1815. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMLITEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1815. 

Par. 4. We liave the liohour to forward by the Cambridge a copy of our proceedings 
ill this Department since the departure of the Earl Spencer, to which we beg to refer 
your Honourable Committee for the detail of the important documents issued by the 
Chinese Government respecting the Foreign Trade, together with our sentiments 
thereon. 

5. By the Russian ship Henry, our President had the honour to forward, addressed 
to the Honourable the Chairman, a copy of the Edict received from Pekin, recorded 
ill our diary under date the lUh February. 

6. Since that date we have obtained the copy of an Imperial Edict, being in reply to 
I he statement made by the Viceroy from (’anion on the 30th November, wherein certain 
regulations for the luireign Trade were proposcil, the documents are recorded under 
dale the 3d March. 

7. In our consultations of the 1 Ith February and 3d March, we have endeavoured to 
trace and to explain the causes that have, excited the Chinese Government to the 
measures they have adopted in the last and in this sea.son, it will appear that the 
influence and tin* inti'igues of Chiinqua, combined with the want of firmness, and in 
the case of the discussion r(!.speclii)g His Majesty\s ships, a want of inclination on the 
part of Pinqun, may he considered as the sources from whence our serious differences 
have proceeded 

H. In conseque nce of the resistance made to the measures of the Canton Government 
in October and November, and the arrangeanents they were induced to accede to with 
Sir George Staunton, Chuiiqiia may he considered to have failed at that time in 
establishing what he hud in view, namely the removal of some of the Merchants, in 
order that he might have a larger proportion of the trade, and tlie establishment of 
the Cohong system in order that he might conduct that trade as it best suited to his 
purpo.ses. 

9. Determined, however, on making further attempts, he appears to have obtained 
by his influence a communication tc he made to his Imperial Majesty, whereby mis- 
rt^prcseiilalion as to the state and conduct of the Foreign State, certain precautionary 
regulations we re eX[)ected to be directe d, as we)ulel lie suited to his views; and in order 
te) secure compliance on the part of the Committee', the personal attack, and charges 
alleged respecting Sir George Staunton, iqipt'ar to have been brought forward ; these, 

it 
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CHINA rAPKRS. 


it was no doubt expected, would fully answer the purpose of intimidating and oi' deter- 
ring any servant of the Honourable Company from disputing his wishes. 

10. As far as the regulations respecting the Foreign Trade go, it would seem that 
there is a singular coincidence in the report made by the Viceroy and that made through 
the influence of Cliunqua. The report respecting Sir (leorge Staunton is alto- 
gether without the knowledge of the Viceroy, while the recal of Puankheqiui to officiate 
as head Hong Merchant is known to he wholly independent of Cluin(|ua, as in fact no 
measure could more comjdetely check his view and (h^sigiis than the return of Puank- 
hequa. 

11. How far the Viceroy and Fooyuen acted under Chunqiia’s influence* is therefore 
uncertain ; or whether it still continues to operate and direct their decisions, under the 
circumstances in which the Foreign Trade is placed, viz. a Merchant possessing the 
extraordinary talents for intrigue, and the influence that Cliunqua appears to possess, 
the extraordinary state of alarm and irritation that the distracted slate of the empire 
seems to have occasioned to the Imperial Government, while at the same time the 
provincial authorities seem to be particularly ill-disposed, the return of a person of 
Puankheqiui’s character and firmness may be expected to be attended with beneficial 
effects. 
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EXTR AC’T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT' COMMITTEE 
of Supracargoes at Canton to tin* Honourable Court of Directors, dated 26lh March 

1817. 

Par. 13. The judicious measures adopted by our predecessors to check the Senior 
Merchants in their endeavours to establish the Coliong system, we hope have bad their 
due effect, at least there docs not appear any outward or public wjsli to continue the 
attempt. The formal observances are still continued, and the three Merchants arc 
only admitted to the Viceroy’s presence ; hut we are inclined to believe oiir firm 
resistance to this measure is so well understood that no serious attempt will he made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SEI-ECl’ C’OMMITTEE 
at (’aiiton to the Court of Directors, dated 19lh March 1825. 

Par. 40. In discussions with the provincial officers we have always evinced to the 
Hong Merchants our sense of the imjiropriety of conducting any public business to 
which every Hong Merchant is not a party; the only way we possessed of deinonsirating 
our opposition to the formation of a ( oliong wa^hy always insisting on llie attendance 
of all the Merchants when the two Senior Merchants presented themselves with letters 
or communications with the Government. 

41. It is long since the establishment of a Cohong for commercial purposes was 
directed by the Provincial Government; nor are we aware of any attempt on the part 
of the Senior Merchants to control the proceedings of their junior colleagues, or the 
existence of other influence than that which Pinqua naturally derives from the ohliga- 
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lions whicli his vvcalili liiis enabled him to confer upon the principal part of the Junior 
Hon^s. 

42. K)(>n) the division of interests whicli now exists amon^ the Senior Merchants, 
there is little dread of any injury being derived to the commercial interest of the 
(Company by their coalition. C'humpia and Pinqua may rather be looked upon as 
contending rivals than be dreaded for the establishment of a community of proceedings. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Separate Department, from the SEl.ECT COM. 
MITTEK at (-anton to thetanirt of Directors, dated ^8lh January 1880. 


Part of Par. 7. 1 'he forfeiture of tin* pledge given to foreigners hy the Viceroy, that 
the elder 1 hunejua should be caused t<i return to (^anton, is greatly destructive of confi- 
dence in the promises t>f the GoNenmu nt. Without entering into diseussion upon the 
probable causes of such incousisteut acts, we could only come to the decision that the 
Coliong system would be thereby establislied, wliieh, by placing the trade under the 
immediate control of the local government, faeilitates their views of private emolument, 
iuqxises fixed jiriees u])on import and e xport commodities, and, by destroving imjiortalion, 
throws the whole weiglit of governuieut extortions upon the Tea J'rade of the Honourable 
Company. 

Pur. 8. Tlie present stale of the Hong a})p(?ars to aflfbrd a tempting opportunity for 
the introduction of tlie system to wdiich we allude. At the head is Howqua, a Merchant 
of great mercantile talent and pj-operty, e.stimated to be of large value, but whieli, uniti‘<l 
with the natural timidity of his disposition, renders him an easy pr(‘y to the avarice of (he 
local olfieers. Puankhecpia, though supposed to possess a considerable proj)erty, cannot 
coiTi])ete in trade with Howcjua, ami has always confim^d liis dealings within fixed limits, 
conducting them in conformity with the views of the Senior Merchants. Mowqua, long 
a debtor of How(jua’s, has lately increased his obligations tt) maintain the very existence 
of his Hong. At the time that this subject was under our coiivsideratain the Hong or 
Chunqua was necessarily deemed to be extinct. The respectability of the Hong o<* 
Goqiia depends upon the life of a relation of the Merchant, now rendered exceedingly 
])recarious by age and .sicknes.s. It owed its restoration from bankruptcy in 1814 to a 
loan from Ilowrjua, and since that time has jaiid submissive deference to the will of that 
Merchant. The Hongs of Kincjiia ami Fatejua cannot be viewed, commercially speaking, 
as of independent character. 

9- Prom the foregoing considerations, it results that Howqua exercises unlimited 
power over the interests of the whole foreign trade, while he is himself as immediately 
subject to the control of the Government The establishment of the Gohong system is 
virtually effected, and it has been lately * ''xemplified in the case of the American tea trade, 
the circumstances of which are as follows : 

10. Upon the suspension of our trade this season, the American Merchants, encouraged 
by the prospect of being the sole jmrehasers of tea in the market, combined to reduce the 
price of that commodity below the standard of last year, 'lliis combination was for some 
time steadily adhered to, but was finally overruled by the influence of Howqua, ami 
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j)rifcs exacted exceeding consideraldy those of the preceding season. The American 
Mercliants have been compelled to submit to this increased appreciation, whicli in some 
kinds of tea has amounted to eight tales per cent. 

11. A desire to destroy competition in trade has long characterized the policy of tlie 
( 'hinese Government. It was counteracted by the firm resistance of Mr. Elphinstone, 
President, with his colleagues the mem])ers of the Select Committee, in the year 1814; 
and the good (‘fleets of that di^cisive stand have extended uj> to the jnesent time. Tbv 
Hongs of C1um({ua and Manhop have (jf late years be(;n principally instrunu ntal in main- 
taining competition of j)rices, and we viewed with sincere^ regret a door opemnl for tile 
introduction of the restrictive system, by the insolvency of the two Hongs above- 
men tioiu'd. 

12. It is unnecessary to point out to your Honourable (kiiirt the ruinous prospect 
threatened to comuK'ree by the exchange of commoditi(‘s at fixed prices dictated by one 
})arty. Competition must ev('r be deemed the soure(‘ of sjiirit and energy in tradi*; Avhen 
witlidrawn, a gradual decline Avill ensue in all countri(‘s, but especially when, as in this, 
it is acc('lerat(Ml by the ra[)aeity of a local government indifferent to every thing but tem- 
|)orary advantage to thems(*lves. 

1^5. We have dreaded the approach of this alarming condition of affairs through the 
whole progress of our jiroceedings, and we view the prevention of it as of greater impor- 
tance than all the otluT siilijects which we liave brought to thi‘ notice of the Govc^Timent 
unitedly. Our suggestions of im})r()vement of systi'in, and our claims for the redivss of 
grievances, have indited all Invii founded upon the principle of averting this great and 
im])ending evil, tlie jireeursor of the total annihilation of the trade. But if the Chinest* 
Government would liave n^plaeed affairs in such a state as to remove these apprehensions, 
by the restoration of the Hong of Cliumjua, and the establishment of new Hongs of 
rt^spectability and property, even to a limited number, we should have been induced to 
wave other considerations. We beg to explain distinctly to your Honourable Court, that 
our pro])osals of reformation were founded upm the fact, which was acknowledged by the 
Government itself, that natives of subslaiiee would not engage in the foreign trade under 
the old system. We have never wished to force coimiuTcial code upon tlie Chinese 
authoritii's, at variance with the regulations of the Empire, but considered it incumbent 
to print out iiiipedinients, when the plea of impracticability was urged in defence of our 
non-compliance with the positive commands of the Court of Pekin. 

14. Seeing that the evil which we had dreaded at the commencement and tliroiigh the 
jirogrc^ss of this discussion, the introduction of the Cohoiig system, could no longer be 
viewed as a matter of doubt and speculation, but had actually been put in force, we turned 
our attention to the circumstances under which we could renew commercial transactions, 
subject to the baneful influence of its action, and endeavoured to form an estimate of the 
probable success of our endeavours to resist it. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Macao to tlie Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 6th June 1816. 

Par. 4. Ills Majesty’s ship Orlando liavin^ put us in ]>ossession of your Honourable 
Court’s Instructions of the L^th and 25th September and 4th October 1815, and the 
intelligenc(‘ of the intended Mission having almost immediately after begun to circulate 
among the l*ortuguc.se at this Settlement, upon the rec(*ipt of their newspapers by their 
ships from Hengal, we were sensible that not a moment was to be lost in anticipating the 
effects of fidse and uiiauthenticated reports, by a full and oflicial communication on th(‘ 
subject to the local government. 

5. On tlie 28th ultimo, we accordingly addressed his h'xcellency the h’ooyuen (who is 
the acting Viceroy) on this important subject, and transmitted our des})atch express to 
Canton under cover to the Hong Merchants. We have since had tlu' satisfaction to learn 
from two Hong Merchants, who were ordered to proceed to Alacao by the F(X)yuen, 
that his Exc(‘llency has opened and read our address, and has engaged to forward a 
desj)atch on tlie subject e\j)ri\ss to Pekin, the moment he has received our replies to cer- 
tain (jueries of no material imjK)rtance, which wtTc received on the 3d instant, and tht‘ 
answers iransuiilted by us to Canton to Sir 'J'h(*ophilus Metcalfe the same evening. 

6. Sir Tlii'ophilus Metcalfe returne<l to Jiis station from Bengal, and took his seat as 
second member of this Committee, on the 30tli ultimo. On the same day, the .arrival of 
tile llonourahle Company’s ship Thomas (Irenville ])ut us in possession of the letter from 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Viceroy ; and Sir (leorge Staunton feeling it his duty 
to await at Macao the arrival of his Excellency the Ambassador, Sir Theophilus Metcalfe 
readily offered his sei viees to ]>roceed to Canton in execution of the instructions received 
on this subject fi'om your Honourahh' (\>mmittcc. He left Afacao in a chop boat on the 
1st, accompanied by Air. Alorrison, Mr. Daniell, and Captain Clavel), of his Alajesty's 
ship Orlando, and we are in hourly expectation of some account of the opening of the 
business of his mission. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COAIMITTEE 
at Macao to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 7th July 1816. 

Par. 1. Wk had last the honour^fd* address your Honourable (’ommittec in this depart- 
ment on the 1st of June, by the American shi}) Beverley, and have now the honour to 
forwanl a duplicate of llie same. 

2. In our jiostscript to that letter wc iidbrmed your Honourable C’ommittee that neces- 
tary arrangements had been made at (’anton for presenting the letter from the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Buckinghamshire ; we have now to congratulate your Honourable 

Committee 
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Committee on the readiness shown by the F(K>yuen (acting as Victfroy) to receive this 
communication, and the letter was placed in his hands by Sir Theophilus Metcalfe, within 
four-and-twenty hours after his arrival at Canton. A requisition was made by Sir Tiico- 
philus Metcalfe to be allowed the privilege of a seat during the audience ; but this was 
refused, on the ground of the necessity on this important occasion of receiving this letter 
in the public hall of the palace, called the Emperor’s Hall, in which Mandarins of high 
rank, who must be present, would be standing ; it was added, that should the Fooyuen 
require further information, he would receive Sir T. Metcalfe in a private room, and a 
seat woukl be granted. As at that time we were in daily expectation of the arrival of 
Lord Amherst, it was highly desirable to meet the readiness shown upon this occasion, 
and of the utmost importance to ensure a speedy notification of tlie approach of the 
Knd)assy at l*ekin. Sir T. Metcalfe therefore judged it proper to wave this privilege on 
the j)resent occasion, and would not d('lay the communication by entc'ring into a nego- 
tiation of wliieh ther(‘ appeared little prospect of success. On thi‘ 4th of tJune, Sir 1'. 
Metcalfe proceeded to the city, accompanied by Captain Clavell and such gentlemen of 
the Factory as were in Canton. He expresses himself much pleased with the receptifm 
he met. 

Ji. On the /3th, a set of interrogatories were brought to the b’actory by the Merchants, 
which they asserted they were directed hy the Fooyuen to put to Sir T. Metcalfe. To 
these a])pr<)priate replies were giN en. 'Che Merchants declared tliat the report woukl be 
sent to IVkin on the following day, and every thing appeared most satisfactory. 

4. In a few days after it a|)peured that ('aptain (’laveirs name liacl been put first in the 
paper deliveretl by tluaii to tiie I^'ooyucn, and that lie was considiTed os the persim who 
iiad presented the letter. The IMiTchants called at the Factory to state that they had 
received an order directing them to give a boml, securing that the four gentlemiai who 
presented the letter should remain for tlie answer from Pekin ; Sir T. Metcalfe could not 
hut express his displeasure at this art of the Merchants, as they had liLvii fully apprised 
of the object of Captain Clavell in acconijianying him, arising from a wish to pay his 
personal resjiects to the Fooyuen. VVitli respect to any bond of security, they were at 
lihertv to act as they pleased with respirt to Sir T. Metcalfe, who woukl undoubtedly 
remain for the answer ; but they were warnetl of evil consequences to tlu'inselvcs should 
they bind themselves for any other person, more particularly a Captain in ITis Majesty's 
Navy, who they well knew was indc])cn(k'nt of tlic St‘k*ct Committee. I'he measures 
ado])tetl hy Sir T. Metcalfe to assist the Merchants in this dilemma are recorded in this 
department, and we trust will mec't tlie approbation of your Honourable Committee. 
This affair occasioned the Merchants much trouble and long attendance at the [lakici' for 
some days, and was as usual got rid of by an expedient. 

5. Evt'ry thing appeared to go on satisfactorily when Sir Theo])hilus Metcalfe leit 
Canton, excepting some private commimications^^^n llowqiui and Puankhequa, with a 
view of tlissuading Sir George Staunton from accompanying tlic l^kiilmssy. These arc 
recorded on tlie 2()th ultimo, in a report from Sir T. Metcalfe; and we beg to draw the 
attention of your Honourable (\)mmittee to the minutes entered on this sidiject by that 
gentleman and tlie Pri'sidcnt on the 28th of June. Similar communications have since 
been made to IMr. Roberts, and it is not impossible that some intrigues or secret iiiHuencc 
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may lie yet employed', but we are willing to hope will not be attended with any success trs 
the ultimate prejudiee of the public interests. 

(>. The* only ri*ply which we made at the time to this communication was, that we had 
not yet reec'ivc'd His Royal Highness the Prince Regenfs commands on the subject ; but 
that u liatever they were, they certainly would and must be strictly obeyed. 

7. These communications hare appeared to us wholly undeserving of attention, because 
we considered the objections of the Hong Merchants, exfirossed probably at the insti- 
gation of the local govennnent, to arise entirely from those very circumstances which led 
to the determination of the authorities in England to consider Sir George Staunton as a 
])roper person to he nominated a meinher of the IVIission, and that tliey are in fact not so 
much ])ersonal tibjeetions to Inm as objections to those objects of the Embassy, which the 
presence and co-operation of a person aeqnainted with the language of the country, and 
the late pro('(*edings of tin* local government, may be supposed calculated to promote. 

8. We have however laid these, and all other facts connecteil with the Embassy, 
unreservedly before Lord Amherst, in our several letters (as recorded) to his Excellency's 
address, and these circumstances will l>c further detailed by Sir George Staunton in 
|KTs(m. 

9. Sir George Staunton reepu'sts us also to assure your Honourable Committee, that 
should His Maj(‘sty’s ('oniinissioiiers take a different view of the subject from ourstdves, 
no ))crsonal consideration of his own shall in the smallest degree interfere with the complete 
<%‘irrying into effect, of wiiat they sliall deem upon consideration best for the public 
service. 

10. The delay wliich has taken place in the arrival of liis Excellency tlie Embassador, 
has excec'ded all reasonable caleiilalion that could have been formed, and placed us in a 
very ])ainful state of suspense and jierplexity. 

11. 'Ebe season is now so far advanced, and the answer from Pekin in all probability 
so very near at hand, that we have at present no other alternative but that of either 
waiting the arrival of tlie Imperial Edict, and thereby exposing His Majesty’s Mission to 
all the hazards so much deprecated in your Honourable Committee’s letter of tlie .^7th 
September, or to resolve on Sir George Staunton’s proceetling at once to sea, witli the 
other g<*ritlemen attached to the Mission, and meeting the Ambassador at some place of 
ri'iidezvoiis, where some further measures might be concerted without interruption, and 
whence (lie Embassy might ultimately proceed, if deemed advisable, without being 
i‘X posed to interfeiT'nce or detention on the part of the Canton Government. 

12. It would have been more pleasant and satisfactory to ourselves to have awaited the 
receipt of a more detailed communication of his Excellcncy'’8 wishes, as well as more 
recent instructions from your Honourable (\>nimittee, but the instructions and advices 
already rec t'ived fully autliorize, in our opinion, the proposed step, and its expedienev 
under present circumstances appearinj^^^io us to admit of no doubt, it has only remained 
for us to adojit such a style of communication on the subject to the local government, as 
might woi in any event commit his EiXcellency or our honourable employers, and yet 
preclude all imputation of a mysterious or clandestine proceeding. 

13. We trust it will satisfactorily appear by the letters recorded on our Secret Pro- 
cecdings, tliat we have done our utmost to reconcile these objects, and we feel assured that 

your 
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>our llonoiirahlc (’oiuniittcc will ivaJily jK-rccivc, that llic di/Iicullics which wt now 
lanuail were such as no foresight or [irecaiilion could have prevented ; foj* alt]iou;^]i al iIk 
time tlu‘ emliassy was announced, its approach was daily expected and calculated (»n with 
a well-grounded CTinfidenci' lonn- before the presiait moment, the secret was not in om 
power to withhold (Ix'ino' univt'rsally circulated by haters and new sjiajiers), and thci*e 
fore* an authentic and ollicial rejiort was the only resource left against the most lata I aiul 
injui'ious misri‘j)rt*sentations from private sources. 


(10.)— (aiMHINA riON OF TWE I KA MFUCIIANTS IN CHINA. 


KXTUAC d in the .Public Di partnient, from \\\v SKLlX’d CH )M M ri'"J'lil‘i 

at Canton to the Court of Dinrtors, dated lOth December ISll). 

I'ar. 10. Fi.\J) 1N». at tlic pn^senl advancc'd period that the dispute was not m a channel 
of adju«^tmen(, and thi' teas immediately re([uiredt being conse([nc'ntl v una\ ailalile, we havi 
deemed it incumbent upon us to lake' nnn'e acti\c‘ measure's tor (he as.^'istanee of ifie Hone 
IMerc'lianls, and the most ready nu'aiis that pre.^iiled (lK‘msej^c's arc' the holding out such 
a thrc'al of the non aeeeptance of any tea^ (endirc'd or manufactured h\ iht iiu a « may 
induce* the jaiiieijials, wlio an* rc'preseiited as e\erei.-ing o\erlK*aring iniluence hv their 
si*(*i'ssion, to wc*aken and perlia])s aholi.sh llu- i xisting eomliination. 

1 I- '^Fhe j)riiic-i[)al feature in the terms recjuired hv the "I'l'a Mamifaetiuvi s is the* reten- 
tion of the whole* ehoji in their w arelion ->es. until a sullleienl niimhe*r ol‘ clients heing 
iiisjieeled and a})prove(l by tin* Hong Meiehaut, t])e sale is to be- linall) ee>nelueled, and no 
longer subjected to llie iiillue*nee of an\ redueiion, which, from inferiority to muster, or 
other causes, we* may dee ‘in it necessary to impose. 

Our eonvietion of the- neee*ssity of resisting an innovation fraught with such danger 
to 4he future* epiality of the te*as, to (lie interests of the duiiior iNlereliants, the* re‘-es(ahlisli- 
ment of whose circumstances we are so desirous of ('fleeting, and opening the* dooi- to 
future demands, which the successful result of tiu* present might encourage the manufae- 
turers annually fo jjrefer, has induced us to >ii w' the possible detention of the ihe t, and 
i*v(‘n u sacrifice of some of the superior teas, as the ])refe*rable alternatiM* to tlu* iutn.»due- 
tion of a mt*asure, which once e*slablislu*d, wc might in vain ciide'avour to remove. 

13. Idle Merchants we're accordingly summoned, and iiilbrmetl that a manuiaelurei 
named Puii-luy-lau, supported hy Tsuyu-Mow and d'song Fong, having been repre^nte el 
tons as the priiicijial headers of thi.> ohnoxions lojjL^hination, it was onr intention, if this 
affair was not immediately arrangvd, to form the uiialteTable* resolution of luA receiving 
any tt‘as purehaseal from them, except on the tt*vms and ewiiilitions of winter pure*liase's. 
After some observations from the IMerehants, who attributed the present coalition to the* 
rigour with which these teas are now appiveiate*d and rediieed, they promised to eom- 
munieate our resolutions to the maiuifaeturer.s, which llicy conceived might be* attended 
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with good eflccl, and were rather sanguine in tlieir expectations of the speed)' restoration 
of the commerce to its former footing. 

14. It is impossible for us to anticipate with any degree of certainty the success of this 
measure, or the result which may attend the exertions of the Hong Merchants in ejuashing 
this combination, but your Honourable Court may rely, that the detention of the ships, or 
the conijiromise of the immediate interests of the Company, however temporary, will not 
he resorted to by us, unless imperiously called for in prevention of jirospective evils of far 
more serious character. 


CXTIiACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SEI.ECT COMMITTEE 

at C’anton to tlie Secret C'ommittee of the Court of Directors, dated lOtli January 

[Hm 

Par. ^^8. W E now proceed to lay before your Honourable Committee an abstract of 
such part of our consultations as relates to the difficulties we have experienced from the 
comliinatioii of the lllack Tea Merchants. 

After the late despatch, finding that the teas immediately required by us wen. 
unavailalile, and that the dispute still remained without any prospect of an adjustment, 
w't‘ (lt‘cmed it necessary to call upon the Tea Merchants tliemselves for a statement of their 
real ivcjuisitions ; and, accordingly, received from them a letter, in which they made no 
abateinenl whatever in the most obnoxious ])art of their former demands, as they still 
insisted that the teas upon delivery should not b(‘ subject to a reduction in price, on being 
found inferior to the muster. 

80. We then considered it our duty to adopt some decisive line of conduct, anti having 
no doubt of the combination being alone upheld by Puan-luy-lau, and two or three others 
of tlu‘ more opulent Teamen, w hile those who were less able to 8up]x>rt it would willingly 
give in to our terms, we framed a proposal which could afford no reasonable ground of 
complaint lo the former ; but which being rejected would ensure their punishment ; and 
hv its advantages teinjit the latter class lo recede from the combination. 

81. Having, in the first instance, .summoned the Merchants, and reejuired from them fhe 
names of' the manufacturers of the .several chops of tea tendered to us of contract quality, 
they were next desiretl to demand specifically of Puan-luy-lau, if he was willing to furnish 
his teas under the following 8ti])ulations : “ That in order to obviate the objections of the 
whole chop being marked previous lo its final acceptance (an objection of which we could 
not deny the validity, since, in the event of a chop being rejected, its value was thereby 
deteriorated), thirty chests only should he taken out of their mat casings for examination 
and taring, and on their agreement with the muster chest should depend the acceptanct* 
or rejection of the whole chop.*” 

82. The jirice wx* offered for the 

t. tn. 
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33. Two clays were allowed for the consideration of the above pnoposal, and at the 
expiration of that period tlie refusal of Puan-luy-laii bein^ implied by his silence, we sent 
back the musters of those chops belon^ying to him wdiich had been tendered to us. 

34. We determined then to make the same proposal to Heng Chun, another of th(‘ 
leaders of the cabal, and, in the event of his refusal, to offer generally to receive teas of 
any Merchant who would furnish them in the manner we wished. Should they all persist 
•ill iion-ac(|uiesc*ence, we resolved to <'ffer such a price to the dt'iilers, whose chojis had been 
thrown out of our investment as below contract quality, as we had every reason to think 
they would accept, in spite of any threats that might be held out by the others. 

35. AVe were not unaware of the risk which we hereby incurred of some of the superior 
chops being w ithdrawn from our investment, and that we might be comjielletl to purchase 
indiflerent teas at high prices ; but w^e con.sidercd such an alternative as preferable to sub- 
mission to the terms of the Tea Merchants. We were sensible t(x) of its being contrary 
to all ))robability, that a numerous liody of men, whose derided interest it was to aece])t of 
the terms offered to them, would continue to be lield in tliraUloni by a few indivitluals 
whose large ca]>itals enabled them to bear the heavy loss arising from th(‘ present de lay. 

36. On the iiilth ultimo we learnt, that lleng Chun had not only refused to deliver his 
teas on the terms proposed to him, but that the Tea Dealers had asseaiibled and sigm'd a 
declaration neU toelelivera chest until we had h’r.st ivceivenl the ehops belonging t(> Puaii- 
luy-lau and Hemg Chun. It then became neeet.s.sary for us to consieler what temptation 
in ])riee we should offer to the owners of the teas which had [iroved lielow contract 
quality. 

37. On forming our determination on tliis jioint, we conceived that wdien the inqiortance 
of the object to be gained was taktai into eon si derat ion, such decidedly advantageous 
terms should be held out as could not bo rejected by the })oorer Tea Alercliants. It was 
resolved, therefore, that the price offered to them shoidd be 18 7\s, In the evi^nt of the 
success of the proposed measure, it w'as at the same time iieces.sary to guard against the 
obligation of receiving teas of very inferior (piality, and to a great extent, at the enhaneid 
price. AVe determined, therefore, to limit the teas to bt* n'ctlved to the character of 
ordinary and good ordinary, iind to the extent of 10,000 chests. This limitation we. i‘on- 
eeived might be.sides be attended with the good effect of creating a competition to 
participate in the advantages held out. 

38. From the great extent of the tonnage of this season, we cannot have at our disposal 
above 30,000 chests of Congo at winter })rices, even aftt^r receiving grecni teas of a low er 
order than is customary. This is very short of the quantity we could wish to obtain, wiuMi 
we consider that the investment of 1819-^0 is estimated, in the Honourable ('omj)anyV 
letter of the 18th May, at twenty-seven millions of pounds. To complete this will retjuiri' 
230,000 chests of Congo; and as we do not deem it advisable that our eontraet}- should 
exceed 160,000 chests, it was our endeavour to t|^nv>w*as large a portion as possible of the 
teas of the pre.sent season into our winter assortment. 

39. AVe therefore agreed to receive at winter prices a few chops of the last sc'ason still 
remaining in the market, and, with the same view, have at Manhop’s earnest solicitation, 
and on his satisfying us of his ability to ctmipletc his contract of Bohea, of undeniable* 
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quality, boon induced to receive at the price of 12t. Stn, tliat |)ortion of Bohea furiiishod 
by him, which was rojocted at the packing, amounting to 270 pecnls. 

^M). Anxious to oountoraot as much as |K)Ssible the delay arising from the combination 
oi tlu' 'IVa Merchants, wo have, by receiving four chops of Congo of (\)nseo(iua, and two 
of Kin({iia, their (»wn property, and by sending on board a larger proportion of green teas, 
been able to coni))U*te the lading of the Essex, Vansittart and Waterloo, much earlier than 
would otherwise have been in onr power; and we trust that our conduct in this respect 
will meet your Honourable Coiiimiltee’s approval. 

41. By the adoption of the same ])lan with the Marquis Camden and Inglis, we hope 
also to effect an early despatch of those two ships. We are, at the same time, extremely 
cauti«)us as to receiving any chujis of tea which are not the Hong Merchants’ own 


proj )erty. 

4b*. Since writing the above, we beg to inform your Honourable Court, in eontiiuiatioii 
of the discussions pending with the Tea Mt rchaiits, that the advantages we hoped t() 
derive from the last, measure ri'sorted to (that of giving an advanced price for some of the 
teas inferior to contract ({ualitv), are beginning to ajipear; several Tea Merchants having 
come forward and offered to deliver their teas on the terms at which we originally ])ro- 
poscfl to r(*ceive them. 

47. Althoiigli these persons an* known to have been avTTse to the measures jiursiit'd. 
and tJioir being enabled to disjiose of their teas to us does not inqdy that the terms 
demanded by the body liave been reliiujiiished, Vt t we consider the sec'ession of lliest 
individuals as a point of great importanet*, and should their examjde he tacitly followed, 
the eoufederacy may he considered as dissolved. 

18. In agreeing to the novel mode of weigliing teas, we had in view the early tenniria- 
lion of the dispute, by depriving the Tea Mereliants of then r only apparimtly just ground 
of eoinplaint ; our offers having been di.stinetly refused, it is in ourjunver to insist on du 
teas being delivered in tin* <‘stablis)ied manner. Of the expediency of immediately in- 
sisting on this measure, at the present moment of irritation, we are not yet satisfii'd ; but 
tlu* teas which nvc have offered tori'ceive, of the (‘hara(*ter ordinary and good ordinary , it is 
distinctly understood are to be laiil out as customary. 

49. One Tea Merchant, who had aceepted these terms, has hi'cn deterred by tluval> 
from fulfilling his agreement, but at the same time another lias stepped forward ; a day or 
two v^all determine liis successor failun*, and on the result will depend in a great measun 
(*ur resolution on this subject. 


EXTllAl^T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT f:0]\IMITTEL 
at Canton to the Cour], of Directors, dated lltli January 1820. 

Par. 3. We are most hap] ly to be enabled, by tliis oiquirtLinity, to inform your Honour- 
able (\)urt, tlmt the sanguine expectations conveyed in the last paragraph of our Secret 
( Commercial Despatch, have lietm fully realized ; and that the Ten Merchants, convinced 
by the unvarying resistance that we have ojiposed to their innovations, straitened by the 

distress 
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distress occasioned to them by so long a delay, and their individual Ifears being awakened 
by our threats to receive inferior teas, to the exclusion of those of superior quality thus 
withheld from our purchases, have dissidved the combination so vainly and unjustly esta- 
blished, the trade has again resumed its former tone and character. We trust that a coik 
viction of the futility of such attimipts will secure our commerce in this (jiiarter from any 
future delays and embarrassments of a similar character. 


KXTHM T LKTTKR in the rublic Department, from the SELECT COMMri'TKK 
at Canton to the (\)url of Directors, dated ^Jjth January 1820. 

Far. (). On the f2fth instant, we were furnished wdth a c()])\ of a proclamation, issued 
by the cbief magislrali* of tlu' district to the Tea Manufacturers, in wlncli the beaviist 
])unishments are denounced against all combinations to keep back teas from the market ; 
and i.'very de«'der is eneourag(?d t<» bring to tin notice of the oflicers t)f (iovermnent any 
fiitur(‘ attempt to force him, by threats and intimidation, into a ])articij)ation in such 
illegal a(‘ts. 

7. \\\‘ eaiuiol but consider the document above alluded to as highly satisfactory. 
sinc(' we slndl now' be secured from all iuluiv combinations on the ])art of tiu* 'IVa Mann 
facturers, not only from a consideration of their pecuniary interests, but also by the fear ol' 
punishment. 


(ll..)-FUAi;i).S UESJUiXrriNG CONTHAt 'J’ J'KAS. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tlie Sl'.LECT COMMITTED: 
at Canton to the Secret (’ommittee of the Court of Directors, dated 9th February 
18!28. 

Var. 9. Ekauds in the deliycry of teas inferior to tlu‘ (jiiality contracted for, and 
the misappropriations of funds advanct d for the purchase of teas, have been pei jietrated 
to such an extent upon the Hong IMercbauts by tlie dealer.s jirincipally in green tea in 
the present season, that tlu‘ former have at last been convinced ol* the necessity of sloj)- 
ping, by strong representations to Ciovcrnnienl, the progress oi* a system w liicli, if not 
checked, is calculated to embarrass, in a great degree, the provision of a su])])ly of given 
teas for the Canton market, imd will extend eventually to the provision of the staple clas> 
of our investment, Congos and other black teas. 

10. The Merchants propose, upon the re-o])enirig*^f the ilov eminent officers, after the 
new year, to bring this subject seriously to the attention of the Vic.eroy, and have re- 
qiiestetl in this repnvsentation our advice anil co-operalion. We ari^ fully prepared, by a 
conviction of the urgent necessity of a change in the present system, to give our siqqiort 
to this measure in a manner most caleiilated to promote succ ess ; but a previous know- 
ledge of the intractability and proverbial dishonesty of the class of men of whom the 
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tea trade is conijX)seti, ccinvinccs us that nothing but severe examjdes of iudiviiluals can 

ficdreL of promise any j)erniaiient ameliuration in tlieir dealings. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public J)epartii)ent, from the SELECT COM MUSTEK 
at C" an ton to the C'ourt of Directors, ilated 15 th Mareh 1828. 

Par. 11. Wk have had under our consideration the adoption of some measures by wliich 
the fulfilment of the Merchants’ contracts (a subject which wc had the lionour to bring to 
the notice of the Honourable the Secret C’yminercial (\)niTnittee in our address dated the 
9tli ultimo) might be so ensured, as to enable us to look with certainty to a suj)ply of 
teas for the consumption of the home market, of such quality as is tlesirable to f<»rm our 
investment. 

12. The numerous frauds committed by the IVa-meii in their transactions with the 
Hong Merchants, such us the embezzlement of funds advanced them for the ])urehase 
of teas, and failing in their engagements to ])rovide teas of a quality suited to the 
market, have rendered it necessary for the preservation of the interests of the trade 
to request the interferenee of the officers of (iovernment. The mereliants having 
agreed to frame petitions, both from their individual IJongs, and as tin uniti'd body 
of merchants, recj nested our assistance in representing this matter to the Viceroy, and 
requesting that his Excellency would cause such exemplary punishment to he inflicted 
iqKJii the defaulters in the present instance, as would j)reveiit a re[>etition of such frauds 
in future. 

Feeling that the interests of our honourable employers were involved in the sub- 
ject under consideration, both as regarded a certain and suitable supply of tea for the 
London market, and the ))rotection of the ])roperty of the Hong Merchants, to whom 
we look for this siqqfly, we promised our willing support to this measure. An address 
w'as framed to tlie Viceroy, stating the disa[)pointment to wfliich we were' exposiil in our 
commercial transactions by the non-fulfilment of the Merchants'* contracts to supply teas, 
for wliich funds and tonnage are annually provided, both in Europe and India, and wv 
requested his Excellency’s strenuous interference to jirevent the further derangement 
of the commerce, which must ensue if the system practised by the Tea-men were not 
suppressed. 

14. The Merchants having for some days postjxmed the jirescntation of their own 
address to the Government iqKin this subject, for which no satisfactory reason has been 
ascribed by them, we determined, ujxm the 13th instant, to lay our own representation 
of the case before his Excellency. The favourable reception of this address which we 
anticipate from the statements of the Merchants, will probably give them confidonee in 
bringing their individual losses to the notice of the Viceroy ; and we hope that the 
united application of the C’ommittee and Hong Merchants will induce his Excellency to 
adopt some active measures for checking a system so injurious to the general interests of 
the trade. 

15. When we receive the Viceroy’s reply to our address, which we shall have the 

honour 
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hoiKHir to communicate to your Honourable Court by the next opportunity which offers, 
we shall proceed to the conclusion of the contracts for the ensuing season. 
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EX JllACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE ^ 'ontract Teas. 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 18th November 1828. 


Par. 56. In our dc’spatcli dated 15th March of this year, we had the honour to com- 
niuiiicate to your Honourable C'ourt the proceedings which we had considered it necessary 
to adopt, ill c(>-oj)eration with the Hong Merchants, to procure the jiunishment of those 
(ireen Tea Mercliants wlio had proved defaulters in their agreement to supply teas in the 
preceding season, and had misapprtipriated the sums of nione}^ which had in some instances 
been atlvaneed to them for that piirp()S(‘ by the Hong Merchants. 

57. ^J7ie Viceroy, in rej)ly to the address alluded to in the 14th paragraph of the de- 
spatch (pioted above, directed the MiTchaiits to make a report to him of the facts, which 
luiving accordingly been laid before liim, and our representations being there])y eoiifinneil, 
an edict was promulgated by the Viceroy, directing the apprehension and punishment of 
tlu^ di.lin(|uents, which we considered a satisfactory decree in siijiport of tlie Hong Mer- 
chants. 

58. A representation lias lately been maile by the Tea Merchants to the Government, 
complaining that their teas aiv unjustly reduced in price by the Hong Merchants, and 
recpiestiiig that the Viceroy would interfere in their behalf. We are happy to say, that 
this allegation was met by a ^ery proper exposition t»n the part of the Hong Mt'rchanls of 
tht‘ manner in which the appreciation and purchase of the Company'^s leas are conducted, 
l^he Viceroy in eonsetjueiiee rejected tlie I'ea Merchants'* [ictition as unworthy of liis cem- 
sideratioii, and directed that their dealings should he conducted according to the old 
• stablislied custom. 


CHARGES ON THE FOREIGN TRADE. 


i:X rilAC T LKl'TER in the Jhiblic Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th November 1818. 

Par. 16. Your Honourable Court will find in our records a discussion with the Hong Charges r.n 
Merchants, on the mode of ]>ayment which should be adopted in settling the voluntary the I radt 

gift from that body to their Emperor, on his attaiwng^iis 60th year, 

17. In the commencement the Hoppo is said to liave apprised the Junior Merchants of 
the intention of the Salt Merchants and other public bodies to tender considerably larger 
sums on this occasion than wen? offered in the 50th year, and hinted his expectation of 
their body proving equally liberal. It was asserted by many that Pinqua endcavouretl to 
ptTsuude the Hoj)po against urging such a request, and that his Excellency, irritated by 
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his hesitation, rennVi(]ecl liim of his ready compliance with a pecuniary (K'lnand in the 
preceding st‘a.son, wlien his fears were excited, and hinted that measures of intimidation 
must again he resorted to. "J'his threjit had its due eifect, and the sum of JK)0,0()0 insti'ad 
of f2()(),()()0 tales was ultimately •offend, though not without some opposition frotn one of 
the' Merchants, who was, however, brouglil into the measure by the argument of his per- 
' sonal interest not being affected, as, in fact, the contribution would be paitl by the foreign 
f rade. 

18. \Vc‘ considered it our duty to endeavour to relieve the foreign trade from this 
hurden, and pointed out the injustice of charging it with an avowed voluntary gift to tin 
Emperor. 7’hc' Sc'uior Merchants plt*aded establislu'd custom in sup])ort of tliis mode of 
levying the contribulii>n, as wadi as the danger that a division of this sum among tlie 
Merchants might hereaftc'r be made a ]»rec('dt‘nt by wiiich iiulividual j)ro])erty might be 
rendered res]K)nsible for the debts of future bankrupts, and be ta\('d to reali'ze the heavy 
impositions of Govi'minent. To this it was obstTvi'd, that thi' case of bankruptcy was toc' 
visionary to re(]uire a reply ; that the princi])I(' of taxing commerce, to meet the ( xigen- 
<‘ics of the case, was admitted in all nations, though in China Europeans had to eom])lain 
of the little notice giveti of a<lditional charges on their tradt'. but on the occasion of a 
voluntary gift from tl)e subjects of a nation as a compliment io their Fanperor, it wa^ 
unjust in tlieextrenn* to tax the foreign trade. 

19- Several letters j)assed between the Hong Mendiants and the (anmuittee on thi> 
suhjeet, in wdiieli wc jK)int(‘d out an ecjuitable division of this sum, founded on our ideas 
of the ability of eaeli I long, but wo regret to add, without prodiieing the desiri'd efiect. 
We felt it our duty to address the IIoppo on the subject, and from his Excellency’s n pl> 
your Honourable Court will observe, that any new impost on the trade is positivtly 
prohibited. 

N{)twitlistanding this I'klict, we have every reason to believe that the Merchants 
will raise tlie amount from the Consoo Funds. Whether tliat fund is able to bear this 
new charge, it is entirely out of our powc'r to ascertain ; hut as the Junior Merchants will 
undoulitedlv eall for oiii’ assistance, it will remain to (h'termine at a future })eriod the 
measures to he adoptt'd liy the Committee. J’lu' sum aeet*j)ted by his Imperial Majesty 
is 5?()0,t)0() tales. 


(]:t.)— DISCUSSIONS W1 rn the (iUVEHNMENT OF CANTON.— SEASON 1S14 1.5. 


Secret Department. 

LETTER from tin* SELECT COMMITTEE of Supracargoes at Canton to the 
Honourable the Secret Committee of the Ilonoiirabli' the C-ourt of Directors, dated 
1 st October 181 4. ^ 

Honourable Sirs : 

Par. 1. We have to inform yopr Honourable Committee that the conduct of tlu' 
Chinese Government has been sucli as to induce us to direct the commanders of the five 
Bombay and China ships lately arrived, to proceed no further up the river than Chuenjiei . 

S. T1k‘ 
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2 . Tile prociH'diiifTs of tlio C'hineso (Jovernment arise partly from *1118 Majesty's ships 
remaining on this station, and the delay and detention their prestmec has occasioned to the 
American vessels* that have been for some time loaded and ready for sea. 

Ji. It was to b(' t'\pe(*ted that the Americans would nu4ie every representation in their 
])ower, in the lioj)e of eflectin^ tht‘ removal of His Majesty's ships, or of embroiling us 
with the Chinese Government; and your Honourable (’ornmittee must be fully aware, 
from tlie cargoes of the American jaize ships, bow deeply interested and concerned the 
ht'ad Hong JMerchant, PiiKjua, is in the safi'ty of, and in tln^ sailing of American vessels. 

4. '^J'he represi'iitations hostile to His Majesty's ships have been received with an atten- 
tion, and (*\(‘ited an inti'ri'st generally among the ofli(vrs of Government, such as we 
should not have ex])ected to have seen had a mere sense of duty only operated. We are 
disj>osi‘(l to attribute miu h of the activit y displayed by officers of the Government against 
His Majesty's shi])s to an influence very gcMierally practised, and with never failing efficacy 
in every department of the Gov(‘rmnent of this hanpire ; at the same time we are not 
prepared to say t(» what extent the services of the oflicers of Government have been paid 
for, or whether the princi])al or tlie agent employed to secure their services was Pinipia. 

5. On the Pith instant the armixl American brig ilambler arrived, and ))roceed(xl to 
Whamjioa, the following day her [)rize the Arabella, country ship belonging to Bengal, 
anchored in the roads inuler Knglish colours; on ascertaining that His Majesty's ships 
were at (liunpee, tlie officer in charge of the Arabella determined on earrying the ship 
into Macao harbour. 

0. Agreeably with existing tre aty, the Portuguese Government refused to protect the 
Arabella, and ordered a guard on board witli instriieiions to carry the shi]) beyond tlie 
limits of Portuguese neutrality, where' the shij) was found aliandoned by the boats of His 
iMajesty s shi]) Doris, and was taken })ossession of for the benefit of the owners. 

7. Notwithstanding very clear evidence and corroborating circumstances brought for- 
ward as well by the I'ortuguese as ourselves, that the ve.s.sel was not an American hut an 
Pnglisli captured shi]), the Canton Government ajijieared very unwilling to admit that 
the v(?ssel was not an American, as she hatl at first been rej)resented by the Americans to 
be ; and in retaliation for tlie supj)osed ])n*aeh of neutrality, supplies were at first refu.sed 
to His Majesty's ships; the JMiglish and Anierieaii trade was suspended, and the port 
clearances were refus(»d to some of the country shi])s ou the eve of departure for India. 

8. We must (>bserve, that previous to the arrival of the Rambler, the Chinese Govern- 
ment had thought proper to revert to the (*xam])le of a former Viceroy, Pe, who distin- 
guished himself in 1810 by his unjust and oppri-ssive proceedings towards Kuropeans ; 
and we rt'ceived an edict from the Pooyucn and Hoppo, directing that no native at tendant.s 
woiiUl be permitt(‘d about the PiUropeaa Factories, and that such Chinese as should vio- 
late the laws by attending would be seized and punished accordingly. 

9. We addressed u reply to the Fooyueii Hoppo, and stated that, above 100 
years, during which the trade had been carried on, there had existed the same desire and 
endeavour on the part of the English to comply with the regulations of the China 
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Government, and to prevent the riots and disturbances between the people of lK)th 
countries; consecinently we had reduced as much as possible the European attendants 
either iH lon^in^ to the Honourable Company’s Factory, or the Factories (K^cu})ied by the 
Connnanders of llie Jhi^lish sl^ips. 

10. It was further stat(‘(l, as the trade was very extensive the niiinher of attendants was 
very ^reat, and those hitherto luul been composed of Chinese, but that it would be 
lu'cessarily far more satisfactory and respectable to have the attendants coin])oscd of jicrsons 
wlio were British subjects. 

11. As we supposed that the Government must l)e fully aware of the situation and 
extent of llie Factories at Canton, th('y must also be aware how inadequate they were to 
contain this number of Euroj^oans, and further, from being o|)cn to the intrusion of the 
])()pulaee of a large city, continual riots and disturbances were inevitable; consefjuently. 
the carrying on the English trade at Canton with jMiropean attendants, was in fact 
impracticable. It was tlnaehjre submitted to the consideration of the Government, it 
their orders were to be carried into execution respecting the Chinese attendants, that they 
would appoint some other situation or place to which we might proceed, and there reside 
and carry on the trade. 

12. No reply to our athlress has Ihrmi received, or indeed has the letter been received 
by the ollleer to whom it was addressed. The objections to the native attendants may be 
nothing more than the ])racliee of late years resorted to by the oflicers of Government, 
vheii it was tlu ir wish to harass or insult Europeans. We have also to notice, that the 
Nan hai Ileen entered the Honourable Company’s Factory, and it is probable, had any 
of tlie Chinese attendants been in the way, they might liavc been seized. 

1^^). It is nuieh to be regretted, that so extensive and so valuable a trade should be 
situated as the Euro})ean trade U> China is at present, liable to continual interruption at 
the caj)riee of an individual ; at the same time the necessity of resisting these most unjust 
})roceeding.s must bo obvious, as by resistance alone can we hope to check them : had the 
^ iceroy thought proper to issue these orders respecting (’hinese attendants two months 
hfiuT', the business of the season must liave been for a time as completely interrupted as 
could ha\ e been tdfeeted by any direct stoppage of the trade. 

11. The several addresses which we have been under the necessity of making on tlu 
subject of His Majesty’s ship.s to the Viceroy, Fooyucn and IIoppo, have of late been 
rejected, and the Vieeroy has most openly declared, that he will receive no communications 
from us, if written in Chinese characters, but that if we wish to address liiin, it must be in 
English. Considering this equivalent to a denying the right of remonstrating, it is our 
intention to persevere in writing to him in Chinese. 

15, Notwithstanding the lofty tone assumed by the Government and their proceedings, 
we are rather disposeil to believe that they will not jiersevere in their present unjust 
conduct, as we roncei>'e, without some; better grounds than they have at j)rescnt, they 
would be unwiUing that the interruption of the foreign trade should continue so long 
as to excite tlie notice of the Government at Pekin. From some discussions that have 
already taken place with an officer of Government, dispatched from Canton for the 
purpose, we are inclined to believe that the Viceroy is rather dis2)oscd to arrange the 
existing diflerenccs. 
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1(). It will afford us much pleasure to convey to your Honourable Committee the 
account of this discussion being terminated, at the same time your Honourable Com- 
mittee must be fully aware liow tedious and uncertain in duration tlu‘se discussions 
witli this Government have proved, and it remains with ub to assure you, that our 
best exertions will be emjJoyed to preserve thc^ real and ju'rmanent interests of tJie 
Honourable Company by a firm and decided resistance to tJie unjust attempts of the JVo- 
vincial Government. 

^Ve have the honour to remain with respect, Ilonoiirahle Sirs, 

Vour most faithful and obedient sei'vants, 

(Signed) d. F. ELinn.vsToxi:. 

Macao, 1st October 1814* 'J'lios. Chas. Ta j u.k. 

(lEo. Tnos. Staunton. 
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EXTRAC’T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMINIITTI^E 
of Siipracargoes at Canton to the Honourable (\>urt of Directors, dated 4tli Dei'cmbm* 
1814. 

Par. 5. We regret having to inform your ITonouralile (’ourt tliat the conduct of 
tin? (diincse (lovernmcnt has been such as to conijicl us to suspend all commercial inter- 
course, to prohibit all Rritish shij)s entering the river, and to direct all Rritish subjects 
to leave Canton. 

G. After a tedious and anxious discussion, the Cdiinese Government acceded to sndi an 
adjustment of differences as enabled us, on the ?Z5i]\ of November, to permit the ships to 
proc'eed to AXnnuniioa. 


LETTER from the SELECT COMMLITKE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4lh Deeeiiiber 1814. 

Honourable Sirs : 

Par. 1. AVk had the honour to address your Honourable Committee last under date 
the 1st of October, when we stated that the differences lliat existed with the Chinese 
Government, and we regret to say that the hope then expressetl t»f a speetly adjustiiieut, 
did not prove to be realized. 

2, On the 4th October m'c received informatiow of the seizure of tlie Linguist A jeii, 
on the charge of having carried the pn’trait of his Royal Highness the Prince IL gunt 
to Pekin, and for a general attachment to, and services rendered to the English; numerous 
reiK^rts are in circulation of further violent aiiA hostile intentions of the X'iieroy and 
E(X)viien, and it was further reported that Faltpia, or others of the Hong Aleiehants, 
were to be involved in the charges brought against the Linguist. 

8. Our several addresses to the superior officers of the C'anton Government wire* 
delivered at the city gates, and brought back to the Factory unopened; and finding tin* 

8 X Vieerov 
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Viceroy was rcsolvwl on persevering in liis measures of violence and hostility, and that 
all our efforts to obtain redress failed, and there appeared to be no other alternative 
or resource left to us than carrying our appeal to his Iniperial Majesty at Pekin, direct- 
ing at the same time all British sul)jects to (juit Canton, and the Englisli ships to leave 
\Vhani})oa. 

Eully aware of the serious inconvenience tliat must necessarily attend this measure tt) 
all tlie parties interested therein, we considered it proper to draw iij) a statement of 
the proceedings of the Canton Government, which had compelled us to adopt this extreme 
measure, for the jmrpose of being communicated to all British subjects, as containing 
a detail of the jnoceedings 4)f tin* Government, we beg leave to refer your Honourable 
Committee to this document,"^ which w^e forwarded on the 11th October to Mr. Molony, 
at (’anton, directing either its immediate j)ublication, or its being withheld for a time, as 
the disposition of the Government might appear to rec|uire. 

5. The suspension of the trade on our part, and the detaining the Honourable Com- 
])any’s ships at Chunpee, ap})eared to ))roduce some effect. On the — October an official 
coimmmicati(jn reached us from the Viceroy; in this the re-capture of the Ara])clla was 
admitted to be j)roper, and that the ship had been an English vessel ; tn conseipience 
the orders given l»y the Vieen)y to stop the trade were rescinded. 

(). Desirous of availing ourselves of the opening tliat was given to preserve our eoni- 
mercial intereimrse, without subjectiug it to the delay that must neci‘ssarily attend a 
nnnoiistrance to Pekin, we replietl to the Merehants and j)r<)posed that the Viceroy should 
ap)X)int au oillcer, iluly authorized, to meet Sir Georgt* Staunton at Canton, who would 
{)roceed for the purpose of discussing and arranging the several points on which explana- 
tion wasrecpiired, and ])revious to our permitting the ships toentiT the river. 

7. An answer was received fnini the Merchants,"!' slating that the Viccr4)y acceded to 
our proposal. Sir George Staunton, accompanied by Sir Thomas Metcalfe and Mr. 
Davis, ))roceeded to Canton, on the 21st October, under instructions from us, a copy of 
w hicli we have the honour to inclose. 

8. A delay of some days took ])lace before the Mandarin met Sir George Staunton ; 
and on the 2f3d, that same officer, who had come to Macao respecting the Arabella, hy 
name Eoo-ta-hao-Yea, accompanied by the Quang-choo-foo, the Nun Ilai Hien and IJyan 
Shan Hien, came to the Honourable Company ’s Factory. 

y. At tile first and at the several subsc(|uent meetings ^ that took place with Foo-ta-hm;- 
^"ea, the arrest of the Ij‘ngui.st Ayou was discussed ; exjilanation was attempted to be 
evaded in various ways, when after considerable discussion an official declaration w'as 
obtainc'd from the Viceroy that the arrest of the Linguist was not on account of any con- 
nection with the English, but in consequence of a breach of the law^, for having once been 
in a menial situation, he had afterwards purchased rank. 

10. The Viceroy then appeared deterniined on breaking off all further ncgociation, and 
the Merchants intimated that no further conununications would be received. This extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary resolution on the part of the Vieeroy, left Sir George Staunfon no other alterna- 
tive than that of quitting Cainton, wliieh hv left on the 10th November, and joining the 
Honourable Company’s ships tliat had removed from Whampoa to below the second bar, 
previously carrying into execution the CUnmnittee’s orders, in communicating the state- 
ment to all Uritisli subjects, and directing them to quit Canton. 

11. On the 12th and 14th, deputations of the Hong Merchants, Pinf|ua and others, 
reached the llonourabh' C'ompatiy's ships at tlnit time, nearly at the Boeca Tigris, when 
tlu?y requested Sir George Staunton to suspend the further movements of the ships, and 
having given a written assurance that tliey were authorized by the Viceroy to say that a 
Mandarin should be ap])()inted to discuss the remaining points in dispute, Sir George 
Staunton returned to Clanton, and landed on the 1 5th. 

12. It would a])pear that the Merchants ha<l either exceeded their authority or were 
attempting to practisi* further deceit, for it was not until they found Sir George Staunton 
fully determined on again ])roceeding to the ships that their promise w^as fulfilled, when 
the same oflieer, Foo-ta-hao-W‘a, aeeomj)anied by the Nan-hai-IIien, came to the Factory 
on the 19th. At this and several sid)se(|uent meetings,* the articles which wc have the 
honour toincl^fsef were discussed, and at length in great measure coneedtd. 

Id. Finding from the meeting of tin* 21st, that the Government actpiieseed in the prin- 
cipal points in discussion, it was determined no longer to delay the ships, but to permit 
tlieir going up to \\'haTnj)oa and unloading; this was done in order to facilitate the pro- 
ceedings of the Viceroy towards an adjustment, as while the ships remained at C’lnmpee 
and Idntin, and llie trade was suspended, it appeared («as was in fact the case) that these 
measures had compelled the \'iceroy to grant the concessions which had been obtained. 

14. "I'be Viceroy’s Fdict, conlinning what has been officially communicated to Sir 
George Staunton by the two Mandarins, as the contents of tliis document, was expected 
to be deliv(M*ed on the 2d December. 

15. h^ortlu) j)articulars respeeting the arrest of the Linguist, and for the apprehension 
we entertained of this act of injustice, being but the prelude to further attacks on some of the 
Junior Merchants, and through tlieni on the Fiirojiean trade, we beg leave to refer your 
Honourable C’ourt to the several documents specified 4lh, 5th, and 6th. 

\(). It is to be remembered that during the last season the Merchants obtained from 
Fekin the sanction for re-establishing llie (-ohong systcan ; aware that it would meet with 
our firm and decided opposition, the system was not attempted to be practieallv carried 
into effect during the last season, although the forms of a})pivriatiug the cargoes of each 
ship on her arrival, and aflixing price's to all articles of merchandize at their C’onsoo house 
was regularly gone through, and is indeed still continued. 

17. Whatever may have be'en the ultimate designs of the parties, in exciting the superior 
officers of Government to the measures they adopted towards us, or whatever may liave 
been the views of the Government in resorting tothest^ measures, we ho]')e for the present 
they have been cheeked, if not defeated ; and further, tlmt the Viceroy and the officers of 

Government 


CHINA PAPEIU. 

(L.) 

Uedrew of 
Grievances, &c. 

Discussions with 
the (iovernraent oi 
Canton, 1814- 1.^. 


• Nov. 21, 2G, 28, 29. 


t No. a. 



50 , SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


CTilN \ r XfW'KS. 


(r:.) 

h’t'drosb of 
(/ricvaiJces, Sec* 

Discussions with 
tlu‘ (iovernment of 
(.'ant on. IHI4-J.5. 


Govcrniiient arc now convinced, lliat in their conduct towards the English their measures 
of oppression and injustice (as tliey value the trade) must be restrained within certain 
lK)un(ls ; from (he experience and knowledge we possess of theGovenmient, we are satisfied 
that tlii'ir conviction, that their injustice will not be submitted to, is the only security we 
can possess for their attempts being discontinued. 

LS. Altliough the adjustment \vc have obtained is perhaps not so satisfactory as could 
liave been wished, we ho|)e that sufficient has been granted to admit the trade being carried 
on (luring tin* jireseiit season without much interruption, lly the freighted ship Earl 
S|K'ncer, which we ])roj)ose to load and despatch with as little delay as j^ossible, we will 
transmit a detailed account of our jiroceedings with regard to the Ganton Government. 
Your Honourable Court will be enabled to judge of the cemduct of the Government, and 
of the Hong Merchants PitKjua and others, at the same time the serious difficulties we 
have to contend with in (‘iideuvounng to resist the oppressive acts of the Govi'rnment will 
he seen, and we trust that some effectual means to enable us more successfully to oppose 
these attem]jts will suggest themselves to your Honourable Committee. 

1{). It remains for us to express our high approval of the conduct and exertions of Sir 
George Staunton in tlie execution of his mission to (.'anton, and your Hot^)urable Com- 
mittee will not fail to a))])reciate the difficulties he had to encounter in the negoeiation. 

We have tlu* honour to lie with the greatest respect, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humlile servants, 

(Signed) J. T. Elpiiixstonk. 

Macao, 4th December 1814. Taos. Chas. rAXTEH. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT f’OMMITTEE 

at Canton to tlie Honourable Court of Directors, dated J14th December 1814. 

Par. We have now the .satisfaction to inform your Honourable Committee that the 
unpleasant discussions in which w e were engaged w ith the C’antou Government, have ter- 
minated ; that the cargoes of the ships are nearly delivered, and that several have com- 
menced the lading of their teas. 

3. By this conveyance w e have the honour to transmit a full detail of our proceedings, 
and have to congratidate the Honourable (.’ourt and ourselves on as favourable a termina- 
tion as perhaps could be expected, from a Government which cannot be brought to admit 
that foreign nations can stand on an etjuality with themselves, and a])pear frequently in 
llieir Edicts to refuse to acknowledge them even as free and independent. 

4. Tlie grievances under which Europeans labour in carrying on the commerce in 
C hina are not singly of that flagrant kind, that the bare mention of any one of them can 
immediately show their w^eight and pressure, they must be considered collectively, and we 
feel conlideiit that your Honourable C'ommittee, on a perusal of the j^roceedings, will con- 
cur w ith us on the necessity of our having recourse to the measures adopted (under tlu* 
j)eeuliar and difficult circumstances in which wq were placed), for eftbctually checking tlie 
unjust demands and pretensions of the Canton Government, and for giving due w'cight to 
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our application for those ex])lanations and disavouals wliieli its daily ilcciimulatin^ insults 
and provocation (even if the? conse(picnt hazard to the trade itself were only considered) 
rendered intlisj)ensal)le. 

/5. Tile Edicts pul)lished in the early part of the season ordering Jlis Majesty's sin’ps to 
quit the coast, we conceivi‘d originated with those? ]wrsons interested in the sailing of the 
American vessels, and altliou^li the INIercliants ou^ht to be fully aware tliat we have no 
controul over His Majesty’s ofKcers, and whicli indeed they have fully acknowledged, we 
are sorry to observe that no member of the Hong could he found, who had the inclination or 
suOicitMit influence, to explain this fully to tlie Mandarin. Looking therefore solely to the 
(’oinmittt‘e, the Viceroy refused to n*ceive the addn^ss of the ( kaptain of the Doris, and con- 
sidered us resj)onsible for his acts. Although we could not but highly disapprove of the 
attack made by the boats of the Doris on tlu' American schooner at Whampoa, and wliich 
through interestefi motives had bc'cn greatly exaggerated ; we deemed it our duty to endea- 
vour to palliate the circumstance, and wliile acknowleilging it to be an error, ventured to 
])romise that his Excellency should not again have occasion to complain of a similar act of 
offence, ’'file affair, we were assured, was adjusted; and although during the subsi-quent 
discussion it was at times adverted to by the Majularins, it cannot be considered as forming 
a jn’ominent feature in the present difiiuvnces, and was only alluded to (as a measure not 
to be defended by us) when they were at a loss to rejdy to a grievance brought forward 
on our ])art. 

G. We conceive the origin of tin's discussion must be traced to a far different source ; 
to the inttMvstt'd vie ws of a few individuals endeavouring to place the 1‘lnropean commerce 
at their sole command ; ibai in fact it has been peiuling some time, and would have eejually 
rendered necessary in a year or two the measures now adoj)ted 5 even had wc succ(‘i‘(leil in 
averting them for tlie present season. The attempt in the preceding season to interfere 
with the nomination of the person appointed by the Honourable Court to conduct their 
affairs ; the annual vexatious delays in our commercial intercourse on the most triviid 
occasions; the attem])t of eslablisiiing a Cohong, for which tlie Imperial sanction was 
obtained in July ISL‘3; the issue of an Edict withdrawing our native attendants and 
])rohibiting any Chinese communicating with us; the seizure of a person supposed to lie 
attached to oiir interests, and having been confitlentially cmjJoyed by us in u mission to 
Pekin ; the returning of our addresses uiiojiened; the demanding that in future all com- 
munications should be written in Englisli (to be translated by the Hong merchants), afford 
strong and concurring cviilencc of the real object iu view . 

7. In determining the mode to bi* adojUed in discussing the several grievances witli the 
Mandarins, tlie question arising out of the seizure of the Linguist employed by us nn a 
mission to Pekin, ujiiieared to demand our first consideration ; and if our interference 
could avail, we were bound to exert it in favour of the prisoner. The judicial proceed- 
ings then pending rendered an early application ^leccvvary, and it was more particularly 
urgent to obtain a clear explanation of the crime alleged against him, and how far we 
were implicated, previous to any report of the affair being made, as it was important that 
no unfounded or unfavourable statement should l>e sent to Pekin. Your Honourable Com- 
niitiee have been already informed of the official declaration of the Viceroy, that the arrest 
of the Linguist was not on any account of his connection with the English. ‘With the 
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Edicts on this occasion wc declared ourselves satisfied, with the exception of an offensive 
]>ara^ra})li, whieli, allliou^h not withdrawn, was ultimately explained, and the insinuations 
it cont.aini'd disavowed. 

8. On a perusal of these Edicts, and the arguments made use of hy the IMandarins in 
the lii>t conference with Sir (ieorge Staunton, it might a]^})ear to a jjerson unaccpiainted 
nilli thi‘ ( liinese government, and the entire inconsistency of its ]>ractice with its profes- 
sions, that the ( ■onnnittee luul no cause of coitijdaint, and that the (Government were 
merelv enforcing the laws against a delirHjuent, who having once been a menial servant 
had obtained rank. The specious show of reason and argumeitt assumed on all occasions 
by the otlicers of CJovernment, even in asserting a falsehood, must no doubt have the efl‘e<‘t 
of indiu ing those who liave not a local knowledge and experience to guid(* th('m, to judge 
more favourably of the ('hinese character than they merit. We beg to refer your Honour- 
able Committee to the report transmitted us by the Linguist of his examinatkm, and his 
subsicjueiit communications, 

1). That our apprehensions of the intention of the Chinese government to make some 
unfounded report against the English to Pekin, a])pears, by tlu' account actually sent by 
the Viceroy, to bi* but too well grounded. It is to be observed, that this re])ort was made 
at the very moment that ollicial declarations, verbal and written, were given us that the 
])uiiislmu‘nt of Aytm was in no way connected with the English; although, frojn this 
document (a C(»jn' of which w'(‘ have jnivately rccei\ed) it will be seen that it contains 
not onlv an im[)lication of foreigners being connected with him, but a direct asserti(m that 
the Linguist was concerned with us in treasonabh* ])ractices. 

10. We do not a])})reliend that an assertion thrown out at random of so absurd and 
improbable a nature, aiul w holly unsupported by jiroof, will be attended with any e/ilcon- 
secpu nci s, at least as far as directly affects foreigners ; but it is desirable to be pr(‘pared 
for every event ; and in this point of view, the strong and am])U‘ disavowal which wi* have 
extracted fronj this government of every kind of allegation against us, under the Viceroy's 
owm st al, aj)pears doublv important ; and, in the event of a reference to Pekin on this sub- 
ject at any future' ])eriod from iMiglaml, afford, wa^ ])resume, the most effectual means of 
rebutting the charge, and liringing the misrej)reseijtations and injustice of the Provincial 
Government to merited punishment. 

11. '^riie concession of the second point discussed is most satisfactory, and w^e are confi- 
dent will be highly gratifying to your Honourable (."oinmittee. I'be free eommunieation 
granted with the superior officers of Government by tlieir promise to receive our addresses 
in the Chinese language without previous ex})lanation with the merchants (with the single 
exc(’])tion of an English co])v aecomjianying it in the event of announcing an embassy) 
will, w e trust, prevent tlie vexatious delays of a stoppage of chops, w lien the Hoppo officers 
shall be endeavouring to extort undue (by which acts our fleets are so frequently 
delayed), and prove a sufficient ch^-k t<' the unjust and illiberal insinuations respecting 
our conduct tlirow^i out by those men interested in jireventing a direct communication 
between us and the Government. 

\il. On tlie point of Chinese attendants, it appears that the proliibitioii of employing 
servants under a certain denomination has existed since the year 1740, and having received 
the Emperor's sanction, a)uld not be repealed by the authorities in Canton. For the 
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revival i)f this question and further regulations, we are indebted to* the hostility of the 
V^iceroy, Pe, who proposed tlie re-establislnnent of the Cohong system, and to whose con- 
duct, together with that (if those partizans he h-ft in C'anton, we may attribute the vexa- 
tious delays that have for some years occurred, as well as the more serious detention of oui 
ships in the present season. 

13. Althoiigli this point has not Ik-oii so satisfactorily explained as wc could wish, tlu* 
(tovernuKMit, satisfied jirobably that the objirtions were made on vexatious and oppressive 
grounds, or that the alt('rnative of our liaving so great a number of European attendants 
was, in fact, impracticable at Canton, having issued an authenticated document for tlu* 
eiujiloyuK'nt of Compradoivs, and as m.uiy servants under jiartieular denominations as our 
Factory may reejuire ; we w ill thtMvfore hojic that tin* Cirovernment, satisfied their unjust 
measures will not be submitted to, no interference on the subject will again be attempted, 
and that the measure (jf prohibiting iiative.s .serving us, and ordering their seizure, w'ill not 
again be resortt‘d to. 

I I. On the ex})lanation of ihemijioi points, although less satisfactory, there is cmly one 
which appears likely to create any dillicultv, wduch is, the nec(?ssity of applying for a 
license for boats passing the Hogue. This places the (’ompradores of the ships of war at 
the merey (»f the oflicers eominanding that fort, w'hc», dreading the conscKpienee of the 
impatience of theollieers losing the tide by utmeeessary detention, may he induced to pay 
a fee in sonu‘ instance which will become an established eii.stom, and a constant pretext for 
extortion. ''I'he verl).il eomnnmieation, however, of the merchants on this subject, induce 
Us to liop(* th(‘ regulation w ill not he rigorously enforced. 

15. We beg to draw' the attention of your Honourable Committee to the anxiety show'ii 
to re(*all Sir Clt'orge Staunton, as affording a proof that, however the Chinese government 
may deelare in tlu'ir ('diets tliat no benefit arises to the Ceh\stial Empire from the fonngn 
trade, and that it is only ])ermitted from ])ure benevolence, yet wdien endangered by tlu^i) 
unjust proceedings, jwoperly and linnly resisted, it will be found they are most fully aware 
of the reciprocal advantages of coinmeree, and most anxious for its jjreservation. 

16. We hope that the steps taken this seastai will have the effect of preventing the 
oflie.(*rs of the Canton government from again entering into a course of vioK'iit and hostile 
measures without more fidly satisfying themstlves (»f the grounds (m which they are pr<v 
('ceding; and as it will be our anxious endeavour not to allow them a pretext, w'c mav 
further hojie that the inconvcuiences and delays which have of late occurred will not again 
be expc^rieuced. At any event, we trust that wc shall not in future find the representatives 
of the East-India Company stigniatiz(?d as staters of untruth, and His Majesty'^s officers 
with the name of plunderers; that we shall be allowed to ('all our employers honourable, 
and tlie King of England an independent SovcTeign. The admission by the Chinese 
Governnu nt of our having other duties to j^erform than mere commercial transacti(ms, as 
recorded on tlie edict received on the J^8th ultin^, is highly satisfactory, as placing us on 
that footing w hich enable the Mandarins to cohinmnicate directly with us, and not to 
require the intervention of the Hong Merchants. 
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JiETTEU in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

of Siiprai arpoes at Canton to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honour- 
able Co\irt of Direc tors, dated Kith January 1815. 

Par. 1(). Wk. have to rc'ciue.st the attention of your Honourable Committee to the 
•leveral ca)uununiculious from the Ciiiguist Ayow.* I hey contain generally, we believe, 
■1 croii ect account of j)roeecdings of the offiecTs of Government, and the true causes that 
have excited tbeiii to tlu' measures they ado))ted towards us. They are a further melan- 
choly proof of the total and entire absence' of all truth, justice or mercy, from Chinese 
irihunals, and where the undue' influenee of money is applied, all chance of a fair trial 
ee'a es to the unfortunate person accused. 

17. Ibis eamiol he illustrated more strongly than in the statement transinitte'd to us by 
Avow of the proeeeelings cjf the oflieers of Government towards lum from the day of Ins 
arrest to the end of October. The Nam Hae-lIecMi is acc.Minted a good and uprigld ma- 
gistrate, and far exceeding his predecessors in these eiualities, yet this officer, althoiigli 
fedly satisfied of the Linguist’s innoex'uee, so much so as to be about to discharge him, 
on tile' ajiplicatiem of I’inepia and Chunepia most readily promises to |nmish Ayow pub- 
licly, and before all the Merchants, ].rovideel they make a statement to him. 

1 8. Voiir Hoiunirahle (^Hninittiv will observe from his letters, that the terrors of the 
tortures to which In; was now siihji'Cl, and the laudable and honourable motive of not 
involving other persons, wlioin he might he reepiired to accuse in tlie midst of his sufler- 
ings, eleaermiiied tile Linguist Ayow to put a jieriod to his existeuci! and -sufferings by 
taking opium. VVe have the satisfaction to say that his intention was discovered, and in 
lime to prevent any hael elleeits from |M)isoii. 

19- It will be satisfactory to your Honourahle (ainimitte'c to he informed that tlU' 
ljin**’ui.st ha.s not e'xpe'rie'iie'cel any hael ti'e'atiiient of late', anel that sueh aceomnioclation as 
a jirTsoii affords (a si parate apartment to himself) has been obtained for him. 

29. Unde r this datef we have re'e'orded thi; statement which it is said the Viceroy has 
maele to Pekin resiK-ctiiig the Linguist Ayow. We reee'ived it jirivately, and have to 
remark lliat neither Pituiua, Chunqua or the Hong Me'rchanls, have publicly put us -in 
])osse.s.sioii of tins ilocumeut, or iiieleed have they acknowledged to us their being informed 
of any re port having been made to his Imperial Majesty. 

30. In the document we luive^ reeeivefl it eloes not .ajijiear that the charge against Ayow 
is of a serious nature, or such as to merit the jiunishinent preiposed (banishment to lilee), 
or to have requinal being submitted to the consideration eif the Emperor. It is, at the 
siunc time, very jirobable that a much more unfavourable representation has been made 
to Pekin, and in this ease the imnishment of Ayow will be more severe. Of this we are 
at. present unable to judge; from tht reply from Pekin, and the proceedings of the Canton 
(imernment respecting Ayow, we may tie enabled to ascertain what has been reiKirtetl. 

31. ^Ve must remark, in the reiiort we have received, that connection with the English 
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and the English Chief are statc^d as liis offenc^e. This was totally inconsistent with the 
expressed stipulations acceded to by Foo-ttulo-yea, under tlu* Viceroy’s authority, in llie 
conferences held witli Sir G. Staunton, and it proves sulliciently tliat no depeiKlance what- 
ever can be placed on the assertions of the officers of this Gciverniucnt ; and on the result, 
as it affects Ayow and involves us, we must determine on the line of conduct to be adopted 
in inakirrg a rejirivsentation or otherwise to his Imperial Majesty. 
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EX TRACT LETTER in the Secret J)epartinent, from the SELECT C’CAliM I'J’I’hlE of 

Supracar^ocs at (,'anton to the Secret Committee of tlie Court of Directors, dated Gth 

February 1815. 

Ear. 5. Since the date of our last Address, the Em[)ert)Ts answer, in reply to the State- 
ment made by theC’anton Government respecting the IJnguist Ayow, has been reciived 
into (’anton, we have obtained a cojiy of this doeimienl, a translation of whic h we have 
the honour to forward. 

(). From this your llonouralile Committee will perceive that th(‘ ])imishing the Idnguist 
by banislnnent to Elii is confirmed, and that from the wording of tlie rejdy ainj)le power 
is given to the Chinton Government to charge and punish any individual for tlie offciiee of 
serving or having st‘cret intercourse with fort'iguers ; and from the doeuinents already 
transmitted, your Honourable (hnumitti'e must be fully aw.are with what facility any 
charge may be brought against an individual ; and his own confession by the torture will 
be obtained, as the wishes of tlu‘ Mandarin may direct. 

7. From the parie statement of the Canton Government, perhajis we had no just 
ground to expect that any other reply coultl be made from IVkin ; at the saiui^ time 
wc must observe, that the usual practice of submitting these (ases to the (Hoard) 
Supreme Council was on this occasion ilispensed with. From this we infer some unfair 
advantage has been taken by interested persons here; and awan' with what facility 
mwiey may be applied, we are inclined to believe tiuit this has been employed to st'cuiv 
the sentence against the Linguist being confirmed, which, had it proceeded througli the 
customary forms, and uiuKt the Superior Council, might have Invn rejected. 

8. It appears from this doeument, that aj)preheusion from the ('hristiaiis is still 

prevalent. 'The serious insurrections that t(K)k place during the last year were eiuh a- 
voured to be attributed to the Christians. It ])erhaps can excite no surprise that the 
officers of Government should generally, throughout the Empire, eoneur in endeavour- 
ing to find some other cause than their own malpractices and inisgovernment iii th(?se 
discontents. ^ 

9. In comjdiance with the directions containAl in the Imperial answer, the Linguist 
Ayow was summoned before the Fooyiien and other principal officer.s of the (’an ton 
Government. He was inlernjgated as to his being a (’hristian, which he had no diffi- 
culty in denying, and performed the een nuaiies reipiired i)f lram[)ling on tlu' cross with- 
out hesitation. No further (pie.stions were proposed, ami he was remanded to prison to 

8 Y 2 awiwi 
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await the final onJcr from Pekin, when he will Bet out on his journey to the place of 
his banishment, Elu, supposed to be situated nearly north of Nepaid. 

10. No further official communications have as yet passed between the Canton Govern- 
ment and our Committee on this subject. It was undertood that the Eooyuen was most 
iniinically disposed, and much inclined to avail himself of the latitude s^iveii by the ex- 
piv.s.sion of “ rigorous imjuiry,” to extort some further matter on which he could ground 
an attack on us, or on some of the Merchants or ]>ersons connected with the foreign trade: 
but we arc given to understand he found his wishes Avere not seconded by either the Vice- 
roy or other Mandarins, who jirobably, from having been longer in C’anton, wen' better 
acquainted with the consequences ; aiul having ex])erienced our firmness in resisting any 
iippressive measure, may have conceived it more politic lo allow the affair to droj). 

11. Having no real or just grounds for their proceedings, we believe tliat if this conduct 
was fairly stated lo the Pekin GoviTiimcnt, it would bi* condemned, not from any sens(‘ 
of humanity or comjiassion loan injured individual, but on the score of policy, in (*ndangcr- 
ing a commerce so generally henefici:d to the provinces they arc n])pointed to govern. Wt- 
are, however, unwilling lo intrude our com])laints to Pekin, as they will eoi:ie with so 
much more eH'ect from ycnir Honourable Committee or from Bengal. We are rather dis- 
])osed to permit the affair to remain for the presi'ut ; but as no relianci' can be placed on 
the officers of this (iovernnient, and as intrigues may always be at work to exciti' tliein 
against foreigners and foreign trade, wi' must await, in ordi*r to ascertain what may be 
the real intentions and designs of the F(K>ynen and his instigators ; and in fhi‘ evi'ut of 
furtlu'r attack, there will remain the resource of carrying our remonstrances to Pekin. 

l^i. Your Honourable Committee will no doubt appreciate the difficulties and the 
anxiety that must attend our differences and discussions w ith tliis Government. MV feel, 
liowever, that they are unavoidable ; for on our Hrmly resisting their unjust attempts can 
\vc alone depend on these attempts ceasing lo he made. AVe are confident our resistance 
at the early part of this season operated in jireventing any further measure being com- 
menced against the foreign trade. 


(11.;— HKSPEC’] h\(i THE COMPANY’S SHIP OENKUAL HEWITT. 


EXTRACT LET'^^l'ER in the Secret Department, from the SELEC^r COMMITIT.E 
at ('anton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th November 1816. 

Company s Ship Par 1. We have fully detailed to the Honourable Court the discussions in w hich wc 
(iencral Hewitt. engaged by the hostile measures pursued by the Viceroy of (\anton, in the first 

instance, towards the General Iltfwitt,, and the determined refusal of the officers of 
Government to receive or rejdy to our addresses ; and lastly, the arbitrary and unjirstifiable 
act of seizing our Compradore, maltreating him in a mann?r used towards the lowest 
criminals, upon an absurd accusation that he shew ed Europeans the way to the city, or at 
least, that he, as residing in our house, must know the criminal person. 

^ 2, Whenever the officers of Government are unable to attach any blame to the Com- 
mittee 
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iTiittce itself, they resort to some tyrannical measure towards the natives in our employ ; 
and this is the sole crime of which they could venture to accuse ti»e innocent suderer. We 
do most confidently hope your Honourable Committee will consider that it is our bounden 
iluty to protect the persons in our employ ; and at the sanu‘ time tliat we hope for the 
ap})robation of your Honourable Court for tlie forbearance shewn in the present instance, 
when our sJiips unladen are under their control, and the ])articular circimistance of tlu' 
Enilwssy being in this country. AVe do also trust your Honourable Coiinnittee will deem 
it our duty, at the close of tliis Season, or the commencement ol’ tin* ensuing, to bring to 
some final decision the two essential jwrts of prot(*ction to natives in our employ, and the 
nveption of our addresses, with repli(»s properly addressed to the Coiinnittee, taking, for 
the basis of our negociations, the convention signed by the present \ iceiH)} in 1814. 
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i:x iJtACT J.F/rTKH in the Ihihlic Department, from the SKLKf^T COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Ilonoiirahle ( knirt of Directors, dated 8tli November 1816. 

Ear. 6. Ox our arrival in ('union we found that tin* (Teiieral Hewitt was detained hehm 
the' Hogue, and one of the Hong Alereliants deputed to examine and impure whether she 
liad actually conveyetl the presents to Tring Sing. This measure was asserted to he 
mwssary, in consetpience of a report from a Alaadarin at Alacao, wliich statetl that slu‘ had 
pnavedcjil tc» a [Kirt on the coast, and delivc n'd over the pre.sents to the oLlu r vi ssels. AW' 
lost no time in addressing the A'iceroy, assuring him she had proceeded to the port of Tring 
Sing, landed the |)resenls, and, in jiursuance of orders received in England, had returned 
to (hmtoii for a cargo of teas; and we exjiressed our anxiety for an early desjiatch. 

4. In the mean lime, through the intercession of tin; Hong Merchant deputed to the 
Hogue, and Cnjitain C'ampbeirs exertions, the Ccneral Hewitt was bi-ouglit above the 
second bar, but surrounded by armed boats, all comimmicatioii forbid, and, at first, pro- 
visions denied ; the latter prohibition was in two days removed. It became our duty to 
remonstrate against sucli proceedings, and we should have been fully justified in ri'sorting 

the strongest measures in our jiower fVa* removing this insult to the Hritish Hag ; but 
keeping in view your Honourable Courts orders to avoid, at present, all altercation with 
the oHicers of the Government, and anxious not to place his Excellency, Lord Amherst, 
in any urqilea.sant situation at this place, we addressed a nioderati* letter to the A ieeroy, 
pointing out the indignity which we coruanved was offered to a shi]) sent on a friendly 
mission, and again solicited the usual permission for lading the General Hewitt. 

5. During the time that the translating of this cho}) recpiired, wt‘ were tiistressed at 
the severe treatment which the Merchants received, from un assertion that they !iad mis- 
represented the orders of the Emperor. This arose from a Chinese character being used 
in our letter for Canton, which, strictly translatffd, means the city, and the waters running 
by it, from whence it was absurdly asserted wc required the vessel being brouglit to the 
city wall. We did not hesitate a moment in correcting the error, by addressing the Vice- 
roy, but this explanation he refused to receive ; and though we declined addressing any 
other Mandarin, we readily proposed to write a letter to the Merchants themselves, which 

relieved 



532 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


HINA PAPERS. 


(E.) 

liodress of 
( iricvances, 

( onipany’s Ship 
< u’neral Hewitt. 


relieved them from further trouble. This mode of attacking the natives concerned with 
UK, for any errors committed, will no doubt appear to your Honourable Court to require 
most serious attention ; and we are about to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court 
a most aggravated and unprovoked attack by this mode of procedure. 

6 . I1ic merchants, for some time, refused to convey our addresses to the jMandarins, 
and, when induced to carry them, returned tlicm as being refused. This act, in direct 
violation of the Convention agreed to and signed by the present Viceroy in 1814, would 
of itself have authorized strong measures; wo still, however, under the ])eculiar circum- 
stances of the Embassy, forebore proceeding to those length.s which this brcacli of faith 
would justify, but endeavoure<l, by every moderate means in our power, to enforce the 
rece]jtion of our addresses. The Merchants had obtained the llopinfs sanction to landing 
the stores for His Majesty's ships; but much delay occurred after their promise of its 
being granted. They asserted, that if we could assure the IIoppo that tlu‘ Gi‘iu‘ral 
Hewitt should remain till the Ambassador arrived, that lier lading would be commenced. 
On this we could place but little reliance ; however, they were assured, in return, that 
such a request, coming from either Mandarin, by letter, would be taken int(*, eonridera- 
tion ; and they were K‘d to understand tliat it might be (‘onsidered of sufHcient imjiortance 
to induci' us to deviate from tlu* ])ositive orders of a speetly tlesjiateh. At l{*ngth our 
second addri'ss was received, and an Edict published to tlie Merch.ants, w'hich, wa? wert 
informed, w as the only reply w’e were to e xpect. 

7. On perusal of this Edict,we were pleased to find tliat the Viceroy had alistained from 
the severe and haughty language of which in late years we haA e had so much reason to 
conqiUiin. At the same time, the mode of replying toemr address, and the ceniclueling 
order to the Merchants, enabling them at all time's to refuse e’onveying them, were jHiints 
of such material cousecjuence to the inte*re‘sts of the Honourable Ceimpany, that we fedt 
ourselves compelled to convey our sentiments to the Viceroy. 

8. It evidently ajipeared to us by the tenor of tlie Viceroy “’s Edict, that he by no means 
felt himself justified in his proceedings towards the (leiieral Hewitt; and although we 
appn^hended, if there was any truth in the assertion of his having solicited the orders of 
the Ihnjieror on tlic lading of the ship, that he could not yield this point, we determined 
on moving the General Hewitt to Whampoa, as the only means of relieving her from tke 
disgraceful situation in wiiich she was placed, and of removing the guard boats, (’aptain 
Campbell w'as apprized of our intentiou ; but previous to issuing the orders, we addressed 
the IIoppo, informing him that, in compliance wnth the lanperor's wishes for that ship 
proceeding to Canton, we had directed the commandi'r to bring her to Wluinqxm, the 
anchoring place of this port; and we further took the ojijiortunity of convincing his Ex- 
cellency, that though loaded, she should remain till the arrival of the Ambassador, hut 
if that was protracted to an unreasonable time, we trusted their Excellencies would con- 
sider the orders under which we actqd. 

9. The intent of this letter was frustrated by a refusal to receive it, and Captain 
(’ampbcll, by tlK' apjiarent fair promises of the Mandarin guarding Ids ship, was induced 
to delay his moving. In the first instance, the delay was regretted, but under the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the case, we approved of C'ajitain CamplK'H's caution. Thest* 
delays enabled the Mandarins, as will be seen on reference to our Ckinsultations, to form 

.such 
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such a plan as to make it appear hereafter that tliey themselves directed tlm ship to move 
to Wham} Km ; but it is to be observed, the Mandarin deputed on this occasion was not to 
grant his sanction till he was convinced Captain ( ampbell could not disobey the orders of 
the Committt'e. The similarity of this attem]^t to influence commanders of ships to dis- 
obey the orders of the Committee, to that resorted to Mith the country trade in 1814, is 
too strong to reejuire any commerts, and no doubt will so forcibly aj^pear to your 
Honourable Court, as to insure a repetition of the ordei*s of this season, which we with 
pleasure take the o])portunity of acknowledging have been willingly attended to by com- 
maiulers of all vessels trading to this })ort, 

10. The (loneral Hewitt’s moving to Whain])oa was a satisfactory object gained, as 
there could no longcT exist any pretence for guarding her by armed boats. Her ])ro- 
(•ceding to Wliam})oa without o})positinri from the C'hinese, was |)leasing ; at the same 
lime, we had no cause on this occasion to a|>})rehciid resistance, from a conviction that the 
Viceroy Iiad t'xceeded his authority. AVe are not so confident that your Honourable 
Court will a|)j)rovc (d‘ our orders to return a fire ; hut on a deliberate consideration of 
the ])eeuliffl- case in which the Hewitt was ])laced, denied by the Chinese to belong to the 
merchant service, hut as having aeeom})anie(l the Kmbassy, was in their estimation a 
King’s shi}), we do trust your Honourable Court will consider us authorized to direct 
JV^istance in the event of an attack; and we should he wanting in our duty if we did 
not |M)int out to your Honourable (’ourt, that it is only from a belief that we dare not 
return a shot, that could ever induce the Viceroy, on his own responsibility, to (U’der 
such treatment. 

11. Our address to the Viceniy on the inovenient of the General Hewitt, had been four 
(lays in the Merchants' }iossession, and from most trifling excuses its presentation was 
(ielaved. At length this address, together with one to the Hop|)o, were relumed, and it 
was declared that these ollicers would not receive them. As far as concerned tJie (General 
Ile\N ilt, the delivery of tliis address was not mat('rial, further than the object of placing 
(iur sentiments and feelings on the records, if })rcserviKl, in China; but as the letters more 
es{)eeiallv entered into a defence of our conduct, and re(}uired some rejfly on the })oint of 
oiir addresses being received and answered, we deemed it our duty to proceed to the city 
gates, and in a few hours (’aj)tain Jameson assembled a party, and delivered the letter to 
a Mandarin at the gate of tlu' Viceroy’s })alace. 

12. AVe beg here to ex})ress oyr acknowledgments to Captain Jameson and the Com- 
manders who accoin])anied him, for their n'udy c(>m])liance with our wishes, and for the 
able and discreet manner in which th(»y were carried into effect. AVe have particularly 
to notice tlu^ conduct of Mr. Bannerman, who voluntecrcHl his services, and wlio.se 
knowledge of the language })roved highly beneficial on this occasiem. AVe have further 
to ex}>ress our satisfaction at the progress made by Mr. Bannerman, whose assiduity 
in eiulcavouring to accomplish this desirable object i4i highly pleasing to us, and crc<lit- 
able to himself. 

13. Having fully explained to your Honourable Court the measures pursued on this 
occasion, which we trust will be c^jnsidcred as carried to the utmost line of forbearance, 
we have to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court a most provoked and unjusti- 
fiable attack on us in the person of our Compradore. AVe must acknowledge it has not 

b^cn 
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lieen unusual for tl?c Mandarins to endeavour to terrify, or jierhaps rather to work on 
the feelings of tlie (Joniniittee, by similar acts of tyranny on their own subjects on several 
occasions; hut when conunitted in direct violation of the convention agreed to in 1814 by 
tlie present Viceroy, it will afford a convincing ]>roof of what little reliance can be placed 
on the Kdicts of the ollieers of the C’anton Government, much less on the promises con- 
veyed to us verbally by tlie Merchants. 

14. The ('oinjiradore w^as summoned to the city, and two Merchants dejiuted to the 
Tresident to ap{)rize him of the circumstance. In the presence of these Merchants, who 
must have been well awan* of the fate that awaited him, the CAnnpradore, consciiius of his 
innocence, declared liis wish to answer the summons. In a ftnv hours he w%ts beaten anil 
tortured in onier to draw from liim a confession of wdiat native had showTi the I’iUropeans 
the way to the V iceroy’s house. A reference to records of the frecpient visits made to 
the gates and witliiii the city, would prove the fallacy of such an attemj)! to cover deli- 
berate insult to the Committee, wdiich the Mandarins do not fail to resort to whenever 
they are unable to attach any blame to the C'ommittce itself. If sucdi a jiroceeding is not 
firmly resisted, it w ill become necessary to forego all communications with tlR‘* oflicers of 
Ciovernment. The Merchants are directed not to convt‘y our letters, and when carried hy 
Europeans to the city, directed there to be received by the laws of China, a C\jmj)ra- 
dure, entrusted with the charge of our treasury, is seized, beaten and tortured in a 
mamuT used only to the lowest criminal, lender these cin umstanccs, your Honourable 
(\nirt w ill perceive no respectable (iiiuese can be found to serve us. 

15. We have endeavoured by (‘very po.<sil)le means to obtain bis release, but it is with 
regret we state they have been ineffectual, and that the Mcrcliants have evinced an indif- 
ference on this occasiem highly discreditable to tliemscives. Wc have, howevcT, attended 
to their suggestion to remain (|uiet, umU r a belief that the object in vic‘w^ might be 
obtaivu'd : in the mean time, howx'ver, we deemed it iu‘cessary to jirepare the Cornwall 
as a jiacket, that, in the ev(?nt of trade being stojjpcd, we might sc'curc a conveyance for a 
statement of facts, to relieve your IlonourabU^ Court from the apprehensions occasioned by 
private reports. Delay Avas convenient in order to complete the cargo of the C’ornwall, 
and that object being aeeomplisbed, we have applied for the port clearance, stating as the 
motiv(‘s for tliis desjiatch, the necessity of apprizing the high authorities in England ?>f 
the cause of detention of the General Hewitt. 

Hi. On a review^ of our proceedings, we do eonfickntly hope your Honourable Court 
will be satisfied that forbearance has been carried to the utmost extent, and that an 
anxiety to jirevcmt embarrassment to his Excellency Lord Amherst, w^ill be deemed liy 
your Honourable C'ourt a sufficient reason for not resorting to such measures as are in our 
power, and w hich we believe might have brought this discussion to a close. What further 
remarks may be recjui.site on this subject, we shall have the honour to address in our Se- 
cret Department, and proceed to tho. details necessary on the despatch of the Cornw^all. 

21. Since writing the above paragraphs we received an Edict of the Viceroy, a transla- 
tion of which is forwarded in the extracts from our Consultations, and will no doubt evince 
to your Honourable Court the difficulty under which we labour in all negociations with a 
government so void of truth in all their proceedings, and whose Edicts and actions on no 
(Kicasion accord. Vour Honourable Court will observe the declaration of our address 
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having been j)resented by the Merchants, at the moment tliat our Compraclon^ is still in 
confinement, and has iind(?rgone the severest treatment from false accusation of havino 
conducted Europeans into the city. It is however a conclusive ar^imumt, that we coni* 
mitted no error in proct*eding to tlie city with our address, as it would have been readily 
seized as an net of delimjueney had it been contrary to the laws of China. TJie describing 
the CeiK^ral Hewitt as lying at the second liar, or rather affecting ignoranci' of her being 
at Whampoa, i.s a convincing proof, added to many, oftlie statements that are made on fill 
transactions with foreigners. Should any reply be necessary, which however at the present 
moment with some prospect of commencing the lading of the General Hewitt, may be 
doubtful, it will re(piire much consideration ; and it only remains to assure your Honour* 
able C'onrt, that however we must fe(‘l the continued insults in refusing our addresse.s, and 
the style of n ‘plying to them, together with the unjust seizure anti detention of t)ur Com- 
])radore, we shall (‘xert the utmost forbearance to jirevent any embarrassnuMit to the Em- 
bassy during its rt'sidence in (’anton. We beg however to suggest to your Honourable 
( ’ourt a h‘t ter from His Majesty’s Ministers to the Viceroy, warning him that a repetition 
of such acts must tend to break the bonds of amity so essential to both empires. 

22. W'c have now the pleasure to announce to your Honourable Court, that the Mer- 
chants havi‘ this morning pn'seiitetl an I'dict, stating that a reply has been reci ived frtan his 
Im})erial IVfajesty, granting the re(|uired cargo for the Hewitt, but clogged with provisoes 
from the Vicerov himself of an unpleasant nature. It is demanded that we should write 
an address, which may be considerc'd as a bond for the detention of the General Hew itt till 
the arrival of the Ambassador. We have assured th(‘ Merchants, that our w'ord having been 
once j)asse(L as has been done in our former letters to the Vicenyy and Hoppo, we shall 
never deviate, and that they may safely enter themselves into any security on this yioint. 
With respect to a positive' injunction to load the returned presents in the Hewitt, we have 
informed tht'in that their shipment will depend ('ntirely on the wdshes of the Ambassador. 
Hut Ave have ])eremptorily refused to write any letter ilictated to us by those oflicers of 
Government, who have declined receiving our several addresses, and obstinately ])er.sisted 
in not acknowledging us by replies, as agreed to in the year 1814. In this ])oint we feel 
c(’|didi‘nt vour Honourable Court will a])prove our .steady resistance: and the conduct of 
the Merchants this morning, throwing every impediment in the way of reconciliation, was 
such as to compel us expressly to state, that the present discussion has bei'ii carrie-d to a 
length, whicli their personal inllnence might liave prevented, liad not tin* two most wealthy 
Merchants conceived it an o])])ortunity of once more making themselves the channel of 
communication between Eurojieans and tlu* Government. 
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EXTRACT LETTER, in the Secret Department, Rom the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at C’anton to the Secret Committee of the Court ot Directors, dated 4th December 
181(5. 

Par. 8. We have the pleasure to inform your Honourable Committee, that our Com- 
pradore has at length been liberated, after a confinement of thirty-five days; he is much 
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disfigured, and evidently suffers great pain from tlie severe treatment he endured. The 
Linguist was released at the same time, hut the person called Along is still in confine- 
ment. We called on the Merchants to know if this man was detained in consequence 
of his vi.sil to the President, and they assured us on inquiry that his further detention 
arose from several serious complaints which had been ])referred against him by the vil- 
lage in which he resides ; of the nature of these complaints however they declared them- 
selves ignorant. It is with regret we observe that we do not consider ourselves in any 
Avay indebted to tlie Merchants, at least the three seniors, for this release; the apathy 
showui by them throughout this occurrence would lead to a confirmation of the accusa- 
tion against tliem in having been the primary cause of this seizure. 

0. \our Honourable Committee will observe in our Secret Diary of tlie2ith Novem- 
ber, a serious cause* of apprehension in the information which we havcj received of a pri- 
vate ortler from the Viceroy to the police magistrate, to seize several persons in our 
employ. We felt it our duty to prepare a letter on this subject, hut have received such 
assurances from the Merchants that lead us to hope this severe measure will not be pur- 
sued at present ; but at the same time we fear that, notwithstanding the 'Vonvention 
signed by the present Viceroy in Ibl i, it will he resorted to whenever the officers of 
(Government may find an o])portnnity of annoying. Unwilling to enter into discussions 
unnecessarily, we have withheld our remonstrance, and as a change is to take j>lace in 
one of the principal officers concerned in this measure, we trust the Merchants may 
prove successful in withdrawing the warrant. 

10. A .statement of our Public! Proeeetlings, as regarded tlie Ceneral Hewitt, was for- 
warded to the Honourable Court by the Cornwall. Our endeavours to remove the stigma 
thrown on a vessel attached to an important mission, and to carry into effect our orders 
in an early despatch of that ship, will, \vc hope, meet the approbation of your Honour- 
able Committee. We have since that lime })roeeeded cjuielly in the lading; but on 
tlie 2d instant tlie Merelianls delivered an Kdiet, wliieb they informed ns required 
a written assurance from the Committc'e that .she sliould wait tlie return of the Ambas- 
sador, and that room should he left for the presents ; the former demand intimalcnl a 
doubt of the Committee fulfilling their engagements, which could not he considered 
])ut a.s insulting and unwarrantable in men wdio inuvt know that the Committee had never 
deviated from their word. With respect to the j)resent.s, it liad been fully ex{)laine(l to 
them, that wliatevcr directions the Ambassador gave would be attended to, and they bad 
b»/en desired to stale the number of ships that were at our di.sposal. In reply they de- 
clared they had signed a bond, stating every particular, as directed by the Committee; 
but the officers of (lovennnent were apprehensive that when loaded, the Ceneral Hewitt 
would be despatelied : this insinuation W'as offensive, but W’c stated that wlicn w*e were 
satisfied of the contents of the Edict, it would be replied to. 

11. We were apprehensive, by fhe manner of the Senior Mcjchants, that more was 
implied tlian exj)re.ssed by them, and in the evening, the leas ordered for the General 
Hewitt were stopped. Thi.s was an act that broke every engagement; and we prepared 
a short huter to the Viceroy, observing, that as the orders of his Imperial Majesty wore 
di.sobeyed, it became our duty to follow the instructions of our Honourable Employers, 
an.d we had therefore to request tlie grand chop, iinle.ss she was permitted to continue 
her lading. W e ap])rized the Merchants of the eoiueius, and called on lliem to use their 

exertions 
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exertions to prevent any farther discussion. They were aware of th6 reasons of the delay 
in replying to the Edict, as all persons in our employ were fearful of attending ; hut 
w'hilst it was preparing it was their duty to prevent all irritating steps in their power, by 
proper explanation, to fulfil our wishes. Puankheqiia appeared to acknowledge the 
justice of our request, but Pinqua would not coincide, us they were of opinion no further 
cargo would lie permitted unless our bond was given. We presented this short address, 
and if their endeavours failed with the IIoppo, they might present it as our reply to the 
Edict. We learn to-day the letter has been received by the Viceroy. 

12. We should incur great risk ofcommitting ourselves ditl we venture an opinion on 
the reply to this letter; but as the General Hewitt is not far short of her cargo, we 
trust your Honourable C(»mmittee would approve of the measure of despatch, should 
the civdit of the nation require such a step. It only remains for us to assure your 
Honourable Committee, that it would not be resorted to but in the event of meeting 
such bostiie language or treatnuait as would render further forbearance censurable. 
And we would wish to impress on your Honourable Committee, that we do not at pre- 
sent apprrtiend any serious consequences. 
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EXTR ACT LET'^rEK in the Public Department, from the SELECT CX)M MI TTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated Pbh December 181 (>. 

Par. 3. It is with satisfaction we re[)orL to your Honourable Court, that a full lading 
has been permitted to the General Hewitt, on the condition that she remains till the 
arrival of his Excellency Lord Aiidierst. The delay that has occurred on this occasion 
has arisen I’rom the highly repreliensiblc conduct of the Senior Merchants, who. In a 
most insulting manner, refused to place confidence in our word. The Viceroy required 
a reply to his Edict, and the furlher security from the Merchants, that the (buieral 
Hewitt should be detained till the return of the Ambassador. 'J'hc reply to the Viceroy’s 
Edict was instantly prepared, and every assurance was given to the Merchants that it 
.shbuld be delivered to them whenever the oireiisive measure of stopf)iug the teas ordered 
to be shipped for the Hewitt was removed, a measure which we believe originated in 
their fears; but if it was determined by the officers of Government that no more cargo 
should be permitted, it became our duly to des})atch that ship immediately. 

4. After a discussion of several days, when the Merchants Ibimd us determined in 
our resolution of despatch, a proposal was made by one of them of an additional para- 
graph to our letter, the purport of which had been privately explained to him. llie 
object proposed to us was, the requesting the favour of un immediate despatch of the 
Hewitt, and a promise that two vessels should be detained for whatever articles his Ex- 
cellency the Ambassador might wish to send on board. This was readily admitted, but 
they were apprised that we did not bind ourselves to ship the presents. A propo.sition 
was at length made by the Merchants, whctlier, if all the forms of shipping the teas in 
dispute were accomplished, we would deliver the reply directly into their hands. This 
having been the sole preliminary required by us, was readily assented to, and we hoped 
no furlher discussion would be necessary. 

3 Z 2 
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6. The Mercliarils, liowever, returned with our letter and proposed several altera* 
tions, which seemed suggestions of their own ; and though apparently trilling in their 
nature, might have been turned to improper use; these were therefore refused. In this 
conversation, the intent of the Merchant in proposing the additional paragraph was 
discovered ; and had we been dependent on the Chinese for our translations, as in former 
days, when this Merchant conducted the ncgociutions with the olBcers of Government, 
we should have been made to promise that the Hewitt should await ilte arrival of the 
Ambassador; but that if his EKcellency despatched her immediately, two ships would 
be detained for the presents. This prevarication and attempt to overreach the Com- 
mittee led to an unpleasant discussion ; however, wc could but regret we were deceived 
in the support tliat had been promised by him, and that tlie paragraph had been inserted. 
Unless, therefore, we were permitted to withdraw^ this request, no alteration could be 
m«ade in the letter. 

(). The Senior Merchants jussembled the Juniors, and made a formal visit to the 
I'actory, the purport of which tlie President had previously learnt was lo obtain fresh 
assurances that the Committee were sincere in their intention of delaining'^ihe Hewitt. 
Having also been apprized that the Viceroy was satisfied with our reply, and only 
required the s(‘ciirity of the Merchants for its strict observance, tlieir hesitation on this 
point (which had Jed to the stoppage oi‘ the leas) was an insult that called for llu? 
strongest marks (^f our disfdeasure; and the President trusts your Honourable Court 
will approve of his refusing to converse further on this sulyect, or to summon the Com- 
mittee. 1I(' desired them, Mr. Urmston beijig present, to obey the commands of the 
Viceroy, or to jiresent the usual application lo the Hoppo for the port clearance, which 
he delivered lo the Head Merchant. They declined the latter alternative, and pro- 
ceeded to the city lo sign the required bonds. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 19lh December 1816. 

Par. 1. Wi: had last the honour lo address your Honourable Committee on the 4th 
November, and it is with satisfaction we report that our endeavours to obtain a full 
cargo for the Honourable Company’s ship General Hewitt, have been successful. 

2. It has been our intention on finding the arrival of the Ambassador did not lake 
place at the time appointed by the Viceroy, to request His Excellency would grant per- 
mission for the sailing of the Hewitt, on our pledging that two vessels should be reserved 
for whatciver articles his Excellency the Ambassador might wish to be shipped. We 
were ])rccipitated into this measure by a simihar proposition being made by one of the 
Merchants, and his anxiety for its insertion in onr letter led us to hope a favourable 
result. '^Die turn, however, that was intended to be given lo such application is fully 
detailed in our Public Letter by this opportunity, and most clearly evinces the necessity 
of encouraging, by every means, an obtainment of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese 
language. 
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(15.)— UKSFKCTINCil HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP ALCES'J’E. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMIU'l'EE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 8th November 1816. 

Par. 23. Wi: liave now to report to your Honourable Court the safe arrival of the 
Alcestc and Lyra on the 2d instant oil* Lintin. By letters rcc(fived from Captain 
Maxwell this evening, wc have reason to aj)prehend that the same hostile measures are 
proc*eediiig with His Majesty’s ships as was adopted with the General Hewitt ; however, 
as it is probable tliat as the discussion will occur without the Bogue, no material obstruc- 
tion is to be appreltcnded to our concerns, and we trust in a short time to be (‘iiahled to 
despatch to your I lonourable Court the early shij)s of the season with more authentic 
information. 


LETTER from Sir Theophilus J. Metcalfe, Hart., PRESIDENT of die SET.ECl 
COMMITTEE of Siipracargoes at Canton, to Thomas Reid, Esq., Chairman of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, dated Canton, the Kith Noveniher 1816, 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir: 

The American Consul called on me late this evening, to say, a fast sailing American 
vessel would he desjiaiched per Amsterdam lo-niorrow. To write a public opinion on 
tlic result of \Yednestlay night would be committing ourselves; but as exaggerate ! 
reports now flying about will reach England, it will prove satisfactory to yon to receive 
some particulars from me. On the arrival of the Alcestc, a Mandarin with a hliu* 
button went on board at Idntiii, slating himself to be deputed from the Viceroy ; he 
was civilly received. Captain MaxweJl requested him to convey bis wishes to thc’ 
V’^jccroy for entering the Bogue, and fair promises were given. In a day or two another 
Mandarin visited the Aleeste, who declared him.self to be deputed by the Viceroy. On 
Captain Maxwell observing he had already communicated with an officer of rank, who 
had promised to convey his wishes to the Viceroy, he was informed the first Mandarin 
was not authorized in what he liad done or said. Captain Maxwell instantly requested 
some proof by which he might ascertain on wluit authority he himself visited the slnp. 
The reply was given in strong assurances, and as a proof, he would instantly return to 
the Viceroy, and bring such an answer. Captain Maxwell desired him to fix a day, and 
be named five days hence, to wliieh the Captain objected, as being too long, but at 
length agreed, and describing his ship in distress frofn bad weather, stated the necessity 
of proceeding into smooth water witliin the Bogue. 'Phis man dejiarled, promising to 
return with a reply. Captain Maxwell remained quiet six days, receiving many insult^ 
to the British flag. Provisions were only to be proeiireu by the Compradores at night 
bringing tlieni on board. Armed boats, tliough keeping some distance, were stationed 
round her. These removed themselves in a few days, but were met again near Chunpee. 
The time being expired, the Alcesle weighed anchor, am! proceeded to CInmpoe. 8he 
. found 
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found stationed here a flotilla of boats, the Commander of which sent a low Chinese to 
order him to anchor, or a gun would be fired. The words had scarcely passed his 
mouth wlicn the threat was put in execution, and they fired several guns without shot. 
Captain Maxwell received it as a salute, and returned it with blank cartridge. Shortly, 
however, shot passed by from junks and the fort. You will readily, sir, conceive the 
feelings of a Captain of a British man-of-wur, who in this spot was committing no act 
that could give offence, for the ship was below the place where the men-of-war usually 
anchor. One shot fired over the Chinese Commandant’s head silenced these warriors, 
and Captain Maxwell feeling pity for the men, acting most probably under strict orders, 
did not continue. The wind failing, and tide nearly down, the Alceste was compelled 
to anchor; and here 1 must observe, that a Merchant told me this morning that this 
step was reported to be in consequence of the active exertions of the squadron. In the 
evening the wind proving favourable. Captain Maxwell weighed anchor, for having found 
the Chinese so determinedly hostile, it became necessary to support the honour of the 
flag, and to maintain the privilege granted to the Lion, by instantly proceeding witliin 
the Bogue. '^Fhe moment she weighed, a signal was made from the l)oats,'^^(iid 'lights 
displayed at all the forts, with a sharp cannonade from four forts, containing probably 80 
or 100 guns, two of which have been lately erected. Several shot struck tlie Alceste, 
two of which are at present in her bows, and it was impossible to carry forbearance any 
further. Captain Maxwell when sufficiently near the Ibrt.s, about half a musket shot, 
poured in his broadside ; the lights disappeared in a moment, and little more was heard 
from those on the starboard side; but a fort on the larboard, against which thc^ guns 
could nut be brought to bear, continued its fire for some time. The Alceste anchored 
at second bur without further molestation, and Captain Maxwell arrived in Canten this 
morning. Thus far is a short statement of tlu^ movement uf the Alceste, which will un- 
doubtedly give rise to many reports. We have now from the inferior C.«hines(i accounts 
from three to forty men killed ; hut from the manner in which the Senior Merchants 
behaved yesterday, when they declared their ignorance of any firing having taken place, 
and their readiness to place the ship in any }>orl, if she would retire in one day, I arn 
led to lielievc they will not admit the firing, and that they would willingly linsh up the 
encounter. 'I’his England cannot consent to, and believe me, sir, the acts of a \'lceroy 
will ever continue arbitrary and unjust, if not properly resisted. Tlie trade only re- 
quires a check on his conduct, and the extortion of other Mandarins at Canton, and I 
trust the cautions, judicious and firm condiicl of Captain Maxwell on this occasion, will 
lay the foundation of placing the Company’s iratle on a steatly footing, and receive that 
support from the Ministers and Court of Directors as will convince the Chinese the 
blood of Lord Anson still flows in the veins of Englishmen. I might be told, as Pre* 
sident of the Factory, these are not the sentiments 1 slioii Id promulgate ; in reply, J 
assert they are the sentiments held In prii^ate by every man who lias visited China in the 
last twenty years, and it is only to be regretted, the constant victories gained by a 
few Supracargoes should not have carried such conviction, as to make these sentiments 
more agreeable. I am aware they are not to be stated in a public letter, but as tbrough- 
oiit life 1 have never disguised my opinions, I feel it my duty to convey them in some 
manner. I have lost my most worthy father, and have not the honour of being inti- 
mately known (o any Director. I'init father introduced rne to you, and taught me, sir, 

to 
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to respect your character to a degree that has induced me, in a mixture of public and 
private, to convey the actual state of things in China. 

Now, my good sir, to the part we have taken in regard to the Alceste. With the 
Merchants I have declined all interference, and referred them to her captain. But, as 
was niy duty, I privately warned Captain Maxwell of the character of those he had to 
deal with. If he did not think the privilege established by the Lion, viz, entering the 
Boguc, a sufficient point to he attempted whilst any risk of discussion existed, I suggested 
a plan of proceedings for remaining without the Bogue ; but if he conceived the Ambas- 
sador wished, and his own judgment determined him that it shoultl be insisted upon, I 
then pointed out the fallacy of negociatinn, and tliat in China the act must he performed 
and al’lerwards discussed. Had any 1‘onnal application been maile, it would have been 
refused; not upon the laws of China, but the arbitrary pleasure of an hostile Viceroy, 
and any proceeding contrary to his expres.sed will and pleasure would have proved very 
serious. As it is, I do hope the Viceroy will discover his error throughout, and that no 
<!vil consequences may arise t<i our trade. In a fortnight I hope we niiiy despatch some 
with the result. From present appearances, I should boldly say, there is 
no cause for apprehension, but if 1 am mistaken, I should beg to plead, that the ma?i 
who can, in China, decidedly prophecy the actsof tlie morrow, is unborn. A few more 
words on myself. If these ideas sliould be held as too strong, 1 have only to request 1 
may be judged by my public acts, and I feel confident that no chit?f under whom I have 
served will scruple to say, the C’omf)any never had a more zealous servant. Througiiout 
my conduct in this present discussion, I condemn myself for forbearance; at the same 
lime, I act from instructions, and have only the alternative of endeavouring to convince 
ihc (.-om I, that absolute submission is not necessary. I trust 1 never shall be the cause 
of losing the trade, or, I hope, give the Company real cause to be offended witli me. 
Again apologizing for intruding myself on you, 

I remain, dear Sir, your’s most faithfully, 

(Signed) 'J'heok. J. Metcalfe. 
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i:X rRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated Itli December 
J816. 

Par. 2. Since we bad last the lionour to address the Honourable the Secret Com- 
mercial Committee by the Cornwall, His Majesty’s ship Alcesie has entered the river, 
and we beg to refer to our Public Consultations of* the I7th November for the state- 
ment which we received from Captain Maxwell of bis proceedings, and the hostile 
opposition of the forts at the Bogue, unjustifiable in its commencement, at Chnnpee, 
and we arc confident in no means warranted by any ordc'rs from bis Imperial Majesty. 
When it was known that the Alceste had entered the Bogue, we learnt that an Edict 
was published in the city, notifying that although unusual for King's vessels to enter 
the river, on tliis particular occasion permission had been granted. iSuch an assertion 

will 
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will be convincing to your Honourable Committee of the little reliance that can be 
placed on an}^ edict. 

8. Captain Maxwell on his arrival in Canton addressed a letter to the Viceroy, which 
was translated by Mr. Bannerman with the assistance of Mr. Ball, and it is with 
s Sliip pleasure we notice the satisfaction expressed by Captain Maxwell of the manner in 
■ wliich lliis translation was made. The letter was sent through one of the ('ompradores 

to the head Merchant by Captain Maxwell, with particular directions that he should 
deliver it with his compliments. The President had previously informed the Senior 
Merchants, that it would be delivered to them in this manner or by ('aptain Maxwell 
himself. It was at their own request that they became the bearers of the letter ; it 
however suited the purpose of Government that the Committee should be connected 
with this transaction, and consequently the Merchants did not scruple to assert they 
had received the letter from the President; our Coinpradore readily a})peared before 
the Merchants, and declared that he had never mentioned Sir T. Metcalfe’s name, but 
stated the letter was delivered to him by Captain Maxwell. Piiiqua and Puankhequa 
however firmly denied this, and claimed a right to belief from their both c<^tcu.'”rio^'rJn 
the assertion ; we are, how'cvcr, confident the C'ompradore would iH)t have ventured to 
appear before them in tliis manner, had he not strictly obeyed the injunctions given 
him. Any altercation must liave led to a very serious dispute, but we have thought it 
our duty to report it to your Honourable C’omrnittec, as a proof of the deceits which 
are practised in all ncgociations with this Government. 

4. This conduct came to our knowledge by our permitting Puankhequa to read an 
address from the Viceroy to the Merchants, which directed them to apprize lh<^ 
Prevsident for the information of the British ('aptain, of his answer to Captain 
Maxwell’s letter, the preamble of which slated the letter had been delivered to them 
by the President. In the course of tlie reading of this document, to which W'e had 
consented as a private communication, we fully discovered ilieir intention of reporting 
to ilie Viceroy that his orders had been obeyed; we thenTore stopped tlteir further 
proceedings, and w'c trust your Honourable Committee w ill approve of our determina- 
tion not to interlere in this discussion. 

5 . It a})pcured by the extracts read to us, that the \’iceroy had omitted such purls ol‘ 
Captain Maxwells’ letter, the terms whicli might eillu r he offensive to the Ciovern- 
ment^ or more particularly pointed out the unjustifiable acts of hostility; the defence 
set up for the conduct of the officers of the forts was alleged to arise from the hasty 
])rocee(ling in entering the Bogue, which did not permit the receipt of his orders, said 
to have been published on that very day', in the Kdict to which wc have alluded in the 
2d Paragraph. We do not hesitate to express our firm belief that no success would 
have attended negociation, and that but for the judicious and firm conduct of Captain 
Maxwell, the })rivilege granted in'lTRS^ould not liave becai preserved. 

(>. Although we liad informed the Merchants that no C aptain in His Majesty’s Navy, 
employed on so important a mission, could receive an answer addressed to Merchants, 
they proceeded to visit Captain Maxwell, who, as cxf)ected, refused to see them. 1’hey 
afterwards sealed the paper, and sent it by a Coinpradore, whicli was returned, and on 
ov*r pointing out the impropriety of such a proceeding, they declared the order from 
the \'iceroy is so positive, that they must endeavour, by all means in their pow'er, to 

obtain 
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obtain its reception: we have assured them this is unavailing, and wf tlie answer is not 
given in a respectful manner, it is not required, hut Captain Maxwell will probably 
again address the Viceroy. 'I'lie Lyra brig anchored at the second bar without niolesta* 
lion ; |)ilots were offered, and every mark of attention shown on passing through the 
Bogue. 


(b.) 

K cilress 
(b'ievances. 


of 

t'vnc 


His Sill 

A Ices to. 


— DlSCrsSlONS W IVU TIIK GOVKRNMKNT OF CAXTON SK VSOX lrl7-lS. 


EX LEr i ER in the Public Department, from the SELECT C OMMi r i EE 

of Sii[)raeargoes at Canton to tlie (^ourt of Directors, dated 8lh J>ecembcr 1817. 


Par. 62 . In the course of last summer, an attack, of an unusually daring and 
?\trocious nature, was made by a party of (’hinese upon the American ship Wabash, 
while aJ^»<rtchor in Macao Roads, by which several American seamen wert' killed, 
^roja rty in opium, dollars and articles of lesser value, was carried off We thaMiied it 
proper to address tlur Ciovernment upon this occasion, to give w(.*ight to the representa- 
tions of tlie Consid of the United States upon a subject whieli involv(‘d the interests ol' 
all for(*ign nations trading to C hina. A nimiber of the robb(‘rs wert‘ shortly an ested, 
togc‘ther with considerable part of their booty: three of the former unilerweiit eajiilal 
punishment at Canton ; the opium being a prohibited artich* was orderial to br 
d(\stroyed, but the money was restored to the: commander of the ship, who was cal)(‘(l 
before the Quangchow Poo, and dismissed with a reprimand for apptairing upon the 
coast of China with a jtrohibiled article, by w hich be bad subjected himself to a punish- 
ment, though it was remitted in this instance as an act of clemency. 

63. "Die captains of the counlry ships then re(*ently arrived appea](‘d to u$ for 
instructions for their guide : the qiiestion was one of peculiar delicacy. Nations in 
general must be admitted to possess the riglit of regulating their commerce according to 
their separate views of policy; but China forms an exception to civilized countries, 
w^jcre trade is regulated hy treaties. Foreigners have, equally with natives, tlie 
protection of tlie laws. When custom is invariably referred to by one ])arty as the rule 
of action, it is but equitable that the atl vantages of that test should be reciprocal. 
Viewed in a prudential light, the admission of the iiovc:lty altompled to be imposed by 
the Merchants w'as greatly to be deprecated, as the records of the official year 18(KM)1 
prove, that a conspiracy to attach tlie charge of smuggling to an obnoxious Fifing is 
within the ingenuity of the Chinese. Upon reviewing the circumstances likely to arise 
from the admission of the bond by foreigners, we resolved to oppose the measure 
rigorously, issued orders to the commanders of all country ships, forbidding the 
signature of any such instrument ; after a conftderable delay, and some correspondence 
with the Merchants, the measure was abandoned by them, and trade resumed as 
formerly. 

64. Transactions had scarcely taken their usual course, when threats of an intention 
on the part of the Chinese Govern inent to search all ships in the river, occasioned a 
second appeal to our Board from the captains of country ships. The same reasoning 

4 A which 


DlSCHSSloH.s 

wit!t Canton 
( i»)\ ( rnmcni 
ISt'ason 



SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


( IIINA PAPERS. 

(E.) 

Redress of 
( irifvances, 6cc. 


Discussions 
with Canton 
(iovernmenr. 
Season i 817- IS. 


whicli against gciioral principles justifies opposition to the enactments of this Govern- 
ment, in the instance mentioned above, imposed it as a duty upon us to manifest a 
determination to unite the force of the British trade, to resist an innovation which 
would entail very serious impediments upon the trade between India and China. Tlie 
removal of Ilis Majesty’s frigate Orlando from Lintin to Chunpee, joined with the 
|)iil)licity of the resolution to resist a search, we believe had a due effect, and the 
apprehensions of the attempt being made gradually disappeared. 


( 17 .)— DISCUSSIONS WITH THE COVERNMENT OF CANTON.— SEASON lSi>0-lir2i. 


Chinese killed by an Officer of the Company’s Ship London. 

LE'ETERfrom the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 7lh December 1820. " 

Stasoii Par. 1. We avail ourselves of the departure of the American ship Ophelia, bound 

I )eati» nl\i Chinese, direct to Cowes, to address your Honourable Committee previously to our closing our 
despatches to England by the Honourable Company’s ships Orwell and Scaleby ( astle, 
which will sail in a few days. 

2. We think this indispensably necessary lest information from other quarters should 
be received in England before those ships arrive, which may create alarm and appre- 
hension to the Honourable Court, from the unfortunate occurrence of a ( hinese having 
l)ceii killed at Whampoa on the 27th ultimo, whereby we have been involved in a dis- 
cussion with this Government, and which at one lime led us to apprehend the most 
serious embarrassment to the Honourable Company’s trade in China. 

3. A your Honourable Committee will very shortly be in possession of our detailed 
])rocccdings, we .shall confine ourselves to a brief slaleinent of the facts which cau.sed this 
unfortunate oceiirrence, the steps adopted by the Chinese authorities in consequence, 
and the remai kable and singular circumstances which have been fortunately combined 
to bring about a favourable and speedy termination of the difficulties which Jiave 
threatened the Honourable Company’s interests at this port ; the details of our pro- 
ceedings upon this important subject Ave shall forward by the Honourable Company’s 
ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle. 

T. On the 27tli ultimo a boat from the Honourable Company’s ship London, wdth 
Mr. Pigott, fifth officer, and six men, proceeded up a branch of the river some distance 
from the shipping, for the purpose of procuring water; during their passage up to the 
watering place, as appears from tlie depositions of the seamen, they were assaulted with 
^tones, and also experienced (as is but too common) much abusive language from the 
(diincse on the l)ank.s of the river; a shijfs musket had been unfortunately put into the 
l)oal, and Mr. Pigott, in order to intimidate the Chinese, on one occasion discharged 
it loaded with peas in the direction of a party consisting of men and boys wlio were thus 
irritatii^ him ; att(*r an interval he loaded the gun with what is supposed he believed 
was a Wank cartridge, and on another occasion of abuse and much pelting, he discharged 
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11 a second time so loaded, intending to fire it over tlie Iieads of the*insiilting parties ; it 
a}>pears he was not aware that he liad struck any of the Chinese by these shots; and it 
is stated by the seamen in the boat that they conceived no dangerous consetjiieiiccs had 
ensued. Having completed their watering trip, they returned late at night to llit 
London. 

5. It has since apj)eared that both lliese shots took efiect, the first by slightly wound- 
ing thre(‘ boys, and the last by occasioning the death of a man. 

(). Some Chinese who were near the spot at the lime, in order to ascertain who were jiliot a Cliinese 
those who shot the man, pursued the London’s boat, and having traced her alongside, 
proceeded at once to the Mandarin of the district, and iodgi*d a complaint against that 
ship, with all the circumstances of this unfortunate event; the result of this was an olli- 
cial communication from the Ihian-hu-Hien to the Merchants, recapitulating the cir- 
cumstances, and directing immediate iiKpiiry to be made for the olfendcj-s, and the 
nation to which they belonged. This offieial document, dated on the 2(1 December, 
was communicated to us by the Merchants on the morning of tlie 29lh ultimo, and was 
theJirst,M»liihation we had of this unfortunates occurrence. 

7. The delay that thus occurred before we weire made actpiaintcd with the circum- 
stance, and the advanced progress the affair had arrived at in the knowledge of the offi- 
cers of Government, rendered it difficult, if not impossible, to silence its further progn^ss 
by pecuniary bribes, but we lost no time in trying ihcir elficaciy, and succeeded so far 
with the family of the deceased Chinese, in (juieliiig the expression of their feelings, and 
neutralizing their evidence, as to make it appear this unfortunate occurrences was 
wholly unintentional ; and we sent off an express to Macao for Dr. Morrison, who 
was absent with our permission, but whose immediate presence now became indis- 
pensable. 

8. As we Averc assured a discu.ssion with the Government was inevitable, and that 
their demand for an investigation into the .affair anil surrender of thi^ offending party 
would be perenijitory, we lost no time on the 30lli ultimo in appointing a Commiuee of 
Commanders, to proceed instantly to Whampoa to iiKjuire into the eirenmstances, and 
make a re]K)rt of their proceedings to us in writing. 

fl. On the 1st instant the Puan Yuc Hcen, Magistrate of the M'hatn]>oa district, pro- 
ceeded down to Whampoa, and, with the accustomed formality, held an impicst on the 
[)ody of the deceased Chine.se ; and having conijileted the depositions taken on this 
occasion, he forwarded his report to the higher aulhorities ; it arrived in due courses to 
the knowledge of the Viceroy^ who, jointly ^viih the Hoppo, issued an Edict addressed 
to the Merchants, dated the 2d instant, reipiiring them without delay to acquaint the 
English Chief with these occurrences, and directing instant measures to be taken for 
investigating the affair, and apprehending tlie offender. This Edict was communicated 
to us privately the same evening, and on the following morning, the 3d instant, wc 
received it from the Merchants officially, it was also coupled with another Edict from 
the Puan-yuc-heen, stating that the business now assumed a more atrocious aspect, for 
it had been ascertained that tlirec boys had been wounded on the 2Tth ultimo, besides 
the Chinese who had been shot; it further added, that as this affair was traced to have 
been committed by persons belonging to the London, all commercial intercourse would 
be suspended with that ship until the offending j)artics were delivered over to tluaii fdr 
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trial and judgment i no suspension, however, of the general commercial intercourse, 
or interdiction to the departure of ships took place* 

10. From the Report of the Committee of Commanders we could obtain but very 
vague information as to the facts which led to this unfortunate affair, but we received 
the certain intelligence that Mr. Pigott, the fifth officer of the London, was missing, 
and we have since learnt that he absconded on the 1st instant. 

1 1. Immcdinlely on receiving this intelligence, we directed strict search to be made 
for Mr pigott in all British ships in the port, with directions for his apprehension, 
which however proved fruitless^ 

12. Dr. Morrison arrived at Canton on the 3d, and by his valuable assistance and 
thorough knowledge of the Chinese language, we were speedily put in full possession of 
the tenor of the demands made by this Government ; but as on so important and serious 
a subject it would be imprudent to be precipitate in our reply to the Viceroy, we 
informed the Merchants we must deliberate upon it, and form an answer on the follow- 
ing day. 

13. Although Mr. Pigott's having absconded relieved us from all apptebygpsion ot 
the necessity that might otherwise have existed for our submitting to his being exaniineu, 
and perhaps convicted of an offence which our laws might probably consider as man- 
slaughter, but which those of China would treat as capital, we were unavoidably exposed 
to great difficulties and embarrassments ; for the idea of a criminal having escaped, how- 
ever great the opportunity afforded him for so doing, was an occurrence which the 
Chinese authorities could never publicly avow as possible. 

14. In this dilemma, while deliberating on the measures it would be necessary for us 
to adopt, an event took place onboard the Honourable Company’s ship Duke of York, 
at Wiiumpoa, as unexpected in its occurrence as it was likely to prove favourable in its 
consequences in putting an immediate termination to our difficulties. 

15. An express reached Canton late on the night of the 3d instant, informing the 
President that on that day, shortly after an officer and party were on board the Duke of 
York charged with our orders to search after and detain Mr. Pigott, the butcher of that 
ship had suddenly cut his throat with a razor, and instantly expired. The first idea that 
suggested itself to the officers at Whampoa was to carry the corpse of this unfortunate 
man to the London, and affirm that it was the remains of the fifth officer of that ship. 
It was finally, however, arranged that no measure should be taken without our previous 
knowledge. 

16. We determined upon ordering that the body should not be removed from the 
Duke of York ; for great os the temptation was to avail ourselves of this most singular 
and remarkable coincidence to delude the Chinese Government with the idea that the 
person who had thus committed suicide was actually one of the persons in the London's 
boat on the 27th ultimo, and that^he had been induced to commit violence upon him- 
self from the dread of his impending fdte, and a sense of deep remorse at the unfor- 
tunate events of that day, we did not conceive it would be consistent either with our 
own feelings or the character necessary to be maintained by the representatives of the 
British nation in this country, to affirm in writing a statement not founded in truth. 

17. 'As, however, the Chinese Government might choose to avail themselves of such 
;i subterfuge (and we were informed the Viceroy would gladly embrace it), we considered 
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it our duty, under the embarrassments we might otherwise be plabed in, to facilitate 
rather than impede an inference to be drawn from the above circumstances which 
might enable them to satisfy the forms of justice. 

18. We accordingly, on the 4th instant, addressed a short note to the Merchants, the 
substance of which, at their request, on the subsequent day, we embodied in an address 
lo the Viceroy, copy of which we have the honour to enclose, and which we trust will 
meet with the approbation of your Honourable Committee. 

19. The result of the letter we thus addressed to his Excellency was an order from 
him for the Quang-chow-foo, and two Mandarins of rank, to proceed with the Merchants 
to Whampoa, to investigate the causes which led to the suicide of the butcher, and to 
investigate the boat’s crew of the London. 

20. On the 6th instant the above-named officers of Government proceeded on board 
the Duke of York on duty, and having examined the corpse of the butcher, and 
satisfied themselves that he had himself put a period to his existence, they summoned 
the six seamen who w^ere in the London’s boat on the 27 th ultimo before them, for 

^tl^ pyj^iWb^e of obtaining their evidence as to the facts of the occurrences of that 
day. 

21. This evidence, with a statement of all that took place on board the Duke of 
York before the Mandarins, is fully detailed in our records, w^hich will be forwarded by 
ihe Honourable Company’s ship Orwell, having been communicated to us by Mr. 
Smith, wHb, in conjunction with Captains I.arkins, Patterson, and Adams, had been 
directed by us to be present. 

22. Referring your Honourable Committee to these records, we shall refrain in the 
present despatch from entering more fully into the evidence, further than to state that, 
as expected, it was entirely fabricated for the occasion, and having been corroborated 
by the six seamen, and the friends of the deceased Chinese having satisfied the forms 
of justice, the Mandarins left the sliip. 

23. Thus has the Honourable Company’s Trade been relieved from serious impending 
embarrassments, although we cannot, strictly speaking, justify the means adopted to 
bring about this favourable issue, we trust, with the knowledge we possessed of tlie 
Chinese officers of Government being willing to lend themselves to the deception, that 
we shall not incur the disapprobation of your Honourable Committee for countenancing 
an expedient which has thus speedily brought about a termination of the difficulties 
which threatened the Honourable Company’s interest in this port. 


extract letter in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 29tli December 1820. 

• 

Par. 6. Shoutly after the termination of flie discussions respecting the death of the 
Chinese^ it was intimated to us by Pinqua that it might be a very politic measure to 
expedite as much as possible the departure of the London and Duke of York. The 
force of this suggestion was immediately acknowledged, and it has since derived addi- 
tional confirmation from a trifling occurrence a few days ago, which, however, has 
fortunately failed of the intended object. 
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7. We are inforilied that a military graduate recently returned from Pekin, on 
hearing of the proceedings in the late case of homicide^ conspired with tliree or four 
other men to reverse the proceedings, on the ground that tlie man who committed 
suicide was not the murderer ; to effect this they sought out the aged father of the 
deceased Chinese, and instructed him to write out a declaration that he was not satisfied 
with the late proceedings. Whilst engaged in preparing this document, the Whampoa 
magistrate (the Pwan-yu-heen), suddenly came upon the party and seized Uiem. He 
obtained from the old man an affirmation that he had been excited to write the statement 
in question, and taught how to word it ; and upon a report being made to the Fooyuen, 
he ordered that the parties implicated should be prosecuted with rigour, as exciters to 
litigation. 

12. The late attempt to revive the proceedings, has, no doubt, originated in the hope 
of extorting money from the persons connected with the foreign trade. We trust, 
however, that as the attempt has met the decided reprobation of the Fooyuen, no 
further molestation need be apprehended from any persons in this district ; and botli 
the ships, as also Mr. Pigott, will have been removed before any advices can 
from Pekin on the subject. 


(18.)-COMPANy'S TRADE STOPPED BY THE CANTON CtOVERNMENT, lU CONSE- 
QUENCE OF SOME CHINESE BEING KILLED BY PART OF THE CREW OK 
HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP TOPAZE. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d January 1822. 

Sto})|)aKc of Par. 2. In the letter which we had the honour to address to the Honourable the 
( ()nij)ar)y 'J rade. Secret Committee on the 24 th instant, by the packet of the Windsor (duplicate of which 
we now enclose), we stated the unpleasant occurrence which had taken place at Lintin 
between Ilis Majesty’s ship Topaze and the Chinese inhabitants of that island, and 
which has resulted in the death of two of the Chinese. 

3. The particulars of the affair were communicated by a report from Mr. Hamilton, 
the first Lieutenant of the Topaze, to Captain Richardson, a copy of which was handed 
to us by the latter officer, with a letter from himself to us on the occasion. Copies of 
these letters were made numbers in the Windsor’s packet, and we have now the honour 
to forward duplicates of them, together with copies of the most important documents 
which have passed on this occasion. 

4. As soon as the Windsor was laden and ready for sea, we deemed it prudent to get 
her out of the river without delay. Consi^ring it however imporfjant to have it in our 
power, if possible, to furnish the Honourable Court by her with information of the pro- 
bable result of the unpleasant event which had occurred, we considered it advisable to 
detain her a few days at Lintin for that purpose, and she has accordingly remained at 
that anchorage, waiting our final despatch to England. As the lading of the Repulse 
and Farquharson has since been effected, and their grand chops have not been withheld. 


we 
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we have it in contemplation to despatch the Windsor forthwith, and a)iall have the honour — — 

to forward by her the whole of the proceedings of the Lintin affair. ( 

5. When in the early stage of the unpleasant aflfair at Lintiii, we ascertained that the Grievances ^ Lc 

Honourable Company’s concerns were likely to be involved in consequence, we were ’ 

anxiously engaged in pointing out to the local government, through the medium of the Stoppage ol 

Merchants, the injustice of implicating the Honourable Company’s affairs in a trans- Trade, 

action wherein His Majesty’s ship alone had been engaged, in repeating what we had on Chinese, 

so many occasions already stated, how totally unconnected we were with the King’s ships, 
and how completely and positively they were beyond our authority and control ; and 
that therefore we trusted we should be exempted from all embarrassment on this account. 

G. We regretted to find all our endeavours in this mode unavailing, and as soon there- 
fore as the suspension of our trade was officially announced to us, we considered it proper 
to address the Viceroy a temperate representation of the situation in which we were 
placed. 

7. Your Honourable Court will pei’ceive, by the Edict of the Viceroy issued in reply 
^o^V! 5 ,*»»jprescntation, that our appeal to him failed in producing the desired effect, and 

that his Excellency (who is at this time holding iu himself pro tempore the seals of office 
of Viceroy, Fooyuen, and lloppo) has unequivocally declared, that he holds the Honour- 
able Company’s representatives responsible for the affair at Lintin. 

8. The tone and temper assumed by the Viceroy, and the footing on which he con- 
siders the flfffair, are fully manifested by his Edicts on the occasion, and we are concerned 
to say the trade continues suspended, nor is it in our power at this period to surmise 
what is likely to be the result of the very embarrassing situation in which we arc placed. 

9. We beg to assure your Honourable Court, that every possible exertion on our part 
shall bo used to remove the difficulties in which wo have been unfortunately placed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 5tli January 1822. 

Par. 4. By the Windsor, wo have now the honour to forward the whole of our proceed- 
ings thus far relative to the unpleasant occurrence at Lintin, whereby your Honourable 
( ’ourt will fully perceive the very embarrassing situation in which the Honourable Com- 
pany’s affairs and representatives have been placed on that account, and the pertinacity 
with which the Viceroy of Canton continues to hold them responsible for the transactions 
of his Majesty’s ship. 

5. We have been daily encouraging the hope, that the Viceroy might be induced to 
relax in his very unreasonable demands, and that he would besides have deputed an officer 
of Government to the Topaze, for the purpose of negotiating the existing difficulties with 
Captain Richardson himself, a measuro^ the propriety of which we have most earnestly 
pointed out to the Merchants, and one which your Honourable Court will perceive we 
suggested to the Viceroy, in our address tp him of the 29th ultimo, and which we have 
again requested of him in our address of yesterday. 

G. Finding 
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6. Finding that all our efforts to extricate ourselves from our very eiiiharrassiiig situ- 
ation were vain, and as it is impossible to calculate on what conduct the Viceroy may not 
pursue in his present tone and temper, we considered the period had arrived when some 
actual steps should be taken on our part, which would manifest to the Chinese our deter- 
mination to resist, by the best means in our power, the injustice of their demands. 

7. We have, therefore, applied through the Merchants for the usual permission t ) 
embark the Honourable Company’s treasure, and have fixed on Monday next, the 7th 
instant, for sending it down to the Honourable Company’s ships at Whampoa, and boats 
from the several ships will accordingly be ordered up for the conveyance of the treasure 
on that day. 

8. It is impossible to say what may be the effect of this measure, but should no advance 

from tlie Chinese tow'ards an adjustment of the present difficulties arise from it, and 
affairs continue in their present posture, we shall at least have the satisfaction of placing 
the Honourable Company’s property out of difficulty and danger, and. consequently » 
be less shackled should circumstances unfortunately compel us to resort to ulterior mea- 
sures. ' 

9. Not having heard from Captain Richardson, we are unaware of what his intentions 
are, and without some knowledge of them it Is impossible for us to come to any fixed 
determination as to the line of conduct to be pursued. Your Honourable Court, how- 
ever, may rely, that we shall not adopt any precipitate measures. 

10. In consequence of the two Edicts of the Viceroy of the 31st ultimo# and the 2d 
instant, we have considered it advisable to try the effect of another temjierate address to 
him, and we shall feel exceedingly rejoiced if it produces any alteration in the Viceroy’s 
present, inflexible conduct ; two or three days, however, may, in all probability, elapse 
before this can be ascertained. 


EXTRACT LE7TERin the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th January 1822. 

Par. 1. Our last address to your Honourable Court was dated on the 5th instant, at 
w hich period wx' entertained hopes that our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of Can- 
ton of the 11th instant, might have brought about some arrangement that w^ould lead to 
a termination of the unfortunate discussions in which we have been involved with the local 
authorities of this province, in consequence of the affair at Liiiliii. 

2. It is with regret we have to observe, that his Excellency has remained unmoved by 
our representations, and instead of listening to our suggestions of deputing some officer 
of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, has persisted in his unjust demands, 
and evinced the most inflexible determination in all his Edicts, either to have the mur- 
derers (as he terms them) delivered up*^rom the Topaze for trial and judgment, or to 
hold US individually responsible, should they be withheld any longer by Captain 
Richardson. 

3. This threatening language of his Excellency the Viceroy, so undeviatingly persisted 
in and so often repeated, at length compelled us, for our more perfect security, to retire 

o to 
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to otir dilps; we atjcopclingrly, on tlie'lltli fnatant, in tho moriiing, ' p^bce^clt^a flith the ^V) 

whole Factory to the ships at Whamjioa, having pii^feviously embarked the treasure, and Redress of 

delivered ovOr tbe Factories and thO pl^pMy th them to the charge of the Merchant Grievances, t^c. 
into whose hands we at the same time placed a letter, which we had drawn up for ihe then 
officers cf the Viceroy, Fooyuen end Hoppb, explariiitory of the Causes of our depar« Coinpan^Miade. 

^^**’®* • ■ . Death of a Chinese. 

4. The decisive measure of the British Factory having retired from Canton, coupled 

with the temi>erate but firm language in which we* explained our reasons for so doing to 
his Excellency the Viceroy, induced that Mandarin to reconsider the motives which had 
dictated his conduct towards us, and on the day following our departure, he directed the 
Merchants to proceed to Whampoa, and verbally assure us that the threat of our per- 
s 'lud responsibility would no longer be insisted upon ; but having great reason to dis- 
credit the assertions of the Merchants, wo required them to bring us a written reply to 
our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of (he 10th instant, bofbre wc could be induced 
to think of returning to Canton, or indeed to listen to any overtures. 

^ y^i^X)«F*lhe 12th instant the Merchants agaiu returned to us, bringing with them an 
Edict, addressed to them by the Viceroy, for our information, the purport of which was 
to remove the threat of personal responsibility from us, but still to hold it over the Com- 
pany’s trade, in the event of the foreign murderers” from Captain Richardson’s ship 
iu)t being forthccniing for trial and judgment. 

G. The tenor of this communication, written with the view to bring us back to Canton, 
but evincing in plain terms a determination to renew the discussion, and again to inter- 
dict the trade, was not sufficient to induce us to alter our resolution of proceeding down 
the river ; we accordingly hai’C arrived with the whole of the Honourable Company’s 
ships at this anchorage ; but before adopting further measures, we shall await the reply 
of the Viceroy to our letter of tlie 13th instant, in answer to his communication above 
alluded to. 

7. Wc have reason to expect that this letter to his Excellency, when he sees the entire 
impossibility of our acting in the settlement of the Lintin aflbir, may have the eflect of 
inducing him to depute some officer of Government to confer witli Captain Richardson, 
and thus devise some method of accommodation. The Merchants left us on the 13th 
instant, intending by every means in tlieir power to recommend this course of proceeding 
to his Excellency the Viceroy, and we are in great hopes that by this means the present 
unpleasant discussion may speedily be brought to a close, and that we may be enabled to 
resume our commercial transactions without risk of further impediment, 

8. We feel it impossible to convey to your Honourable Court in the short compass t f 
a letter all the r^bning and argument which lias governed our conduct throughout this 
very arduous and importaiit negociation, we therefore respectfully beg to refer your 
rionourable Court to tlie detailed account of ^ur preceediiigs, wdiich we now forward 
per tlie iibnburable Company’s ship Windsor, from tlie period of their commencing 
(IWli Becembei' last) to the present date ; and from this '' Statement” your Honourable 
Court will be enabled to form an accurate idea of the very embarrassing situation in 
ivhich we have been placed. 


4B 
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at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th January 1822. 
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I\ir. 2. By the Honourable Company’s ship Farqiiharson, which we do not deem it 
advisahle to detain any longer in C’hina, we now transmit a continuation of our proceed- 
ings up to the present date ; and it is with sincere regret we have to inform yourllonour- 
ahlc Court, that, so far from any termination of our discussions having been efiected 
witli the (’anion Glovernment, we have been reduced to the necessity of removing the 
Hononral)l(‘ Coni])any’s ships through the Bocca Tigris, as the \"iceroy has apparently 
placed such an insnperahle bar to all hope of accommodation, by exacting conditions 
which it is utterly inijiossihle for us to perform. 

3. So far from tfio Viceroy’s actpiicscing in the re(|uest we made to him, of deputing 

some authorised ofTicer of Govenmient to Cf)nfer with Captain Richardson, we had the 
nioi tifieation to r('ceiv(‘ from that Mandarin a re[ietitioii of his unjust demands, exjiressed 
in llie most miequivoeal terms, in his ICdIct to the Hong Mereliants for our 7* 

under date the lOth January. 

4. The Hong Merchants, when they delivered this doe.uinent into our liaiuls, expressed 
their regret at the mifavourahlc terms in which it was couched ; but they assured us, that 
although th(' Viceroy was eonipelled in his oflieial papers to persist in his diunands, he 
was in reality desirous to avail himself of any opening b)^ nhich he could, witli the 
appoaraiico of propriety, Jidjust the jireseiit embarrassing discussion; and with this view 
the Hong Merchants suggested to us the ex})e<liency of using o\ir influence with C’a]>taiu 
Ricliardson, to persua<h‘ him, in compliance with the allusion made in the hitter p.irt of 
the \ iceroy’s Edict of the Hith instant, to a(hlress us, signifying his inability to settle 
the Lintin a/Tair ; hut tliat he would, on Ins iH'turn to llaigland. report it to his Sove- 
reigji, nhcMi it nouhl be pros(?euted according to law. 

5. Altliough former, and indeed daily expi'rience, has taught us that no reliance is 
to he placed in the assertions of the Merchants ; and although we had in the outset of 
the j)reseiit discu.ssioii most positively declared that we could not iuteifere between Cap- 
tain Richardson and tlie Chinese authorities in an affair so peculiarly their own, we were 
induced, in c(>nsideraf ion of the vast importance attendiiig an adjustment of the Lintin 
affair, to credit the assertions of tlu* Alen-hauts, and to depart from the ground we had 
originally taken, by consenting, in compliance with their suggestions, to address Captain 
Richardson, stating their |)ropositiou, and leaving it to his judgment to acejuiesce in it 
or not. 

(). Ca[)taiii Richardson, willing to avail Iiimself of any opening by which he could, 
consistejitly with his duty, bring about a renewal of the suspended commerce of the 
Com})any, eonsented to comply with fhe^suggostioii of the Hong Merchants, and wrote 
us a letter founded thereon, which we lost no time in incorporating in a letter to the 
Hong Merchants, and delivered into tlnur hands. 

7. The Hong Merchants wished us to addres.s this letter to the Viceroy ; but to this 
we could not consent, as that Mandarin had j)lacod oiir correspondence under such re- 
strictions, by his Edict of the 16th instant, that any addre.ss to him would be quite un- 


availing 
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availing. At the; eiilrctily, however, of the Merchants, received agaAi from tjiem after 
their return to Canton, we conceded that, point, in order that no impediment might stand in 
the way of the ,proj)osed mode of adjustment,- and‘ addressed j.lie Viceroy on the 20th 
instant, enclosing Caj>tain Kichardson’s statement. 

S. "J1ie intervention of the (diinese new year on the 2 )m 1 instant, prevented our receiving 
any official communication in reply ♦o our address to the Viceroy for several tbys; hut 
on tin' 2r)th instant, the Merchants again came down to the second bar, bringing with 
them an Indict, to their address from the Viceroy, under date the 22d insfant, wliicli ])ur- 
]>orted to l)e an answi'r to our last address to that Mandarin, tin' tenor of which, *while 
it clearly proved the falsity of the Merchants’ suggestions, was iiothiug more than h rei- 
teration of tile unjust d(‘iiiands of the Viceroy. 

0. Undt'r such eircii'instances, and (n)nsTd4?ring it hut too e\ idont from the general tenor 
of lii'^ hidict , that the ^ ic.eroy was decidedly averse to any sort of aceoimnodation of the 
t'xistiiig diffieullies, \\v deteniiliied. confdrmahly with our resolution drawn up on the /ill 
instant, to-adopt tin* detiTiniilatioii then coiilemjilated of removing our ships through th(‘ 
lio(*ca Tigri!->; and accoj-dingly ue j)rocc('d(*d with tile wliole of the Company's ships 
(jugli'iriiat passage ^vilhout molestation, and reached tFiis anchorage tht* evening of the 
25lh instant. 
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10. We ln*g to assure your llonourahle (\mrt, that we are fully sensible of the ri*' 
sj)onsibili1 y \\r ha\e incurred in adopting tin* decisive nn*asure of nio\ing the lJonoui*ablc 
(^oin])aiiy s sliips through tin* Bocca 'I'igris ; hut we were* prt*]>ari‘d, if iieci‘ssarv, to taki? 
this res])ousil)ilily uj)on oursches, from a conviction, aftc*!* the JVuilless lermii)ali«m of 
e\ery otln'i* jnissibh* e\]>edient , that tliis stc*p was far more likel) to conviin'c* the Chinese 
Ciiovernment of tin* firmness of (mi* int(‘utiuus, ami, conseipieiitly , infinitely bcttc'i* calcu- 
lated lo bring about an accommodation, if they were really d(*sirous of preserxing our 
comineree, than tin* nn'asure (jf (jur remaining inactive and undecided at the si'c.ond bar. 

11. Cnder this coiivlcllun we have removed the Honourable ( ompaiiy's ships to this 
anchorage ; and, we Inist, this more deci.sive measure may induei* the X'iecroy at last to 
relax in his unjust and unieasonable demands ; should (his measure not produce siu*h a 
la'sult. It will then remain f(»r our d<'liherate and serious eousideration what furllier mea- 
sures lo adoj>t in oui* jiresi'ut most (*mbaiTas.siijg situation. 

12. Although till* iiieonx <*iii(*iie(^ att(*nding tin* enlin* suspi*nsion of tliis xaluahh* com- 
merce must he ver^ considerable during tin* interxal that must ('lapsi* before a ri'l’t'rence 
to high(*r authorities can adjust the existing cmharrassmeiits, we eone(*i\e that our footing 
in this country must lx* greatly ameli(jrated by .such referema*, and the p(‘nua,nenl inte- 
terests of the llonourahle Ccimpany and the British nation tar better S(*cured, wlille, at 
the same time, the hea\y responsibility incurreil by the\iceroy will, in its eoiisecpienci's, 
be the means of deterring his successors from tliat indiscriminate use of the suspension of 
(uir commerce, so frequently and unjustly emph>yed this (iovi'inineiit as a mi'aiis to 
obtain their wishes on almost ev cry occasion. • 

lib Under such a view of our prt*seiit very emharras.siiig situation, we ha\e not scrupled 
to act up fully to the principles laid down, when we adopted the resolution of quitting 
Canton on the 11th iiislaiil ; and, in onlcr that our measures should a])pear tirm and con- 
sistent in tin* eyes of the Chinese, we made arrangements the day following our arrival 

1 B 2 * Ml 
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at this aiicliora^e for fiHin" up the ctir^o of the Kent, by transluppin^ the Con;^o Teas 
into that slijj) ironi the Charles Grtiiit, \\ aterloo and Brul^’eu uter ; and we also made 
the necessary preparations for removing tile cotton iinpurtod to ovir consignment per 
c» unliy ship Susan, into our own ships at tliis unehora»e. 

1 J. \\ idle th«‘se arraug^ements have been going- on, we received intelligence through 
private eliuniiels from ("antem, tliat the sensation produced there by the df*partiire of the 
Honourable C’ompany’s shijis outside the Boecui Tigris was very considerable, and that 
might shortly expect to receive sumo further proposition from the Chinese government. 

15, On the •JDtli instant, the Merchants, accompanied by the elder Clmncpia, came on 
Ijoard the Waterloo, \v<^ regret to say, without oilicial authority to confer with us from 
the (jloverimient , hut merely with the view' of making some proposition to us, which, in 
their might speedily terminate tlie ])resent discussion, 

l(). AVe have already stated to your llonoural)le Court how little the assertions and 
suggestions of flic Merchants are to be relied upon- We considered it our dii^y, how* 
ever, to attend patiently to any propr)sition they had to make, and, if possible, to com- 
ply with it. Tlieir proposal now' was tliat we should persuade Captain Kioluu;,dsou to 
assi'vt that two seamen had ahseoiided from the 'J'opaze, an assertion which, in tludr ojTT- 
nion, tlie (jovernment w'ould readily avail themsedvesof to adjust the dispute, by charging 
these two men with the guilt in the Lint in a flair. 

I/. Such a proposition, it is needless slate to your Honourable Court, was instantly 
repelled as inadmissible, inasimuJi as tlie assertion must come from C’aptam Ivielnml- 
son ; and we felt convinced that otiicer would never ac(puesce in making one which would 
not only he dt*void of truth, but yvould also bo an ecjuivoeal admission of culpability. 

IS. e then applied to the Merchants to know if they would be the bearers of a 
letter from Captain Kicliardson to the Vieeroy, and u])on their assenting to th(i proposi- 
tion, we informed them that we had no doubt hut that he would gladly avail himself of 
tliat (jj)j)ortuui1y to reca])itulate the facts attending the Lintin alVair, in which he would 
satisfactorily renlov(^ from (he mind of the Government afal.se impression that had gone 
abroad respecting that unfortunate alVair having been repeated a second day ; and we as- 
sured the Merchants, that had (he Viceroy, in the first instance, condescended to receivi* 
Caj;tain Bicliardscif s statements, and given them that credit they were entitled t<», siicli 
an impression never could have exi.sted. We further stated, that on their taking charge of 
a letter fitaii Captain Kiehardson to iheViceroy, they must promise us they would deliver 
it un(»penod to tliat Mandarin. 

]U. The Merchants stated that it was currently believed the seanioii of tlie Tupaze 
went on shore a second day, and committed acts of violence upon the natives in cool 
blood ; hut if this could be disproved the aflair might be satisfactorily terminated, for the 
C’hinese law made a great distinction in such cases; they therefore conseiiLed, to take a 
letter from Captain Bichardson, a^d deliver it unopened to the Viceroy, provided we 
could assure them it contained an explanation of this important fact. 

20. We of course had no hesitation in giving this assurance, and Captain Richardson 
has drawn up a letter this day to the desired effect, with which the Merchants have de- 
parted for Canton ; and they seem to think it probable that the Viceroy, on the .strength 
of it, will depute an officer of Government on board the frigate to confer with C’aptain 
• Richardson 
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Ricliardsnn on this pr:int, and that the biminoss will be finally nrran^^a'd to our satisfac- 
tion, and the renewal of the Company’s commerce follow as a matter of course. 

21. We have thu.s brieHy iwapitulated to your Honourable Court the s^ate of our dis- 
eiusiows with the Canton Government, from the pirdod of the sailin*^ of the Windsor to 
the present date ; a more trying and anxious p<*riod, wo will venture to assert, was never 
(»x])erienced, but Ave have great satisfaction in relh‘Cting that thronghout this embarrass- 
ing neooeiation, tvhile Ave have steadily resisted every unjust demand, avo have nnifornily 
availed ourselves of every suggestion tending to restore the suspended connneree of the 
Honourable Company which Ave could adopt Avith a due regard to the principles of (ruth, 
coiisisleney and honour. 
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EXTRACT LET'I'Eli in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTlOI/l 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 7lh February 1S22. 

^ Par. Ptf- In our last Des])atch Ave stated to your Ilouotirable Court that tlie IMer- 
chants bad eon.sented to deliver a letter from Captain Richardson to the Viceroy, reca- 
])itulating the facts attending the Lintin affair, and exjdaining aAvay^ the erroneous iiu- 
jiression entertained by the Chinese of a second day's conllict having occurred on that 
unfortunate occasion. 

4 . I'his explanation, it Avas presumed, might alVord (lie Viceroy the means of adjusting 
(h(‘ presimt very emliarrassing discussions, and the ISferchaiits left us on the 21hh ulliiiu), 
very sanguine in their expectations of the success of this expedient. 

5. On the second instant Ave had the satisfaction to hear that the Merchants, togt'ihcr 
Avilh two Mandarins, the Pan- Yu, and the 'I'nng-kAvan (or (Tunpec) Magistrate, wcua* 
on their Avay to C'hunpce, the (avo latter having been deputed by the \ iceroy to jirocecd 
oil board the 'J'ojiaze, and confer Avith Captain Rii-hardsoii on the Lintin affair. 

(>. On the 3d instant, these two Mandanns repaired on board the frigate, and n'ceived 
from Captain Richardson a statement of the oceurrenees at Lintin on the Ifhh l)o(M'nil>'*r 
last, and having examined some of the .seamen aaIio were Avounded on that occ'asion, they 
returned to Canton to make their report on the same to the Viceroy. 

7. We shall sincerely rejoice if this oflicial mission, so long and earnestly r(‘r|ues1e(I hy^ 
us, may prove beiielicial in its results, and be aAailed of by the Viceroys as a iniNiiis of 
terminating at once the difficulties under which the Honoiiruble Company's trade is at 
present labouring. 

8. From the conversation, hoAvevor, which took place between the Merchaiifs an<l 
OTirselves, on the morning the Mandarins visited the Topaze, Ave can hardly viMiturc to 
conjecture A¥hether such will or vs ill not be the result. 

9. It appears from the communication of the MerclMints, that although the Mandarins 
deputed to inquire into the lantin affair woukf cheerfully rejiurt Captiiin Richardsoirs 
statement of it to the Viceroy, the Chinese hiAvs could never admit the plea of self- 
defence as justifiable ; that, therefore, the Viceroy AAmuld .still be imperatively called upon 
to persist in demanding the surrender of the seamen, so long as the Topaze rerhaiiietl in 
China. 


10. If 
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10. If this he true it is hot easy to s6e in what tnauner the visit of the Chinese Ma- 
gistrates can tend to a final adjustment of the present differences. That deputation may 
have been ordered by the Viceroy in order to relieve himself from the responsibility of 
never having instituted an inquiry into the ulVair, or it may have arisen from a desire to 
have ofliciid grounds on which to frame a report to the Emperor, suited to the view wliich 
tile Viceroy may choose to take of the subject, 

11. We yesterday received a letter from C\)ptaiii Richardson, notifying his intention 
of proceeding to s'ea to-morrow. It is impossible for us to conjeeturc what efleet the 
dej)arlure of tin* frigate from (Uiina may have in the present stage of our embarrassing 
situation- 

\'2. The iininediato sailing of His Majesty’s ship being now offieially understoofl 
by us, it only remains for us to* discover whether (his measure may he protluetive of 
beneficial or ill consequences in our present discussions ; and we shall he happy if 
they prove to be such as are likely to bring about a favourable adjnstnn*nt f)f our 
difficulties. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from die SELEC’T COMMII'I’EIO 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 'i3d Ft'hniary 1H22. 

Par. 2. We havt? now the pleasure of despatching the Kent with a continuation of onr 
[iroceodiiigs up to the present period ; audit alfords us uo small gratification to heat 
length enabled t(j convey to your Honourable Cenirt the satisfactory intelligeuee of the 
final termination of the embaricissing discussion in which we liave been involved ui(h the 
local authorities at Canton, 

3>. Ill our despatch by the ]{epulsc, we staled to your Honourable (’ourl that luo 
Mandarins had been deputed to visit His Majesty’s sliip Topaze*, and had receivi'd from 
(‘aptuiii Richanlson liis statement of the Idiitin affair; it was further stated in tliat de- 
spatch, tliat altlion;;h the Mandarins would cheerfully rejiort Captain Kieluirdson's 
stat(*mejit to the \ iciToy, the (diiiiese laws could ni*ver admit the plea of self-del eiii.av. as 
justifiable ; and (hat tlierefore the Viceroy would still he imperatively called upon to pm - 
sist in deiiianiliiig the surrender of the seamen so long as the 'Fopaze remained in China. 

d. (’aptain Richardson having allowed a rcasonahh^ time to elapse^ ami having re- 
e(‘ived no conimiinication from (io\ eminent in reply to his stat(‘iin*nt, delennim'd to 
proceed to sf?a, and conformably with this decision sailed finally from (diiiia on the 8th 
instant. 

a. Immediately on the frigate's d<q>arture v\e addressed a letter to the Merchants, 
announcing that (‘Vent for the infojiTnation of Governmeiit ; and we entertained liopes, 
that as all adjustment seemed to depeiic’i upon her movements, this circumstance would 
speedily bring about a termination of our difficulties. 

f). No notice however was taken of our communieatiou until the 13th instant, when 
the Merchants visited us at Chunpec, making a variety of propositions to us, which, 
being peifectly inadmissible, we rejected. 

7, It 
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7. It appears that the departure of His Majesty’s ship Topaze liad not entirely re- 
moved the difficulties under which the Vieeriiy was placed with regard to adjustnient , 
and that some furtlier representatitJii w ould be required from us in order to facilitate this 
object. 

tS. J'lie propositions and expedients sid)mitted to us by the Merchants being quite 
inatlniissible, and il appisiring iiulispeiisable that we should make some communication 
to them, we eonsented to addn'ss a letter to them, in which we quoted the words made 
us(‘ of by (’aptaiu Richardson in two of his letters, wherein he stated it to be his inten- 
tion (now^ that tlie Officers of Oovernment bad fully inquired into the Linlin aiVair), to 
proc(‘ed to sea, and that atVair beiji;^ ojjo b(*yoiid his management, it would bi* re])r(‘senteil 
to llis Majesty's Cioverinnent, and iuNcsliguled according to tlie laws of the land. 

U. The Merchants left us apparently satisfied with the efficacy of this hdter ; but on 
tile l/lh instant they again returne<l, <nitreating us to address a copy of our letter of the 
loth instant tg the V iceroy, l'\)oyueii, and lloppo, with a few alteration.s in the phrase- 
ology, and recpiesting the insertioji of a clause, promising that your Honourable Court 
would repres(?nt the Lintin atVair to llis llritaunie Majesty for investigation. 

10. 'To this latter request however we objected, it being one that we did not eonceivc 
onrselv(‘s justilied in literally assisting to, as wi* might be laying* ourselves (.»peii to a 
reiuwNid of this (‘inbarrassing diseussitni at a future period, when the (Chinese (iovernmenl 
might re([uire an answer from ns upon the subjeet. 

11. Although we did hot consiibn* ourselvgs justified in adding tln‘ clause proj)ose(l, 
sucli imj>ortance was attached to the additimi of something in our address that would 
serve to satisfy the Covernment, that we conceived we might in general terms state, that 
though tin* Liiitiii ailair, like all others involving the Company’s Traile, W(»ubl bt‘ fidly 
detailed to your ilouourahle Court, and that Capliun Richavd.sun having already assured 
the V iceroy it would be referred to His Majesty’s (jJo\ernmcnt, it was unnecessary for 
us to re[>eat it to them through your Honourable C’ourl. W e further added, that as (hr 
'I’opaze was now gone away., it was impossible for ns to give Jiny further explanation to 
(loveniment upon this subji'ct, but that if the Vieejoy would remo\e the suspension oi‘ 
tlie HoJiourable (’ompaiiy’s 'IVade wo .should be williug to return to Canton, and resume 
on^ commercial intercourse. 

12. d'lie ]Vb*rchants left us perfectly sat istb'd with the alteration made in our letter, 
wbieb was now sbaj)ed in an address to the V ieeroy, k’ooyiicn, and Hoppo ; ami we liad 
the satisfaction, on the 22d instant , to receive an Edict from Cjcovernmeut, re-optuhiig the 
Hononrahle Company’s d’rade, and invitiiig our return to Canton, 

Id. For a more detailed aeconiit of the conduct pursued by us in this emba!rassing 
?iirair, we must again refer your lluiiourable Court to the continuation of our proceed- 
ings, which are now forwarded per Kent. 

14. We forbear making any cominonls upon the^ Edict which has been issued, re- 
movii»g the suspension of the Honourable (’ompany's 'iVade, further than io observe to 
your Honourable Court, that the Canton (iovernmeiit , tiiiding all the inodes ineirectual, 
have resorted to the expedient proposed on tlie i7th January last as a mode of concluding 
the ncgociatiou on the Liiitiu atl'air Your Honourable Court will also perceive, that by 
the Edict now issued through the Pan-yen and Tung-Kwang magistrates, who were 
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clep\ited to inquire into the liintin afluir on b :aril the fri«;jite on the instant^ the Vico- 
roy appears to have imposed a share of vespoiisihilily upc n those Mandarins on its final 
arran<»enient. 


• J':XT11ACT LETTER in the Public l>epnrtii>eT)t, fmm the SELECT COMMITTEE 
lit Canton to the Court of Directors, duteil iOih April 1822. 

Par. 70. Yoru Honourable Court will perceive on these recfirds, under the date 
noted in the inari^in,^ tliat tlie Viceroy of Canton has transmitted a paper to ns, con- 
tain tlie grossest misrepresentation of the facts relatini^ to tlie Lintin afTiiir, wlierein 
we are stated as havin^^ assurances to the government of the return of tlie 

accused seamen of His Majesty’s ship Topaze, and are required, through tiic medium 
ofyoiir Honourable Court, to convey insulting messages to His Britannic Majesty iqion 
tile subject. 

71. This paper, we were as.sured by the merchants, was of no real importaiice, bn^ 
Avas s(*ni us merely as a matter of form by tbe Vieeroy ; it appeared liowever veiy evi- 
dent, that oiir silently receiving such a document, and sulfering it to pa.ss iinnoticei!, 
w ould hereafter be construed into an admission of its justice, w hich in the event of any 
revival of tlie discussion would place us in a very embarrassing dilemma. 

72. Wc determined, therefore, to return tlic paper to the merchants from whom we 
liad received it, desiring them to inform the Viceroy, tliat having already assured him 
all ilie proceedings relative to tlie Lintin affair would he faithfully reported to vour 
Honourable Court, and Captain Richardson having also stated that tljisnfhiir w’ou Id be 
represented to His Majesty’s Ministers, any further requisition from us seemed quite* 
unnecessary; but that with regard to our cominuiucaling the present pajxjr through 
your Honourable Court to His Britannic Majesty, it was so complete a ])erver.si(>ii 
of fads, and of smrli an insulting tendency, that it was quite impossible for us i<^ 
transmit it. M e therefore declined receiving it ; but we added, that if the Viceroy 
wi-hed to address II is Majesty’s Ministers direct on this subject, we would not fail to 
foJ-ward his letter. 

7.1. The riierchaiils communicated our decision to the A'iceroy, and returned the 
])aj)er lie had sent us ; and we are informed he expressed great displeasure at our refusing 
tM receive it ; but no further measures having been adopted, w e are disposed to believe il 
will not again be pre.ssed upon u.s. 


i:X7’R ACT LE FTER in the Public Dejiartmeni, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at CaiiUm, to ilie Court ot Directors, dated 18th April 1822. 

Par, 4. V()i:a Honourable Court will perceive in our Public ( onsultalions,f that 
an.Jiljer attempt has been made by the inerchams to induce us to receive and forward to 

your 
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your Honourable Court the paper transmitted to us by the Viceroy of Canton on ilu' 
19th ultimo, the subject of which has been fully explained in our letter by the Scaleby 
Castle ; it is scarcely necessaiy to state, that this attempt like the others was steadily ro 
sisted by us, and we are disposed to believe it will not be again renewed. 
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Redress ot 
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LKTTEIl in the Public Jlepartnient, from Secretary W. H. C. PLOWDEN to 
Joseph Dart, Es(j., Secretaiy, &c., East-India House. 

Sir : 

Par. 1. Tuk departure tif the American ship Zcpdiyr, bound to the United States of 
America, aflbrds an opportunity for the transmission of the enclo.sed Imperial reply to 
the Viceroy’s report to Pekin on tlie subject of the Einlin affair, which has been recently 
obtained by the l^resident tlirougli a private channel from Canton. 

2. The /^resident and Select Conimiltee, in their address to the Honourable Court of 
Directors on the 2()tlj ultimo, forwarded by the American skip Levant, noticed tin* 
arrival of this document at Canton, but they were unable at that period to procure a 
copy of it fertile information of the Honourable Court. 

J. It is at present impossible to say vviiat further in([uiries the Chinese governincni 
may institute on tliis affair, when a sufficient period shall have elapsed for an answer to 
be received from England on the subject ; but the tenor of the document is ofa nature 
to induce the apprehension of a renewal of tlu' discussion ; and it will he observi;d, that 
hv the lni})erial decision thechief of the Eactory is in future to be held responsible for the 
acts of his Majesty’s naval officers. 

. 1 liave the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) W. H. C. Plowden, 

Macao, May 7th, 1822. Secretary. 


EXTRAC’T J JITTER in the l^ubllc Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated JOlh May 1822. 

Par. 1. O.N the 7tli insiaut our Secretary transmitted to Mr. Secretary Dart, for the 
information of your Honourable Court, the copy of tlu; Imperial decision on the sub- 
ject of th(‘ Eintiii afiair, w hich had been privately obtained fiom Canton. 

2. By the departure of an American vessel, now^ sailing for the United States, we 
avail ourselves of the opportunity of addressing you » Honourable Court for llie purpose 
of transmitting the official communication to us of tliis decree, wliicli was received ye.ster- 
day from Canton through the Hong merchants. We also think it our duty without 
delay to draw the yiarlicular attention of yonr Honourable Court to this imyiortaiu 
document, not only with reference to its bearings ujion the Lintin di.scussioii, but 
its operation < n any similar occurrence. 
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3, A review of the whole of our procceilings* tinring this tliscussion, the fiilsified repre- 
sentations of tlie local government to l\‘kin in Fehnniry last (to which our assent was 
subsequently required, but withheld), tnid the present result of the Viceroy's report to 
the ICinperor, will clearly ex)>lain to your Honourable Court tlie embarrassing situa- 
tion we may be placed in should the requisitions of government be followed up, 
and what is now expected from ns on any future and similar case. 

1. Your Honourable Court will perceive that the two great points attempted to he 
maintained by us during tlie recent discussion, viz. that “self-defence was universally 
considered a jnstilication of homicide,'^ and that “the representatives of the Ilonour- 
ahlc Company could not justly be responsible for the acts of His Majesty’s naval 
officers,” are now not acknowletlgcd. And we beg to inform your Honourable Court 
thill the Imperial reply has appean^d in the Pekin Gazette, where it is publislied to the 
empire as “ the last declaration of the laws of China concerning liomiculcs coinmiitetl 
by foreigners in this country.” 

5. It is unnecessary for us to olfer any further comment upon tliis subject, for with all 
the documents relating to it in your possession, your Honourable Court w'dl be fully 
competent to judge of its present and future effects. But when we reflect upon the power 
with which the local authorities at Canton are now invested by this last proiniilgaiion of 
the law', and the fatal termination of the American homicide in October last, we can 
hardly flatter ourselves, in the event of any future accidents, that that line of cautious 
policy towards foreigners will be observed, wdiich has hitherto characterized the Chinese 
in tlieir discussions with us upon aflkirs of this nature. 

6. 8inc(i the decision of Government has now been oflicially communicated to us 
ihroiigli the Houg Merchants, we do not conceive lluil we can with propriety allow it 
to pass unobserved. We therefore beg to acquaint your Honourable C ourt, lliul we 
liave come to the iletormination of addressing the Foi)yuen, (who is at jiri^sent holding 
the seals of office of the absent Viceroy), protesting agaiusl the justness of llu^ present 
requisitions of the Cliinesc Government on the snhject of homicides, and exjiresslv 
lUsavowing the truth of the assertions of the late Viceroy respecting our promise ol* 
j)rodiicing the men of His Majesty’s shij) 'J oj)aze for i)iiiiishment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Depariment, from tlic SELECT COMMErPEE 
at Canton to tiie Court of Directors, dated l.'illi July 1822. 

Par. 9. Iv our last addn^ss to your Hoiiiourable Court, dated the 30th May (dupli- 
cate of which accoinpunies our present despatch), we transmitted for your information 
the official communication of the Imperial decision on the Liiitin affair, which we had 
received on the 29th of that month, through the Hong Merchants from Canton. 

10. In 


Public Consultations, 1822, March 19, 21, 22, 28 and 30; April 12. 
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10. In the Olh Piiruf^rnph of lliat Letter, we stated to your Honourable Court that 
it was our intention to adiiress tlic Fooyuen of Canton (who was acting for the V' ice- 
roy during his ab.scnee), protesting against the justness of the requisitions of the Chinese 
ChnernincMit on the subject of homicides; and bv a re-statemeiil of the real facts that 
(>crurred during the Lintiu discussion, expressly disavowing the truth of the \"iceroy’s 
assertions respecting our promises, in liis report on that alVair to Pekin. 

11. Conformably with this determination, we drew np the Enclosure, No. 2, which 
was transmitted to Canton by INIr. Robarts and Sir William h'raser, and delivered 
tlirotigh the Merchants to the lM)oyucn on the 9lh ultimo; on the following j7ih we 
leceived in reply the Knclo.snre, No. 3, from Canton, wherein the h'ooyuen, .so hir from 
admitting tlie justice of onr rca.soning, appears to insist upon the pi'inciplcof our being 
rcsponsilile for the nets of Ills Majesty’s ships, and requires im[)licit obedience to the 
('ominands of the Em]>cror of CJiiuaa, and we have reason to believe that such are the 
actual expectations of the ( hinese (jovernrnent from the interest that ha.s since been 
taken (through the Hong Merchants) to impress their nece.ssity upon ns. 

12. 'bhe local government having been made acipuiinted with our sentiments by the 
cnclo.sed “ Re-statetnent of fuels,” we have not deemed it necessary to return any reply 
to tlie Edict of the Fooyuen, rc^ceived on the 17th ultimo, and since that period all com- 
iminication on the subject of the Lintiu nlfair luis ceased It is impossible for us to say 
what further measures the Chinese (Government may think proper to adopt; but vve beg 
to state to your Honourable (\mrt, that tve conceive the tenoiir of the enclosed docu- 
incuits are of a nature to induce tlie apprehension of a renewal of this unpleasant dis- 
cussion, when a sufficient time shall have elapsed for an answ<.*r to be received on tins 
subject from England; and this opinion may derive some weight from tlie circumstance 
of the immediate return of the Viceroy, Yuen-tajin, who, it is said, is now on his way 
to Canton, having received the Imperial instructions to this ellect while on his journey 
to Pekin. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELEC'T ( ( l^^IMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2Tlh March 1823. 

Par. 3. Till: Viceroy intimated to the President, tlirough the Hong Merchant.^, that 
he looked forward to the arrival of ihe next ships from England for the return ol those 
persons responsible for the death of (’hinese subjects during the disturbance al I.,in- 
Tin ; and likewi.sc that neglect on the part of the Merchants to j>rocure satisfaction 
wi uld he attended witli serious consequences. It appears that a petition from an iiiha- 
bitaiit of Lin* Tin to the Imperial Court has been tran.smitled to the Viceroy, wlio, 
in bis justification, has asserted that the period fos tlie return of the criminals from 
England has not arrived^ but that he would not neglect his duty at the proper season, 
in consequence of wliich he lias resumed the communication of the subject to the Hong 
Merchants. 

Lktteh 


4 C’ 2 
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LETTEK in the Public Department, from Secretary J. N. DANIELL to Joseph 
Dart, Esq., Secretary, East-Iiulia House. 

Sir : 

J^ir. K I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Honourable C/Ourt, that the suspension of commercial proceedings 
imposed by tlie Chinese Government is at lenglli removed, by an Edict rt^ceived from 
the Hoppo on 23d ultimo, immediately subsequent to which orders were issued to the 
Commanders of tlie Honourable (’oinpany’s ships to proceed from their anchorage in 
the neighbourhood of Macao to Whampoa, where they have all arrived, with the excej)- 
tion of tlie Monourahle Company's ships Windsor and Hythe, both of which ships may 
be expected in the course of the present month. 

2, Ill compliance with the tenour of the instructions of the Honourable Court, orders 
were given to the commander of the Honourable Company’s shi[) liombay on hei» 
arrival to proceed to W'hanipoaas usual. Shortly alter wliicli event, an Edict was issued 
by the Viceroy, requiring the delivery of tlie two murderers, whom he had notified to 
tlie Emperor were to be expected in the ships of the present season, 

3, A reply was immediately delivered to the Hong Merchants, who were the bearers, 
of the Viceroy’s communication, that no individuals were to he ceiled to (he requisition 
of the Viceroy; and that the iil-healtli of (’aptain Richardson, by detaining him at tlie 
Cape of Good Hope, liad prevented the occurrence of an investigation ; that this was 
the only communication made by His Majesty’s Minist(‘rs to the (’ourt of Directors ; 
but that any further advices on tlie subject should of course be made known to the 
Government upon tlieir receipt by us. 

4, After considerable discussion, which will bi' fully detailed upon the departure of 
the Ilonoiirable Company’s ship Bombay from hence at as early a perioil as possible, 
the Edict above alluded to was received from the Hoppo, setting forth, in explicit lerms^ 
that no stoppage of the trade should riiciir after the arrival of the Honourable Com- 
jiany’s ships at M'hnmpoa, although a continuation of correspondence on the subject 
in question will probably occur. 

The Factory will proceed to Canton on tlie 10th instant, and every exertion used for 
the early despalcli of the Honourable Company’s ships. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J, N. Danjell. 

Macao, Otli October 1823. Secretary. 


Extract 
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EXTRACT LETTER to the Secret C’oniniercijil Committee of the Court of Direc- 
tors, from the SELE(’T COMMITTEE at Canton, dated 20th November 1823. 


Par. 2. In accorilaiice with tlie instructions of your Honourable (’ommittee,* we per- 
mitted the Honourable ComjianyV ship Rotnbay to proceed to Wliampoa under the 
usual orders; but shortly after lier arrival tliere, upon the application of (.'aptaiii Hiiie 
to land liis private trade, permission was refused, and the Hong Mercliants jiroceeded 
to Macao, bearing a letter from the Viceroy, demanding the cession of the two mur- 
derers/' 
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3. Tliis deanand we of course inf<)rmed them could not be complied with ;f and we 
considered it the most advisable and conciliatory tone for adoption, to address the Vice- 
roy, informing him that the non-arrival of Captain Richardson in England had pre- 
vented an investigation by the proper authorities; but that whenever we received a riiply 
expressive ol the result of such examination, we .should not liiil to make it known im- 
mediately to lii.s Excelh'ncy. 

1. The X’iceroy, on the delivery of our reply,] expressed himsedf in a very imy^as- 
sioned manner, threatening the Hong Merchants witli punishment, and returned our 
letter. This at once placed a bar to all communications, and the retjuest of the llong 
Merchants, that we should so alter its purport a.s to pass in silence the accusations im- 
plied against the party from the frigate, and thus receive the responsibility which the 
incorrect statement of tlie Viceroy had attached to him, was deemed inadmissible. 

5. Our detenninationj to adhere to the only grounds w liich could eventually tixonc- 
rate us, although attended with an immediate disadvantage, plaeed tlie Hong Merchants 
in so precarious a situation wuth respect to the \'i(.‘eroy, that they expressed to ns their 
determination of acquainting him they could no longer conduct the foreign trade 
under a l espc^nsibility for actions over which they could exerci.se no coiilroul. 

(». Upon tlie declared resumption of olfensive proceedings on the part of the 
( hinesc Cioverninent, it became our object to place all the impediments in our power to 
their receipt of the jiecuniary advantages attending the foreign commerce, as by occa- 
sioning a reciprocal sensation of the injury attending au embargo on our shipping, we 
were most likely to produce a speedy termimitioii to \U 

7. Acting upon this motive, wc resolved || to prevent any British vessel from entering 
the river; and issued orders to the commanders of the Honourable Company's sliips to 
choose an anchorage in the neighbourhood of Lintin, but upon no account to permit 
any communication with that island. 

8. The period ui which the Hoppo was desirous of ascertaining the duties uj>on the 
foreign trade was fast approaching, H and rendered him anxious for some opportunity 
oi‘ inducing the shi[>s to enter the river, without compromising ilie Cioverninent as to 
their future operations, but liaving failed in so doing, and the ^'iceroy being .sensible 
of the inconvenience attending the line of conduct we had preserved, and the little 

probability 
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probiibiFity of a successful issue to lii.s requisition, xit lenjDftli consented to permk 
ilie IIoppi) t(» publish an Edict, disavowing; tlieir intenijon of placin«( any furtlier 
einbari^o on the shipping now arrived, and inviting a re.sum])lion of connnercial 
])n>eeedings.* 

i). After the receipt of .such a document, we imnicdintely gave orders to the Com- 
mantlers to proceed to Wliainpoa, and in a lew days obtained a chop for the Factory to 
embark. 

10. On our arrival at Canton, we found every thing liad rc.siimed its usual course, and 
the late subject of discus.sion ap])arcntly forgotten. The Merchants wdio had solemnly 
taken leave of us on foregoing any further commercial uitercour.se with the Honourable 
Conijiany, were rtRuly to congratulate us on what they lermotl the complete success of 
our negociatiem, and a.ssertod that the affair was virtually terminated. Although it 
may he mentioned in the ensuing season, every .successive notice will he weaker anti 
veaken 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Departineui, from the SELECT COMMITTEIC 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated IGlh November 182(>. 

Par. (). SLTUsE^)i:F..vTr.Y to this resolution wliicli w'c had adopted, to leave unan- 
swered the inquiries which the Viceroy liad directed the Merchants to institute, they 
continued to express lo us their great anxic'ty on the subject, and wc accordingly 
deemed it advisable lo communicate our opinions distinctly to the Senior Merciiont.s on 
the occasion. We informed them, that as the transactions lo which the V^iccroy’s 
lh‘ochinuition had reference had been referred lo the Rrilish Government, and received 
tlieir decision, they formed no longer a subject in which w^e liad the ability to interfere. 

(! deeinetl it riglit to acquaint them that a letter was now in our pos.se«^ion from tlie 
British Minister, to tvhoiii all transactions connected with the Lintiii discussion had 
been referred, addressed lo the ^'^ceroy of Canton; and we ac(|tiainted tiiem with the 
genend tenor of Mr. Wynn’s letter, dated Gth April 182L We informed them that 
we had abstained from delivering this letter, from concluding that the discussion Ipul 
been finally closed, but iliat if re-oponed, our only course left to pursue would l>e to 
present the letter lo the Viceroy. The Merchants expressed great alarm at this propo- 
.sition, and entreated that such nn intention might not for a moment be entertained. 
We endeavoured strongly to impress njmn iheir minds that the letter from the President 
of llie Board of ('ontrol explicitly declared that it was a question which could only l)C 
adjusted by the respective Governments of the two countries, and wn.s no longer one 
in wliicrli we had the power to inlerfcre. 'Phe Merchants had recourse to a variety of 
propositions, sucli as Cliine.se sojihistry could alone siigge.st or attempt to justify. 
They staled that as it w'a.s a question involving Chinese prejudice.^ and feelings, it was 
but just that it should be decided on Chinese principles, and that all that was required 
was an admission that punishment had lieen inflicted on those %vbo had violated the laws 
of tills country; that it was now immaterial whether that puni.shmcnt Imd been inflicted 

or 
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or not, provided it was slated to have !)een. On .such a course being declared inadmis- 
sible, they said we nursl be aware that among the numbers of which a shi|)\s (company 
was composed, some must have died on the homeward-voyage, and that wo could hnd 
no (lifhculry in stating that such had actually been the case. 'I'liis ])roposition was 
evidently made with the intention of making it appear tliat the deaths liad been the 
consetjueiice of criminal conduct. Wlien we expressed to the Merchants our deter- 
mination to have recourse to no such expedient.s, they proposed th.it we shoultl state, 
that no final an.swer had as yet been received from England ; that thi.s would at all events 
gain lime, and keep ofF for the pre.sent any further agitation of the question. 'The.se, 
and many other similar evasions were proposed by them, but on (iiiding that \\c 
I’emained' resolute in refusing to countenance any as,sertion whatever inconsistent with 
onr knowledge of the facts, they expressed their appreheiision.s that embarra.ssments 
miglit arise were means not derived to sati.sfy the officers ol’ Government. In this 
situation, tlicreforc, the question remains, and wc can only repeat to your Honourable 
Court our conviction, that it is not the intention of the Canton authorities to awaken 
^serious or embarrassing discussions. At the same lime, the experience of past years 
powerfully demonstrates that the measures to be adopted by a Crovenimcnt so liille 
under the influence of public principle can never with any confidence be relied on. 


(E.) 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of llic Court of Directors, dated 5th March 
1827. 

Par. 2. We have lately been informed by Pinqiia, who, in stating it to the President, 
reipiesled it niiglit be considered us a most confidential communication, that a 
memorial, signed by himself and Mowqua, had been privately presented to the 
\'iceroy, containing an accurate statement of the facl.s of the case, that no punishment 
had by the British Government been awarded to tbo.se, who, by the Chinese laws, had 
bc^ni pronounced to be guilty, and that any furtlier jiower of interference witli the 
(question had been withdrawn from our hands, and that nothing but enibarrassiuents 
could be the result of renewed discussion. We are now confidently assured, that no 
attention has. been paid by the Viceroy to renewed petitions from the natives of lantin, 
and that it is not his intention to re-open the question, being sensible that neither 
credit nor advantage can arise from it. 

3. We have felt it our duty to place your Honourable Committee in possession of a 
knowledge of this circumstance, wliicli is satisfactory, as being the probable conclusion 
of a tediously protracted and anxious discussion, while it exhibits a striking instance 
of the Government of this country (in a question ia^felving its public honour), having 
submitted to be influenced by private information, and having been induced to relin- 
quish those proud pretensions to unconditional submission, which it had previously so 
imperiously assumed, 
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EXTJIACT LETTER in the PublicDejmrtnierit, from the SELEC/E COMMITI'EE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 12th January 1823. 


Par. 2. We regret to have to state to your Honourable Court an attempt of a very 
injurious tendency, to extort money from the Commander of tlie Honourable Com- 
pany’s ship Earl of Ralearras, under tlie pretext of the death of a Cliinese having 
been occasioned by a blow from a piece of wood, tlirown by some person on board that 
shif); but which affair was fortunately brought to a conclusion by the free confession 
of the father of the deceased, that his sou died from disease ; and it was moreover 
diseoven d, that some scratches, inflicted on the head of tlie dying man, were done 
by a piece of ehinawure, as evidence of the wounds they proposed to as.sert he had 
received. ' 

3. It appeared by the evidence of C'aptains ( ameron and Drummond, who was a‘ 
witness of tlie transaction on the morning of the (>th instant, tliut two men brought a 
third in tlie last stage of disease, and continued for some time alongside tiie Enrl of 
Balcarras, i«i de/iance of repeated orders to defiart ; at length, a midshipman thre w 
a piece of wood of about three inches in length, which fell on the cover of the boat and 
then into the water, without touching any person The Trlcn, apparently considering 
their object attained, picked up the piece of wood, rowed round the sliiji, and placed 
an almost lifeless body into the Compradore’s boat astern, demanding money as a 
compensation for imputed injury. Tlie. Assistant Surgeon of the Earl of Halcarras, 
upon inspecting the body, found the nose and the palate of the month were destroyed 
by disease; and that the man W'as on the point of death, without the apjiearanee ol 
any wounds that could have hastened it. 

4. After some discussion with the two men, they left the ship and brought a third to 
aid their demands, whom they denominated a soldier; in conjunction with this person, 
they required 3,000 dollars, hut said that the father of the invalid WTiuld .shortly arrive, 
with whom they could arrange; previous to whicli the sick man died; and on the arrival 
of the father, Captain (ameron placed them all in custody, and proceeded to I anton in 
company w ith Captain Drummond, to report the circumstances to us. The line of con 
du(!l adopted by Captain Cameron, in securing the persons of the Chinese, gave great 
satisfaction to the Merchants, as they expressed, when the report was made to them. 

5. We stated the case early in the following morning in an address to the \^iceroy, but 
as he was then quitting Canton, he transferred its invesligalion to ihc; Eooyuen. On the 
7th the Quangchoo Foo went to. the Second Bar, to examine the Chinese in custody, 
wlien the father immediately ackiiowdcflged that his .son hud died from the effect of 
disease, and unharmed by any l>low from on board the Earl of Balcarras. The men en- 
gag(!(l in this deception were brought up to Canton, and we have not a.s yet received in- 
telligc nce of the punishment they are likely to undergo. 

6. Events of this kind have not been uncommon amongst the American and country 

ships 
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ships (luring the present season. The Chinese assault either the ships or tlieir boats, 
and when they meet v^ith return demand large sums of money for wounds, by workinijr 
on their timidity to oflf’end the recent Imperial Edict on the subject of the liability ol‘ 
foreigners to suffer death, even though the hazard of their own Jives recpiire their 
defence; tlie success their extortions’have occasionally met with invites the return of new 
assaults. 

7. That all ranks of Chinese are sensible of our situation in this respect, is too clearly 
evinced by tlie perj)ctrating of such dangerous impositions by many in a very low class 
of life ; and the reward that success in their demands sometimes affords is a sufficient in- 
ducement to attempt it, without any consideration as to the result occasioning conse- 
(j lienees tIk‘ most prejudicial to the commerce, and even to the lives of foreigners. It 
must l)(^ a matter of great satisfaction, that in this case the voluntary eonlession of the 
deceasi.'d’s father, and the non-appearance ol‘ a serious wound, have placed insuperal)l(^ 
imp('dimeius to hostile proceedings on the part of the officers of Govemnient. 


(E.) 

hedress of 
(frievaiKe?, tKa*. 

Attempts ol 
C7iini*se to extort 
Money. 


KX'rUAv T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMLETEE 
at Canton to the Ck)urt of Directors, dated 31st January 1823. 

Par. 3. Wi: have from time to time made iruj[uiries on the subject of the punishment 
to be inllictedun those persons concerned in the attempt to extort money, under the 
pretence of murder, from the Honourable ('ornpany’s ship Earl of Balcarras, and the 
present stale of the case appears to be, that there is no defined law against tlu* crime, and 
llial the Fooyuen is awaiting the return of the Viceroy before proceeding to judgimait. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELEi T ( OMMTTTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated IDth Marcii J''2o. 

Tar. 53. We regret to inform your Honourable Court, that notwiibsianding our ear- 
nest representations to tlie Hong Merchants of the evil couseijuences tliat must accrue, 
as well to themselves as to the Company, if means could not be found of severel y punish- 
ing the persons here alluded to by way of example, the Merchants were unable or un- 
willing U) compass this point. 

51. '['he truth of our statement on the subject, we understand, was fully admitted, and 
the Merchants reported, that the Ciovernment was perfectly satisfied with the steps we 
took to exhibit the guilt of the offenders. I'hc only punishment inflicted on this occa- 
sion was that of exposing one of the offenders in the greets with the cangue placed upon 
liis neck; and the only reason assigned for the trifling nature of the punishment inflicted 
was, that the criminals were not considered guilty of a crime of any magnitude, as they 
had not absolutely received money from the persons whom they were endeavouring to 
injure and deceive. 


i I) 
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(20.)- RESri‘rTIN(i THE TONDITCT OF 'I'ilE CHHVKSE 

AT MACAO. 


( ’ CSTOM. 1 J ( )1 TSE PEOPLE 


< oiuliict of 
the Custom-HoHso 
lVo})lc at Macao. 


KX TR ACrr LKTTER in the Secret Deparinicnt, Irom the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Kkh November 1827. 


Par. 17. On our Public Consultations under date the 7th and 12th of June, will be 
found an account of an outrage cornmittcil by tlu' people belonging to the Macao Custom 
house, at all times a most oflbnsive establishment, upon a l)oat belonging to a member 
of this Factory, whicli, on our representing the affair to the Iso-tong, we were informed 
w'as j-e(lrc.ssed. 


EXTRACT LETTEPt in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated IHtli Novcinb(^r 1828. 

I'ar. OS. The aggressions of the people attaelied to the Macao Custom-lionse upon 
the Praza drande, have been long a subject of vexatious annoyance to passengers 
proceeding to and from India. On tlie occasion of* the embarkation of Messrs. Marjori- 
banks, Clarke and Ravensliaw for Homhay in the commencement of this year, the acts 
of the Runners attached to this estabJishment were carried to an unusual pilch of aunoy- 
auce, in whieb they vvere beaded and encouraged by their principal. 

()R. T lu‘ numerous discussions in whieli the Government was engaged at the peri<.)d 
ri'ferred to, rendered it an unfavourable occasion for bringing the aggressions of the 
Macao Custom house jieople to their notice. We therefore deferred it until the agitation 
produced by the several topics under their consideration had sulisided, aiuj laid thcsiil)- 
jeer bef(uc their notice in the commencement of the month of July. 

70. In the first instance the Viceroy treated our representations with a coolness 
amounting to contempt, and even directed the Merchants to remodel our address, and 
render it more agreeable to bis view's of the question, f We wcu'e however informed 
by tile Meiebants, that a Wiu-yune or oHieer deputed by Government njion a spccml 
service, bad Ix tai despatcluMl to Macao to iiKjuire into the affair. The progress of this 
officer’s proceedings are detailed under date 24-tli July, upon our Public Consultations, 
but their result became more evident upon the publication of an Edict from the Viei - 
roy, recorded under date 1st August, which reprehends the conduct of the Macao 
( iistorn house pi’ople, and directs the apprehension of offenders for examination. 

71. All unsatisfactory Edict was issued by the IIoppo about the same time,J which re- 
ferring the (jucstion to old established custom, in fact, left tis exposed to the .same irregu- 
lar and undefined exertions wJiich formed the subject of our complaint. 

72. A second Proclamation of the Viceroy seemed to promise the most favourable re- 
siills.i I bis order entin.ly restricted the license of tlie Custom-house to strict search, 

and 


* CoiiNiiltatiwriM, U July, 

f. I*ublic ('oiibultatlun.s, i August. 


i Pulilic CoiisuJtiirions, If) July. 
l*ublio Consultations, It .August, 
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and the charges of the Porters to the CTLslornary Avages given by natives for the convey- 
ance of goods. The contents oftliis Edict appeared tin* most clear and explicit that we 
had ever^’ceeived in favour of the rights of foreigners; but we fear tlie n^sidt has proved 
that it can only be quoted as a confirmation, that although this Oovcrnmeiit may, when 
urged by reiterated complaints, feel themselves compelled to espouse the cause of 
fore igners ostensibly in their proclamations, an understanding still exists that aggres- 
sions, when not carried to a length which involves the party concerned in a s(;rious 
charge of disturbing the public tranquillity, will be winked at by the siqx'rior ofKcers, 
and that a system of extortion obtains a tacit license, wherever a situation under the 
Ciovernment Avliich adbrds the means of exercising it is purchased, and we believe this 
to be tlu* case with nil public oflices. 

T.S. l^'or facts wfiich support tliis observation, \vr beg to reha* your T1 ononralile Court 
to two cases which appear n|)on onr ( misultations under dale the lOtli Seplemher. In 
the former of these iht^ crew of a boat belonging to a Free Fradcr lying in Macao Hoads 
was attacked by the Hiimiers of the Custom-house while carrying some IVesh proA isions 
down to ihe beach. A sum of money was demanded, and upon the refusal of tlu; crew 
to comjily, the Chinese proceeded t(» use force, from which the boat’s crew, conqiosed 
only t)f a few boys and a mate, were compelled to escape by the means whicli olfered 
tlnanselvi's. On the second oeeasion cpioted, a lady landing from a eoiintrv vessel was 
detaincil on board the botit whieli broiiglit her on sluu'e for upwards of two hours, the 
Custom-house people refusing her permission to land, or what amoimts to llic‘ same 
thitig, not allowing any boat to approach for the pnrpi>se of luu’ disembarkation. 

71. Ahhongli little advantage could be expectetl from IVesh r(*preseiitation‘s to the 
Ciovernmeiit, with sueli glaring instances of violation of tlu* orders so recently issued 
helbre our eyes, we considered it our duty to sttite the facts as they occurred to thr 
\'icer(»y, which will at any rate relieve us from the charge of passing these aggressi(>ns 
uiinoliced, should any unfortunate result ensue from the rej)eated mi.seoiidiiet of the 
(’hiiiese attached t(» the Ciistom-lniuse. M e shall therefore conliniie to give the 
Ciovernineiit warning upon every fresh occasion of offence, and th(' blaim^ attached to 
refusing to adojitthe necessary measures for securing public tranquillity must rest with 
them. 

75. The disposition of these people to give further annoyance has l)eeii sIiowti in 
charges of smuggling, which havt! been preferred against the Commanders of our ships 
upon tlie occasion of landing the Company’s packets and personal baggage of the gentle- 
men of the Factory who returned to China this season.^ These accusations ha^ e been 
contradicted by us, and the facts explained. 


EXTHACT LETTER in the Separate Departnieni, from the SELECF COM- 
MTLJ EE at Canton to the Court of Dfrectors, dated 28th Deci'mher 1830. 

Par. 31. It is wdth much satisfaction we inform you** Honourable Court that we have 
had no reason during the last year to complain of the Custom-house at Macao. 'Flit 

stronii* 


l*ijblic Consiiltutions t uiul J(> SopteinbcT 

1 1 ) 2 


CHINAPAIM K S. 

(L) 

Redress of 
(Irievariees, tVe. 


('onduc't of 
the Cvistom-Housc 
People at Macao. 



570 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT ok tok 


( IllNA I’Al’EKS. 

~~ Strong Edict of tlio Viceroy referred to in the margin, vvhicli we were careiiil to make 

Uedresi of public as possible by every means in our power, seems to have had its effect in re- 

(h’ievances, &c. pressing the voracious exactions of those who farm that custom station from tlie Hoppo : 

but we have been given to understand that this effect has been aided bv an annual 

( onduct of present from the Consoo, in lieu of the profits which have been abandoned, 
the Liistom-House ' * 

People at Macao. 


(J1.)~RKSPKCTJN(; THK lUdllT OF TllK SUfMtACA ROOKS TO ADDHK.^S TIJK 


OFFICERS OK THE CANTON (iOVF^lNMENT. 


EXTRACT I-iETTEK in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMU TER 
at Canton to tlie C ourt of Directors, dated 17th November lS2o. 


ivi^hl ol AtldiTSs- 
in^: tlu* Canton 
Ciovt'nnncnt 


Part of Par. 3. \Vi: beg to attract the attention of your Honourable Court to two 
Edicts from the Viceroy and no})po, recorded in our Consultations under ilale the 1st 
and 20th October, which take a short review of the character of foreigin rs engaged in 
the commerce with China. At tlie present period, when so mucli has bt en said of tin 
evils which result from the monopoly of the East-lndia Company, it may at least Ik- a 
source of satisfaction to those who regard it only as a national (juestion, that the prin- 
ciples of etjuiiy and liberality on wliich your affairs have been conducted, have enabled 
your representatives to establish a cliaractcr which has been distinguished by tlu' 
Government of this country from that of other foreigners engaged in commercial transac- 
tions, and has even called forth a description of approving acknowledgment rarely and 
reluctantly bestowed on matters foreign to the native and internal concerns of tlu 
empire. It will be perceived by your Honourable Court that the right of addressing 
tiu' officers of the Canton Government is by these proclamations declared to belong ex- 
clusively to ourselves, and this we must ever consider a privilege of the highest possible 
importance. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th November 1827. 

Par. 14. We have no cause to complain of the conduct of the present officers at the 
head of affairs. It will be observed, that redress was afforded by a notification from the 
Hoppo of an offensive nature when complained of. Tliis officer had a relation high in 
the Imperial administration, who has lately been dismissed, and he himself will leave his 
present office in January next. 
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(:iL\)-~np:8PKC'rii\<i the use or, and uirA«GEs foi?, hoaus between ( aniox (K.) 

A N J> M A CA ( ). Ut?drcss ot 

(irievanci's. 


EXTIIAC’T I.pyrTKR in the Public Department, from tlie SELECT C( )MMrj'TEIC f<>^' 

at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 17ih November 1825. 

l^ir. IP). The exorbitant charges and duties which have for iiiany years been levital 
on chop boats passini^ between Canton and Macao, and the refusal of the (joverninent 
lo admit the le^al employment by foreigners of boats of smaller dimensions, has long 
been a source of great expense and serious inconvenience. It will be seen on t)iir 
records'^ that a body of the Lritish agents in Canton, accoiiijuinicd by other foreigners, 
having inelfectiially applied to the Merchants upon this subject, jiroceeiled U) the city 
with a petition to the Viceroy, the result of which was a guarantee on the part «)f tin* 

Merchants, tliat, wltli the exception of the hire of the boat, they were willing to take all 
other charges upon themselves. In a future ])roelamation from tlu‘ Hoppo, tlu‘ iis(‘ oi' 
fast boats between (’anton and Macao was declared to be legal; and an Edict from t!ie 
\ iceroy, in reply lo an address presented to him by us upon the subject, distinctly pro 
liibited the extortion of money muler any pretences. tlic Hong Merchants we oue 

the old system, wliicli has existed for half a century ; to the present favoiirahit? disposi- 
tion of the Viceroy, who ajipears to liave Ik^cii solely governed by a principle of justice, 
we are indebted for its abolition, although confirmed by prescriptive usage and long 
continuance. It shall be our earnest endeavour to act upon the proclamation of the 
Viceroy, and resolutely to withstand, under its sanction, all attempts which may he 
made to re-establish the old system, wliich has now by authority of the tiovernmeni 
been abolished. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELEC/P COMMITTEE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th March 1826. 

Par. 16. \Vk ihisdtty a.ssembled the Hong Merchants for tlie purpose, amongst other 
subjects, of calling their attention to the high charges and duties to which foreigners 
were still subjected in the employment of chop boats, and retpiiring of tliem to furnisli 
us with an accurate statement of their legal amount. They gave ns every assurance of 
their assistance; and should tlie result of their inquiries exhibit a high rate of charges, 
it will then remain for our consideration to address the Government uj)on the subject ; 
and as the present Viceroy of C'anton has shown every disposition to discounieiiaiux* 
undue extortion on the part of the inferior Mandarins, we should be led to expect a 
favourable issue to such an application. 

Extract 


Consiiltation.K, 11 and 18 June, and 15 July 1825. 
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(1iar(»:ei» for Boats. 


Attack on Captain 
Walker. 
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EXTllAC 7^ LF/FTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
.Ml Canton to the ('oiirt of Directors, (Intcil 16i}i November 1827. 

Far. 52. In the case above noticed, the expenses taken from Patropeatis havt* been 
transferred to (lie Mcreluinls and to tbc general trade in the result. Ilowqtia having 
influence to persuade the Merchants to continue the illegal fees to the subordinate 
ofHccrs in preference to exciting their enmitv- 


an ati ack on capj ain walkkh in can ion. 

EX'J71 AC/r Liyi'^rFR in the Public Departnumi, from the SELECT COMMPi''PJ'lF 
at ( anton io the Honoimible Court ol‘ Directors, dated 8th Decembe?*- 182H. 

Par. 4. A vi.hv unprovoked attack having been made in the streets of Canion by twT) 
low C’hiiuse upon C-aplain \\'alkcr, who received a very severe contusion on the head, 
We deemtHl it advisable, with a view at the same tinu* to punish tlie aggressors and to 
prevc'ul the l ecniTencc of such acts, w’hich arc s(» liable to terminate in serious distur- 
bances, to iuldre.ss the A'iceroy on the subject. \Vc took occasion also to numiion, lluii 
several low spirit-shops in the neiglibonrJiood of the J'aclorics had become u verv 
serious evil, as (.. Iiinese belonging to them were coiisUinlly on the wutcli for all sailors 
landing from bouts, who wtae eiuictal into these sliops, and that drunkenness anti loss 
of beallii uere too often the conse<pi(aice. are happy to have had redress iijion 

both these subjtaas, In tlie jmnishment of the persoius guilty ol the assault ujion Captain 
Walker, and by the retail spirit shops being shut u|.) l)y order of tiie Ciovernineiit. 


(iM.)-~Ut:sPt:(TlN(i rilK noJMVi (^lIAIUilNt; rilK StTi»it ACAlUiOKS WITH 
CON I ItABANI) PHAC I ICKS. 


FX77lAC r LE'rTFAl in the Public Dejiarimcnl, from the SELECT COMMTPTEK 
at C anion to the (.'ourt ol Directors, ilated 10th October 1827. 

Par. 2.1. Sjioirri.Y after the an ival of tlie first ships of this season, we applied for the 
usual jierrnit for Mr. Millett to proceed to Canton, to commence tlie unloading of the 
llonourabJe ( ompany’s chartered jship.s Alfred and Rroxbornebuiy, whose despatch we 
wished to effect in the commencement of ihis month. The necessary license Avas issued 
from the Hojipo’s oflice for the object required; but an Edict accompanied it, wdiich, 
while It censured the application for a single boat, and direcleil that foreigners should 
proci:ed in fleets to Canton to obviate the iiicoiivenieiicc resulting to the public officers 
from numeri>us applications for permits, jnoceeded further to inculcate tlie necessity of 
a stVict surveillance upon the Custom-house officers between Canton and Macao, and 

to 
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to throw out most untleservctl insinuations against the well-known probity of the 
Honourable Company^s servants. 

24. In consequence of tliesii reflections cast by his Excellency upon the long-esta- 
blished character of the Hcuiourable Company’s Factory in this country, W(i considered 
it necessary to Ibrward an address to him, dated 20th August, disclaiming the charge ol 
coniraI)and practices iiuule upon us, and expostulating upon the general tenf)r of his 
lOdicf, we at the same time quoted those parts of his Excellency’s predecessors Edicts, 
which bore testimony to the good conduct of the Honourable (’ompany’s representatives 
in China. 

25. 'I his address was returned from tlic IIoppo's office with a second Edict, dated 
2Hth i\iignst, which inculcated the necessity of rescinding tla* privilege which has been 
long granted ami confirmed to us, of corresponding with this Ciovernmeiil in the Chinese 
language. Howqiia having uiukrtaken to represent, in the name of the Hong, our 
claim to this mode of connminication, established by (Government Edicts in the year 
IS II, we dii| not consider it necessary to rtiturn any iinmciliate answer to liis Excel- 
Kmicv's Edict. 

2b. 'rh(' effect of 1 lt)wqiurs representations was seen in a third Edict from the lIop])o, 
tinted t}u‘ 81st August, couched in a conciliatory tone, and denying the intentional 
implication of the Company’s si'rvants in the insinuations against foreigners. Althougli 
this assertion is at variance with truth, it is satislactory to us to perceive that this o/Hcer 
is disposed to adopt a flivourable line of conduct towards ns, and we trust we shall 
experience more urbanity in onr 1‘uture transactions with bi.s Excellency’s officer than 
we were at first inclineil to anticipate. 


C IIINA PAPERS. 
(£.> 

Redress oi 
(nievanoes/«?vc. 

Charge 
of Contraband 
Practic'es. 


I NK ACCTDKiVTAL PKATIl UK A ( IIINKSK U.\ lUtAKP A 
('urXliUt .SHIP. 

EX^rilACT LETTEIl in the Public Department, from the SELiCCT COMMITTEE 
at Canton :o the Ilonouralilc Court of Directors, dated 30th Novemla r 1S27. 

l\ir. 4. Upon the 2Glli instant Captain Charles (Marke, the Commander t>f tlie of a ( Iniiese 

country shif) Clolconda, waited upon the Select CommiUet! to inform them uf the on hoanl 
follow ing unfortunate accident : * ^ ountrv Ship. 

5* 4’lie (lolconda, on the morning of the 26lh instant, while dro})j)ing down Wham- 
poa Peach, had fallen on board the American ship Caledonia ; a liawser wa-> carritfd 
out to the country ship Cliarlcs Forbes, for the purpose of clearing the ve^sel>. The 
hawser upon being hove ii])on, jiarted, and struck a Ubinese carpenter, who w as at the 
time sitting on the forecasth'. Captain Clark?, on being informed of the circumstance, 
instantly repaired to the place, but found that life was already extinct: tlie body was 
removed below, and the remaining Chinese workmen detained as evidences of tlie fact. 

Captain Clarke requested our advice and interhuence. 

6. Kinqua, the Security-merchant of the (Golconda, was requested to attend the 
Committee, and directed to despatch a confidential person without delav to \\diamjK)a, 

for 
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for the purpose of* inquiring into tlie affair, and taking immediate steps to prevent its 
progress. lie proposed an application to the Mandarin at Whampoa, stated to be 
made at the suggestion of the Coininittoe, for permission to the relations of the deceasctl 
to receive and bury the body, which arrangement appearing the most eligible mode of 
adjustment, and showing that we entertained no wisl) to conceal the fact, was approved 
by us, as well ns by Howqua, who was present u]>on lliis occasion. 

7. Kinqua called on the 28th instant to state, that the people attached to the Hoppo 
Irtmtof the Golconda had reported the circumstance to the Piian-vu or District Matris- 
trate ; but on the arrival of Kinqua's cousin, who was despatched from Canton to iiego- 
ciate in this aflair, the relations of the deceased batl been induced by pecuniary per- 
suasion to address a counter petition to ilie District Magistrate, requesting that the 
l) 0 (ly might be returned to them ; the nephew staling his conviction that the death was 
] >11 rely acci dental . 

8. Nothing furtlicrhas trans]>ired connected wuili this affair ; but from the assurances 

of Kinqua, and the plain evid(!nce in favour of llu‘ casual nature of the we trust 

tluil no further inconvenience need be anticipated from the final result, which will be 
communicated to your Honourable C'ourt by the earliest opportimitv. 

20. Since writing the above paragraphs, Captain ( larke, the ( oinmander of the country 
sliip Golcoiula, called upon Mr. l^lowalen, and informed him that the Puan-yu, or 
District Magistrate, had yesterday visited tlu^ ship for llie ])urpose of holding an 
inquest on the body of the deceased ('hinese wlio accidently was killed on iKiard on the 
26th instant ; the relatives of the deceased were also in attendance, and having declared 
il to be their belief, that the deceased had died from the blow of the hawser in its 
violcml recoil after parting in two, and not from any other cause; and, moreover, 
having declared they wore quite s^iiisfied in this point, they were required by the 
Mandarin to make an affidavit to this effect, and to swear to it in iht^ usual form 
ailopted on these occasions, by the imposition of a coloured impression of their bancN 
on the statement ; after which they w*cre permitted to retire, and to carry awTiy the bodv 
w itli them for interment. 

21. Kinqua afterwTirds attendeil, and informed Mr. Plowden that the Piian-yii liad 
imni(‘diately proceeded into the city to the Viceroy, after his return from Vl^hampcJa, 
in order to communicate his proceedings to that officer. Nothing further has trans- 
pired; blit Kinqna’s impression is, that tlie affair will terminate here wdtbont any 
trouble or difficulty. 

22. ll is with sincere pleasure wt* communicati^ to your Honourable Court this 
account of the ap{)arenl termination of this event; and we trust, by our next despatch, 
to be able to report its final adjustment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to tiie Honourable Court of Directors, dated 3d December 1827. 

Par. 6. Nothing further liaving transpired respecting the accident on board the 
Gojeonda at Whampoa, we have every reason to hope the affair has terminated with the 
itupiest held on the body of the deceased on the 1st instant. 


Extrac'i 
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CHINA PAPERS. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Departme^nt, from the SEF.ECT COMMITI^EK 
at C’anton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated I'^th December 1827. 

Par. 3. We are hapf)y to inform your Honourable Court, that the affair of the acci- 
dental death of a Chirie.se on board th(^couiitry ship Golconda, communicated in our 
letter dated the dOtli ultimo, was finally elo.sed a.s stated in the coneludki^ paragraplis 
of that letl(‘r. Tlie (tisv adjustment of this accident may be considered a proof of the 
alteration wbicli has taken place in the minds of the Cliine.se u|>oii these subjects as 
regards forei^'iiers, and tlu' different lil^ht in which they are now disposed to riew an 
accidental deatli from that which charae'erised them in our early iiitereourse with this 
eountry. 


lU'iiress (»i 


(.ii ir'vjinces, Ar. 
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EXd'R AC T T.ETdMLlt in the Public Dr]L'irtment, from the SELECT COMMII^TEK 
at Canton to the Honourable C^uirt of Directors, dated I81I1 Nov. 1828. 

Par. I I. Wi: have experienced in the pri‘sent season a dis[)o.silion, on die part of tlu nmit of 

(diinesc Local Ciovernmeni, to rescind privileges of an e.stablished character, ruid to I'l :viU 
treat repr(*senlations w hich we have found it iieces.sary to make to thorn with such 
indifferenci.', as coiii[)clled us at last t(» have recourse to a mode of ilrawing theur attri- 
tion to our stat(Mnents, which we hope has proved effoetual, and will prevent the repe- 
tilioH ol similar conduct towards us in futnriL We shall have the lionour to state the 
progress of these proceedings to your Honourable Ca)urt in the following paragraphs. 

12. In the month of July, having had occasion to address the Ciovernmeiit on the 
subject of* the extortions practised by the people of the Macao Custom-h^^use (the 
result of which we shall have the honour to slate in a suh.se(juent part of this letter), 
we were riiiieli surprised to learn from the Merchants that llie \*ieeroy had refused to 
receive our statement, and had returned it to them, wuih directions to ojien and alter it 
in a inanmu- w Inch better suilt'd liis own views.* 

43. l^pon this occasion we presented a second statement to the Vicero}^, disavowing 
any sentiments wliicli might have he(!n iii.serted in our former aildress by the Merchants, 
and informing him that our *seal and signatures being always affixed to our rornmunica 
lions, we la gged that his Excellency would consider none as emanating from us which 
did not hear those marks of aiithentieily. 

44. Shortly after the arriv al of the Factory in Canton, l‘ a packet of letters to our ad- 
dress was .seizi'd by the Poon-qu-yune, a magistral^ of the Whampoa District, upon 
the person of the ( oinpradorc of the Orvvellt who was conveying the packet from that 
ship to the Company’s Factory, This circumstance having been stated by us to the 

Viceroy, 
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Viceroy/ tliat officer in rejdy, justified the conduct of the l\)on-yu-yunc, and directed 
that in fiittire all letters stfiit from our ships should be subjected to exainination.| This 
answer of tlie Viceroy, instead of being transmitted through the usual channel of the 
^Icrchanls, was pasted up on the walls of our Factory by authority, a measure evi- 
d(‘nl]y calculated to depreciate the foreign diameter in the eyes of the Chinese. 

to. An Edict was issued about the same time,j restricting the excursions of boats 
upon the river, which amus<unent being the sole opportunity we possess of enjoying 
fresh air and exercise, we felt by no means disposed to submit to without remonstrance. 
The authority also conferred, by this Proclamation, <m the river police to give annoy- 
ance to foreign boats passing between Canton and Whampoa, was likely to lead to dis- 
turbances, which w^e felt it to be our duty to prevent by a proper repre.sentation of the 
facts. 


Hi. While these circumstances w’cre under oiir consideration . it came to om' know- 
ledge that a Proclamation of a most grossly abusive nature had l)c‘eri issued by the 
Viceroy and IIoppo, calculated to degrade llie foreign character to the lowest tlegree 
in the eyes of the natives. "I'liis Proclamation we have alluded to, but not‘ recorded, on 
our Public Consultations under date the Mth October. 

47. After a mature deliberation upon the grievance's which wa; have detailed in the 
preceding jmrugraphs, w^e came to a determination that it was incumbent upon us to 
meet them by a strong remonstrance, calculated to put a stop to I’urllier aggression, 
experience? having proved that nothing can be ex[>ected to Ik? ol)raim?d from the Cliinese: 
l)y concession, which only becomes an inducement to attempt further invasion of pri- 
vileges. 

48. ^\"e therefore drew up an address to the Viceroys) in which we stated the 
4ibsolute necessity of a communication with our ships by letter, which could be easiest 
effected by the employing Chinese boats; that if his Excellency relused his permission 
for that mode of conveyance we must have recourse to the use of ship-boats, the crews 
of' which we were at all times most desirous to keep away from ( an ton, and to whicli 
we shoidd most unwillingly resort. 

49. We also represented to his Excellency that the recreation taken by foreigners 
upoii the river could not he view'ed merely a.s an amusement. ^J'he lieat and confined 
air of our Factories is highly injurious to the health of Europeans, situated, as they are, 
in the suburbs of a populous city ; no liberty beyonil the precincts of the Factory being 
permitted by land, we possess no means of escaping fixim the inconveniences above 
specified, excepting by excursions in boats upon the river; and wiiile that amusement is 
conducted within reasonable limits, it appears a harsh measure to restrict it. 

.50. In noticing the opprobrious proclamation of the Viceroy alluded to in a pre- 
ceding paragraph, we confined ourselves to stating that sucli proclamations were ill 
adapted to conciliate the feelings of foreigners. We also took the opportunity of 
remarking, that his Excellency’s predeccosor had adopted a very different line of con- 
duct 
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duct towards foreigners, luiving interdicted, by an Edict, the practices of abuse and 
insult carried on by the Cliinese on the river, as likely tt) irritate and lead to dis- 
tuHiance. We regretted to observe that the present Viceroy's acts were calculated to 
excite animosity. 

51. Having com!)ined these several subjects of complaint in one statement, we accom- 
panied them by such oI)servations as we considered appropriated to the subject, and 
delivered them to the Miu'chanls for jiresentation to the Viceroy* 

52. Wc were informed, the day after our representation was drawn up, that the Vice- 
roy relused to receive it, adding, that no necessity existed for presenting petitions. Upon 
th (* receipt of this intelligence we were compelled to adopt the inode of bringing onr 
grievances to Ins Exeelleiiey's notice, vvhi<-li has hcaai resorted to formerly on similar 
occasions ; viz, that of carrying our address to the city gates, and presenting it in 
person 

.52. We therefore requested Captain Hamilton to select such people* fi*om the boats’ 
cT(‘Vvs in Caii/on as werii considered mt‘n of respectable and orderly behaviour, and 
^desired liiin to acT'ompany Mr. Havis, wlm look charge of our letter to the city. A 
suflicient number of the ollieers of tlie Honourable Company's ships wen* also in attend- 
ance lt> control the conduct of the seamt n. This ])arty, having proceeded to one of the 
gates, and given notiei; of tlu* olqccl of their mission to the guards stationed there, {for 
whieh purpose* slips of paper, with an inscription in C hinese, signifying that they came 
to present an address in a quiet, orderly manner, were distributed amongst them), a 
Mandarin was shortly des|>atche(l to meet them, and receive their eominunication, upon 
which th(‘y r(*turnetl to the factories. 

51. Your Honoiirabh* (\)urt, will observe, under date IHib October of our Public 
C’onsultatioiis, the \b‘ceroy’s rcjily to the representation alluded to in tlie preceding ]^ara- 
i^rapli. Tliis J*Alict, ws* consider, may be vitwved as favourable, althougli a defensive tone 
is assumed in it: the principal yioinls of our rc})re.senlation are conceded. Me had also 
the .satisfaction to observe practical .symptoms of a di.sposition to acconunodati' matters, 
in a deputation wliicb iinmetlialcly Iblhnveil of the Nain-boy-ynne to onr Factories, to 
give directions fur the renewal of the works upon our Iandiiig-])lace, wbicli were forth- 
w'ifli resumed. Wc. hope, llioreforc, that the Viceroy has been convinced by t lie jiro- 
ceeding we adopted, of die impolicy of giving iinnece.s.sarv annoyance to foreigmrs, and 
that occasion will not again occur for res rling to an expedient to which we always most 
ninvillingly liave recourse. 
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EXTK ACl^ LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the CVmrt of Directors, dalecj 18th November 1828. 

Par. 27. We shall always feel pleasure in noticing the conciliatory contliicl of the 
officers of the Government, Having had reason lately to complain of very opposite 
lieatmeiit from them, accompanied by an evident disposition to vilify the foreign 
character and degrade it in Chinese estinuilioii, we forwarded a remonstrance, couchetl 
in such firm btit n'spectfiil language as, we trust, will produce a belter feeling i()wai*d.s 
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us in the Viceroy- Tlie imnw^diate result of our address, and the manner of its 
presentation was evinced in the temperate reply from that officer recorded under date 
18th October Inst. 
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Public Department, 8th October 1821), Paragraph 3 a’ 17. 
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lor these paragraphs, see letters adverted to, presented to the Select (*onimittc?e the 
3d June 1830, in the Appendix to the First Report of the Select I’oiuinitlec of the House 
of Commons, No. IX, page 1022, vt sv.q. 


EX1^KA( T I.ETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELIiCT COMMEPTEE 
at Canton to the Court uf Directors, dated 28lh January 1830. 

Par. 3. We stated in the 9th lo the 12th paragraph of tlie despatch a])ove referreil 
to, our intention to make a final attempt to procun* redress for the embarrassments of 
the trade, by application to the local authorities of Canton, in an appeal to the? newly- 
arrived IToppo, or (Commissioner of C ustoms. This resolution was carfic*d into effect 
and we lieg to refer your Honourable C ourt to our Secret (-'onsultations of 25th 
December 1829, for the address presented by ns to that officer. 

We regret tostaU', that the IIoppo’s reply ^ declared his determination to adhere 
to the decision formerly pa.s.sf*d upon onr representations by the Viceroy, and promised 
no improvement to the embarrassed situation of affairs. 

5. Having received what appeared at tliat time to be the final reply of tlie loc.al 
authorities, without an appearance of concession on any point, it became a subject of 
the most weighty consideration, whether we sliould resume commercial intercourse, or 
whether, in accordance with the tenor of our professions, w e should continue to abstain 
from such intercourse. A cjiieslion which embraces the interest of thi! Iloiioiirable 
(ornpaiiy, and of a large body of the British mercanlile comniimity, could not be viewed 
without a deep sense of the re.sjmnsibility incurred in forming our decision. We 
endeavoured to view the subject ‘.vith the strictest irnpai tiality of feeling, and liope we 
have selected that course wliicli is best calculaleil to place this trade <^n a firm founda- 
tion. In deciding our choice at so important a crisis, \vc have felt it a duty not to limit 
our views to the object of loading the Honourable ^ompany^s ships for the present 
season, wliich would be dearly attained at the ri.sk of incurring permanent and irreme- 
diable 
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cliiibic ini])etliinentfe lo commerce. It has been our caqie.st. endeavour lo secuiv sol iil 
advanta^^s to our honourable employers,, which niighl prove the basis of prosperity to 
their alhiirs in this country for successive years, 

6. VVe I’elt it incumbent upon us, as a preliminary step, to review the series of our 
corres})otulence with this Government,^ and have now the honour to state the inferences 
which vve have drawn from it. 

Part c>f J^ir, 7. The disinclination eVinced by the officers of Government to grant ahy 
new privileges lo the foi*eign trade might naturally have been expected, where both 
their own ]>vivate interests and their national prejudice against innovation were to be 
overcome ; but the contempt shown to the orders of the Emperor for the establishment 
ol* nc>v Iloiigs, by th<i promulgation of Edicts by the local govern men t,f without any 
iiitcution to act u]>on the professions cmitained in them, luis been a subject of surprise 
and what we certainly hud not anticipaU'd. 

Par. lo. Our influence with the Chine.«5e Government being purely of a eommercud 
nature, has been Iiitheiio supported by the aj)prehension of the witlidrawal of the trade. 
'Phis iulliiencc has been. supported cntir(;ly by opiliion, but has proved so strong as to 
prcpofulerate in aU differences ol* a serious nature. Whether the suspension of com* 
niercial intercour.se has originated willi the one party or the other, the risk and rtv 
spousibility of losing a valuable trade has ultimately preponderated over all other 
considerations in the minds of the local authorities. 'I'lirough the influence of this 
j>rinci|)le, skilfully directed, the interests of oiir honourable einf)Ioyers have been 
hitherto })reservcd, and an cfiectual resistance opposed to the encroacliing spirit of a 
venal goveriHiiont. 

J(>. A coinl)ination of circumstances has rendered tlie em])loyment of .this pow'eHul 
weapon, the sii.sj)eusion of trade, neccjssary. We had ho})ed, From the lone in which 
the Govennm.'iit replied to our rejne.senlatioiis at the comihencerment of the discussion, 
that we should be able to report lo your Honourable ( ourl some favourable circum- 
stances at an earlier period ; but notwitlistaiiding our declaration of the impossibility of 
ent(?ring on coiiimercial intercourse till the Ilong was relieved from its embarrassed 
condition, and our reiterated repre.s('iitations to that effect, an apathetic indiflerence 
charaeterized the policy of the Government, and no impression seemed to be produced. 
If, after taking up such grounds, we had con.senled to recede, and trade upon the terms 
ilictateil by our opponent.^ no hojie could have been entertained of resisting their 
encroachments for the future. Suspension of interc(»urse would hereafter be looked 
upon a.s a vain threat, and tlie only course lelt to us be implicit submission to tlu‘ will of 
ilie victors. J'he Cxihong system being put in force in its most obnoxious form, w'ould 
.sa}) the foundation of the Honourable C ompany’s trade, wdiile all resistance would be 
rendered liopeless. "llie opinion of the firmness and integrity of the reprc.senlative.s of 
llie Ilonoiirable ('ompaiiy in this country, which has hitherto proved an effectual check 
to the inroads of avarice and oppre.ssion, would lose its influence. The (.'liinese Chivern- 
inent would accpiire the lamentable conviction, that this trade, being indispensable to 
foreigners, could be conducted according to the dictates of their ow n interests. They 
would proceed under this impression lo additional acts of extortion, w hich the absence 
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of the moral influence that has hitherto operated as a check, would reach such a point as 
to render the continuance of the trade impracticable, without recourse to measures of a 
dcs})erate nature. 

17. From tills we were led to the reflection, that a serious loss of time, and heavy ex- 
pense, had already been incurred in sustaining the discussion to the period when it 
became necessary to determine whctlicr we should abandon or maintain our position. 
W as tl>is to be a useless sacrifice, without the attainment of any corresponding recom- 
pense? C-ould we hope, even in submitting to it, tiiat the trade would be satisfactorily 
conducted under the system to which it would be reduced. Our experience of Chinese 
cliaracter forbade us to entertain such an expectation ; and we could only contemplate 
the certainty of being coni|)elled to r(*new the struggle hereafter, and at no distant 
period, under increased difliculties and embarrassments. 

IS. We confidently trust, that an impartial view of both sidt?s of this intricate (jues- 
tion will lead your Honourable Court to the conviction wliieb it produced in our minds. 
We came to the conclusion, that a persev(u*ance in the course hitherto pursued offered, 
of two evils, the least to our choice, and we d(*tcrmined to abstain from trade till some 
I'avourable alteration in tlie terms upon which it was oflered rendered it worthy of accept- 
ance. The more important, the more valuable the interests at slake, the more do they 
recpiire tlu! protection of firmness, on which our hopes of tlieir security for the future 
can alone be placed with confidence. We consider that wc stood on high grounds on 
the present occasion, and that our grievances, when hroiiglit to the notice of the Court of 
Fekiii, could not fail to meet attention and receive redress. resistance of the local 

government to the commands of their superiors, and the frauds practised upon foreigners, 
with the connivance of the Canton authorities, in such instances as those of llie bank- 
ruptcy ofManhop, and the removal of property by the retired partner of the Hung of 
Chunqua, could not fail to be seriously viewed by a Government always jealous to pre- 
serve the integrity of its authority, and unwilling to jiermit claims to exist against it on 
the part of foreigners. Tliese, while they destroy all pretensions to the udministraiion 
of imperial justice, compromise at tlie same time the dignity of the Empire. 

H). Having given the subject the most deliberate attention, and we need hardly 
assure your Honourable Court, tliat it has caused the deepest anxiety in our minds, W 3 
c ame to tiie determination of preparing our shijis to leave the port, being convinced 
that llieir prci.seiice encouraged the opinion that we liad not seriously resolved to 
act upon the professions which we had lield out to the Government, and that no 
hopes of an accommodation could he entertaiiu'd till tlie apj)rehensions of the Cliinese 
were excited for the witlidrawal of the trade. At the same time, we took measures for 
the despatch of two of our ships to difl’ereni parts of the coast, for the purpose of 
presenting memorials, addressed to the Emperor of China, upon the embarrassments 
of the British trade to Canton. 

Part of Par. 20. ]leing rc.solved, however, to lose no cliance of a favourable turn in 
alTairs, which might avert the necessity of recourse to the extreme measure of the 
removal of our ships, we drew up a Memorial to the Emperor of Cliina, ^' .slatkig in a 
general manner the grievances for which we sollciled redress, and having enclosed one 
copy of it under a seal to the Viceroy, and one to the Hoppo, we forwarded them to 
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Canton, in ilie charge of a gentleman of the Factory, attended by a party of Comman- 
ders, officers and seamen of oiir ships, with orders to deliver them at the gates of the 
city. 'i1iis duty was piirfornied on the 18lh instant, and the addresses were received by 
an inferior officer of the Goveriiincnt. We shall have the honour to detail to your 
Honourable (’onrl the result of this mission in a subsequent part of this despatch ; and 
will only remark here, that it has been of a nature sufficiently satisfactorj' to induce us 
to postpone the adoption of the measures to which we have alluded in the preceding 
paragraph, though \vc cannot state at the present moment that the necessity of such a 
course has been removed. 

Par. 30. On the 23d instant replies were received from the Viceroy and Hoppo'^ to 
our addresses, enclosing memorials to be transmitted to the Emperor of China. The 
eommuuicatioii of thf‘ ITopjJo is in unison with the former Edicts of that officer, as 
regards its general import ; hut it returns the memorial to tl>e Emperor, and states as a 
reason for this proceeding, that the mode of presenting it was irregular. 

31. The Vieeroy has also returned the memorial to the Emperor, alleging the same 
reason for his refusal to transmit it to Court as lias been given by the Hoppo, The 
tone, h()W(iV(‘r, which pervades the Proclamation of the former officer is of the most 
conciliatory nature, and when put in comparison with the last communication receiveil 
from him, in which any further attention to our representations was peremptorily 
refused, may, we hope, be assumed as proof that a considerable change has taken place 
in his senliments.f 

32. We forbear to offer a decisive opinion upon a document, which must be jmlged 
rather by its general tenour than by the precise signification of its contents. It has, 
however, alForded us this consolatory reflection, thal the door is again opened to nego- 
ciations, and we liavc taken advantage of this circumstance in the manner which we 
think offers the best cliaiice of bringing matters to a satisfactory termination, if the 
professions contained in his Excellency’s Edict jirove sincere. 

33. The real substance of the Viceroy’s Proclamation may be summed up as 
follows : 

I'hat an express has been despatched to the province in which the elder Chunqua 
ncAv resides, to cause liis immediate return. 

That candidiites have olfered themselves for the sitiuilion of Hong jNIerchnnts. 

That the creditors of Hong Merchants may meet together, make iij) their accounts 
and claim payment. This we conceive to have reference to the debts of the Hong of 
Chunqua. 

And, that the Emperor’s orders have been received, sanctioning a modification and 
reduction of the present paid upon entering the port. 

34*. In noticing our request to be allowed to rent warehouses, the Viceroy has 
adhered to his former refusal to grant that point; but he has given the most positive 
assurances for the security of property lodged In the Hongs of the Chinese Merchants, 
who, he has most distinctly declared, are liable to the risk of fire, water, thieves, and 
every earthly calamity that can occur to goods confided to their charge. As regards the 
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Security of property, we are not aware that in any pari of the world rt exists upon 
more favourable terms than those, to the importer. And although the object of con- 
ducting commercial dealings imlependenlly of the medium of the Hongs is not posi- 
tively gained by this arrangement, it seems probable that nipch may be eiVected by an 
inclination on the ]mrt of the Foreign and Chinese Merchant to consult mutual accorn 
modatlon. We ^ feel, therefore, tliat we must remain satisfied with the Viceroy’s deci- 
sion upon tKis point, and exclude it iii subsequcui ncgociation from the list of 
denmntl{§. . 

35. - The Edict (,o wdiich wv. aj'e referring conclndcs by general assurances of a desire 
to accommodate, and quotes the orders of the Emperor expressive of the same jFurpose, 
and an. inclination to encourage the peaceable conduct of foreign commerce. 

36. The circiimslanccs of the change of tone adopted by the Ciovernment when an im- 

pressum has been exoited that our ships would leave the p(>rt, coujded with the disincli- 
nation evinced to receive our memorials to the Emperor, lead us to draw fhennreronci 
. that. instructions have actually l)een transmitted iVoiu the (\>urt of Pekin^to adjust the 
discussion upon fair and reasonable terms; and that tlii‘ local government lias been 
forced to the disclosure of this fact by our di iuonstratiou of recourse to extreme 
mea^ureJs. , • 

3‘7. It is a remarkable point that the date refeurcd to in the V^iceroy's Edict, as that 
of the arrival of the express from Pekin, should be the very day upon which the delivery 
of our memorials at the city gates took place. This circumsUinci! would fairly warrant 
llu‘ conjecture that tl>e Government htis wished to make it appear that the alteration in 
their tone preceded, and was not the effect of that measure. A more distant date could 
not be named, for it miglit fairly be asked, why weie the Imperial orders ooncealed ? It 
had moreover been asserted by llie Merebaiits in ('anton, on the very day that tin* 
occurrence took place, that the desjiatch from Pekin could not be expected in less llian a 
forliiiglit. The cause aiul effect are too nearly allied by appearances to admit of mtich 
doubt respecting their real connection. 

38. Our rtqily to th(i Viceroy, (o wjiich we beg to draw your Honourable Conrt’.s 
attention, has been carefully drawn up with the obj(‘et of demonstrating to bis Excel 
lency that while we have every wish to meed the conciliatory fet^Iings exhibited iiVhis 
proclamation, by a rerijirocal desire of amicable adjustment, we arc in no way disposed 
swerve from the resolution which wa.s communicated to the Goveriiriicnt at tlie time 
when WT presented our memorials to the Emperor; and that our resort to extreme 
measures is merely postjmned, uiuler the impression that his Exeelleiu'y meditates a 
reasonable accommodation. 

39. An apj)earance of anxiety has been evinced by the Viceroy to rc'ceive our nnsw^er, 
in the deputation of a Government Eingnist to proceed in charge of his Excellency’s 
communication to Macao, and await our reply, which will be made with as little delay 
as possible. 


Extract 
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CHINA PAIHMIS 


EXTRACT LETTER (Secret and C/onfldeiitial) from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Chairnuin of the Court of Directors, dated 31.st Jan. 1830. 

Wk perceive, in the Viccroy*s last answer to our address, in the peculiar w^ayin whicli 
it was forwarded to us, and in the marked manner in which he voluntarily re-opens the 
negocialions which lie liad himself closed, by refusing to rijceive our addresstjs, the good 
eflcct that lias been produced by our last measure of prescniting our petition for the Em- 
peror at the city gatii. We believe now that the Governmeiil is convinced that w(» are in 
eaiTU‘st ; and we also believe that tin; Viceroy is disposed to grant such terms as we shall 
be able to accept. So strong is our conviction on this point, that were we contending 
with any other than this peculiar jieoplc, we believe an arrangement might take place 
Very sliortly. 

\\"e have every reason to hope we sliall be enabled to restore the Hong to its original 
numher of twelve or thirteen ; and should our efforts prove successful, we shall consider 
the ('oinpany’s trade with China rescued from a state of peril, the greatest pcrlmps it 
has i^ver been exjioscd to. 

We have before observed, that we believe the Viceroy will grant such concessions as 
W(‘ can expect; hut the greatest caution is necessary on our parts ; tot> much anxiety 
evinced would infallibly tend to makes him recede; the policy of the Government 
appears to be to grant nothing beyond wbat necessity obliges them to do, even in things 
most trivial. 

W(‘ do not consider we are too sanguine in expressing our hope, that in three weeks 
the ships will beat Whampoa. 

We have been informed, that at this moment respectable men arc ready to be made 
Hong Merchants, hut that the Viceroy and TIoppo, in defiance of their positive declara- 
tions to the <\<mtrary, still endeavour to extort an exorbitant fee, to the collective amount 
of 50,000 dollars for each Hong. We look to this difficulty being overcome, now that 
the Government are convinced of the necessity of the case. 


(E.) 

Redress oi 
(irievances, . 

Foreign Tradt 
with Eant^i! 
New Hongs. 


EXTKAC' l’ LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELEC T COMMIITEE 
at ('antoii to tlu^ Court of Directors, dated lOth Eeh. IS;)0. 

Par. 2. VVe have great satisfaction in cmmniinieating to your Honourable (.'ourt the 
intelligence that an accommodation has been effected, with reference to llie discussion in 
wliicli we have been engaged with tin? Vhiueso (iovemmeiit, and that the Honourabh' 
C/Oinpauy's ships receive<l our orders to enter the river upon the Glh instant. 

3. We shall have the honour to detail to your Honourable Court the particular cir- 
cumstances of this arrangement at a future opportunity. 


Extract 
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Redrew of EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE at 
Cirievances, &c. Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 23d Feb. 1830. 

Foreign Trade with satisfaction to inform your Honourable Court, that in con- 

Canton. siM^ueiice of an arrangement that lias been effected with the Guvenmieiit of Canton, the 

New Hongs. Honourable Company’s ships received our orders to enter the river and commence the 

immediate discharge of their cargoes on the Gth instant. We shall have the honour to 
detail the circumstances which have given rise to this resolution. 

3. Upon the 1st of this month the Hong Merchants arrived at Macao, hut without any 
official deputation from tlni Government. Their ostensible motive for visiting this place 
was to take leave of Mr. Plowdeii, who had embarked for England the day preceding 
their arrival. They informed us, that an answer might be daily expected from the 
Viceroy to our last address ; upon which, we declined to enter into any discussion with 
tliein respecting our future proceedings.* 

4. Upon the 5th instant, a Prix^lamation was received from the Viceroy* through thc^ 
Merchants, which will bo found in our Secret Consultations under tlie same date. 

5. The general tenor of this document is of the most conciliatory nature, as well as 
that previously received from his lixeclleney, and recorded upon the 25th ultimo ; both 
lead to the conclusion that thc^ Govcnimont are extremely desirous to preserve the trun- 
(juillity which has usually attended the conduct of the trade ; imd perhaps upon the 
jireseiit occasion have evinced a greater anxiety to restore it to its ordinary course than 
they have hitherto permitted themselves to disclose. 

(). The N’iceroy's IMict informs us that one new Hong has already been established, and 
that other persons have reipiested to be allowed to enter the Hong ; that he not only is 
desirous of increasing the number of Merchants to its original strength, but will also, if 
opportunity offers, be glad to extend it even beyond that limit. 

7. Idle progress actually made towards the completion of the original number of tlui 
Hong is certainly but small, and our knowledge of the Chinese character dues not permit 
us to calculate with coiifideiice upon the fullilnient of llie promises of the Government 
hereafter. At the same time there are some arguments which support the assertion nf 
the Viceroy, that it is irnjiracticable to accomplish this object at the present moment. It 
has been slated by the Merchants, that the reluctance to engage in the foreign trade pro- 
ceed.s from want of confidence in tlie future prospect of beneficial returns to the specu- 
lator, that the embarrassmeuts of the commerce discourage persons of property from 
coming forward; and that those who are now deterred by such reasons from presenting 
their names as candidates for adniLssiun into the Hong, may be expected^ if our ships 
enter the port, and mercantile affairs arc restored to the regular routine, to embnice 
with pleasure the favourable opportunity now offered to them of entering the trade upon 
moderate terms. Puankhequa, Goipia and Kinqua declared, tliat they were each 
ii(‘(piainted with a person who contemplated the establishment of a Hong. There ap- 
pears 


Secret Consultations, 25 Jan. 1830. 
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pears also to have existed a doubt whether the now Merchants would receive the assis- 
tance to be derived from a portion of the Company's business being allotted to them, 
upon their commencing their commercial career. ^V’'e attach such importance to the 
attainment of new members to the Hong, that we shall give every encouragement in our 
power to enterprising in this line : but before we arc acicpiaintod with the character of the 
new Merchants, our transactions with them will necessarily be confined to the purchase 
of teas from them, and the sale of our imports for cash payments. An equitable discount 
will of course be allowed in the latter transaction for the consideration of receiving ready 
money. It is .said, that the knowledge of our intentions in this rc'spect will prove a great 
inducement to the candidates, especially when combined with the resumption of trade, 
and our personal appearance in Canton. 

S. A Tea Merchant, named Pun-suy-lan, has been mentioned as very desirous to enter 
the Hong. This jjorsoirs name has appeared on our records as the contractor to supply 
the Fokien Bohea received from the Hong of Chunqua. nioinjli he has proved on some 
oeca-sions a trouble.soine oj)ponent in the t<*a trade, yet the eiiorgy displayed by him pro- 
mises a useful addition to the body of Hong Merchants ; the knowledge and connections 
of Pun-suy-lan would in all probability render his mercantile speculations successful, 
and we should feel highly gratified if he is induced to carry his project into execution. 

U. The obstacle which has hitherto existed upon the part of the Government to obtain- 
ing competition in the foreign trade appears to have been overcome, as far as the prin- 
ciple extends, by the creation of one Iloiig. The manager of this is said to have been 
admitted upon the payment of fees to a moderate amount, and such as will by no means 
deter other persons from coming forward. The Viceroy has repeal'd the assurances for- 
merly given of the payment of debts, and the punishment of Merchants who might be con- 
victed of fraudulent practices; and we have expressed our willingness to rely upon the 
honour of thy Government for the fulfilment of Uiese promises. I'lie point which seemed 
at thi.9 juncture jiriueipally to demand our attention was, whether we were justified, 
under existing circumstances, in accepting the assurance of the Vieeroy, tliat the Hong 
shall he restored to its original number. 

10. In forming our determination upon this subject, we naturally attach great impor- 
tance to what appeared to be the general impression produced on the minds of the Chi- 
nese by the suspension of our trade. The tone adopted by the Government towards the 
latter part of this discussion has evinced serious apprehensions of the ultimate removal of 
the trade ; and it may be hoped that this impression will act as a powerful check upon 
them in future, to prevent the repeated connivance at frauds, such as characterizt d the 
bankruptcy of Manhop, and the removal of Ghunqua, the latter person having been the 
cause of such serious inconvenience to the trade, we think wall be either severely punished, 
or compelled to return to Canton. If it be true that the conduct of this person has been 
represented to Pekin, it seems hardly possible that he can escape tlie heavy displeasure 
of that Court, who must see the necessity of jmtting a stop to such practices, if they wish 
for the continuance of the trade. 

11. We are rather inclined to augur favourably respecting the augmentation of the 
Hong. W e trust that the same efl'ect has been jiroduced in the minds of the Chinese by 

4 F 2 the 
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tlie (M)iitiinicvl sus])('nsii»n oi* the trade that have resulted from its actual removal, 

and that the influr^nce of* this impression will prevail for some time in ch(‘cking the en- 
(•.roachnicnts of the Government. Upon a review of the (•ircumstanees, th(‘re ap]K‘ar(*d a 
probability of obtaining' an augmentation of the Hong through the encouragenumt we 
niii^dil give to the new Merchants, while the ruin of two or three of the old Hongs seemed 
to be the inevitable consetpience of continuing the suspension of commereial intercourse. 

1*2. Coiisuleratious of expedi<MU*y were strongly in favour ot an immediate adjustment 
of dill’erenc(‘s ; the advanced period of the seasiai admitted ot no further discussion, and 
we were called upon to decide between the rem 'Val of the Hononrahh' (’omj>aiiy s ships 
from the porl, and the scmliug them to \Vliam])oa n itliont (hday : the pressure of circiim- 
statices admitted of no middle course. It still remained in oiir powei to load and d(‘spatch 
tin? fleet from Ghina before the arrival of the season \vhieli would prtM-lnde the hope of 
their elferting a direct passage to the Straits ; but any fiirtlnu’ ]M)stponement ol tin* atlop- 
tion of this measure would have destroyed the expectation (»r success. The advanct's 
towards an accommodation made by th(‘ Government gave us a favoural^le ami unex- 
pected opportunity of aecomplishing this desirable obj(‘ct u|)on bunourable terms, ami 
w(* consider that we slmuld not be jiistifiisl in iicgleeting to avail ourselves ot it. I'be 
A iceroy had invited us in tin* most eoncilialory languagi* to n*sume the trade. He bad 
given us (be most ])o.sitive as^nraiice< that no obstacle should be made to the ooinplction 
of the original niiniher of the Hong, and professed his wish even to extend it. ddie prin- 
ci])le of u|)])osition to the introduction of the ('ohong system seemed to have l)een 
gained. 

11. With ref<*renee to (lie considerations which have been above stated, we determined 
l(» dialer the llonourable Uonipany s ships to enter the port, and commence discharging 
their cargoes ; and we trust that this d(*cisluu will receive your Honourable Court's ap- 
f^robation. d'he event must prove wh<*ther our dt’cisioii has b(»en judicion.^ It has b(*eij 
formed upon the hope that such an imjwession has been ])ro(luee(l by the long suspension 
(/f our trade, ix< has convinced the C’hinese of the necessity of making a serious attempt t(» 
R'stnn* its prosperity, and that this ojaiiioii will r<*]i<ler (he acloption of more extreme 
measures an aJtcrnalivc which may Ibr (In^ prescrit be avoided. V\ e have addressed tlu‘ 
\ iceroy in re])ly to tliat ollicer’s last communication, stating the motive"* which hue! 
induced us to alter our determination ofreni(»ving the Honourable (’omj)any’s ships from 
the ]>ort, and that we have acted on a iinn reliance upon the assurane(*s which His 
Excellency has given, that the attainment of the important objects of the return of th 
eld<‘r C'humpia, the [laymcMit of the debts of that Hong, and (he establishment of new 
Hongs, shall receive every assistance which it is in the pow(*r of the Government to 
nmcler. 

jr>. Since writing the preceding paragraphs the President has had a personal inter- 
view with the 'i\*a Merchant, Pumsny-lan. This person has ])c(itioned the government 
to h(» allowed to establish a Hong for tlie foreign trad<‘. 'J’he Viceroy has passed an 
ap[)]i( a(ion to the Jloppo, by whom a demand of 2(^000 tal(*s is said to ho made as the 
price of admission. Pun-suy-lau stated his readiness to ])ay this sum if it met onr 
approval, with the object of immediately entering into the privileges of a Hong Mer- 
chant, 
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I’ArUiC^ 


cliaiit, whi(!h nmst be very desinible to him a:s a j)ro{)riel.r)r of tea to a lar<>‘e esteiit ; l)iil 
lie was dissuaded strontj;]y from acet'dinu t(, ili^ demand, upon the priiici])le that a pre- 
cedent woul<l be tht?reby establish(‘d fen- the ass(‘ssment of all subsoipjeat petitioners. If 
tht‘ ap[)lieatioii of Fuii-suy-iaii proves unsuccessful, we shall consider it our duty to 
addiess the Viceroy on the subjret , whicli we trust will accelerate the setllemeiit of 
this (juestioii. ^^ c feel desirous to see tins person establish(!d as a llon^ Merchant, not 
only from (he ho])e that the example may tend to eucoiira^(‘ others to follow the same 
{!ourse, but from the character of the man himself, who is saiil to possc^ss tinmiess and 
jesolulion, which we may tind useful in oj)posin<^ tin; influence of Flowapia in the 

C’ohonsr. 

1<L \\ shall probably be able, by a la(i‘r dcsjiatch, to coninmnicate to your JJoiiour- 
able Court more dc'cisive iiilelli^^^Miee upon (lu‘ subj<M*t of tin' preceding para i;Ta[)h, 
w'tdl as to oiler an o])inii)ii respect iiii; the dis})osition of the officers of (Government to 
fullil (he assurances under uhicdi we have* rectmnuenced our commer(*ial transactions. 
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KX'J’RAC'r LK'n'KR in the S('cr(‘l Department, from the SDT.ECT COMMTTTTdl 
• at C ’ant on to lh(‘ Court of Directors, dattal ‘Jd March IS*U). 

l^ir. ’J. Ln the* concluding parii^ra])!! of that despatch^' we informed your Honourable 
Court, that the d\;a Merchant. Fun-sny-lan, had ])eti(innetl the Government for per- 
mission to cstabli.sh a iloii^, but that some d<*mur was madi*. arisini; from tht? fees de- 
manded for his admission, which mi^lit laaider it eventually iaa'i\ssary i'{)v ns to 
address tin* (Gov(*rument upon tin' subject. 

d. Jhui-suv-lau suhse([uenlly informed us, that the obstacles to the establishment of 
liis Hong were made in tlie lloppo s departnn'iit. and recommended our addressing the 
Vicer(>y, as a measure liUel v to bring the ailair a speedy termination. 

-1. We therefore ])resenled a statement to tJiat oilicer.t expri'ssing a hope tliat hi.^ 
Excellency would not permit the good intentions wliicli a])peared to iidluence. him for 
rbsturing the prosperity of the traih*, to he thwarted in any depuitmeiit of tin* (iovem- 
iiient. Wo further added, tliat w e had resumed our commercial transactions under his 
Excelleuey's assuranci* of promoting our views in the cn^atiuii of new Hongs upon any 
favourable opportunity, and that we looked with coiitideiice to see those pnanisivs 
fuUilled. 

We have the sati'^fuetioii to inform your Honourable C’ourt, that this representa- 
tion was attemled with the desired etlecL dlie Hong of Pun-suy-lan was proclaimed 
on the 27 th instant, only two days after the presentation of onr address ; and the day 
following another new Hong was declared to havi^ received tJie permission of (Go- 
verimieiit to conduct the foreign trade. * 

(j. We shall now have the honour to eommiinieat«_' to your Hunovirable Court sueli 

information 


• 2‘A Im?!). 


t Public Consviluitiojjs, 'iAth Keb. iB'iO. 
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kifosTnation as has readied ua reapectiny oiretimaleiicei and aeaiiexioiis of^ the tliree 
Hongs newly esIabUdied. 

7 * The Manager of the first Hong declared in the Vieemy?a Sdiot» recorded upon our 
Secret Consultatioitt under date the 5th uttimo, is one of eeeeral brothers^ amongst 
whom a considerable property traa dkided upon the death of /their father^ but which 
left but a moderate aum aa the diare of each of them* One of the brothers is the 
manager of a silTersmih's shop formerly conducted by the father^ who traded also largely 
in sycee* The name of the new merchant is Yen-ke Tseang ; the Hong’s name is Hii^ 
Tae. To avoid confusion of names in future we shall adopt the name of the Hong to 
designate the individual who manages it. This mode of denomination appears the most 
correct^ as it has reference to the firm^ and can never be clianged ; the names of persons 
in China are constantly altered^ according to the caprice of the individual, and this habit 
prevails to such a degree that Europeans experience the greatest difficulty in ascertaitiiiig 
the correct appellation of any native. 

8. The second newly- established firm, under the management of Pun-suyiLlan, is called 
Chong Wo. Pun-suy-lan's correct name is Punn-wun-taou, in the Mandarin dialect, or 
Pun-mun-to in that of the province of Canton. Tliis person has long been engaged in 
the tea^rade, in which he amassed a property of considerable amount; he is a native 
of the province of Fokien. We understand that he has sustained a heavjRloss in his 
dealings with the Hong of Chunqiia. This is said to amount to 100,000 dollars ; but 
he is still represented to be a man possessed of large property, and his character'stands 
high amongst his countiTmen. We view the accession of this person to the body of 
Hong Merchants as a most desirable addition to their number. If capital to a certain 
extent, managed by a man of knowledge in the tea trade, » and acuteness of understanding, 
can thrive in the foreign commerce, it has now a fair prospect of success. 

9. The third Merchant acknowledged by the Government is named Ma*too-leang, in 
the Mandarin dialect ; the name of the Hong is Shun Tae. This person has been many 
years engaged in foreign trade, both in Canton and at Macao, and is Well spoken of by 
Europeans who have dealt with him. He is himself possessed of some property, and is 
connected with a partner, who is spoken of as being in very independent circumstances. 
The partner was engaged in the opium trade, and banished for some offence to Elee, 
from whence he has returned several years, the punishment of exile having been remitted 
upon payment of a fine. This man is said to have been the projector of the new Hong, 
and to possess the largest share of the capital invested in it, but in consequence of the 
circumstance above alluded to he could not appear ostensibly as the manager of the firm. 
We enteltaiii hopes that this Hoiig may prove useful to the foreign trade* 

10. It is extremely satisfactory to us to find that the Government has fulfilled its pro- 
mises of the creation of new Hongs, as the faith kept upon one point encourages the 
hope tllat il will be maintamed iii^others.^ We bear there are stUl peiaoiis<d( 9 iin)U 8 of 
being made Merchants, and shall perhaps be able hereafter to report further accessions 
to the Hong. 

1 1. It appears that the Chong Wo Hong has been permitted to conduct trade without 
obtaining the security of the other Hong Merchants ; ^e Hong will therefore be respon- 
siblq for its own debts, and these, if incurred, can produce no injury to tlie remaining mem- 
bers. 
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bers. Tliit is M ituioMtien wfaiobwe have constantly suggested to the Government 
during the late discussion^ and which it appears diey have now adopted i^ntaneously^ 
although unwilling to a{^ear to doit at our suggestion ; ^e would gladly see every 
Merchant placed upon this independent footings and hope it may continue to prevail in 
the creation of all the new firms. Although we believe tliat private traders would con^ 
tend for the preservation of the old .system^ which enables them to entail a debt> by 
means of the necessities or imprudence of the indigent Merchants^ under the security o( 
the more wealthy, we shall always view the abolition of so unjust a regulation, as calcu- 
lated by raising the independence of the Merchant to give vigour and energy to the trader 
and consider it the first st^ towiurds improvement. 

12. While this regulation prevails there can, to all appearances, be little difficulty in 
procuring additional members to the Hong. The impediments which must be expected 
from the old Mer^diants under the former system, are principally removed, and a prospect 
of something resembling free trade is open to us. The only existing obstacle would seem 
to be the disinclination to encourage competition, which must for some time continue to 
pervade the established Hongs ; but we trust tliat this may wear away with time, as our 
intercourse with thw natives improves. 

13. We are unable to give your Honourable Court any certain intelligence respecting 
the elder Ohunqua’s return to Canton. Numerous rumours are afioat, upon none of 
which dependence can be placed. In the meantime we have considered it adivsable en- 
tirely to withdraw our commercial dealings with the Hong of Chunqua, with the view of 
marking our determination to give no encouragement to the acts of dishonesty which have 
characterized its management, as well as with reference to the utter inability of the Hong, 
in its present embarrassed condition, to conduct our ti'ado. The coutluuation of our 
support would have answered no purpose beyond tlie liquidation of the debts of Euro- 
pean creditora^ and your Honourable Court have already expressed your dissatisfaction 
with that mode of conducting business, in reference to the bankrupt Hongs preserved 
from insolvency through the assistance of the Honourable Company in the season 1813-14. 
Our aid in this insfStice would, in fact, have tended to perpetuate a system which we are 
desirous to abolish, and which we hope in time will become extinct. We have also con- 
sidered it judicious to give every encouragement in our power to the new Hongs, which 
the shares of our trade, vacated by the suspension of our dealings with Chunqua, enable 
us to offer. At the same time, if the former partner of that Hong should hereafter re- 
turn and be willing to re-establish the firm, we shall be ready to resume our transactions 
with the Hoag, though perhaps under a reduction of their original extent, till the credit 
of tile establishment has been restored by a course of prudent and upright management. 


E}rtri^CT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
ai Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th March 1830. 

Par. 45. We shall endeavour, as far as it is practicable, to conform to the wishes 
of your Honourable Court, expressed in the paragraphs under reply ; but "we beg to 
l emark, that instances will occur in which we may be compelled to depart from these 

instructions. 
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iiistnictions. As the Chinese Oovernment avoids as mooh as possdile, direct eoixmiunioa- 
lion with foreigneps^ they frequently enforce their measures through the medium of the 
Hong Merchants or other natives. •Exactions and restrictions cue thus heaped upon the 
foreign trade^ through an indirect diaimel^ and would daily im:rease if we allowed their 
progress to pass uunotioed. We may here instance an oooaston in which our prompt in* 
terference caused the' ifnmediate aUainmeat of a. Tcry important pmot to the interests of 
the Honourable Company, although made in favour of persons with whom we are totally 
unconnected. We allude to our address to tlie Viceroy respecting the deipsuds made by 
the Hoppo, on the application of the manager of Chong Wo Hong, to enter upon the 
foreign trade.* The result of that remonstrance was most successful. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated I8th September 1830, 

, ^ r 

Par. 6. Ws have much satisfaction in iuiiiounciiig to your Honourable Court that two 
more Hong Merchants have lately been added to tlie four admitted info the Cohong last 
season. . : . 

. 7. We are at pisesent without the necessary information regarding the character and 
capability of these men to offer an opinion as to their individual merits ; but we greatly 
rejoioe at tlte circumstance, and trust that one of tb^ principal barriers formerly existing 
to the extension of the Cubong (we allude to the exliQrbitant iees on the creiation.of a new 
Merchant) is removed. 


EXTRACT IJfiTTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to tlie Court of Directors, dated 2Sth January 1831. 

Par, 26. An Address to the Governor, stroi^ly recommending the creation of more 
Hong Merchants, sis a measure mutually advantageous to both parties, has been drawn 
up, and will bo found 'recorded on onr Public Oonsultationsjt transmitted by the present 
despatch. ■ ; 


EXtRACT LETIER in tlie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of IJircctors, dated llth Pebruary 1831. 

Par. 5. Your Honourable Court has already been informed that we deemed it our 
duty tb address the Governor of^’Cantc^, urging' the advantages i;dueh mtist tfiae to 
English as well as Chinese 'interests by tho.eiaetion of more Hon^ .Mfltehants, who were 

men 


Public ContuUMiont, fiStb Feb. 1^0, 


t Ibid. 28 1831. 
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men of* credit and diaracter. We have received a most favourable reply from bis Excel- 
lency, admitting the justice of our application for the creation of substantial Merchants, 
and expressing, in language more distinct than is generally characteristic of a Chinese 
Proclamation^ that the more there were ** the better.** A copy of this document 
will accompany our present despatch. . It will become our duty to remind his Excellency 
of the wisdom of his determination, should any unnecessarily protracted delays take place 
ill the accomplishment of so desirable an object. 


(2ft>-RESPECTIN(; THE TRADE IN OPIUM. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton fo the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 21st November 

1821. 

Par. 34. On our Secret Records, under the dates noticed in the margin,* your Honour- 
able (\)mtnittee will perceive the measures so frequently threatened by the Chinese 
Government to check the Opium Trade at this port have been recently renewed. 

35. If we may believe the statements of the Merchants, the intentions of the local 
government are to be regarded as more determined than they have ever formerly been ; 
but as our communications with the Merchants have as yet been solely confined to a 
relation of their conferences with tlie officers of Government upon this subject, and as 
we have not been officially appealed to, we cannot help expressing our doubts as to tlie 
actual extent of the danger impending over the Opium Trade. 

36. Your Honourable Committee will perceive, however, that Pinqua has been de- 
prived of his Button, and that the Merchants have been more than usually solicitous with 
us to interfere in recommending the individuals concerned in this traffic to withdraw their 
shi^ from the port. 

37. It is no more than natural that men incurring the heavy responsibility of Hong 
Merchants, and acting in that capacity under a Government the most arbitrary and 
despotic in the universe, should feel the utmost solicitude at a moment when they are 
threatened with the heavy visitations of that Government, and we do most sincerely 
feel for their situations ; but we do not conceive it would be either prudent or politic 
to take any part in this matter, unless it is especially required from us from Govern- 
ment, by a more sufficient communication than messages, and we have hitherto declined 
all interference. 

38. We must beg to refer your Honourable Committee to our Secret Proceedings 
under the dates alluded to, for the particulars of tlie communications of the Hong 
Merchants on this important subject. The origin of the inquiry into the Opium trans- 
actions 
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actions is variously stated^ some asserting it to arise from the personal enmity of 
the Quongchow Foo to Piiiqua^ others to the more renal source of desiring to extort 
money. 

39. But to whatever source it owes its rise> the situation of the Merchants has become 
exceedingly critical^ accused on one side of former wilful neglect^ they are threatened on 
the other with the severest punishments if they do not report the ships concerned in this 
illicit traffic to Government ; and such is now become the weight of their re8i>on8ibility, 
that they have declared to us they must lodge infoimation against those ships unless they 
speedily quit the port. 

40. They further have intimated to us that in future bonds will be required from the 
Comj)any*s ships, declaring that there is no Opium on board, as well as from every 
other vessel entering the port, and until such bond is given they will be obliged to de- 
cline securing the ship. 

41. This question is by no means a novel one to your Honourable Committee ; a 
reference to former proceedings will show that similar demands were made in 1H17, and 
subsequently dropped ; such may only be the intention at present, but appearances 
lead us to believe this demand will be persisted in, and as it is one of an extremely 
objectionable nature, and if complied with, calculated to establish a precedent of thi* 
worst description, we shall feel it our duty to proceed with the utmost caution in assent- 
ing to it. 

45. Since writing the preceding paragraphs respecting Opium, we have seen the 
Viceroy’s Edict to Pekin on the subject of that commerce, and the Morchaids have 
delivered to us a copy of the Viceroy’s letter to them respecting it.* From these doeu- 
ineuls it will be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to observe that no imputa- 
tion is cast upon the Honourable Company’s ships for being concerned in this illicit 
tratfic. » 

4G. The measure of compelling tlie Opium ships to quit the port we conceive must be 
enforced, if the agents for them have any regard for the safety of the property at stake. 
I'he Hong Merchants have reported the names of these ships to Government, and the 
Viceroy has, in consequence, ordered one half of their regular import cargo to be confis- 
cated, and has refused to allow any return cargo to be shipped, insisting even upon the 
re-landing of that already sent on board ; and we hear that Government have further 
threatened to send down a force to Whampoa to seal the sliips’ hatches, and enfc*rce 
their departure. 

47. From all tliese circumstances your Honourable Committee will both perceive and. 
be able to judge of the determination of the local government to effectually suppress this 
illicit commerce, and if they firmly pursue their present system, it cannot continue to 
tarried on as heretofoi e. 


• Secret Consultations, I5tb and 10th November. 


ExTRAC'I 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1822. 

Par. 16. In our address to your Honourable Committee, per Herefordshire, of the 
21st November last, par* 34 and 41, we stated that the measures so frequently 
llireateiied by the Chinese Government for checking the Opium trade at this port, bad 
neeii recently renewed. 

17. These measures have been recently persisted in by tlie Viceroy of Canton, with 
such a degree of pertinacity, as to occasion the most serious interruption to this impor- 
tant branch of the trade of China, 

18. Among the regulations which the Viceroy is endeavouring to establish for prevent- 
ing the introduction of Opium into China, that one is perhaps of the most serious impor- 
tance to the continuation of the traffic at Whampoa, which proposes that all foreign ships 

^ should be secured by the four Senior Merchants, who are the only opulent and respec- 
table Hongs. 

l‘.>. By this it is meant, that on the arrival of a ship, each of these four Merchants in ro- 
tation should give a bond to Government, conveying their responsibility that no Opium 
is imported in her ; and for their more certain security, a counter-bond is required from 
the commanders or agents of ships before the Merchants give their pledge to Govern- 
ment, without wtiich the ship is not permitted to trade. 

26. This regulation is founded upon a plan submitted to Government by the Merchants 
themselves, which will be found in our Secret Records on the 20th November last. At 
the period it was recommended by the Merchants, they little imagined it would be pro- 
ductive of all tj^e evils now to be apprehended in its exercise, and we believe they now 
sincerely lament the opportunity they have thus unwarily afforded Government of prac- 
tising additional extortion and oppression in their several Hongs. 

21. In the 45th paragraph of our letter to your Honourable Committee, per Hereford- 
shire, w e stated that the Merchants had intimated to us, that in future bonds would be 
re(]fuired from the Honourable Company’s ships, in common with every other ship, and 
that until granted they could not undertake to secure them. 

22. Conformably with this intimation, we have now to inform your Honourable 
Committee that a bond has been demanded from the Commander of the Scaleby Castle, 
immediately on the arrival of that sliip at Whampoa, and the same having hitherti^ been 
withheld, that ship, as well as the Vansittart, have not yet been permitted to discharge 
their cargoes, 

23. Your Honourable Committee, in your letter to China of the 8th May 1818, have 
enjoined our conceding the point of giving bonds, if demanded by the Chinese Govern- 
ment, rather than renew the discussion of 1814 upon this subject, and the spirit of tiiese 
instructions furnished to us in that letter, accordnig to our interpretation, generally 
recommend acquiescence in tlie wishes of this Government. We conceive, however, that 
these instructions never could have contemplated the pernicious tendency of the affidavits 
now demanded. 
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24. These affidavits require an exieusioii of security beyond every reasonable limit ; 
namely^ that the parties subscribing them should affirm that not the smallest particle of 
Opium is imported in the ship ; and should it so happen that any is hereafter detected, 

. they assent cheerfully to submit to the laws^ or in other words, consent to confiscation of 
property, and expulsion from the port. 

25. The cases of the Gunner of the Essex in 1819-20, and the more recent one of the 
Captain's Steward of the Atlas in the present season, arc quite sufficient of tliemselves to 
show the impossibility of our being security against the introduction of Opium in our own 
ships, and the dangerous consequences that rnioht ensue if we consented to subscribe to 
this affidavit. * 

26. By the securities now demanded, it will be evident to your Honourable Couimitlee 
that a very important part of the Hong Merchants' responsibility is virtually transferred 
to foreigners ; and if such au innovation is acceded to, a precedent is established for others 
which may finally be productive of the worst consequences to the European trade with 
China. 

27. So long as the requisitions with Government were of a nature that (iid not invoKe 
in these consequences serious injury to the Honourable Company's interests, we should 
have considered it our duty to adhere implicitly to the Honourable C^iurt's Orders of tin* 
8th May 1818; but tlie present demands are of such an opposite tendency, that we feel 
it imperative upon us to resist them to the utmost of our ability. 

28. We accordingly drew up a temperate remonstrance against such a serious inuo- 
vatiou on our trade addressed to the Viceroy and Hoppo, representing to them our 
anxious wish that the Government will not persist in requiring affidavits from the ships of 
tlie Honourable Company, which he has already acquitted of participating in the Opium 
Trade of this port. 

29. Wc are concerned to inform your Honourable Committee, that this address has 
not produced any relaxation in the demands of the Viceroy, who desired the Hong 
Merchants to inform us that he could make no distinction between the Company's ships 
cUid those of other foreigners ; and that if we could not comply with the regulation 
respecting affidavits, the two ships now at Whampoa could not remain there. 

Having only received this reply from the Viceroy yesterday, it is impossible fur 
us, in the present state of this question, to conjecture how it may be terminated ; but 
we hope to be able to convey to your Honourable Committee some more definitive infor- 
mation upon the subject by the sliip.s composing the ne.xt despatch. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELEC:T COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of theCourt of Directors, dated 19th March 18S2. 

c 

Par. 1. In our last address, dated 11th instant, wc stated to your Honourable Com- 
mittee that his Excellency the Viceroy, in reply to the temperate remonstrance we had 
addressed to him on the subject of his demand for Opium Bonds from the Honourable 
Company's ships Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, had informed us generally that lie could 
* make 
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make no distinction between the Conripany’s ships and those of other foreigners, and that 
the proposed affidavits would be requisite before those ships could be permitted to 
unload. 

2. Some of the observations contained in the reply of the Viceroy affording us an t)])- 
portunity of again addressing liiin, we once more had recourse to this measure ; and in a 
letter wliich we transmitted on the 15th instant, we endeavoured to convince his Excel- 
lency of tile great unreasonableness of persisting in this requisition from the ships of the 
Honourable Company, who during their long intercourse with China had never evaded 
the regular duties of tin' port, and with respect to Opium, had not only invariably pro- 
mulgated tlie Imperial Edicts prohibiting its importation, but ako had imposed the 
strictest jienalties such persons, under their immediate control, who might be detected 
attcnij)ting its i.»lroduelion. 

3. We are now happy to inform your Honourable Committee that the Viceroy, sinee 
tile receipt of this last ecunnuinication, has been induced to reconsider and dispense witli 
the requisition for Opium Hoiuls from the Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, and we ar^ 
assiirwl by the Merchants that after certain forms of office are complied with, these ships 
will bo permitted to discharge their cargoes and receive their teas without further im- 
pediments. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 27th July 1828. 

Par. 18 . We have the honour to enclose to your Honourable Court three edicts^ 
received fron> the different officers of the Canton Government, on the subject of the ships 
remaining on the coast laden witli opium, and our reply thereto. We were desirous to 
avoid the slightest implication on the part of the Iloiiouriible Company, and at the same 
time not to oppose unnecessary impediments to the trade. The arguments we have 
tpken up, although specious, cannot be maintained, should the Viceroy place any 
obstacles to our commercial transactions dependent upon the departure of the ves-sels in 
question. 

19. In the margin we have noted the number and names of the British vessels, f and 
we are in hopes tlic government will continue for some time silent and inoffensive. In 

April 


* Not. 1 to ;i. 


t Dritlsli Ships : • 

YalcttA Bengal. 

Etigcnia Do. 

Morope Do* 

Sainamng Bombay. 

Brig Jamesiiia «... Do* 


Foreign Brigs ; 

1 American. 

2 Spanbh. 

1 Portugueie. 
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April last, however, the Viceroy resorted to the usual measure of exacting the re- 

j ) spoaaHiitity of the trado, by preventing the departure of the Pascoa (the only British 
( Grievances vessel then at Whampoa) until the opium vessels departed from their places of resort 

* on the coast; and should he in the present season adopt a similar line of conduct in 

Opiam Trade, regard to the Honourable Company’s ships, and our remonstrances prove of no effect, 
in obedience to the orders of your Honourable Court to that purport, we must require 
the departure of those vessels so long as they afford any impediment to the commercial 
proceedings of the Honourable Company. 


EXTRACT LETTEUin the Secret Department, from the SELECT COM MI'rrEE 
nt Canton u the Court of Directors, dated 6th February 1824. 

Par. 81. We have at different periods entered upon our Public Consultations^ the 
several edicts that have been issued by the Canton Government for the expulsion of the 
opium ships from the coast of China. The only instance in which they have lately acted 
up to their declaration, was in the month of May last, when a country ship at Wham- 
poa was precluded from trading until the departure of the only British ship then engaged 
in that commerce from the coast. 

82. Our representations to the local government at that period, and previously, of our 
inability to compel ships to depart from the coast that had not reported themselves, or 
even entered the port, was attended witli the result that in the edicts that were isj^ued on 
the subject, the omission of our names was for some time noticed, until a recent address 
was received from the Hoppo, in which it was distinctly stated that the commerce of 
the Honourable Company \vould be considered implicated in any accidents that might 
arise in the prosecution of the traffic in opium on board of ships bearing the English flag ; 
and that the representatives of other nations would be held responsible in a similar 
manner for accidents occurring amongst the opium ships bearing their respective 
flags. 

83. We considered it a proper precautionary measure to address the Bengal Govern^ 
ment with all the information we could collect upon the subject, and at the same time to 
inform them of the injunctions of your Honourable Court that we should on no account 
permit the opium trade to interfere with the regular process of our commercial trans- 
actions; but that in the event of such a circumstance arising, we should be necessitated 
to exert our influence and power to demand the departure of the ships thus employed, 
should such an object be made necessary previous to the removal of any obstacles the Chi- 
nese Government might oppose to the commerce of the Honourable Company. 

84. We are, however, induced tp hope that the distinction is now understood, or 
rather that it suits the views of the local gdvernment to impede the commerce of the 
country ships, when it is desired to act up to their edicts on the subject, in preference 
to rendering the Honourable Company responsible in circumstances where they have 
neither immediate interest nor control. 


C OURESPO NDEKCE 
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CORRESPONDENCE relating to the RESIDENCE of EUROPEAN FEMALES 
in the Company’s Factory at Canton, and the Kestriction against using Chinese 
Chair-bearers- 

Public Department, 23d October 1830, paragraphs 9 a' 18. 


Ditto ... ditto ... 15Ji Nov 57a’6J. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 15th Dec 9 a* 13. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 1st January 1831 9& 10. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 11th February 6. 


For these paragraphs, see the Letters adverted to, presented to the Select Committee 
the 12th July 1831, pp.440 to 445 of this Appendix. 


CORRiiSPONDENCE idating to the DEATH of Mr. MACKENZIE. 
Public Department, 23d October 1830, paragraphs 4 a' 8, 14, 15 and 18. 

For these paragraphs, see the Letter adverted to, presented to the Select Conimilleo 
the 12th July 1831, pp. 467, 441, 442 of this Appendix. 
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Where p, is prefixed to the figuroR, reference is to the paging generally; where p, and par., to the 

page and number of the paragraph therein. 


A. 


Accidental Death. See Death. 


Addressing the Canton Government. See City Gates. Right of Addressing. 

Adva^ices ninde by the Company to the Hongs, p. 491, par. 175-177 Interest, p. 491, 

par. 175. 

Ajffidarit ; Attestation of, by making a coloured impression of the deponent’s hand, 
p. 574 , par. 20. 


Ajeii , Linguist ; seized by Chinese government for carrying a portrait of the Prince 

Regent to Pekin, p. 521, par. 2 Justified on other grounds, p. 522, par. 9 ^l^xer- 

tioiis niadft in his behalf, p. 525,526, par. 7-9 Oppressive conduct towards him, 

p. .528, par. 16-18 Severity relaxed, p. 528, par. Ill Banished, p. 528, par. 30 ; 

p. .529, par. 6 His only offence was his connection with the English, p. 528, par. 31 

Suspected of being a Christian, and cempelled to abjure, p. 529, par. 9. 


Alceste, His Majesty’s ship; (15.) Pai^or (E.), p. 539. 

* Arrival; Mandarins go on board ; Captain Maxwell requests to enter the Bogue ; a 
reply from the Viceroy promised ; waits six days ; provisions become scarce ; watched by 
armed boats ; proceeds to Chunipee, p. 5311.--— Ordered to anchor, and llred at ; 
returned with blank as a salute ; shots fired from the fort. ; proceeds within the Bogue ; 
cannonade from the forts, returns a broadside, which silenced them; proceeds t<^ 

Canton ; Chinese authorities pretend ignorance of orders for firing, p. 540 Imperial 

notification that the Alceste was specially allowed to enter the Bogue, p. 541, par. L 
—Letter from Captain Maxwell to the Viceroy ; but the Chinese aflect to consider 

it from the Committee, p. 542, par. 3 Aiuswer returned to the President, implying 

obedience to the Viceroy’s orders; receiving of itjrefused by the Committee, p. 542, 
par. 4— Pretend that the officers of the forts acted without orders, p. 542, par. 5. 
—Informed that a captain of His Majesty’s ship could not receive a letter addressed 
to merchants, p. 542, par. 6-*-~.No opposition to the Lyra brig, 543. 

Americans. Endeavour to embroil the Committee in disputes with the Chi nese G overn- 

ment ; Hong merchant Pinqua interested in their prize snips, p 519, par. 3 Disc.us- 

sions respecting the prize sliip Arabella, p. 519, par. 5 — - — Persons interested in tjieir 
trade influence the conduct of government, p. 525, p. 5. 
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American Merchants, combine to reduce the appreciation of the tea market^ p. 500^ 
par. 10. 

Amherst, Lord. See Embassy. 

Armed Force nsed for the Protection of the Factory at Canton; Paper (C.), 
p. 460-471. 

A Mard of 100 men placed in the Factory, p. 469 Orders for their conduct, 

p. 470 Thanks to Captain luues. Captain mylis, and the Commanders of the 

Company’s ships, p. 470, 471. 

Armed Force. Threats of Viceroy to send soldiers to the Factory to expel female resi- 
dents, p. 413 Committee’s remarks, p. 414— —Representation to the Viceroy on 

the siibjecit, p.420 Resistance by the Committee ridiculed by the Chinese, p.422 

The guns brought up to the Factory for its protection removed, on assurances of secu- 
rity by the Chinese Government, p. 426 Introduced into the Factory for its protec- 

tion by Mr. Baynes, in discharge of his duty, p. 435 ; p. 442, par. 16.— See Females 
liesident at Canton. 

Astell, Mr. His using a sedan-chair made the occasion of issuing a prohibition against, 
p. 409, 412 Although of nuik in England, considered by C'hinese as only a mer- 

chant at Canton, p. 418. 

Attendants , Native. Not permitted, 1^ edict of Government, to be about £)uropeau 
Factories, p. 519, par. 8— As more Europeam must be employed, would tend to riots, 

p. 519, 520, par. 9, 10 If attended to, would prevent the course of business, p. 520, 

par. 11, 12 An old question revived, p. 526, par. 12- Mitigated, p. 527, par. 13 

Ill-treated by the Government to annoy the Company’s trade, p. 530, par. 2 

—Threatened to be seisfed, p. 536, par. 9. 

Austin, Captain. Some men belonging to his ship accused of causing the death of a 
Chinese, but without any reason, p. 477, par. 3— —No proof produced, p. 477, par. 5 
^His conduct commended, p. 478, par. 11— Engages to prosecute the investiga- 
tion, p, 479, par. 2. 


B. 

Bankrupt Merchants Gnewqua and Ponqua ; (1.) Paper, (E.), p. 474, 475. 

Liquidation of debts prevented by the Viceroy, p. 474, par 13-*— Prejudice to the 
tea trade, p. 474, par. 15— —Unreasonable terms of settlement offered by the Chinese, 
p. 474, par. 3— r— ^Objected to, p. 475, par. 90— Accounts adjusted, p. 475, par. 230. 

Bannerman, Mr. ; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton ; 
advantage f^om his knowledge of the language, p. 533, par. 12. 

Baylis, Captain ; His conduct in preparing the defence of the Factory at Canton 
approved, p. 470. 

Basel, Mr. Van, Netherlands' Consul investigates the circumstances attending Mr. 
Maokenzie’s death, p. 448^450. 

Baynes, Mr., President of4he Factory at Canton. Disetwsion with him oh prohibition of 
European females residing at Canton, p. 411 to 432 Accused by the Chinese Go- 

vernment rtf falsely tilling the Chair ; and of causing females to reside at the Factoiy, 

& 432-437 Of improperly arming the Factory, ib. Properly succeeded Mr. 

owden, p. 434 — —Armed the Factory in proper exercise of his duty, p. 485— -Mr. 
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Baynes invited to reside at Canton by Howaiia^ p. 441, par. 1 2 ■ ■’" — Threatened with 

punishment by the Chinese authorities, p, 433 Abused by them, and accused of 

misconduct, p. 439. — See Fet/iales Resident at Canton. 

Boats passing the Bogue ; License required for employing^, may become an excuse for 
extortion, p. 527, par. 14. 

Boats. See Charges for Boats between Canton and Macao. 

Bonds required from the ships, on security against illicit trade in opium, p. 592, par. 40 
—Would be productive of serious evil if enforced towards the Company’s ships, 
p. 593,594, par. 23- 2G— Relinquished, p, 595, par> 3 

Bovet, Mr.; His conduct in the affair of Mr. Mackenzie, p. 443, par. 14; p. 447, 449, 
459 ; p..4G7, par, 5. 

Business of the Comj!>ariy. Its allotment between the Hongs, p. 489, par. 11, 12; p. 494, 
par, 5 — - — Complaint of its inequality, p. 500, par. 5. 

Button ; A mark of the Hong privilege, p. 591, par. 36. 


C. 


Camerony Captain ; p. 566, par. 3-4. 

CanguCy the, placed on the neck, a slight punisliment at Canton, p, 567, par. 54. 

Chair^bearer. See Sedan-Chairs. 

CuAROEs FOR BoATs between Canton and Macao ; (22.) Paper (E.) p. 571. 

Abuses favoured by the Hong merchants remedied by the Viceroy, p. 571, par. 119 

^Thc Hongs required to state the legal demands, p. 571, par. 16— But still 

encourage illegal fees, p. 572, par, 52. 

China, Laws of. Alleged breach of, by the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 446 

—By the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 446. -See Females Resident at Canton, 

Sedan-Chairs. 

Will not allow plea of self-defence in case of death of natives by foreigners, p. 555, 
par. 9 ; p. 556, par. 3; p. 560, par. 4; p. 560-561, par. 6, 10.— Death of 
"IKatives by Foreigners. 

Chinese Characters and Language. Addresses written in, to the Government, refused 
to be received, p. 520, par. 14 ; p. 525, par. 6 Admitted, p. 526^ par. 11 — —Mis- 
understanding in consequence of the wrong use of a character, p, 531, par. 5 Evils if 

dependent on Chinese translations, p. 538, par 5— Necessity of a perfect knowledge 
of the Chinese language, p. 538, par. 2— The privilege of communicating in, with 

the Government, threatened to be withdrawn, p, 573, par. 25. See flight of 

Addressing the Canton Government, 

Chinese Government. Prohibit the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 446—— 
Forbid the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 446— Demand of three Parsees criminally 

accused, p. 414 Threatens the introduction of an armed force into the Factory, p. 414 

, ■ — J ustifies the practice of answering addrefaes by posting them on the walls of the 

Factory ,p. 417 Promises not to molest the Facto^,p.422 ^Ridicules resistance to 

the arm^ force tihiey[threaten to send, p. 422— Gives relief to a shipwrecked vessel , 

422— Threatens to stop the trade, p. 422 Gives assurances of security to the 

Factory, since they have become penitent, p, 425 Orders the guns to be removed 

4 II 2 


INDFX. 

boa-^chi. 



INDEX. 


602 


INDEX TO THE SECOND APPENDIX. 


( IIINESE. 


from tlie Factory, p. 426— —Laws complained of made out of kindness to 
foreigners; professes mdifierence to commerce ; hints at conciliation, p. 428-430— 
Defends the practice of posting up answers against the walls, p. 427— Artful 
representations made to the Government by tlieir officers ; plausible without truth, 
p, 428— Plausible colouring given to the threats of sending an armed force to the 

Factory, p, 429 Forbids the residence of Mr. Whiteman’s and Mr. Thornhill’s 

wives at Canton, p. 431-432 Asserts tliatMr. Baynes falsely filled the President’s 

chair, p, 433— And armed the Factory from being frightened, p. 433 — —I ts forbear- 
ance in not inflicting awful punishments as for rebellion, p. 443— In not punishing 
all for the offence of an individual, Baynes, p. 436— Threatens to detain Mr. 
Baynes to be puni.shed for his crimes, p. 433 — — Iiijoins the Committee to prevent 
merchants from bringhig females to Canton, p. 436— Leaves a discretionarj power 
to the officers of Government in enforcing the prohibitions of female residence, and 

using chairs, but with good management, and without loss of dignity, p, 438 Its 

disregard for truth in the statements of public documents, p. 438--— Pretends an 
excuse for the arming the Factory, p. 438 — —Asserts that, on repentance, Baynes dis- 
armed the Factory and sent tne women away, p. 438— Abuses Mr. Baynes, and 
asserts his removal for mismanagement, p. 439— Insists on obedience to prohibitions, 
on peril of being expelled,p. 439-440— —Malignant temper shown by, p.440, par. 9— 

Iniiuenced by the fear of suspension of trade, p. 44*2, par. 18 Promises not to 

molest English resident ladies, p. 443, par. 58,61 Their conduct in that business 

an experiment how far the Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11 Its concilia- 

tory disposition induced by the rebellion in Tartary, p. 444, par. IJI— Unfavourable 
proceedings instiguted by suggestions of the Hong, from Jealous feelings, p. 445, par. 9 

Did not consider the question of importance, p. 445, par. 9-10.— See Armed 

Force, Females Resident at Canton. Sedan-Chairs. 

Directs the Hong merchants to make enquiry about the death of Mr. Mackenssie, 

p, 451-455 Claims jurisdiction of the affair, p. 452, 460-46^— States instances of 

its exercise, p. 453-454, 460-465— Officers of the Government take corrupt advantage 
of such dLsturbances, p. 45(5— Executes a man given up by the French Consul, with- 
out trial, or allowance for accident ; evils might more frequently arise,, but money 

exacted for connivance, p. 457 Proposal to have accused tried by the English, 

under tlieir superintendence, p. 466— Change in the mode of designating the Presi- 
dent, p. 465 Demands for giving up tlie accused frequently repeated, but the usual 

routine of business not affected, p. 467, par. 8.-^ - See Mackenzie. 

Interference to prevent the liquidation of Gnewqua’s and Ponqua’s debts, p. 474, 
par. 1 3.— See bankrupt Merchants. 

Slights the representations made by the Committee as to the burthens on trade, 
p. 47u, pai\ 188 ; .p, 476, par, 91 ; p.477, wr. 121, 122. See Trade, Burthens on. 

Detention of ships in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman, 

p. 477, par. 1 Allows the ships to sail on promise to prosecute the inquiry, p. 479, 

par. *2 Demand for delivering up the man resumed in the follcm ing year, p. 479, 

par. 298, 299. See Detention of Ships. 

Orders Mr. Roberts to quit Canton, p. 485, par 5— On suspension of trade by 
the Committee, retracted, p. 486, par. 8 ; p. 486, par. 138.— — See Svspension of 
Trade. 

Readily redresses a complaint of ill-treqtment of the First Lieutenant of His Ma- 
jesty's ship Indefatigable, p, 488, par. 299. See Indefatigable. 

Conduct, in respect to the embarrassed Hongs, p. 490, par. 172— Does not protect 
trade, i). 493, par. 16 — - Inclined to remove me Junior Hongs in debt, p. 498, par. 38 

UnfavourabU disposition towards them, p. 496, par. 12^ 13— Becomes more 

favourable, p, 496, par. 25, 7; p. 497, par 147, 148; p. 498, par. 11. SeeHowg 

Merchants. 
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Establishment uf a Cohong* favoured by the Government, p. 500-501, par. *2, 3, 7 

Superior oflicerB open to imposition from their ignorance of foreign trade, p. 501, 

par. U-—— Feels the evils of suspension of trade, p. 502, par. 13 No other way of 

influencing* its conduct, p. 503, par 14— Object in promoting the Cohong system, 

p. 506, par. 7— Policyto destroy competition, p. .507, par. 11. See Cohong. 

Local government of Canton object to Sir Geo. Staunton accompanying Lord Am- 
herst’s embassy, p. 509, par. 5-^-^-Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7. See Em- 

bassy. 

Denounces punishment of combinations by tea-merchants, j). 515, par. 6.— — Se<* 
Tea Merchants. 

Issues an edict for punishing frauds in tea contracts, p. 517, par. 57. See Tea 

Contracts^ 

Demand of a gift on the Eknperor attaining his 60th year, p. 517, pan 16 — 20, 

See Foreign Trade. 

Conduct respecting His Majesty’s *ships at Chumpee, p. 518, par. 1,2 Respc^ct- 

iug His Majesty’s ship Doris taking possession of an American prize, p. 519, par. 6, 7 
—Prohibits the employment of natives at the Factory, p. 519, par. 8 — 10— 

Mitigates^ its severity, p. 527, pan 13 Refuses to receive addresses in Chinese 

characters, p. 520, par, 14; p. 525, par. 6- Admitted, p. 526, par. 1 1-— Acicedes 

to adjustment of differences after suspension of trade, p. 522, par. 5, 6 ^Unjust 

conduct towards Ajeu, a linguist, p. 521 , pan 2 ; p. 522, par. 9 ; p. 528. par. 16 — IS, 
30, 31 ; p. 529, par. 6, 9 — —Breaks off a discussion with Sir Geo. Staunton for adjust- 
ing differeuces, p. 522, pan 10— — Afterwards renews them, and accedes to terms, 
p. 523, par. 12— — Conduct influenced by persons interested in American prizes, p. 525, 

f an 5 Speciousness in their manner of discussing complaints, p. 526, par. 8— — 

mputes treasonable conduct to the Committee, p. 526, par. 9 Justice of tribunals 

not to be relied on, p. 528, par. 16 Nor on the veracity of their officers, p. 528, 

par. 31 Venality of courts of justice, p. 529, par. 7— —Inimical feelings* of the 

officers of Government, p. 530, par. 10. See jDiscussions vnth Canton Govern- 

ment in 1814-15. 

Seizure and ill-usage of a compradore, p. 530, par. 1 ; p. 534, par. 13, 14; p. 535, 
par. 8— Detains the ship General Hewitt, conveying presents connected with Lord 

Amherst’s embassy, n. 531, par. 3 Refuses to receive addresses of explanation, 

p. 532, par. 6, 9— AllowcNd to load, if room is kept for the returned presents, p. 535, 
par. 22; p. 536, par. 10— —Threatens to seize persons in Committee’s employ, p, 530, 
par. 9. See General Hewitt Ship* 

Hostile proceedings towards His Majesty’s ship Alceste, p. 539, par. 23— Pre- 
tends ignorance of proceedings, p. 540 ; p. 542. par. 5 Permits the ship to enter the 

Bogue as a special occasion, p. 541, pur. 2 - — Method most effectual in hegociatioiis 

with, is, first to act, and discuss afterwards, p. 541 Speeiousness of its conduct, 

p. 542, par. 3, 4. See Alceste, 

Punishes the robbery and murder committed on the property and crew of the Wa 
bash American ship, p. 543, par. 02. See Discussions with the Canton Govern- 

ment, 1817-18. 

Demands the person who killed a Chinese, p. 54.5, par. 9 Is deceived with a 

subterfuge of substituting a dead body for him, p. 547, par, 15-23 Suppresses an 

attempt to revive the subject, p. 547> par.*6, 7. — ^See Disevssions with the Canton 
Government, 1820-21. 

Proceedings resi>ecting the affray with the inhabitants of Lintin and the crew of 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze, p. 548— —Holds the Committee answerable for the King’s 
ships, p. 548-549, par. 3, 7 ; p. 559, par. 1 — 3 ; p. 561, par. 11— Suspends the trade, 
p. 549, par. 6 ‘Demands the delivery up of the accused men, p. 552, par. 2 ; p. 552. 
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par. 2j 2— Will not receive Captain Riehardeon*9 explanations^ p. 552, par, 3 — ■ 
Alarmed by the determination the Factory to remove from Canton, p. 554, par. 14 
— — Through the Hone's, surest expedients, p. 554, par. 16 ; p,. 565, par. 6— 
Disallows ;^ea of self-defence in case of death of Chinese by foreigners, p. 555, par. 9; 
p. .556; par. 3 ; p. 559, par. I' — 5— —Invites the Factory to resume trade-, p. 557, 
par. 12 ; p. 563, par. 8— Renews the demand for delivering up the men in tlie fol- 
lowing year, p. 5^, par. 70 — 73 ;• p. 662, par. 2.-— See Svspension of Trade by 
the CTtinesei 2. 

Conduct of, in the attempt of Chinese to extort money on pretence of a man's 
death being caused by the crew of the Balcarras ; offenders but triflingly punii^ed, 
p. 567, par. 3, 53, 54.-- — See Extortion. 

Neglects complaint of abuses at' the Macao custom-house, p. 568, par. 7ft — » 
Ostensibly remove the abuses, but tacitly allow them, p. 668, par. 72— Represses 
tliem, p. 569, par. 34. See Macao Custom-house. 

Formally recognizes the exclusive right of* the Committee to address the Canton 
government, p. 570, par, 3.— Sec Right of Addressing the Canton Government, 

Remedies abuses . in the charges for. boats between Canton and Macao, p. 671, 
par. 119, Charges for Boats, ^ 

Punished persons who assaulted Capt. Walker, and suppress disorderly spirit- shops 
on the complaint by the Committee, p. 572, par. 4. — See Walker, Captain. 

Unjustly impufes contraband practices to the Committee, p. 572, par. 23 Refuses 

to receive remonstrances, and tlireateus to rescind the privilege of communicating in 
the Chinese language, p. 573, par. 25— -R.etracts inshiuaCions, p. 573, par. 26.— 
See Contrabanui Practices* ^ . 

Inquires into the circumstances of the accidental death of a Chinese on board the 

Golconda, p. 574, par. 7—20 Adjusts the affair without difficulty, p. 574, par. 21. 

•—See Death of a Chinese, 

Threatens to rescind certain privileges, p. 575, pat. 41-^— -Disregards represen- 
tations, and posts its replies on the Factory walls, p. 575, par* 44— ForbkU Euro- 
peans to make excursions for pleasure on the river, p. *576, par. 45—^ — ^Issues abusive 

proclamations, p. 576, par. 46 Refuses to receive addresses, p, 577, par. 52 

Becomes conciliatory, on addresses being presented at the City Gates, p.* 577, par. 52 
— 54 ; p. 577, par. 37. See Privileges, Infringement of. 

Makes unfavourable reply to applications respecting the state of foreign trade, and 
the establishment of additional Hong Merchants, p. 578, par. 3, 4— ^Icmorial to 
the Emperor retunied, p. 581, par. 20, 30, 31 ^Viceroy gives a conciliatory answer, 

{ ). 581, par. 32 Influenced oy presenting address at the City Gates, p. 582, pal. 

ast 3 — Demands exorbitant fees for the appointment of new Hongs, p. 583, par. 
first 2 — -—Accedes to an accommodation, p. 584, par. 2, — New Hong ad( led, 

p. 584, pal*. 6— Accommodates the demand for fees, p. 586, par. 15— Appoints 
more “new^ Hongs, p. 587, ,i>ar. 5 ; p. 588, par. 6— Gives a favourable reception to 
an address for adding more, and acknowledge the advantage of so doing, p. SIK), par. 
26, 5.— See Hong Merchanis and State of Foreign Trade. 

Takes measures tor suppressing the illicit trade m Opium, p. 591, par, 38, 39 ; 
p. 592, par. 47— R^uires the Company’s ships to give bonds, p. 592, par 40 ; 

p. 593 j pan 21, 22 Disavows all imputauons on the Company’s ships, p. 592, par. 45 

— —But wiU make no distinction betwe^ them, and other ships, p. 594, par. 1 

On reconsideration exempts them, p. 595, par. 2, 3 Makes the Company’s trade 

responsible for private ships, p. 5^, par. 81, 82.— See Opiufh Trade* 

Influence witn, purely commercial, p, 57% par. 15, 16— ~ Affected contempt of 
commerce, p. 427--^-— **Circumstaiaces stated which show the contrary, p. 50i, par 13, 14 ; 
p. 527, par. 15 ; p. 58$, par. 10. 

Chifig-wo ; Tlic name of Pun-suy-lan's Hong, p, 588, par. 8. 
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Christians. Insurrections attributed to them, p. 529, par. 8— -Abjuration of Chris- 

tianity, by persons suspected of, by trampling on the cross, p. 629, par. (^HR— C'OH. 

Chunqua, a bankrupt Ilong. Desires to be readmitted to a share in the Company’s busi- 
ness, p. 488, par. 10— ~llis conduct, p. 489, par. 11 Continued by the Committee 

in a share of business from policy, p. 495, par, 8 But no reliance can be placed in 

him, j). 495, par. 9 Arrangements on behalf of his creditors, p, 498, par. 21, 22, 23 

——Endeavours to establish a Coliong, p, 500, par. 5 Intrigues with the officers of 

Goveniment, p. 501, par. 9 ; p. 504, par. 7— Instigates false charges against Sir 

George Staunton, p. 502, par. 1 1 Personally attacks Sir George Staunton, p. 504, 

par. 9 His endeavours to ruin the Junior Hongs counteracted by Sir George 

Staunton, p, 404, par. 8, ^1—— Checked by Puankhequa, p. .505, par. 10, 11 Op- 

posed by Pinqua, p. 506, par. 4 2 — —T he Cohong system would have increased his 

influence, p. 501, par. 7 Has caused much serious inconvenience to trade, p. 585, 

par. 10 - All commercial dealings w itlidrawn from his Hong, p. 589, par. 13.— 

See Cohong. Hong Merchants. 

City Gates of Canton. Address to the Viceroy* delivered at, p. 411— Remonstrance 
against exiortionate demands of the Hoppo so delivered, p. 484, par. 9— Sensation 

produced, p. 484, par. 11 Several addresses so delivered in 1814, p. 521, pan 8 

Address respecting the ship General Hewitt so delivered, p. 533, par. 1 1— Repre- 
sentation of abuses in charges for boats presented, p. 5/1, par. 119 Remon- 

strance on several grievances, after being unattended to by tlie local officers, presented 
at the City Gates, and procure redress, p. 577, par. 52 — .54 ; p. 577, pan 37 ; P. 580, 
par. 20u. ■ Good effects produced from presenting address on the state of Foreign 
Trade and additional Hongs, p. 583, par. last 3. 

Clavell, Captain of His Majesty's ship Orlando. Assists in forwarding the instructions 
relative to Lord Amhersrs Embassy, p. 508, par. 6— Accompanied Sir T. Metcalfe 
to Canton with Lord Buckinghamshire's letter to the. Viceroy, p. 509, par. 2— In- 
convenience, from his name being included in a bond, to stay for an answer, p. 509, 
par. 4. 

( lock-work and Mechanism, called by the Chinese S^g-songs, p, 483, par. 290. 

CoHONQ, attempted to be established by the Chinese ; (8.) Paper (E.) p. 499. 

Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 275, 276 — —Professed object, p. 4^9, par. 

, 276, 277; p. 500, par. 23.— Affix prices on goods, p. 500. par. 24— W ould be detrimen- 
tal to the Company *8 trade, p, 499, par. 278— — False statements made to procure thelm- 
perial sanction, p. 500, par. 2 — 6— Complaint of thc‘ unequal distribution of the Com- 
pany’s business, p. 500, par. 5— E|y w'hom the Cohong contrived, p. 601, par. 5, 6— 

Circumstances aiding the plan, p. 501, par. 7^ 8- Ignorance of Dusiness dispose the 

Chipese officers to be biassed by intrigues, p. 501, par, 9— —Ruin of the Junior Mer- 
chants detrimental to trade, p. 502, par, 10, 12— —Influence and intrigues of Chunqua, 
p. 502, par. 1 1 ; p. 504, par. 7 Evil of suspension of trade felt W the Chinese govern- 

ment, p. 5tt2, par. 13— —Only way of influencing its conduct, p. w8, par. 14— —Diffi- 
culty of judging of the Committee’s conduct, p. 503, par. 15— —Trade liable to in- 
terruptions Dy caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par, 1^— Frequent State embassies 

recommended, p. 503, par. 17 Cliunquafe intrigues unsuccessful in the removal of 

the merchants, p. 504, par. 8 Checked by Puankhequa, p. 505, par. 11— —Re- 

sistance to the Cohong system successful, p. .505, nar. 13— —Juniors always joined 
with the senior merchants in business, p. 505, par. 40— Pinqua’s influence from obli- 
gations conferred on the Junior Hongs, p. 50o, par. 41— Chunqua arid Pinqua not 
likely to coalesce, p. 506, par. 42— — Object of (xovemment in promoting the Cohong, 
p. 506, par. 7 — —Character of the several Hongs, p. 506, par. 8 Influence of 
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llovvqua, p. 500, par. i) Cohoiig influence sliewn in the dealings with tlie Americans, 

p, 50G, pnr. iO— W'ould destroy rompetitioii, p. 507, par. 11 Ih’ices would be 

fixed by one party, p. 507, l>ar. 12— —Would anniliilate trade, p. 507, par. Id Neces- 

sity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 14— — Cohong systeiii, partly carried into 
eflect, p. 523, par. IG. 

Commerce, Pretended to be held in contempt by tlie Chinese, p. 427 But its sus- 
pension felt by the Government to be injurious, p. 502, par. 13, 14- Inference drawi» 

from their anxiety about the recall of Sir George Staunton, p. 527, par. 15 Appre- 
hension of removal of the trade, p. 585, par. 10. See Cfunesc Uovernment, 

Committee of Canton Factoiiy. Resents the prohibition to use sedan-chairs, by for- 
bidding the Chinese to enter the Factory in them, p. 410— — Preseiits a Kemoiist ranee 
at the City Gates on that subject, and the prohibition of the residence of females, 

p. 411 Remarks on the demand respecting delivering- up the three Parsecs, and the 

threat of sending- an armed force into the Factory, p. ID — — Demaiulsan i*xplanation 

from the Viceroy, p. 420 Kemoiistrance to the IIoj)j)(^ on the prohibition of fo* 

reigners having their wives to reside with them, and points out that they are incoie 
sisteiit with the morality of civilized iiati(»ns. p. 423 4'he vise of sedj.n-chairs fre- 
quently necessary from illness, p. 123 'Fhe prohibition pointed out as inconsistent 

with thtv*character of benevolence claimed by tht^ ('hinese. p. 423 Repels the insi- 
nuation of being aided by traitorous natives, j). 421 Removes the guns brought up 

to the Factory in expectation of assault by a military force, ]). 42() l^efuses to 

remove the resident females, on the faith of former promises against annoyance, p. 432 

Denies that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the chair, as stated by the Chinese, p. 434 

Shows that it was fiis duty to arm the Factory, p. 43r) — — W ill not allow the (’hi- 

nese authorities to interfere with the conduct of the C'ompaiiy’s servants, ]>. 4‘M ; j» 1 1 1, 

par. 9— Gives a detailed account of the discussions with the Chinese Government 

(concerning the prohibitions against female residence, and using sedan-chairs, p. 410 
to 4‘1() Takes part in this business in unison with the indignant feeling.s of the resi- 
dents, p. 440, par. 10 Takes precautions for defence of the Factory, and personal 

st'curity of residents, p. ddJ .jiar. J1 ; p. 112, par. If) -—Removes the gruard from the 

Factory on assurances from the Chinese Government, p. 443, par, ,5S, 59, f)(^ A 

firmness of coiidiKd iieces.^ary to ])reveiit ('iicruachments, p. Til, j>ar. 13. See F c- 

malcfi Resident at i^antov. Sedan-chairs. 

Iiivestig^ates the circumstaiuu's leading to the death of Mr. Mackenzie; secures the 

accused person, p. 450 — 15 8 — Reasons for resisting the interference of the Chine;<e 

Government, p. 457 ; p. 4G7, par. 7 Sends the aceused in custody to Bombay, p. 457» 

158, 459 States the (;ase of the seaman given up by the French, p. 457 Hefuses 

to give up the de(;(*ased’s body, p. 4G3 — ^ — ICxplains the ailiiir to tlie Court of Directors, 
p. > par. 4. See Mackenzie, 

(Jrders Captain Iniies to porvidc? a guard for the protection of the Factory, p. 4()9 

Approves his and Captain Bay lls’s conduct, p. 4/1 h See Armed Force. Females 

Resident at Canton. 

Directs ships to sail detained because of unsettled ficcounts of thci Hongs ; ordered 
to return fire if fired on by the forts, p- 47'-^- Fire from Chinese Forts. 

Complains of the obstacles to the liquidation of the bankrupt Hong.s’ debts, p. 474 
Arrangements entered into, p. 175, ^par. 229-232. See Rankrujd Merchants . 

Representations a.s to tlieburtheiis on trade, p. 47f>, par. 188,91, 92.— —See Trade. 
Burthens on. 

Order ships to sail detained by the Chinese in consequence of a man being killed 
by an English seaman, p. 478, par. 9 — — Promises to prosecute the inquiry, p, 479, 

par. 2 ^Explain their reasons to the Court of Directors, p. 480, par. 11 Avoids 

much difficulty by referring the investigation to Cajitain Austin, when the Chinese 
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could lake no part in p. par. 17 Points out the danger of admitting a suspi- 
cion to exist ajxaiust any man in the ship, p. 482, par. 21 — 23; 24, 25, Ser 

Dvtention of Siu]>s. 

Kcpresenls to ihe Chinese « 5 U)vermiient the evils of extortionate demands on the 
Iloiit^s, by the IToppn, p. 48:3, pjjr. S — — Directs the ships detained to sail without 
permission, whicii prot*iires the obtaining it, p, 481, j)ar. 13, 14, 15. Hee Deten- 

tion of Shijjs. 

Resists tin* attem])s of the Chinese* g'overnmeiit to interfere in the conduct of the 
Conij)cLny’s servants, as in tin* instance of Mr. Roberts, win* is ordered by the Cio- 

vernimnit to (pht Canton, p. 1-85 — 487 Suspends eomnieree till order rescinded, p. 

4S(), j)ar. <8; j), IHb, par. 137. Suspension of '^Frade, 1. 

Procures redress of corn]>lainl of ill-treatment of the First Lieutenant of His 
]\^ajesty's sliij) Indcfat liable, p. 487, par. 2U8 ; 29‘h See Jndefatigahle. 

Arrantrement to rcmo\ (’ the cinbarrassments of (lie lloii^ merchants, p. 488, par. 2 

Avoids any interference with tlie C'hineso f^ovcrnmeiit , which would g^ive a pretext 

for hurlhcninj^ the tra(Ic, p. 481), ])ar. 14- — Considers a suspension of trade as a last 

nnsisiire, p. 4‘.)3, ]*ar. 15 Protects the Junior Mercliaiits, p, 194, par. 8 — 10 

Counteracls tlie 11 ufa\(.>u ruble di.sp(».sitioii of the Viceroy towards them, p. 49(3, par. 12, 

13 Supports tlieir credit, p. 498, par. 12, 15 Alakes arran^^ements on behalf of 

CIvuiupia's credit(*rs, p. 498, par. 2l — 23. S(‘e Honn; Alvrchants. 

( V)rrin»uni(*att‘s to the Court of Dirt‘ctors tin* en(h‘avours of the C'hinese to establish 

a Coln*n", }>. 499 — 507 Endeavours to c-ountoract it, p. 499, par. 275, 270 Dilii- 

eulty of jnd^^lii^of the condiiet of tlie (5>inmittee; importance of trivial circiimstancps, 
p. 503, par. 15 Dithevilty of their situation from the trade bein^ liable to interrup- 
tion from tin* caprice of theA iceroy, p, 503, par. JO Recommends frequent em- 

bassies to tlie Chinese ^ovt'rnunMit, p. 503, par. 17— Resistance to the Cohon^^ 

sNstem sur<'essfiil , ]>. 50.5, jiar. 13 ( lives the character of the several llonos^ p, 50(3, 

par. 8 Points out the necessity of resisting the system, p. 507, pcU‘. 13, Id- 

Sec* C(dton^, 

A rrant^^ements for openiu^ the mission preparatory to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p. 
508, ])ar. 5. See 1\}u/iussy, 

Steps takefi t(» pre\ent the combination of 4'ea.nicrehuiils, p. 510, jiar. 10 Ro- 

s 3ves to resist tlu* jiroeeedinij^, hut to av(*id the detention of the ships if possible, p. 

511 , par. 12, 11 — p. 512 ; 30 Pro])osi*s plans for purchasing' of inferior merchants, 

]). 513, })ar. 37— Succeeds in dissolving' the combination, p. 514, par. 3. See 

Fen- Merchants. 

• Joins with Oie Hon" Merchants in representations to the Viceroy respecting Frauds 
in the 'Fea Contracts, p. 5 JO, j*ar. 11. See TeS Contracts. 

Discussions with the Hon" Merchants on the demand for a gift to the Emperor on 
his attaining his OOth year, }). 517» par. 10 — 20. See Foreign Frade. 

Representations on tin* ])ri>lubitioii ioemjiloy natives in the Factory, p. 519, par. 8, 9 

Suspends commercial intercourse, and didereuces adjusted, p. 521, par. 5, 6— 

Endeavours in behalf of the linguist Ajeu, p, 521, par. 2 Delivers addresses at the 

City dates, p. 521, par. 3 Seiuls a mission to Canton, under Sir G. Staunton, to 

interfere for A jeu, p. 522, par. 7 — 15 ; p. 528, par. 10—31 Obtains an intercourse on 

a better footing, p. 527> par. 1(). Discussions udth the Canton Government in 

1814-15. ^ • 

Addresses the Government for removing the detention of the ship General Hewitt, 

p.531, par. 3 Forbearance on the refusal to receive the iiddress, on account of Lord 

Amherst’s embassy pending, p. 532, j)cir. (’> ; p. 534, par. 21 Directs ihe General 

Hewitt to move to Whampoa, p. 532, par. 8 Ordered to return fire in case of 

necessity, p. 533, par. 10 Delivers addre.ss at the City Gates, p. 533, par. 

11, 12 Endeavours to obtain the release of a compradore from imprisoiinieiit . 

4 I 
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T). par. 13 — 15 Succoods, p. 535^ par. 8— Proceeds to load the General 

lie wit t, but stoj)ped^ p. 530, par. 10— Demands port clearances, p. 536, par. 11 

Adjusts the ditlercnce with the Guverinneiit, and ship loaded, p. 537^ par, 3, I 

Points out the necessity of a perfect knowledge of the Ghinese language, 

]). ool, par. 5; p. o38, par. 2. See General Heirifi Ship. 

Proceedings respecuino Mis Majesty's ship Alceste, p. 530 — 543. See Aleeste, 

Joined with American Goiisul to ]jrociire the punishment of robbers and murdcrcr<i 

of the property and crew of the Wabash American ship, p. 543, par. 62 Detci - 

niines to resist a threat to search the Company’s sliips for contraband goods, p, 543. 

par. 64. Sec Di^scu^sinna teHh the i' ant on Govrrnmejtt, 1817-lH. 

Proceedings to adjust tlie ditliculties arising from the death of a native by an 

officer of the ship London, p. 514 Derives great assistance from Dr. Morrison, 

p. 545, par. 7; p. 546, par. 12.— See DU cuss ions with the Canton Govertw^nf . 
1820-21. 

Difficulties arising from the aflray at Lintin, between the crew of His Majesly s 
ship Popaze and the inhabitants, in wiiich two Chinese are killed, p. 518— Kemon- 
strates on being made responsible for the conduct of King’s shi])s, p. 548, j)ar. 3, 7 ; 

p. 539, par. 1 — 3 ; p. 561, p. 1 1— Determines to resist the suspeiisirai of trade by the 

Viceroy, p. 54V), par. 6 ; p. 550, par. 0 Resolves to remove the treas\ire, and retire 

from C’aiiton, ]). 550, par. 7, 10, .3; ]).55l, par,6;p. .553, par. 13 Rec(tmmends a con- 

ference between the Viceroy and Gaptain Ricliardson, p. 550, par. 2; p. 551, par. 7. 
——On Captain Kichardsoirs sailing trade r(‘siuned, ]>. 557, par. 12— Resists tin* 
renewed demands for deJivering nj> the men in the following year, ]>. 560, par. (> , 

p. 562, par. 2 Rernonstrate.s again.st the doctrines of the Chinese as to accidental 

death, p. .561, par. 10 Suspends the trade, p. 563, par. 6, 7 Resumes it on tin* 

invitation of the Hoppo, p. 563, par. 8.— See Snspe 7 ision of Trade by the ChuK se, 2 
(.'Omplains to the \ iceroy of an attempt hy some ujitives to extort money, hy ])re- 
tending that the crew^ of the Ralearras was the cause of the deatli of a Chinese, who 

was brought in a dying .state and left in the ship’s boat, p. par. 5. S<‘e 

ILxtortion. 

Representatiojis to tlie \ ieeroy of the coiuluct of the Alacao custom-house peoj)le, 

p. .568, par. 68 Exactions Repressed in conserpiencc, p. 5()0, par. 34. See 

J / a ca o C It stoni- h on se . 

Obtains a formal recognition by the Chinese Government of the right of addressing 

the Government, exclusive of all other foreigners, p. 570, par. 3 Obtains redress <»i‘ 

a complaint, p. 570, p. 14. See Right of Addressing the Canton Goi^crmnent. 

Joins with other foreigners in obtaining the suppression of exorbitant charges for 

boats between Canton and Macao, p, 571, par. 1 IV) Recpiires the Hong Merchants 

to state the legal charges, p. 571, par. 16 — — 13iit cannot prevent their encouraging 

illegal fees, p. 57*2, par. .52. See Charges for Boats, 

Complains to the Viceroy of an assault made on Captain Walker in Canton, and 
obtains redress : procures the suppression of disorderly spirit-shops, p. 572, par, 4. 
See W(dker, C’aptairi. 

Expostulates with the Government on the injustice of insinuations ag'ainst them ol 

contraband practices, p. 573, par. 24, 26. »Sce Contraband Practices, 

Steps taken in consequence of the accidental death of a Chinese on board the GoJ- 

conda, p. 573, par. 4 — 8 Adjusts tl45 affair without difficulty, p. 574, par. 21— - 

Points out the favourable change in the minds of the C’hinese as to accidental death, 

as regards foreigners, p. 575, ]»ar. 3. See Death of a Chinese, 

Resists tlie infringement of privileges, p. 575, par. 41— 43 Remonstrates on ccr* 

tain grievances, p. 576, par. 46 — 51 Being rejected by the Viceroy, obtains redress 

by presenting it at the City Gates, p, 577, l)ar.‘52 — 54.^ See Privileges, Infringe- 

iijjent of. 
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Applies for reniovin^»^ the eiiibarnissmeiits of trade, p. 578, par. r - Prefers thal 

object to forwardiiitr the loading* of the ships for the s(*as()i», p. 578, par. 5 Reasons C 'ON — DEA, 

for resisting the eiicroachiiieutH of C’hinese aiitliorities, p. 57‘J, j)ar. Ki, 17 Deter- 

mines to abstain from trade till grievances are redressed, p. 580, par. 18, 10 

Addr esses a memorial to the Kriiperor, p. 5<S(), par. 20 Favourable opinion 

of the security of commercial properly in C'hina p. 581, par. 3-1 Points out the 

»()od eftects of presentini» addresses at the City Gates, p. 583, par. first 3 Orders 

trade to be resumed, on an accommodation bein^ effected, p. 583, par. 2 States the 

details of the discussions, and the appointment of new Hon^s, p.584, par. 4, 5, G 

Gives eneoui'ao(‘ment to the new Hoii^s, p. 584, par. 7 Points out the necessity of 

<'.ompetition amon^them, p. 585, par. 0 Augurs favourably of tin? au^^^nieiitation of 

the llone*. p. 585, par. 1 1— Resumes commerce, p. .58(). par. 14 Addresses the 

Sicoroy for removing ditficulties to the new appointments made in the Hoppo’s depart- 
ment, p. ,587, par. 2 — 1 Describes the character, eirciimstances, and connections (ff 

the new Hon^N, p. 588, par. 7 — 2 Interferes for the beindit of foreigners, p. 581^. 

jiar. 4“ A ddn'sses the Governor recomiiiendin**- the creatiiai of more lloii”^ Mer- 
chants, p, 5Ut), par. 3(>. See ] loner Mr rr hunts and State of' For ri^rn Trade. 

Relates tlie proceedings of the Chinese to check tlie Opium Trade, p. 5U1 — 5UG 

Objects to th<i Company's ships ^^iviiig bonds, as retpiired by the Chinesti Government, 

p. 51)2, par. 4(1, 11, ; p. 503, par. 21, 22 Points out the extent of the evil if com- 

plied with, p. ,503, par. 23, 25, 2(’) Would be justified in resistance, j). 504, par. 27 

Renionstratcvs with the Viceroy, p. 504, par. 28 And obtains from him an 

exemption from the regulation, [). 505, jiar. 2, 3 Will consider it pr<>per to require 

opium ships to tlepart, p. 505, par. 18, 10 Notifies to the Henfi^al (jovernment the 

intention of enforcing the restrictioiLs of the Chinese authorities, p. 50G, par. 83, 84. 

See Oj)ium Trade, 

( oNTn.inAXD PRACTUKS charged against the Suj)ercargo( s ; (21.) Paper (15.) p. .572. 

lOijust imputations, p. 573, par. 24 Threat of rescinding privilege of (‘ommuni- 

(tating in Chinese laaguag-e, p. 573, par. 25 Insinuations retracted, p. 573, par. 2G. 


D. 

Daniell, Mr. ; Assists in forwarding the instructions relating to Lord Amherst's Em- 
bassy, p. 5()8, par. 0. 

Dkatii of a i'niHESE by Accident y on board the Country Shii) Golcomluy (25.) 
Paper (E.) p. 573. 

Accidental circumstances of the death, p. 573, par. 5 -The facts immediately 

communicated to the magistrates, p. 573, par. (> ^riieir inquiry ; admitted to ha\t* 

been casual, and the relations .sat isfieil, p. 574, par. 20 Affair adjusted without 

difficulty, p. 574, par. 21 ; p. 574, ])ar, Ci Inference in favour of a change in the 

Chinese notions of responsibility of foreigners for accidental death, p. 575, par. 3, 

Death of Chinese hif Foreigners, A seaman of the Royal C'harlotte accused of causing 
tlie death of a Chinese, hut without any proof, jn 4^7, par 3, 5 — —Ships detained in 

consequence, p. 477i par. I Danger of admitting that the man caused the death, 

unless satisfied of his guilt of murder, p. 480, par. 14; p. 482, par. 21—23; p. 482, 
par. 24, 25. 

Accidental doatli of a C'hinese by an officer of the ship Tiondon. p. 544, par. 2 

The family quieted by gifts, p, 545, par. 7 The offender demanded by Chin(‘se 

magistrates, p. 545, par. 0 Satisfied by a subterfuge, p. 547j par. 18. Sec 

Discussions with Canton Government , 1820-21. 

1 I 2 
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Two (''hinese killed in an affray with the crew of the Topaze, p. 458, par. 2 The 

DKA- DIR men concerned demanded to be delivered up, p. 548, par. 5 Resialed by the Coin- 

mittt*e, as having no control over His Majesty's ships, p. 549, par. 3, 7 Plea of 

self-defence not admitted by Chinese law in eases of deatli of natives occasioned by 
foreig^ners, p. 555, par. 9 ; p. 55(*>, par. 3 ; p. 5()0, par. 4 ; p. 560, par. 6 ; p. 5() 1 , par. 
J Subterfuges proposed by the Chinese to avoid compromising tlieir authority, 
p. 554, par. 16; p. 563, par. 6. See Suspension of Trade by the Chinese, 

Attempt to extort money , by the Chinese taking advantage of the la^v against homi- 
cide by fiireigners, p. 566 ; p. 5()7, par. 6 A Chinese at the point of death brought 

to a ship’s side, and pretended to have been killed by the crew, p. 5()6, par. 2 

Relatives confess the fraud, y). 5(‘)6, par. 5— —But slightly punished by the Govern- 
iiieut, p. 567, par. 3, 53, 54. — — See Extort ion. 

Death of Foreigners by Chinese, Attack on the American shij) Wabash, and murder 
of several of the crew ; and punished by the Chinese (jI overnment on representation ti» 
it , p. 543, par. 62. 

Death of Foreigners btj Foreigners, A Portuguese seaman of the Stormont killed by 
a French seaman of the Success; given up to the(4iinese authorities by the French 
(’onsul, and executed ; no inquiries into the facts, or benefit of trial ; no allowance 
made for accidental death ; the iirst iustamte of tlu; kind, p. 457 C’binese (govern- 
ment claim jurisdiction of such cases, p. 4(‘»6 — 1()5 Will not discriminate between 

intentional and accidental death, p. 167, par. 7. See Mackenzie. 

Detention of Ships by the C-lmicse ; (3.) J5iper (K.) p. 477* 

In con.sequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman ; pretended ideutiti- 

cation of the offending seaman, p. 477, par. 3 Chine.se propose that the ship shonhl 

sail, and the offender punishc'd by the English law when discovered, p. 477, par. 5 

Acceded to, but not ratified by the Viceroy, p. 178, par. 7 No port-clearancecs 

obtained ; ships ordered to sail, p. 478, par. 9 Not opjiosed by Chinese, on promise 

of continuing the inquiry, p. 479, par. 2 Demarul for delivering up the man 

renewed in the following year, p. 479, par, 298, 299 Kxydanatiun 16 the (’ourt of 

Directors, p. 480, par. II Injustice of delivering up tlu‘ man, being uncertain of 

his guilt, p. 480, par. 12 — As it would have been sending him to execution, p.48j, 

par. 15 Evil of giving u]> an individual to an indeiinite demand, p. 481, par. 18 

Evil of admitting the suspicion of any men, which would revive the discussion, p. 482, 
par. 21 — 25. 

Detention of the ship (Jencral Hewitt, p.530, jiar. 3. See Suspensiem of Trade. 

Ill consequence of deficiency in the Hong accounts, p. 172. *See Fire from Chi- 

nese Forts. 

Detention of Ships in consequence of the Hong Merchants refusing to satisfy 
extortionate Demands of the Hojfpoo : (4.) Paper (K.) p. 482. 

Hong merchants refuse to purchase “ sing-songs,” i, e. clock-work, for the use of 

the Hoppo, p. 483. par. 290 Hongs reipiest tln^ importation may he discoiitinueil, 

p 483, par. 291— — Remonstrance to the Viceroy, p. 484, par. 10— — Resolution to 

dispatch ten ships without permission, p. 484, par, 13 Which induces the grant of 

liermission, p. 484, j)ar. 14. Grand P’hops for sailing of the ships, p. 484, par 15. 

DiRECTORHy Court of ; State to ihe Committee at C’antmi that tiie resort of European 
Females cannot be sanctioned, and represents the evils that might result from resis- 
tance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temporary domestic sacrifice, p. 445, 
par, 27. 

. Considers the affray at Linton between the inhabitants and the crew of His Ma- 
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jcsty's ship 'I'opaze the business of the two Goveriiiiieiits, not of the Company, p. 
par. G. 

DiscuastONS with the Canton Uovermnent, Season IcSM-lo: (13.) Paper (E.) p, r)iH 

Conduct of the Chinese Government ; (’ornniittee direct ships to stop at Chunij)e(‘, 

p. par. I Arises from Ills Majesty's shi])s l eiiuiiiiin;^'- there, p. fiPJ, ])ar. 1 

American prize ships there, p. 5P.), pur. 2, 3 He])reseiitatioiis imfavouruble to His 

Mujestv’s ships, p. Dp), par. 4 Interested conduct of Pinrpia, p. 51*.), par. 4 

^n American brig arrives with a prize, Arabella, an English ship, and is taken to 

M aca(), p. 519, par. 5 Kefused admittance by Portugu(*se ; taken possession of by 

llis Majesty’s ship Doris, p. 51V), par. G Chinese Government deem it an Ame- 
rican .ship, and a breach of neutrality, p. 519, par. 7 Native attendance at the 

Factory prohibiti^d, p. 519, par. H More Eurojieans would become necessary, which 

'^ould lend to disturhauces, p. 51 V), par. 9 Supj)osed object of the prohibition, 

p, 520, par. 12 Refusal (*> receive representations in Chinese characters, p. 520. 

par. 11. 

Commercial intereourse suspended by the C'oiimiittee, p. 521, par, 5. But dil- 

fereuces adjusted, p. 521, par G. 

Difl'erenbes renewed, p. 521, par. I— -Seizure of a linguist for carrying a pc*rtrait 

of the J^rince Regent to Pekin, p. 521, pur 2 Address refused reception at the 

(5ty CJates, j)ar. 3 (N)mmitlee order British to cpiit Canton, and ships to leci\t‘ 

Whampoa, p. 522, par. 3 Good effects produced ; reeupture of the Arabella 

allowed to be projier, p. 522, ])Hr. 5 1 )itl’erences to be discussed by Sir Geo. 

Stuuiilon, and a deputation from tiie Viceroy, {). 532. pur, (i, 7» Broke off by the 

Viceroy, and Sir Geo. Staunton joins the .ships, p. 522, par. 10 —Renewed at the 

reque.st of the Hong Merchanls. p. 523, pur. 1 1 Dilferenccs adjusted, p, 523. 

par. 12 Cohong system partly carried into efiect, p. 523, par. 1(> Mea.sures of 

oppression checked for the ])re.sent, p. 523, par. 17 Trade proceeded in, p. 524, 

par. IS Conduct of Sir Geo. Stnanton highly appreciated, p. 524. pur. 19 

Discussions terminated, p, 524, pur. 2, 3. 

Cxritwances of Europeans, to be judged of, must be considered collectively, j). 521 
par. 4 Conduct of C’hinese (Joveniment influenced by j>erson.s interestecl in Ame- 
rican trade, p. 525, par, 5 Attack by boats of the Diuis on an American .scliooiier 

ceiLsured, p. 525, par. 5— Grie\ances enumerattHl, p. .525, par. G Specious coii- 

iluct of tile Chinese in discussions of complaints, p. 52f>, pur. S— Imputes treason- 
able practices to the Committee with the accused linguist, p. 52G, par. \) Right i»f 

.addressing in Chinese langujige conceded, p. 52S, pur. 11 Prohibition of enqiloy- 

ing natives in the Factory, p. 52G, par. 12, 13 Fees for boats passing the Bcigue, 

p. 527, par. 14 Tlicir seeming indifference to trade only prelerided ; slu»wu b\ 

their anxiety to resume it when suspended, p. 527, pur. 15 Intercourse with the 

(’hinese put on a better footing by the discussion, p, 527, par. IG. 

Conduct of the Chinese Government tow^ards the accused linguist, p. 52^^^, par. IG 

Perversion of justice, p. 52S, par 17,18, 19, 29, 39 His oflence stated to be 

his connection with the English, p. 528, par. 31 Banished, p. 52V), par. G Late 

insurrections falsely attributed to the Christians, p, 529, par. 8 Inimical dispo- 
sition of the officers of govornment, p. 539, par. 19 Necessity of firmness in resist- 
ing unjust conduct, p. 539, par. 12. . 

.DiMCvaaioNM with the Canton Government, 1817-18; (IG.) Paper (E.) p. 54t3. 

Several American Seamen killed by the Cdiincse, and their ship plundered ; and 
punished on the joint representations of the United Slates’ Consul and Committer, 
p. 543, par. G2—— Regulations of commerce with foreigners not English, p. 543, 

pax. f)3 Attempt to search foreign ships to be resisted, as being detrimental to the 

general interest of trade, p. 543, par. 64. 


Dis 
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Discussions tvith the Canton Government, 1820—21 ; (1/.) Paper (1^3.) p. 544. 

A Chinese killed by a party from the ship London ^oin^ for water, in firing to 

intimiflate several from annoying the seamen, p. 544, par. 2 A ball -cartridg-e used by 

mistake for a blank, p. 544, par. i Deceased’s family quieted by gifts, p. 545, 

par. 7 The offender demanded to be delivered up, p. 545, par. 0 Absconded, 

]). 540, par. 10 ^The body of a man who had died by suicide substituted for the 

offender, p. 540, ]>ar. 15, 1(5— Inquiry made by the Cffiincse, who put up with the 
subterfuge, p. 547, par. 18 to 21 V— Attempt to revive the inquiry prevented by the 
Chinese autnorities, p, 547, par, 6 ; p. 548, par 7, 12. 

Doris, His Majesty’s Ship ; takes possession of an American prize, p. 519, par. 0— . — 
Attack on the American schooner at Whampoa, p. 525, par. 5. 

Drummond, Captain, p. 50(), par. 3, 1. 


E. 

Earl of Balcarras Ship; Attempts of Chinese to extort money, by leaving a dying 
man in its boat alongsulc, p. 5 (j6. 

Elphinstone, Mr., when President, counteracts the endeavours of the Chines^^ to destroy 
competition, p. 507, par. 11. 

Embassies to the Chinese Government ; Recommended as likely to be advantageous to 
trade, p. 503, par. 17. 

Embassy under Lord Amherst: (9.) Paper (E.) p. 508, 

Communication to the local government, p. 508, par. 4 Arrangements for open- 
ing the mission, p. 508, par. 5 Communication favourably received, p. 508, par. 2 

Inconvenience arising from Captain Claveirs name being included in the bond to wait 
an answer, p. 509, par. 4— Merchants object to Sir Geo. Staunton accompanying 
the embassy, p. 509, par. 5— -Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7— —Anxiety at the 
delay of the ambassador’s arrival, p. 510, par. 10. 

Forbearance of the Conunittee pending, p. 531, par. 2, 4 ; p. 532, par. 6; p. 534, 
j»ar, 21. , 

Extortion of Money by some Chinese ; (19.) Paper (E.) p. 566. 

Pretended death of a Chinese, p. 5GG, par. 2 A man in a dying state brought 

to the side of the Balcarras, and placecl in her boat, p. 566, par. 3— Relations 
demand compensation, p. 5(56, par. 4— Confess that he died of disease, p. 5(56, 

par. 5 Liability to such impositions from the recent laws of China as to death 

occasioned by foreigners, p. 56/, i)ar. (5, 7 Conduct of the Government, p. 567, 

par. 3— ~ Trifling punishment of the offenders, p. 567, par. 53, 54. 

Extortions of the Ho2)po, p. 4H2~Compels the Hong to purchase clock-work for 
him, p. 483, par. 290.— See Detention of Ships, 

F. 

Fatqaa ; Character of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 

Fearon, Mr., Hanoverian Consul ; his name improperly introduced in the Chinese pro- 
ceedings respecting Mr. Mackenzie’s death, and intimidated to quit Canton, p. 441 , 

par. 14 Was not concerned in the afffay, as asserted by the Chinese authorities, 

p. 452. 

Females, Residence of, at Canton: Paper (A.) p. 407 — 446. 

Proclamation of Chinese Governor, interdicting the bringing of foreign women 
to Canton by foreign merchants ; the Hong merchants commanded to expel the women ; 
their notification of the order, and requisition that the women be sent to Macao , p. 408 
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— -C'hop from Hoppo^ with remarks on the practice of bringing* women to Cantoiu 

as contrary to law , p. 410. i^I"M \ l.KS 

Address from the Select Committee, and British Merchants, and Commanders and 
Officers of ships, written by Dr. Morrison, remonstrating against the interdictions, 

and complaining of the iiLstilting accusations, p. 411 Viceroy threatens to send 

soldiers to remove the females by force, p. 414 Answer of the SelcH't Committee to 

the V^iceroy’s demand about the three Parsces and the Lady ; the C.^ommittee resolves 
to resist the admission of an armed force into the Factory to seize a British subject, 
p. 414 Communication from the G overnment that there w^sis no intention of execut- 

ing the threat of violence ; the preventing the residence of foreign ladies not of sufficient 
iinportauce to (uiiploy force ; Committee determine not to withdraw their guard till 
some document is received from the Viceroy, p. 41“). 

" \ Fdict-s from the Viceroy and J-Joj)po, iii answer to the Committee’s Remonstrance; 
foreign women first allowed to remain on ship-board, then to laiul at Macao; but 
cannot be allowed to come to (’anton; instances stated : Mr. Baynes charged with 
opposing the prohibition, ]>. 415 Laws of interdiction of long standing ; Hong mer- 

chants to see that they are obeyed, and to remove the foreign women to Macao, p. 41 G 
—Hie Hoppo's reply to the Remonstrance ; laws of old standing, and to be obeyed, 
p 117 — —The inlrodnction of foreign slave- women always against the law ; merchants 
can visit their families at Macao; heretofore foreign women not allowed to reside at 
Canton, p. 41S Fidict frtnn the Commandant at (’anfon, cnjoiniiig obedience to re- 

gulations made to soothe and traiupnllize ; merchants to keep quiet and attcntl to their 

merchandize, ]). Address from the Coinmittce requesting assurances from the 

Viceroy of retracting the threat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 42(> 

Hong merchants’ assurances agaiiist molestation of any person resident in the Factory; 
edict of the Viceroy complaining of delay in givingup persons accused of murdering a 
Dutch captain, Mr. Mackenzie; and in bringing a f(;reign woman and a girl into the 
Factory ; threat of sending an armed force, but not necessary if the merchants are peni- 
tent ; eoinjdains of (he arming of the Factory, p. 421 Foreign merchants trading 

(piietly will be protected ; the guns must be sent to the ships ; the w omen to Macao : if 

obstinatt*, the commerce will be stopped, p. 422 Remonstrance of the Committee 

against tlu» proliibitiou of foreigners having their wives to reside with them; states that 
the jiractice has long existed; and points out the injustice of disallowing it, p. 423. 

Assurance of security from (he Viceroy, p. 425 The military will not be moved tt) 

surround and expel them, since Baynes and others have become penitent, p. 425 Hie 

guns required by the Governor to be sent away from the Factory, p, 426 Ordered 

away by the Board, p. 12(). 

The IIoppo complains of being importunetl by representations. Regulations made 

to prevent foreigners from falling into the net of the law, p. 427 Chinese can do 

without woollens and w atelies, but foreigners cannot do w ithout tea and silk ; cannot 
show kindness, because the Chief has cut offi the means ; the Chief and others must 
meditate on this and the past, that they may enjoy benevolent rule. p. 427. 

Report of transactions made to the Imperial Court; represents that the English 
were alarmed by a false report of an intention to surround the Factory by ^.iiilitary, 
and which caused them to place guns and guards; the military kept quiet guard, that 
the foreigners might not be befooled by wrong suspicions ; found, on inquiry that 
the guns were brought to the Factory in ignorance of the law^ ; ordered away, and the 
foreign women to be removed, p. 42o. 

Edict of Kwangcliow Foo for removing the foreign w^omen brought by Baynes and 
others to Canton, p. 431— Viceroy’s edict, renewing the orders for the removal 

the ladies, p. 432 ^The Committee refuse, referring to the promises formerly gixa n 

for no further annoyance, p. 432 —The Hoppo’s edict, accusing Mr. Baynes of being 

the cause of the present business ; that he falsely filled the Chair, and introduced 
foreign women, p. 432— — Marjoribanks and others permitted to come to the city for 
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removiup^ Bjiyuos fruiu tlio Ciiiefship ; Biiyues may be kept in safe custody till his 

K-M MifiS. punishnienf is dettTiiiined on, p. 43o. 

Reply to tile lloppo’s edict, denying that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the Chair, but 

properly succeeded Mr. Plowdeii, p.434 Urges the propriety of allowing the wives 

oi Ibreign residents to remain with them ; Mr, Baynes armed the Factory for necessary 
s(‘lf-tlefence ; British character not to be intimidated by threats, p. 435. 

Etlic.t from Governor Lc ; English merchants have alv\a 3 ^s obeyed regulations, and 

iK'ver brougiit married or immarried women to Canton, p. 435 When some were 

brought by mistake, seat back; the trade was not stopped when Baynes brought 
women with him, because all sliould not be punislnnl on account of one man ; now 
Baynes is gone, (\)uimittet‘ to enforce observance of law ; husband and wife should 
not b(» sejiarated at home, hut it is ditferent w Inui they arc abroad, p. 43G. 

He[)ly from the Imperial Court of Pekin leaves a discretionary power to the 
of the (io\ erniueiit to act according li) circumstances, p. 437 Kepi'tition of prohibi- 

tions of women corning to Canton ; considers tire guns were brought up for defence 
against pirates ; old regrdations to be enforced ; to be done with all good manage- 
ment, p. 13S. 

Memorial to the Emperor from Tseong Keiin King, &c., states that Baynes having 
introduced foreign women, armed the Factory under tlie false apprehension that sol- 
diers would surround it, }). 43S Baynes, on repentance, sent back the guns, and 

removed the women to Macao; obstinacy of forcigiu'rs, particularly Baynes; another 
Chief chosen in his place ; prohibitions must he obs(*rved , the barbarians must lu* 
kept in awe, p. 439. 

Order of Governor Le, for enforcing^ former regulations against the residence' of 

foreign women, p. 439 If ojiposed, must be expelled by force, p. 440 Foreign 

women brought by Thornhill and W hiteman must be removed ; Hong merchants to see 
this obeyed, p. 440. 

lixtruct of letters from the .Seh»ct Committee to the Court of Directors, detailing 
^ these proceedings ; malignant temper shewn by the Chinese Government in prohibiting 
the residence of European females ; threats of removing them by an armed force, 

p. 110, par. 9 Indignant feelings of the residents; call on the ('ommittee to join in 

reinoiistratiijg, j) 440, par. 10 Precautions taken for the defence the Factory> 

p. Til, pur. 11 In past seasons several ladies resident; Mrs. Baynes invited to 

Canton by llowqua, p. 441, par. 12— -Reasons why the safety of the families of the 
mcinhers of the Factory reipiire them to bo resident, p. 441, par. 13- - — Threats of the 
Government have lieariiigs on the allVay which occasioned Captain Mackenzie's death, 

p. HI , jwn*. 14 Concession would encourage the Chinese to insist on searching thl* 

Fac tory, and seizing persons, p, 442, par. 15 A guard (ordered into the F^actory, 

p. 4 12, pcir. 10 No appearance of the trade being disturbwl, p. 442, par. 17 

— 'llie Chinese restrained from attempting that mode of annoyance by the pro- 
ceedings of last Season, p. 442, par. IH Mere verbal assurances not sufficient 

to giv(‘ coiifideiice of safety, p. 113, par. 57 Promises given that English ladies 

should not he molested ; and that the edicts were matters of form, j). 443, par. 58— — 

Order given for removing the guard in conse(juenc(‘, p. 443, par. 59, 00 Viceroy’s 

re])ly that he will not admit the principle of moving the military to surround and 
t‘xpel ; and terminating the discussion, p. 444, par. 01. 

Proclamation of the Iloppo against ]V|r. Baynes, and interfering with the servants 
of the C’ompany, p. 144, par. 9 — — Resistance necessary ; being an experiment how far 

t]i<‘ Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11 Imperial edict ordering things to be 

‘‘ arranged with liberality, and managed with kindness,” p. 444, par. 12— Evinces an 
amicable disposition ; induced by the rebellion in 4’arlary ; impressions of proceedings 
of last year; favourable effect of firm opposition to encroachments, p. 444, par. 13 
— « — The subject of female residence acknowledged to be a trifling matter; influence f»f 
the jealous heeling of the Hong on tin? conduct of Government, p. 445, par. 9 
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Undue wci^dit attached to the question, p. 445, par. 10 Interchange of courtesies 

with the local authorities, p. 445, par. C. — (51U. 

Extract of a letter from the Court of Directors to the Select Committee at Canton; 
states that the res(u*t of European females to Canton cannot be sarictioiie<l ; great evils 
might resiill from resistance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temporary domestic 
sacrifice, p. 4 15, par, 27. 

Foreigners forbidden to use sedan-chairs in Canton, p. 408 to 440. 

FoREiiis 1 'hade, Charges 0 ) 1 : (12.) Paper (E.) p. 517. 

( Muitribution of ihe Hongs to the Emperor on his GOlh year exceeds former gifts ; 
will fall on the trade, p. 51 7» par. 10. 17, 18— ——New imposts oji the trade prohibitc^ci 
\y the Ho])po, p. 518, par. JO. 

Foreign Trade ; Slate of, and additional Hongs. See llong Merchants. 

Fire from Ciiinesie Forts, to he returned by Ships: Paper (D.) p. 472. 

Ships de^tained by Cdiinose, because of deficiency of the Iloug’s accounts; ordered 
to sail, and tt) return fire if tired on by th<' forts ; one shij> fir(‘d at, which was returned ; 
another ])asses through the JJogue, p. 4/2. Sc‘e Alceste. 


( 1 . 

Geiseral Hewitt f Cotnjut7iy\s' Sfu'p : (M.) Paper (E ) p. 5tU). 

Seizure and ill-usage of the Conipradore, under pretence that he conducted Europeans 

to tlic city, p. 580, })ar. 1; p. 583, par. 13 Tortured and imprisoned, p. 534, 

])ar. 14, 15 Released, p. 535, par. 8. 

Natives in the Company’s employ ill-treated by the (Uiinese, p 531, par. 2 Ship 

(General Hewitt (joiiveys pre.scnts connected with Lord Amherst's embassy to Tring 

Sing; detained under pretence of irregularity, j). .531, par. 3 Misunderstanding 

from a ditVerent translation of a Chinese character, p. 531, par. 5 Refusal to 

receive uddn^ss ; forbearance of the Committee on acemmt of Lord Amherst’s embassy ; 

p. 582, par. (i ; j). 584, jiar. 21 The (j!eu(‘ral Hewitt to move to Whampoa, aial 

wait the arrival of the Ambassador, p. 532, par. N Refusal to receive the letter 

explaining the intention, p. 5:12, par, U Ditlicult silnalioii of the ship; in case of 

violence, ordenvl to return lin', p. 5)>3, par. 10— Letter delivered by a deputation 
at the City (iales, p. 533, par. 11. 

General Hewitt allowed to h)ad, but under conditions refused by the Committee. 

p. 535, par 22 Tlin‘at against persons in Company’s employ, p. 536, par. 9 

Loading the (leneral Hevs ilt stopped, p. 530, par. 10 Port-clearance demanded, 

unless permitted to complete llie lading, p. 536, par. 11 Load on condition of 

waiting Lord Amh(»rst’s arrival, p. 587, par. 3 Chinese not to be trusted with 

translating communications, p. 588, ])ar. 5 Viceroy satisfied with Coir.mittee’s 

reply ; vexatious interference of the merchants, p. 538, par. 0. 

(jtiewguaj a bankrupt Hong merchant; Discusaioas for the liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

Golconda, Ship; Accidental death of a Chinese on board, by the recoil of a hawser, 
p. 573, par. 5.— —See Death of a Chinese, 

Goqua : Character of his Hong ; p. 506, par. 8. ♦ 

Grievances of Europeans, in carrying on trade, must be considered collectively ; p. 524, 

par 4 Remonstrance to Chinese Government on several, presented at the City 

4 K 
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H. 

Hing T<tr ; The Name <»f Ycn-ko-l\seang’s Hoiig-, p. 5.SS, par. 7- 

Homicide ; Ohine.se law as to, when oeeasion<*.cl by Foreigners. See DentJu 

IIoKG MpAiCUAfiTs, Emhav ni.sxmcnts of (7.) Paper (E.) p. 488. 

Arrangement (4ainis of European creditors» p. 488, par. 2 Application to 

C'hincse Ciloveniment would have been a pretext for impositions, p. 4SS, par. o — 
(.’hunqua d<^sir<)us of being re-aduiitted to a share in tliu Company s business, p. 4SS, 
j)ar. 10— Allotment of business between the Hongs, p. 4'S^J, pur. 11, 12, lo 

'.rhe debts will be liquidalod from their protits ; but if under the arrangement 

of the Chinese government, will be paid by the body of IJongs, and charged on the 
trad<‘,p. 1S‘), par. 14 Manner of contracting for tea, j>. IS J, pur. 15 r-1 long mer- 
chants, lSnG.7» insolvent, j). 48'.), par. 1G7 4'lie ruin (if live expected, p. i^JO, par. 

IGU Advantage to the Company to prevent this, p. 490, par. 170 Moderation 

of the lloppo Te-ta-Zin, p. lOG, par. 172 Meritorious couduet of private credi- 
tors, p. lV)0,par. 173 Hongs liavc now resource's w ithin thems(*lves, ]>, 4U(), par, 171 

— Advance to merchants, and rate of interest charged, ]). lUl, par. \7^i Haiik- 

ruptcy of the merchants will occasion additional taxation,]). 401, par. 12— -Debts by 

failure of the Hongs will fall on the European trade, p. 402, j>ar. OS Stat(M)f the 

Conipaiiy’s atlairs in (diina, }). 402, par. 14— Suspending the trade to be the last 

resort, p, 403, ]jar. 15 Ditlicull y of conducting a trade unprotected by the Chi:iesi‘ 

(joveriirneiit, j», 403, par. IG Apprehension of Junior Merchants ol* the reiiioval of 

those ill debt by the Chinese^ (iovernment, p. 403, par. 38 Their debts would fali 

on the trade in the shape of duties, p. 403, par. 41 Endeavours to jiroteet them, 

p. 401, par, 8j <), 10 — l-Good effects therefrom, p, 404, par. 5 Disposition of the 

k'irst Merchant in favour of the Juniors, p. 405, par. 5, G, 7 Cnfavu^irable dispo- 
sition of t lie Viceroy towards them to be counteracted, p. 40G, par. 12, 13 Fa- 
vourable detennination of Chinese Government, ']>. 41)G, par. 25, 7 'J'lieir exlri- 

calion from embarrassnieiit necessary to the Company’s interest, p. 407, par. 144 

Project of the GoViunment to remove them abandoned, when found contrary to its 

interest, ]). 4^*7, par. 14/. 148 Imjierial edict in their iavour, p. 408, par, 11 ^ 

Advances and endeavour to support their credit, p. 408, par. 12, 13, 14, 15 

Arrangements made in behalf of C’hun(pia\s creditors, ]>. 408, pur. 21, 22, 23. 

S('e ( ofiong, 

lIoMn Mkhcuantb. Staic of I'orcign Trade at (.\iniMi, and ihc KHahlishintnl of 
addfiiomd Hongs ; (27.) Paper (E.) p. 578. 

.\j»]>lication to remove embarrassments of trade, p. 578, ])ar. 3 IJiifiivouruble 

reply, p. 578, par. 4* Inqiortaricc of the object ; javferretl to loading the shij)s, 

j). 5/8, j)ar. 5 Imperial order for e.stabli.shing new ILnjgs disregarded by the local 

aulliorities, p. 5/0, par. 7 “~ -'lnflueuce with the Chinese (jovernmeiit purely coinmer- 
cial, ]». 570, par, 15 lias become a ])owerful inslruminit ; rea.soiis for firmly resist- 

ing the eiicroachmonts of Chinese authorities, p, 570, ])ar. * Jf), 17—- — Determi- 
nation to abstain from trade till grievance redressed, ]). 580, ])iu’. 18, JO Me- 
morial to tile Emperor, p. 580, par. 20 Returned umiotiianl, p. 5Sl, par. 30, 31 

\ icon »y’s answer conciliatcTry, p. 581, pur. 32 Its substance, p. 581, par. 33 

— • — Security of property in trading concerns highly favourable in (3iina, p. 581, 
])ar. 34 ^Favourable dispuBiliou of llie Court of Pekin inferred, p. 582, par. 35 — 30 
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Gates of (‘antoii, p. 577, })ar. 52, 53, 54 — —Determination of the Committee to 

abstain from trade till grievances redressed, p. 580, par. 18 A memorial of, to the 

Ennxn or, j), 580, pai\ 20. 
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flood effects from presenting addresses at the City Gates, p. 583, par. first 3 

Hope of restoring the number of Ilon<Ts, p. 583, par, first 2— Exhorbitant 

fees demanded for the appointment, j). 583, par. last 2 An accommodation 

effected, p. 583, jiar. 2, 3 Details of the discussion, p. 584, par. 2 — 5 One 

new Ilono added, j). 584, par. G Allej^^ed difliculty of finding candidates ; new 

ones to be encouraged, p. 584, par. 7 Necessity of competition l)y new IJongs, 

5S“)^ U Frauds in the bankruptcy of Manhop, p. 585, par. 10 Augmen- 
tation of the Hong favourable, p. 585, ])ar. 11 Favourable infereuce, p. 58G, 

par. 12 Commerce resumed, p. 58G, par. 14 Pim-suy-laii a candidate for a 

new Hong ; obstacle from fee.s demanded, p. 58G, par. 15 Obstacle nmioved, 

p 5SJ7 i par. 3 Pun-sny-laii appointed, with others, p. 587, par. 5 Character. 

circtirnstaiices and connections of tile new Hongs, p. 588, par. G — 0 Security given 

^‘)di‘j)cndent of the old Hongs, p. 58<S, par. 11— — These appointments will open com- 

I>etition, ji. 580, par. 12 Conduct towards the bankrupt Hong of Chunqua, p. 580, 

par. l;_) Interlerence by the CommitU'e for the benefit of foreigners advances the 

Company’s interests, j). 580, par. 45 Addition of twu) more Hongs, p. 500, par. G 

y\ddress for creating more, p. 500, par. 2G— Advantage acknowledged by llie 

Chinese, p. .500, par. 5. 

I/o7t^ Afi rc/u/7ifx, The characters of the several Hongs, p, 50G, par. 8, 0; p. 588, 

par. G— 0 Complain of frauds in contracts for tea, p. 515, par. 0 — —Join with 

the (’oniiuittee in repressing them, p. 51 G, ])ar. 11 Demand on them for a contri- 
bution to the Emperor on his GOth year, p. 517, par. IG, 17 Encourage exorbitant 

cJiarges for buat.s betw een Canton and Macao, p. 571, par. 110, 16; p. 572, par. 52 

Suspected of conniving at contraband trade in opium,, p. 591, par. 38, 39. 

lions; Merchants, Junior. Their ruin desired by the Chinese Government, p. .500, par. 

3, 7 ; i>. 407, par. 147 Would be injurious to trade, p. 502, par. 10 Supported 

by the C^mimittee, p. 404, par. 8 — 10; p. 407, par. 140 ; p, 408, par. 11, 12, 13. 

See liaii/critpt Afer chants. 

Hongs ; Names of, can never be changed ; but names of hidividuals constantly altered 
according t(5 their caprice, p. .588, par. 7. 

Uuirqna, His character as a Hong merchant, p, 50G, par. 8 Influence over foreign 

trade, p. 506, ])ar. 0 Overrules the combination of American merchants, p. 50G, 

par, 10, 


1. & J. 


Jaf7ieson Captain : His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton 
p. 533, par. 11, 12. 

Indefatigable, His Majesii/s Ship ; (G.) Paper (E.) p. 487. 

First Lieutenant of, attacked and ill-treated while on shore, and a gun stolen by the 

Chinese, p. 487, par. 208 Remonstrance to Government; complaint redressed, 

p. 488, par. 200. 

Inves, C\'iptain Joint. Supplies a guard to thc;Factory, p. 400 His conduct approved, 

p. 470. 

K. 

Kinqna ; Character of his Hong, p. 50G, par, 8. 
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Lintiii ^ Affray at, between the crew of theTonazc and Chinese, p. 548 See Death of 

Nitt^ves, liir hard not}. SaApevsion of Trade by Chinese. J'ojmze. 

London, Ship ; Affray with the natives, p. 514. — See Disevssions. 

Lyra Brig; Accompanies His Majesty’s Ship Alceste on Lord Amherst’s Embassy, 
p. par, ; p. 542, par. 6. 


M. 

Macao Custom-hovse^ Conduct of the People at ; (20.) Paper (E.) p. 5G8, 

Aggression of the ])eople, p. 508, par. 47t 08 Representations to Governrnenl 

neglected, p. 50)8, y)ar. (V.) ^Abuses ostensibly removed, but tacitly allowed, p. 51)8. 

par. 72 Instances, p. 500, par. 73— Smuggling falsely charged against comman- 
ders of ships, p. .5()U, par. 75 Exactions siippresscHl , p. 509. par. 34. 

Mackeszie, Mix., Death <f '. Paper (H.) p. 117 to 408. 

Information of his death in an affray, p.417 Accused persons arrested, p. 417 

Inquest of a jury, p. 4 IS Men liherateil on conditions, p. 449 — > — Again arrested on 

demand of the Viceroy, p. 119 C’ircumstance.s of the affray ; C’aplain Macken/ic 

interferes in a quarrel about a locked door, and is wounded, p. 44^.) — —Persons ju - 

cused committed to custody, p. 450 Depositions of witnesses, p. 450 TTon^j 

Merchants directed by diinese Government to make inquiry, p. 451 Chinese ma- 
gistrates claim jurisdiction, p. 452 — 101 Instances of the exercise of their authority. 

p. 452-401 ^Case stated by them ( f a seaman given up by the French in 1780, and 

put to death by the C’hiuesc, p. 153, 151 Inquiries by Chinese magistrates, p. 155. 

Select Committee consider the business, p. 450— Heasoiis for not allowing Ou* 

interference of the Chinese, p. 450 Accustnl to be sent to Bombay, p. 457 

Order for that purpose, p, 459 Account of the affair transmitteil thither, p. 458. 

Cornmittc'c’s statement of the case of the seamen given up by the French, p. 45/. 

The body of the deceased and the person of the accused deuhinded by the diiiu'se 

(luverninent, p. 4()2 Orders inquest to be made, p. 102 Reply that the accused. 

was gone, and declining to disturb the body, p. 103 Viceroy insists on ri^L^ht of 

jurisdiction, p. 4()1 Further demand for giving up the accused, ]>. 405 Reply, 

p, Pro])o.sal by (’hiiiese magistrates tlial the accused should be tried by \iiv 

English under the superiiitenderice of Chinese, p. 400. 

E.xplanation of the affair to the (’ourt of Directors, p. 407, par. -4 Reasons f<jr 

refusing to deliver up the accused, p. 407, par. 7 Usual routine of business not 

affected, p. 407, par. 8. 

Mackenzie, Mr., Death of. C’aptaiii of a Dutch shij), p. 447 Parsee.s implicated 

in, demanded by the (diinese Government, p. 414 'J'he affair mixed up with tiie 

motive for iiX])elliiig Female Kesideiits from Canton, p. ^141, par. 14. 

Madoo-leavff, a ne^v Hong; the Hong’s name. Shim I'ae, p. 588, par. 9. 

Hong , Bankruptcy; frauds of,*p. 585, par. 10. 

Maxwell, C’aptain of His .Maje.sty’s ship Alceste. See Alceste. 

MelcaLfe, Sir The<>2>hdas . Assists in executing the instruct ion.s rc.specting Lord Ano 

heist’s embassy , p. 508, par. 0 Conveys Lord Buckinghamshire's letter on tlie subject 

Jo Canton ; waives his privilege of being sealed iii the Viceroy’s presence, p. 508, par. 2. 
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Morr/soUj Dr, Address to ( ’hiiiesc authorities, remonstrating against the prohibition oj‘ — ^ — 

females residing at Canton, drawn np by him, p. 413 His assistance in adjusting the MOR — PRL 

difficultios arising from an affray with crew of tne sliip London and some natives, p. 545, 

par. 7 IIi» thorough knowledge of the Chinese language very advantageous, p. 54G, 

par. 12. 

MnuHfua ; ( 'haraeter of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 

Mnrdrr, Sec Death, 

N. 

\amrs of* Persons, in China, constantly altered according to the caprice of the indivi- 
^dual ; but nantes of Hongs can never be changed, p. 588, par. 7. 

O. 


Opium I'iiade: (28.) Paper (K.) p. 591, 

Cliiiu^se threaten !<» cheek tht‘ trade, j). 591, par. 31 Pinqua deprived of his 

Hutton, p. .VJJ, j)ar. 30 Committee disinclined to interfere, p. .591, par. 37 

Proceedings of the Chinese government to suppress illicit trading, at which the Hongs 

are suspected of conniving, p. 591, par. 38 ; p. 5V)2, par. 39, 47 Bonds required of 

(he Com])aiiy's ships, p. 592, par, 40 ; p. .593, par. 21, 22 Objectionable, p. .592, 

par, 41 But imputations on the Company's ships disavowed, p. .592, par. 45—- 

( ’outiseation of cargoes of illicit ships, p. 592, par. 16 Bonds rocpiired of the Hongs 

for sliips, against illicit trailing in opium, j), 593, par. IG — 2(' Extent of evil if com- 
plied with, p. 593, par. 23 ; ]). 594, par.2(t May become pretexts of injustice, p. 594. 

par. 25 Will justify opposition, p. .591, par. 27 Remonstrance to the Viceroy. 

p. 594, ])ar. 28 Who persists, p. 594. par. 29 Who will make no distinction 

between the ('ornpany’.s and otlier ships, p* 594, par. 1 On reconsid£?ration, exempts 

fliem fr< m the law\ p. 59.5, par. 2, 3> Private opium ships required to depart, 

]). 595, par. 18, 19 Company's trade made responsible for the departure of private 

o])ium slnps, p. 59(), par. 81, 82 Notice to the Bengal government of the intention 

</f the Committee to enfcuce the restricth ii.s of the Chinese nthorities, p. .59G, par. 
83. 84. 


P. 

Pigoti, Mr., affray w ith the ('hiiiese, p. 514, par. 4. 

PffKjifrfy the Second Hong Merchant , p. 49‘G, par. 10 Endeavours to establish a Cohong, 

]). 501, ])ar. 5 l^nfrieiidly t*) the English, and partiality to the Americans, p. ,501, 

par. (> ; p. 501, par. 7 Oi^ infhienee derived from v\ealth, and obligations emiferred 

on the Junior Hongs, j). 505, par, 41 Will not coalesce with Chun qua, p. ,506. 

par. 42 Interested to favour the Americans, p. 519, par. 3, ^1— — Deprived of his 

Hutton, p. .591, par. 30. 

Ponr^na, a bankrupt Iloijg Merchant ; Discussions for liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

PniVTLKGEH, Infringernent of : (20.) Papet (E.) p. 575. 

Disposition to *resciud established privileges ; disregard of representations, p. 575, 

par. 41 Address returned, wiih directions to the merchants to alter it, p. 57.5. par. 42 

Disavowal ( f any alterations by the merchants, p. 5/5, par 43 Messenger of an 

address seized, p. .575, par. 11 Beply to it contumcliously pasted on the walls. 

p. r 76». p^ir. 44. 





620 


INDEX TO THE SECOND APPENDIX. 


PHO— SED. 


Exciirsions on the water for amusement restricted, p. 576, par. 45 Abusive pro- 

clamation issued, p. 576, par 46— — Remonstrance on these grievances, p. 576, par 47 — 

51 Refused to be received, p. 577, par 52 Presented at the City Gates by a 

deputation and detachments of boats’ crews, p. 577^ pan 53 The expedient success- 
ful, p, 577> par. 51 Conciliatory conduct of C’liinese, p. 577, par. 37. 

Vrnpertyy Commercial; Security of, in China, p. 581, par. 34. 


Puan-'khe-fjna^ the First Hong Merchant ; allotment of business to him, p. 495, par. 5 

Gt)od conduct, p. 495, par, 6 Asvsists the Junior Merchants, p. 495, par. 7 Ad- 
dress and capacity, p. 494, par. 4 Checks the intrigues of Chiiiiqua, p. 505, par. 10, 

11 His character as a Hong: Merchant, p. 506, par. S. 

V unishment. See Vangve. ^ ' 

Pun-suy’-IaiK A candidate for a new Hong, p. 585, par. 8; p. .587, JJar. 15, 2, 3— 

Admitted, p. 587. par. 5 His Hong named C’hoiig Wo, p. 588, par. 8 — - — Correct 

name Puan-wun-taou, p. .588, par. H. 


R. 

ItioiiT OF Addreshing the Canton Government ; (21.) Paper (E.) p. .570. 

The privilege allowed exclusivoly to the Committee, and of great importance, p. 570, 

par. .3 Satisfactory eoiiduct of the Chinese oilicers, p. 570, par. 44. See Chfneae 

Character and Language. 

Richardifon, Captain of His Majesty’s sliip Topaze, p. .548, par. 3— Affray between 

his crew and Chinese, in wliich two Chinese am killed, p. .548, par. 2 Writes to the 

Viceroy explaining the circumstance.s, and slating that they shall be reported to his 

sovereign, p. 552, par. 4, 5, 0; p. 557, par. 11 Not noticed by the Viceroy. 

p. 555, par. 8 Rejects a subterfuge proposed by the Hung merchants, p. 554, par. 

16^ 17 W^rites again to the Viceroy, p. 554, par. 18 ; p. 557, par, 8— Receives no 

reply, and sails, p, 550, par. 11 ; p. 550, par. 4. See SuApension of' Trade by the 

Chinese. 

Robertas, Mr., connect(Hl with the defaulting merchants Gnowqua and Ponqua ; advances 

them money, p. 485, par. 4, 7 Orderetl to leave Canton by the Viceroy, ji, 485. par. 

4, 5 Prevented by the interference of the Committee, p. 486, jiar. 137, 138. 

SuApenA'ion of Trade y 1. 


s. 

Sedan-Chairs used by Europeans ; Paper (A.) p. 408 — 446. 

Order of Governor Le, prohibiting foreigners going about in Sedan-Chairs ; a 
foreigner seen to go into the Factory seated in a chair contrary to order ; inquiry to be 
made whether the Hong merchants have connived at the practice, p. 408—— Foreigners 
to go to their boats on foot ; the Hong merchants to see the order observed, p. 40^:1 — 
Resolution of Committee, prohibiting persons coming in Sedan-Chairs into the Fac- 
tory, p. 410 Address written by Dr. Morrison, remonstrating against the prohibition. 

p. 41 1 , ^If foreigners sick in going to and from the Factory, not to ascend Shoulder- 

carriages, p. 416— — ^Foreign merchants in former days did not use them ; ovenstep their 
station by using them now, p 417- H itherto nut used, therefore no hardship in 
walking, jj. 419. 
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lidict from Istniiio- Keun disallowing’ the use of Sedan-Chairs, p. 419 Address from 

Select Committee, remonstrating- against the prohibitions, p. 420,— —Imperial reply, 
repeating tln^ proliibitions ; meniorinl from Chinese authorities to the Emperor on the 

use of Sedan Chairs by the merchants, )). 438 Order from Chinese Governor Le 

against the use, p. 43U—— Extract of letter to Court of Directors ; restrictions removed 
oil Chinese being employed as Chair-bearers, p. 44r>, par. G, 

S/touldi r-(*arrl(i^(\s described, p. 418. Sec Sedan-Chairs. 

Shun Tilt’ ; 4'he name of Ma-too-leaiig's Hong, j). 5S8, jiar. 9. 

SliTiHiiurr, in attestation of atlidavits, made by a coloured impression of (he deponent’s 
hand, j). 571, ])ar. 20. 

in Se(‘ ( oni i fiband P r actives. 

Stafmton, Sir George, ]>. 192, par. 13 False imputations against him by Chunqua, 

p. 502, par. 1 J Tlis jiiTaiigemeiils defeat (^huiKpia’s intrigue for removing the Jiiiiior 

llongs, p. . 591 , par. 8 Is })<*rsonally attacked by (.’huinpia, p. 501, par, 9 Attached 

to Lord Ainliersl s (Miibassy, p. 508, par. (V- His accompanying the emliassy objected 

to by On* Hong, ]). .509, ])ar 5 Supposed to arise because of his knowledge of the 

(3iiu(\so laiiguag-e, and of tin* proceedings of the local government, p. 510, par. 7 

His mission to (Auitou in 1814, 522, par. 7,8, 10, 11, 12 His conduct commended. 

])..r421, par. 19. 

Starmant. Ship; A Portuguese sailor belonging to, killed by a French seaman, p, 457. 

Success Galley ; a French seaman belonging to, having killed a seaman of the Stormont, 
is given up to the French Chiusul, and put to death by the Chinese, p. 457. 

SrstrESsjoN OF Thaoe: 

1. Ihj the Committee. 

2r Py the Chinese. 

L ./>?/ the i'onuiiittec : 

111 coiise(|utMice of the Vic(*roy directing Mr* Roberts to quit Canton; (5.) P;ipet 
(E.), p. 485. 

Imputations against Afr, Roberts, as connected with Gnewqua’s and Ponqua.5 

Adairs, p. 4S5, ]mr. 4. IL'qiiired tii leave Clinton, p. 185, jiar. 5 Advanced 

money to the d 'fa lilting inerehants, p. 485, par. 7 — • — R<*traction of Chinese Goverii- 

ineiit, p. 4SG, par. 8 C\)miii(*rcial intercourse declined till the order for his removal 

is rescinded, [). ISO, par. 137 Viceroy concedes, p. 486, ])ar. 138— Busiues*; le- 

sumtsl,]). 4SG,])ar. 139 Other insolences checked by this proceeding, p, 487, par. 27. 

In consi'qiRUice of the discussions, in 1814-15, respecting prohibition to employ 
natives, and the arn*st (jf the linguist Ajeu, p. 519. 

Resolved on by the C’ommittee to enforce the redress of certain grievances in respect 
to foreign trade, and tJie appointing of additional Hongs, p. 580, par. 18— Chinese 

conduct inlluonced by the fear of, j). 442, par. 18 ^To be rc.sorted to only as a las! 

measure, p. 493, par. 15 Is an evil felt ny,thc Chinese Government, p.5l0, par. 13; 

p. 553, par. 12 No other way of influencing it, p. 503, par. 14— —Suspended in 

1814 , p. 522, par. 5-^ — Apprehensions from suspension during the discussions about 
iuereasiug the llongs, ]). 585, par. 10. 

In consequence of sonn* Chinese being killed in an affray, at Lintin, with the crew of 
Ilis Majesty’s ship Topaze ; (18.) Paper (E.) p. 548, 
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“ Affray wiUi llio inhabitanU at Liiitia, ]>. r>48, |>ai. 1, 15 Injustice of making the 

Company answerable for the conduct of King’s sliips, p 54S, par. ,8, 7 Trade sus- 
pended in consequence*, p. M9, par. (S Difficulty of adjusting the bitsiness, p. 549, 

par. 5— —Committee delermine on resisting tin* Viceroy’s measures, and steps taken, 

p. 550, par. 6~Treasure to be removed, p. 550, par. 7-10 Viceroy insists on the 

men being delivered up, p. 550, p. 2 Factory witlidraw to the ships, witli tln^ 

trea.sure, 550, p, par. H Viceroy retracts his threats, ]). 551, par. 4 Ihil not his 

intention of renewing the discussion, p. 551, par. 5, () Ilctiriiig iVoiii (’ant on per- 
severed in, p. 550, par. 3 ; p. 551, par A conference with Captain Kichardson 

recommended, p. 55J, par. 7-^ — V'ieeroy insists on his demands; ships removed 

through Bocca 'Figris, p. 552, par. 2; p. 55:5^ par. 9, 10, 11 Jlon^ represents the 

Viceroy disposed to accommodation, and suggests a letter of exjjlanation from Captain 

Richardson, p. 552. par. 1, 5 Writes, but no notice laktm of it, ]>. 552, j)ar N 

Preparation made for a complete removal from ('ant on, p. 558, j)ar. 1.8 Sen- 
sation on the C’aiilon government, p. 554, par. 14 lloig merchants propose a sub- 
terfuge, p. 551, par. lil Could not be accpiieseed in by < *aj)tain Richardson, ]>. 5.54, 

par. 17 A letter of explanation written by him to the V iceroy , ]>. 554, par. IS 

Which the merchauls promise to deliver, p. 51, par. 19, 29 iVlaiidi.rius nqjair U* 

the Topaze to make inquiry , p. 555, par. .8-7 Doubt ul of success, ]>. 55(), j)ar. 8 

— —Plea of self-defence not admitted by (’liinese law, p. 555, par. 9; j>. 55#), j)ar. 8 

Imperial decision, p. 559, par. 1-5 Captain Uicliardson res»dves to sail, p. 55#‘>, 

par. 11 Sails, p, 550, j)ar. 4 Re])res(Mitatiou to tlic‘ ICiglish CJovi'rnmeut pro- 
mised, p. 557, par. 8, V) As the shij) has sailed, no further explanation can Iw- giv^ui 

if demanded, p. 557, par. 11 Trade ro-()j)ened, and imitation to return to (.5mton, 

p. 557, l)ar. 12. 

Discussions renevved by V^iceroy. and tlio return of tlie accused seamen demanded, 

p. 558, ])ar, 70-73 Committee deny having promised to return tin* men, j). .5()(), 

par. 0 Edict issued making tin* (’liiefof th(‘ b’actory answcu'able for tlie conduct 

of King’s ships, p.559, par. 1-3 ; p. 501, par. I I Kemonstraiicc* against tin* conduct 

and doctrines of the Chinese (Government as to homiciiles, j). 5()1, })ar. 19 Ri‘turn 

of th(' accused .seamen expected by the C’hint'se, p. 5{)1, par. 3 St<y)j)age of trade 

threatened, ]). 502, par. Men again demanded on the arrival of the Bombay, 

p. 503i, jnir. 2 Conimitte(» susj)eiid tlj<* trade, j). 5(18, j>ar. (>, / 'Trade 

resumed on the invitation of the Hoppo, p. 5(’»3, ])ar. 8- l^'actory return to Canton. 

p. 5(i4, ])ar. 19. 

Opinion of tlie Board of Control; an affair between tin* Oov(*ninu‘nts. and not with 

the C’ompany, p. 5()4, par (5 Kxj>edieiits propostMl by tlu* Hongs to give* a 

belief that the men had died on the voyag<‘ ; rt‘j('clt‘d by the ('ommitlee, p. 5()1, 
par, (i 4 he affair probably conclinh'd, p. 505, par, 2, 8. 

2. lit/ the Chinese: 

In consequence of disputes respecting the affray at Lintin, with the crow of the 
Topaze, p, 54s. 

Detention of ships in consequence of a ( liinese being killed by an Finglish seaman, 
p. 477- ■ " 'See Detention of Ships, 

Detention of the ship tieneral Hewitt, p. 589. See Genera! IJewill Ship, 

In cojisequence of the deficiency in t^le J long’s accounts, p. 47*2- See Fire from 

( fiincsF Forts, 

«- 

In conseqiMMice of the Hongs refusing to comply with extortionate demands of the 
Iluppo, p. 182. See Detention of Shi jjs^ 
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I 1 \L 

fL i (lo^THACTH, Frauds iu: (11.) Paper (E.) p. 515. 

Ilon^ nionJjrnits resolve to complain to tin* ( i ovcrnment , p. 515, j)ar. V) Prcv 

verbial dishonesty of the d(*al(‘rs, p. 515, par. 10 Committee join in representations 

lo file Viceroy, p. 5I(>, ])ar. !1. Pi, 13 Favourably received, p. 51(>, par, 14 

Edict for their jiuihshment , p. 5l7, par. 57. 

J'hii Meiicha^th. ('omhuiatiou of; (10.) Paper (E.j p. 511. 

I loii^ mercliants to be assisted in preventing, p. 511, par. 10 Tea nierciiants 

nMnse to allow aj)])re(‘iation and reduction in price, p. 511, j>ar. 11 Resistance 

necessary, thong'll at ])resent loss, p. 51 J , ])ar. 12 Persist in their demands, p. 512, 

20 Plan of resistance, p. 512, par 30, 31 Prices, j>. 512, par. 32 Terrii^ 

pr»)p()S(Hl to the chief tea merchants, and refused, p. .51.3, par. 33, 3-E 35, 3() 

Proposal to the poorer tea merclmnts, p. .513, par. 37 Which is likely !(► 

:^u( C(Hul, p. 511, ]>ar. hi C’ombiiiatioii dissolved, p. 514, par. 3 Magistrates 

denouiKie punishment ai^ainst combiiiatioiis, p. .515, par. 0. 

AL’rrhaufs : ManiuM’ of contracting with them, p. 480, par, 15. 

I'hnruhiU , Mr, ; Resides with his wife at Canton; forbidden by the Chinese Government 
p. 131, 13(3. 

His Majesty’s ship ; allray with the erew of, and Chinese, in whi<*)i two Chinese 
arc killed, p. .548. See Suspnu'ion of Trade* 

Trade , Dvrtheiss o\ : (2. ) Pa])er (E.) p. 17(3. 

Representations to the Viceroy uiiatte*n(h*d to, p. 17(i, par. 18S Rerpiested to 

})e eoniinunicated to the Emperor, p. d7(», pur. 01 ITifavourable answer, i). 4/7 

par. 121, 122. 

'frade. Dithculty of coinlucling it, unprotected by the Chinese Government, p. 403, 
par. I() — i-Liable to be interrupted by the caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par. 1(3 ; 

j>. 520, j)ar, 13 Would be benefit ted by frequent embassies to the Chinese Goveni- 

ment, p. .503, par. 17. 

Trade. Sec Foreign Trade* 

C. 

I rmston, Mr., p. 5,38^ par, (3. 

W. 

H ’ahas/i, American ship, attacked by a party of Chinese ; several seamen killed, and ship 
plundered ; oftenders punislied, p. 543, par. (32. 

JValkER, C’iiptain, Attack on him in Cant(3n : (23.), in Paper (E.) p. 572. 

Assaulted in the street ; complaint to Covernment ; offenders punished ; disorderly 
spirit-shop suppres:»od, p. 572, par. 4. 







